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Something fresh in memory of lost lives in 1971

Kanakchampa Chakma and Khalid Md. Mlthu talk about their work environment sitting at Saju's Gallery

FAYza HAQ

War Museum, Kanakchampa

Chakma and her husband,
Khalid Md. Mithu, recently held a
joint exhibit at Saju's Gallery at
Gulshan. The proceeds of the sale
were to help the Muktijuddha
Jadughar.

Kanak says, "We do not influ-
ence each other's works as we have
completely different styles. | deal
with the figurative Chakma life in the
Hill Tracts, while Mithu goes in for
abstraction. However, as regards
the use of colours we might be
having some effect on each other as
we sometimes sit and talk about our
work together in the evenings, after
work, and definitely encourage each
other's efforts and experiments. In
this way we support each other even
if we are criticizing each other in
order toimprove the paintings."

Asked if there was anything new
in her technique and style in the
present exhibition, Kanak says,
"Apart from one or two paintings, the
rest are all new. | have tried to add
some new elements such as some
drawings whose backgrounds have
rough textured paper, on which |
have added free lines and collage
like paper which have sometimes
been worked upon. The light paper
added is to soften the tones. |
believe this has added a new dimen-
sion to my collection. While working,
I have used very bright colours while
the lines are bolder and sometimes
more impressionistic than before at
times they border on semi-abstract
in parts so that this brings a new
perspective to the delineation of
tribal life. Two of the pieces, in fact,
are entirely semi-abstract.

"I believe that my paintings attract
the viewers considerably. | think the
use of unusual colours attracts the
viewer. The source of my inspiration
for hues and shades is from the
yellow, red, blue and green of the
weaving in Rangamati. We use the
basic colours, wear bright flowers in
our hair and there is the glamour of
the scintillating sliver in our jewellery
which all go into my work to make it
something completely different and
fresh."

Talking about how she went

I N order to help the Liberation

Mithu and Kanak with their children Arjo Shreshto and Shiropa Purna

about her paintings, Kanak says,
"When | paint, | listen to music,
which vary from classical songs,
Rabindra sangeet to folk songs,
modern songs, and piano composi-
tions. My favourite is the piano as |
find it most stimulating. It is difficult
for me to manage six hours which |
put in regularly, dividing my time. |
feed my youngest child and take my
son Arjo Shrestho to school, look
after the youngest, Shiropa Purna,
next and go about my painting. After
| have to taught my son and put the
little daughter to sleep, | work again
in the afternoon. Having attended to
my husband and guests in the
evening, when the children are
resting, | work again. It is certainly
not easy for a woman to combine
her household chores with her
career as an artist, and many
women have to abandon painting
when they are married as they do
not get enough inspiration or
encouragement from their family.
Sometimes women have to divert to
commercial art in order to maintain
their family, and have no time for
serious painting, which they could
develop into a presentable solo or a
joint exhibition. | am not complaining
as | have got used to my routine and
am glad that | can fit in my painting
work which expresses my hopes,
aspirations and feelings and memo-
ries. My household chores are not
boring for me either as it gives me
great joy too to be able to do some-
thing for my family along with my

painting, which has always given me
so much of pleasure and relaxation."
Dwelling on her subjects, Kanak
says, "This time my subjects include
Moru festivals, the mother and child
theme, Spring in the hills and the
presentation of forests in two or
three different ways sometimes
with a lonely young woman and at
times two friends working and
chatting together peacefully. This
time there is more of the sketchy
elementratherthan solid figures."
Discussing how she went into
fine arts from the outset, Kanak
says, "l used to paint as a child and |
would draw before | could read and
write, my parents tell me. Painting
formeis atalentthat | believe is a gift
from God. | also inherited my abili-
ties and sensitivities from my
mother, Sarat Mala Chakma, who
has won national awards for her
weaving. Thus my creativity is a
genetic inheritance. My parents and
then my headmistress at Rangamati
inspired me from the beginning.
Without their support | could not
have come to study at the Institute of
Fine Arts. My teachers encouraged
my creativity as a child, specially
Nilima Chowdhury, who supplied
me with paints and brushes and
informed me about national exhibi-
tions. My childhood guides were a
great boon for me. Also, my friends
at Rangamati give me a lot of
encouragement. Mithu too is a great
help. It has been seen that even
artist husbands don't always sup-

port the wife in her own career but
fortunately this is not the case with
me. Among my teachers individuals
like Mahbubul Amin inspired and
egged me on. My basic knowledge
at the Fine Arts Institute is due to
him. Others like Samarjit Roy
Chowdhury, Rafiqun Nabi, Moham-
med Kibria, and Jamal Ahmed have
also encouraged me with the neces-
sary appreciation.”

Talking about why they are
donating the sale gains to the Liber-
ation War Museum, Kanak says,
"The sale proceeds of our 25 paint-
ings will go for the uplift of the
museum. For thirty years we have
enjoyed freedom after about 30 lakh
people had given their lives and
countless women lost honour. We
have suffered culturally, socially and
economically. We are gradually
forgetting about this war. It is essen-
tial that we should collect and pre-
serve the remnants of the war for the
next generation to learn and benefit
from. The Liberation War Museum is
trying its best to collect and preserve
the relics of the 1971 war, which
Mithu and | appreciate greatly. We
felt that if we could contribute our bit

foreigners and Bangladeshi and the
new galleries are eager to hold my
exhibitions. Last year, at
'Shilpangan' | had a successful
exhibition with 101 pieces of work. |
have held exhibitions at 'Divine
Gallery’ and numerous ones at
"Tone'. I've been to Europe, and to
USA to hold joint shows and to
collect my awards. | had also got a
fellowship for six months at Pennsyl-
vania, USA."

Dwelling on what made a good
painting, Kanak said, "It must be a
sincere work in which the composi-
tion and colours should express
deep feelings and thoughts.
Whether figure work or abstraction,
itmust move the viewer."

Talking about why he went into
the fine arts field rather than any-
thing else, Mithu says, "l painted as
a little child, and when | was a
teenager | used to read about peo-
ple like Leonardo da Vinci, Madame
Curie or Maxim Gorky, which made
me feel that | too should make a
mark in the world with my work. My
family supported me in going to the
Fine Arts Institute. You ask me how |
manage this with my camera work

Mithu's semi- abstract paintns for the cause

to the preservation of their efforts we
would be doing ourselves a favour
as we love our country and want to
doourbitforit."

Asked if the opening of new
galleries have helped her sale,
Kanak says, "My patrons are both
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and | will tell you that a poet can write
short stories too. Similarly,
an oil painting artist can handle
graphics with ease. In this same
way, | paint with my camera. When |
direct a drama or a musical video, |
feel that I'm painting with the elec-
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tronic media. I've been drawn to
music as a child and when | work |
like to listen to the flute, Tagore and
Nazrul songs and other gentle and
meditative genres. | also like listen-
ing to 'cool' contemporary music but
not bands. As for the timings of my
painting, I'm used to doing this at
night, after my photographic work by

butterfly composmon with the float-
ing image on top is a piece that
represents happy dreams and
nostalgia of youth."

Asked if he felt that Bangladeshi
artists were on par with those in the
rest of the subcontinent, Mithu says,
"If you compare with India or Paki-
stan, | believe that we are better than

Kanakchampa's figurative works of the Hill Tracts

day, and I'm used to this. | begina 10
pmand finishat3am."

Speaking about his paintings,
Mithu says, "Since feelings are an
abstract element, my work is semi-
abstract. | want to rise above realis-
tic depiction. | believe that people
can read into my symbols. Going
into a forest, | don't want to draw the
tree but | want to bring in the silence,
the light and shadow of the atmo-
sphere and to evoke the poetry of
Jibanananda Das. | wouldn't paint a
rose but present the effect of its
fragrance. The subjects are contem-
porary ones such as three pale
faces of pushcart labourers on a
'hartal' day. Without work your faces
are bound to be long and your life
without  bright colours. I've used
swift strokes and scratches in the
texture to portray their struggle and
disturbed mind. Similarly there is the
city scene with the rickshaw along
with depiction of musical instru-
ments and notations which presents
my fascination for our folk and
western musical instruments. In the

our neighbours as our conceptions
are close to our roots and yet pro-
gressive."

"This exhibition is aimed at the
helping of freedom fighters of Ban-
gladesh. Since the country has
given us so much of independence
to work, we too should do something
for our country," he adds.

Kanak has won numerous
awards like the first prize from the
Latin American Museum of Art,
USA, the 2™ prize in the International
Miniature Art Competition, Florida,
USA, and the Mid-American fellow-
ship award, USA. Mithu too has
obtained awards from USA such as
the 2" prize in mixed media, at
International Miniature Art Competi-
tion, Montana, USA. He also won
prizes from the Institute of Fine Arts,
DUin 1981,1982 and 1988.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Dance Evening

Nreetyanchal presents a dance
evening (Monipuri and Kathak) at
the Natmondal, Dhaka University
Campus (adjacent to the central
mosque)on June 2at7:00 p.m.

Cultural Programme

Nazrul Institute, in celebration of
102nd birth anniversary of National
poetKazi Nazrul Islam, has chalked
out a two-day long elaborate
cultural and discussion programme
on June 283 at Kabi Bhaban,
House# 330/B, Rd.# 28,
Dhanmondi R/A. Programme
opens at 10:00 a.m. everyday.

Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh - Trends

Organised by the High Commission
of India, a ten daylong exhibition
titled 'Contemporary Art of Bangla-
desh - Trends' is being held at the
High Commission of India Cultural
Centre.

The exhibition will remain open
from 11:00 am. to 7:00 p.m. fill
June2.
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Bonsai Exhibition
The 4th solo exhibition of Bonsai by
Arham-ul-Hug Chowdhury is being
held at the Bengal Gallery (Bengal
Shilpalaya, 275/F, Road 27 old,
Dhanmondi).

The exhibition will remain open
to all from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
everydaytill June 1.
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