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World mark
lawaits Saurez

AFP. Srian. Sorth Kareva

Mexican football legend Claudio
Saurez was preparing Tuesday o
equal the world record lor inter-
national caps, and said his sights
were set on finishing his career at
the World Cup.

Suarez, just 32, is scheduled 1o
make his 157th appearance for the
Aziecas in this city just outside the
capital Seoul Wednesday as Mex-
ico begin their Conlfederations
Cup defence against Australia.

The Mexican skipper said the
match would be one of the proud-
est momenis in his career.

"I feel so good,” he wold AFP
through an interpreter, "It is for
me and the effort | have put in lor
all my career and the support from
all my friends and the players.”

The centre back has been a
feature of the Mexican defence lod
more than a decade and is one ol
the most highly regarded plavers
in world football.

He lifted the Confederations
Cup trophy in [ront of 110,000
home supporters at Mexico City
on July 4, 1999 alter a 4-3 victory
over Brazil that triggered wild
celebrauons.

But unlike other Mexican stars
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such as lomvel Real
Hugo Sanchez, hi
plaved abroad and currently plays
his club football lor Tigres

Suarez,. who went through a
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vigorous massage and stretching
session as the Mexicans trained at
Suwoen's World Cup stadium
Tuesday evening, said it was his
fitness that had enabled him (o
play sO many games,

"1 think the soccer game don l
have age, it only have ellort .and
working,” he told reparters
| le also said that he planned (i
appear in the next World Cup iy

South kot nd - Japan in 2002
with Noexico will ||l oo L
gualihving tarmament. | hope Lo
final my carcer m the Waorld ( H[“r_'

he sand

Suarez is expected (o surpass
the world cap record currently
held by Egyptian Hassan Hossam
when Mexico play their second
match against South Korea in this
eight-nation tournament.

Mexico s hinal group maltch 1s
against the World Cup holders and
European champions FFrance
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Skerritt gets his
marching orders

REUTERS, Brideete

West Indies team manager Ricky
Skerritt has been sacked by the
West Indies Cnicket Board (WICRB),
he conlirmed on Monday

Skerritt was  sacked h‘s the
Board's chicl exccutive Gregon
"&I‘li“lnglnh’r and told not 1o attend
the team's training camp in Trim
dad ahead of the Torthcoming 1oul
of Zimbabwe and Kenva

| was e-mailed by C1EO Greg-
gry Shillinglord and | was told that
a letter of termination would 1ol
low,” Skerritt 1old Reuters by el
phone from his home in St Kitts.

he WICE said 1in a statement
that last I'riday that Skerntt “was
contacted and directed not Lo
participate in the training camp in
Irimdad.”

At that ume, he was also in-
formed that a letter of termination
ol his contract would be sent 1o
him within seven days,” Shilling
ford said

“The WICB held a
meetings last week and, after fui
ther meetings are concluded, the
WICH wall make an overall state
ment on the management (eam
for our crickel tour to Zimbabwe
and Kenva,” Shillinglord added

Indians in

FROM PAGE 13

first on Pakistani soil since 1989.
Fhie two sides plaved three Tests in
India in 1999 despite unsuccessiul
threats from Hindu fundamental-
1S1s to disrupt the matches.

India cancelled a scheduled
tour ol Pakistan in December and
then twice pulled out of the Shar-
jah  hmited-overs series in the
United Arab Emirates.

The weekend decision 10 play
in the Asian Test Championship
came days alier India invited Paki-
stan military ruler General Pervez
Musharral for peace 1alks.

India accuses Pakistan  of
backing Muslim rebels in the dis-
puted Himalavan state of Kashmir,
which, has sparked two of (he
South Asian rivals” three wars
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Waorld Cup holders France have
warmed they will show no mercy
when they take on South Korea in
the opening match of the Confed-
erations Cup here Wednesday

But the co-hosts ol the tour-
nament and next year's World Cup
finals have warned France cannot
expect (00 much respect in the
clash

Australia play defending
champions Mexico in Suwon in
the second Group A encounter
Wednesday. Group B, [eaturing
Brazil, Japan, Canada and Camer-
oon, will start in Japan on Thurs-
day

French coach Roger Lemerre
highlighted “the importance ol
getting a good result against South
Korea in the opening match.”

Lemerre is to set underway the
remodelling ol the now legendary
winners of the 1998 World Cup
and 2000 Furopean Champion-
ships at the rehearsal tournament
for next vear's World Cup finals.

“This will be a good launch pad
for the people who are going to
replace the number one players’
who have staved in Europe, said
Lemerre.

The coach added he would be
letting. plavers “show what they
are worth” while in South Korea
and Japan lor the Conlederations
Cup which ends Junge

“This is the kind of compertition
where vou can look at a team from
everv angle. At the top, it is the
siiall details that matter.”
Zincdine Zidane. David Trezegucl
and Fmmanuel Petil are among «
host of plavers kept back by
championship duty in Italy and
Spain. Lemerre said it was time
that European championships
played to the same timetable.

But there are also plavers injured -
including Thierry Henry and

l‘abien Barthez -- alter a punishing

season in England

Of the World Cuap heroes in the 23-

man Conlederations Cup squad,

Co-hosts’ ultimate test
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French defender Willy Sagnol (L) and his Bayern Munich teammate Bix-

ente Lizarazu run together,

only Bixente Lizarazu, who could
be leaving Bavern Munich 1oy
Manchester United, and Marcel
Desailly are certain starters in any
LC I,

lhere are seven players in the
squad who do not yet have a lull
cap. and 13 others have repre-

10sented France less than five times.

One newcomer, Eric Carnere, ol
new Irench champions Nantes,
said he was "amazed to be sat nexi
1o plavers I am more used to see-
ing on the television.”

| he bitter rivalry between South
horea and Japan means that Ko-
rea’s imported coach Guus Hid-
dink cannot afford to see his side
lose by more than the five goals
that Japan conceded when they
visited Paris this vear.

But the Dutchman, who took the

Netherlands 1o the semi-final of

the 1998 World Cup [inals, said he
has been telling his plavers “they
must not have too much respect

lor France. They must not be
alraid to play them.”

| iddink told reporters: "We are
not going (o concentrate only on
defence even though France is a
strong team. This mateh will pro-
vide an opportunity for South
Korean football to join the world's
top division.”

South Korea's lootball estab-
lishment, which has had to per-
suade the government to spend
several billion dollars to host the
World Cup, has set a target of
reaching the second round ol next
yvear's linals
~ "1 am confident that
reach the last 16 at the
Cup,” Hiddink said.

France also play their second
group maich in Taegu on Friday
against Australia. South Korea will
plav Mexico in Ulsan.

he top two sides [rom each
group will go through to the semi-

finals.
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Mexicos  lootballers insisted
| uesday they were determined 1o
keep a fiom grip on the Confed
erations Cup as they prepared (o
begin their defence of the trophy
agamst Australia |

Lhe Oceania champions pro-
vide the first test 1o the Aztecas
when they play them at this city,
just outside the South Korean
capital Seoul, on Wednesday.

The day's play marks the start
ol the eight-nation competinion,
co-hosted by South Korea and
Japan and widely seen as a dress
rehearsal for next vear's World
Cup in the two countries.

Mexican captain Claudio Su-
arez. who will make a world-
record equalling 157th appearance
on Wednesday, said his team
would battle (o h't'[l hold ol the
trophy he lifted in Mexico City in
1999

"Remember Mexico are the
champions of the tournament,”
Suarcz told AP,

"I hope all the team stay in op-
amum condition and focus their
minds on the tournament.’

Mexico arrived in South Korea

since they gained independence
from Britain in 1947

fresh from a 4-0 deleat ar the

I hands of England on Friday and

Australian players jog during a training session in Seoul on May 29.

arc missing a number of key play-
ers due o club commitments In
the United States

But the tecam, rated 13 in the
world according to the latest FIFA
rankings, should prove too strong
lor an Australian team ranked at
LY

Nakata the
star attraction
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lapanese loothall superstar 1Hide
toshi Nakata, on leave from Hahian
lcague leaders AS Roma, charmed
the crowd without kicking the ball
Fuesday as his team prepared for
the Canfederations Cup.

lhe 24-vear-old  plavimaker
jogged around the pitch while his
leammates practiced lormation
plays and played small-scale
pracuce games, two days belore
Japan's first match against Can-
ada.

Nakata, whose recent  vital
contributions  lor Roma  alter
coming on as a substitute have
won him rave notices in Ialy, New
into Tokyo only hours alter briefly
played in injury time as his club

battled to a 1-1 draw with AC M-
lan on Sunday.
Alter a two-hour bullet train

rde, he was given a hero's wel-
came by around 13,000 spectators
durmg a short night training scs-
ston at Nilgata Athleties Stadium,
Fans chanted the name ol the
dved ginger-haired superstar and
Clupped loudly as he arrived.

Mexico out to prove a point

'he Australians were already
without star leeds United pair
Harrv Kewell and Mark \Viduka
who have been allowed 1o
bhehind in England.

[heir preparations then sul-
fered a lurther blow when a pair of
Netherlands-based plavers arrived
oo late to take part in the linal
training  session  the
held in Seoul.

Roda I'C goalkeeper Zeljko Ka-
lac and Fevenoord midhelder
Brett Emernton were due (o meel
up with the rest ol the squad later
in the day.

Australia have lound goals al-
most embarrassimgly easy Lo come
by recently alter notching up
rugbv-score  victories in  then
World Cup qualiliers against the
lowly likes ol Tonga and American
SAImos,

But coach Frank Farina has
said the key o the side's chances
here lies in their ability to defend.

Hs Hilll.lll has been bolstered
at the back by the addition ol
Middlesbrough  pair goalkeeper
Nark Sehwarzer and centre-hack
"aul )} Lhe captiun
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both ol whom missed the Waorld
Cup qualificrs,

Mexico are  scheduoled play
South Korea in the southern city ol
Ulsan on Friday June 1 and then
take on World Cuap holders and
Luropean champions France on
Sunday,

Australia are due 1o play France in
Facga on Friday and South Korea
here on Sunday

| e tap two teams in the group
will play the top two from Group
A, which is being held in Japan.
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FRENCH OPEN
AT A GLANCE

INTERNLT, Paris

Highhghts Trom the 9.6 million
dollars French Open on Monday al
Roland Garros:

Weather: Warm and sunny.
lemperatures between 61 and 85
degreces,

Attendance: 30,865,

Results
Men's singles: No. 1 Gustavo
Kuerten  beat  Argentina’s  Gui-

llermo Coria 6-1, 7-5, 6-4; No. 15
Jan-Michael Gambill lost 4-6, 6-2,
6G-4, 7-5 1o Kristian Pless of Den
mark,

Women's singles: No. 2 Venus
Willilams lost 6-4, 6-4 1o Austrian
Barbara Schett; No. 5 Amelie
Mauresmo lost 7-5, 7-5 o Ger
many's Jana Kandarr; No.
lelena Dokic beat Adriana Gersi ol
the Czech Republic 6-0, 6-0. |

Stat of the Day: 43 -- Number
ol unlorced errors by Venus Wil-
liams during her first-round loss.

Quote of the Day: ““Nothing's a
setback. It's just a loss.” -- Venus
Williams.

Forget about
Wimbledon

Delending men's singles French
Open champion Gustavo Kuerten
said after reaching the second
round on Monday that he still
intends to skip Wimbledon and
hive a rest rather than graze on
1SS,

The 24-year-old Brazilian came
here with back and thigh problems
which had marred his prepara-
tions but looked good in seeing ofl
Argentine upstart Guillermo Coriu
in straight sets.

But asked about whether he
would head across the English
Channel afterwards Kuerten said
he thought he would rather have a
rest,

"Mavbe it would be a good
time for me to rest a little bit. In
Hamburg | lost early so I had tin
to rest a bit, so I feel much betie
now,

“But I think I still have 1o re-
cover a little bit and rest. It (Wim-
bledon) is going to be the perfect
time for me (1o rest).

I'm looking for maybe more
rest and then prepare mysell for
other tournaments,” said ‘Guga,’

who is targeting a third Roland
Garros crown alter his 1997 win

and last year.

Kuerten flirst intimated he
might miss Wimbledon at Monte
Carlo last momth when he voiced
svinpathy for Spanish clay
cialists such as Alex Corretja, who
bovcotted the event last year in
protest at the tournament using its
selection  procedures for
seedinge to the detriment of non-
Erass Sped lalists

Day 2
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Murphy 18 Sl T
\.l|j-:n'l+ | () 0 5H3 ()
Hennie 2 () | () ()

ZIMBABWE A: First innings

I"brahim not oul 25
Rennie ¢ Dighe b Mohanty I
Masakadza not oul 65
'xtras: (Ib-1) I
lotal: (For 1 wkt in 16 overs) 33

Fall of wicket: 1-10

'o bat: C Wishart, C Evans, D Vil-
joen, T Taibu, T Friend, B Murphy,
[D Mutendera, B Strang

Bowler O M R-W
Zaheer 0 3s.at ()
NMohanty (5 2 10 |
Nehra 2 0 Y 0
Singh 2 1 2 ()

Abahani
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the L 1,‘“!\[ bolor L"'ﬁ‘\l”',.: ”ll'
opposiie nel orvia rellected  his
tremendous  power  and  ability

Besides, his ability to move down
the Nank with considerable pac
and pass the ball sensibly might
earn him a place in the national
(¢ean.

Hasan was later
I’¢psi man-of-the-match.

But Abahani had their share ol
problem in the up-front. Thei
new Nigerian recruit Peter Shikkan
came as a disappointment on the
second successive occasions. The
tall marksman missed at leasl
three sitters including an unbe-
lievable one early first hall. Shik-
kan, having been put clear by
Bidvut on the right side ol the
post, had Badda custodian Mosta-
fizur at his mercy. But his shot
neither entered the net nor even
went wide off the mark. It harm-
lessly rolled past the left sideline,

Shikkan's misery was [linally
over when Asad replaced him in
22nd minute of the second hall.
Sky-blue supporters were booing
while the Nigerian was making his
exil,

yellow cards: Bidvut, Tanvir
(Abhahani) and Bakhtiar (Badda).

I cams:

Abahani KC: Apel, Titu, Nazrul,
Sujon, Hasan, Igbal,  Arman,
Bidyut, Tanvir (Galim), Kanchan
and Shikkan (Asad).

Budda Jagorani:  Mostalizur,
ad, Imran (Nafiz) (Kamol), Anu-
pam, Prince, Nazrul, Bakhtiar,
Mintu, Nurul Islam, Walid (Pro-
tosh) and Mehdi,

Referees Tayeb Hossain,

STANDING OF GROUP A

adjudged

Team M W D L GF GA Pts,
Arambagh 2 1 1 0 2 O 4
Abahani -7 0 [ W ) I g, 4
Farashganj 2 0 2 0 0 O 2
Badda A0 ¢ [0 ¢ R T il 0

s
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Two ol the biggest dttractions in
men's tennis, 1999 st Andie
Agassi and US Open champion
Marat Salin, both moved into the
second round of the French Open
singles here Tuesday.

Las Vegan  Agassi, the 1999
ttlist an® third seed as well as AP
Champions Race leader, swatted
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Russian tennis star Marat Safin in action yesterday.

Sweden s Thomas Johansson 6-2,
h-3, -6 (7/5) while number two
seed Marat Safin of Russia also
mastered the baking hot condi-
LHONS beat  Austrian Markus
Hipll 6-3, 6-3, 6-7 (6/8), 6-1 in 2hr
I4min,

After a ralt ol opening-day
shocks in the women's lourna-
ment top seed Martina Hingis ol
Switzerland and fourth seed Jen-
niler Capriati also sped through

Hingis, chasing the onlv Grand

lid

e :

Slam-singles crown-she has yetrto--

win the singles crown here, fol-
lowed Agassi on court and swept
aside Gala Leon Garcia of Spain 6-
FoO-0 and sentout a stark nmessage
(0 her rivals.

“You have to beat me that's all
I can say - you have to beat me,”
sald the 20-year-old Swiss miss,
who joked she had been in a hurry
Lo hinish the job.

It was so hot out there - )
thought I'd  better take  every
point,” she laughed.

PHOTO: AFP

Hingis has her mother here
with her alter twice spliding with
her as coach. |

The two are once again work-
ing together and Iingis admitted:
“It's important 1o me that my
mum is here and 1 have her sup-

port. She knows my game the
best.”

Australian Open  champion
Capriati  earlier ook her time

comparcd with Hingis to oust
Emilic Lot of France 6-2, 7-5 In
Lo while--three-time- -cham-

Biggies storm thru’

pion and Spanish 11th seed Aran- ‘ %

(xa Sanchez defeated Greta Arn of
Germany 4-6,6-2, 641,

Agassi. having endured a poor
clay warm-up 1o the event with
early departures in Rome and
Hamburg, had to dig his heels in
(o take the third set on the tiebreak
but was otherwise untroubled
against Johansson. .

‘I leel ready, but it was hard
work,” said the 31-year-old Agassi
alter wrapping his match up in 1 hr
S0min.

“There are alot of good players
oul there on clav. For me its nol
about how long | play it's how
intense I play. And I'm stanting 1o
get a linle more comfortable out
there,” revealed Agassi, the Aus-
tralian Open champion.

Salin likewise quickly reached
cruising speed as he pocketed the
opening two o sets hut lost his
rhathin in the third before streak-
il'lg Illrtllif;h the fowtly 10 win in
2hr 1 1nan.

| e Russian sand he put his fit-
ness level at only about 60 percent
- but that was more than enough
to see off Hipfl.

‘I am glad 10 come back here
and happy that I am getting over
the injury,”

said Safin, whose best finish
here in four visits to date remains
last year's quarter-final berth.

“I am getting better - but still
have to play some matches 1o get
some confidence back.

“There were some little nerves.
It's the first match, the first round
of Roland Garros so il was a liule
bit difficult.”

In other men's action, Span-
lard Carlos Moya showed glimpses
of the kind of form which led him
o the 1998 title here as he ground
compatriot Feliciano Lopez into
the red dust 6-1, 6-4, 6-0 in just an
hour and a quarter, winning 91
percent of his first service points.

Spanish 13th seed Alex Corretja
outlasted Mariano Zabaleta of
Argentine 2-6, 7-6 (V/3), 6-3, 4-6,
6-1 while another Spaniard, David
Sanchez, caused a minor stir by
beating Swedish ninth seed Mag-
nus Norman 4-6. 4-6, 7-6 (7/4), 6-
1, 6-2.

Norman was the third men’'s
seed to fall.

Tommy Haas of Germany
thrashed Jerome Golmard ol
France 6-0, 6-1, 6-1 while Sargis
Sargsian of Armenia also moved
on when Norwegian opponent
Chnstian Ruud retired injured
with a back injury with Sargsian
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FRENCH OPEN DIARY

AEP, Paris

French Open diary on the second
day of the tournament here Tues-
day:

FERRERO LIKES TO SUFFER

Juan Carlos Ferrero, who hopes
o capture Gustavo Kuerten's
French Open crown, says he likes
to suffer a little in the name ol
boosting his ranking and his title
collection.

The 2l-vear-old fourth seed
came here labouring under an
abductor strain which forced him
to miss the World Team Cup last
week and then needed treatment
for a foot problem amid his 6-2, 6-
2, 6-3 dismissal of Austrian Stefan
Koubek.

"He took the battle to me but |
plaved solidly,” said the man the
Spanish call Mosquito because he
Is so shim.

"The final stages cost me a bit
but it's better if vou have to suller
a little,” said the Davis Cup winner
who stands second in the AlLP
Champions Race lollowing s
Masters Series win in Rome and

run to the Hamburg hinal

I had lour davs oll and onh
tramed Fridav and Sateaday so b m
leeling pretty good,” he added.
(AFP)

EVERYBODY LOVES SCHETT

[hese are exciting, nay sexy,
times for Austrian Barbara Schett -
and not just because she knocked
Venus Williams out of the French
Open at the first time of asking on
Monday.

The 25-vear-old Schetr, a
quarterfinalist at the US Open two
years ago, was in the news for a
rather different reason earlier this
vear when British magazine Ace
dubbed her the sexiest plaver on
the women's circuit.

And with Anna Kournikova
missing in Paris through injury
that title is certainly up for grabs in
the city ol lovers.

FROM EUROPATO ZOOROPA

Jan Michael Gambill had the
misfortune to become the first
men's seed to head for the exit
after losing to Danish journevman
Knistian Pless in the opening
round of the men’s singles.

But every cloud has a silver
lining and Gambill can get back to
another passion - animal welfare.

\lter getting to the final of the

\Masters Series event at Miami
earlier this yvear Gambill donated
some of his winnings to a zoologi-
cal park near his home in Wash-
ington State.

The park is home to various fe-
line creatures, including lions and
jaguars.

But Gambill, who turns 24 on
Sunday, also likes jaguars of a
ditferent Kind.

He collects the four-wheeled
variety.

GOING GLOBAL

Roland Garros is already a
global event - but this year the
influence in the tournament has
spread wider than ever.

Some three billion people - half
the world's population - are set to
tune in at some point or anaother
to watch broadcasts of the action
in 166 countries on 133 television
stations, who will show between
them around 6200 hours ol rennis
across the fortnight.
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