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Bangladeshi art in the land of the

rising sun
Fokhrul Islam's exhibit at Tokyo

SHAHANA PARBEEN

AINTING exhibitions in

various galleries around

Dhaka city are featured
regularly in these columns. But this
exhibition being featured here was
held in Japan. How great it makes
the artist and his near and dear
ones feel when he can show his art
works to a wider audience, when he
gets an international break. It is a
matter of pride for his nation too, to

Fokhrul Islam

know that a 'son of the soil' is mak-
ing waves abroad.

Mohammad Fokhrul Islam has
successfully held a solo art exhibi-
tion in Japan. This exhibition was
held from 7th to 19th May at the
Chuwa Gallery in Tokyo. This was
his fourth solo art exhibition. He has
previously held two exhibitions in
Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts
and one at Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka.

Most of his works displayed in
the Chuwa gallery , were oil on
paper. There was an exaggerated
use of browns and blacks. A lot of
bold stripes and use of earth tones
made up his abstract arts. A few of
his creations are printed here.

Talking about his work, he says
that he does not try to prove his
skills though his paintings. For him,
art is a medium of expressing of his
emotions. Fokhrul says that when-

artist, he fails to create an art form.
The creation becomes a quest to
prove something. This, he feels, is a
barricade towards creativity. He
never tries to pass judgement on his
work either. He reasons that one
can not measure love and affection .
Similarly, he cannot judge his work.
As long as his creations bring
happiness to people, make them
smile and touch their heart, he is
happy. This is what he, as an artist,
conceives as his gain.

Md Fokhrul Islam completed his
BFA in Ceramics from the Institute
of Fine Arts of Dhaka University in
1990. After that he spent two years
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Event

Bringing people closer to their

culture

Shetubandha accords reception to five renowned
personalities of the country

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HETUBANDHA, a cultural

organisation dedicated to

the promotion of artists of the
country, recently accorded a recep-
tion to renowned personalities of the
society and held a cultural function
to mark the occasion.

The cultural organisation
awarded five personalities for their
contribution in their respective
fields. The awardees are Tohab
Khan (journalism), M A H Selim
(social welfare), Abdus Sabur Khan
Chowdhury (compere), Shahin
Samad (singer) and A T M
Shamsuzzman (acting).

Hena Kabir presided over the
programme held at the Central
Public Library auditorium in the city.
State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Choudhury was present
as chief guest. Khandokar
Rashedul Haque, R M Khan and
Mahabub-uz-Zaman were present
as special guests.

The programme began with the
presentation of flower bouquets to
all the distinguished guests on the

sation. The chief guest than handed
over a certificate and crest to each
of the five recipients.

State Minister Abul Hasan
Choudhury said in his speech that
"Shetubandha" was an organisation
whose efforts were really worthy of
appreciation. It is role model for
other cultural organisations to look
upto.

Singers Farida Parveen, Yasmin
Mushtari, Ferdous Ara, and Iffat Ara
Nargis presented songs at t the
cultural programme that followed
the reception.

Shetubandha is a cultural organi-
sation set up to promote such activi-
ties in the country. lts name is
derived from two very Bangla
words, Shetu, which means a
bridge, and Bandhan, which means
aconnection or tie.

Abridge is also used for commu-
nication purposes, to connect two
remote areas. The organisation is
working to do that, that is setting a
form of communication between
people and culture.

The organisation is a result of the
thinking and efforts of some artistes
to generate for a good cause. It aims

to lift our indigenous culture to step
forward, and to promote or culture
and heritage both at home and
overseas, so that it is used as a
bridge of communication between
different people.

In the past, the organisation has
helped to promote neglected art-
istes living at various corners of the
country to the larger audience in
Dhaka. Its has also come forward to
help destitute or needy artists in
need of help through raising funds.
An international music convocation
was organised with the participation
of renowned artistes of the sub-
continent to promote brotherhood
among neighbouring countries. At
different times it has also brought
needy and destitute children to the
auditorium, giving them a chance to
watch cultural functions to encour-
age them towards cultural activities.

Shetubandha has also set up a
rehabilitation centre for the old and
disabled artists and has further
plans up its sleeves for more social
welfare activities in the future. It has
also set up a modern training centre
for budding artists of the country.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Contemporary Art
of Bangladesh -

Trends
Organised by the High Commission
of India, a ten daylong exhibition titled
'Contemporary Art of Bangladesh -
Trends' is being held at the High
Commission of India Cultural Centre.
The exhibition will remain open
from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. till June

2.

Bonsai Exhibition
The 4th solo exhibition of Bonsai by
Arham-ul-Hug Chowdhury is being
held at the Bengal Gallery (Bengal
Shilpalaya, 275/F, Road 27 old,
Dhanmondi).

The exhibition will remain open to
all from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
everyday till May 31.

Image -7, oil on paper

studying in Beijing on a Chinese
government scholarship. He has
participated in a host of workshops
and art camps under renowned
artists from both home and abroad.
Among those under whose supervi-
sion he worked include Professor
Abdur Razzak, Professor
Mahmudul Hag, Sussan Benton, a
renowed artist from America,
Adriana Hernandez from Denmark,
and Jorg Bachhofer of Germany.
Fokhrul has participated in many
group exhibitions both home and
abroad.

He is currently working as a
freelance artist at his own studio in
Bashiruddin Road, Kalabagan,
Dhaka.

dais by the members of the organi-
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Paintings for the
Liberation War

Museum
A painting exhibition by Kanak
Chanpa Chakma and Khalid
Mahmood Mithu is being held at the
Saju Art Gallery in Gulshan. The
artists donated all these artworks for
Liberation War Museum's fund
raising.

The exhibition will remain open to
all from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. till
May 31.

Summer Fest
A fashion exhibition by design house
Kay Kraft titled'Summer Fest' is being
held atthe WVAauditorium.
The exhibition will continue everyday
from 3 p.m. - 9 p.mtil May 28.

ever he tries to prove himself as an  Image -5, Image-2, Image-6( oil on paper) Singer Farida Parveen presenting a song at the cultural programme following th reception
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