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Lankan cricket
body faces probe

St bankan  Sports  Nmnister
Lukshman Kiriella has appointed a
five-member panel o probe the
activities ol the cricket control
bhoard he sacked in March trig-
gering a spate of court cases,

[he head of the live-member
panel,  Hemantha — Warnaku-
Jasuriva, said he had been asked o
investigate allegations of corrup-
tion amid charges of financial
mistanagement by the sacked
board which was headed by Thi-
langa Sumathipala.

“There are lots ol allegations
made in newspapers and here and
there, but what we are saving Is
that il any afhiliared club or indi-
vidual has any informaton  or
complaint to get in touch with us.”
Warnakulasuriva said.

The minister appointed an in-
terim panel to run the Board of
Control for Cricket in Sri Lanka
(BCCSL) in March.

However, the interim panel
went into a spin when a court
ordered last week that it should
not operate the bank accounts
until a case filed bv sacked Su-
mathipala is heard on June 1.

The sports ministry has said it
will fund the cricker board until
the legal obstacles are cleared.

The interim-panel recently an-
nounced that they were carrving
out an audir to find out how much
money was in the kitty when the
previous cominittee was sacked in
March.

The latest probe is in addition
to the audit.

The sports minister charged
that the sacked board did not
submit its accounts a month
ahead of its annual meet as re-
quired and presented the accounts
only about two weeks before the
annual general meeting.

Sumathipala said the Colombo
Commercial Court ruling had
vindicated his Stand and he was
pressing the authorities to restore
democratic elections and have a
new committee appointed to run
the BCCSIL.

'SA physio

Says SOrIry

& REUTERS, Cape Toun

South African team physiothera-
pist Craig Smith and five plavers
got " carried away' celebrating
the recent series victory over Wesl
Indies by smoking marijuana in an
hotel room, Smith said on Satur-
dav.

| suppose we got a little car-
ned awav with our celebrations
and our jubilation,” Smith said. *°1
think at the time we probahly
knew thar what we were doing
wasn 1 right.

iF \ 11t}
can do what sou want but its un-
acveptable when vou are repre
senting vour country. We realise
that it was something that
shouldn't have been done and
we re regretful thar it happened.”

Smith and the quintet of crick-
eters - Herschelle Gibbs, Roger
Telemachus, Andre Nel, Paul Ad-
ams and Justin Kemp - were fined
10,000 rand (1,250 dollars) and
given a severe reprimand.

Smith, back at his home in
Cape Town, added: "| believe that
in everv situation, something can
be tumed around and vou can
bringa right outofa wrong.”

Some of us feel that we can
change the public’s perception of
this incident and do some work in
the field of drug or aleohol addic-
tion.
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& Bracewell on

the attack

REUTERS, London

Gloucestershire coach John Brac-
ewell hit out ar England’s selectors
on Saturday for not picking any of
his plavers in the one-day squad
for the Triangular series againsi

Australia and Pakistan nexi
month.
Gloucestershire have domi-

nated the domestic limited-overs
game over the last two seasons,
retaining both the NatWest Tro-
phy and Benson and Hedges Cup
last summer when they also won
the National League title.

The team are also through to
the semi-finals of this vear's Ben-
son and Hedges Cup, prompting
the former New Zealand spin
bowler 1o accuse the selectors of a

‘collective conspiracy” in ignor-
ing the claims of England A team
captain Mark Alleyne and pace-
man Jon Lewis.

- Its a disgrace and I'm
shocked at their non-selection,”
he said.

Silvia’s maiden

A crown

AFP. Srasbourg
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l_l:ily'ﬁ Slvia larina Elia won the
lirst tournament of her prolessi-
onal career in the WIA event here
on Saturday when she beat Ger-
any's Anke Huber 7-5, 046, 6-4.
The 29-year-old lalian, ranked
¢Bih in the world, was delighted
with her win which follows  a
steady scason of progress on clay
and bodes well for the Freneh
Open, which begins on Monday.
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Defending  champion  Gustavo
Kuerten of Brazil said Sunday that
he was fit and confident as he
launches his bid for a third French
Open title in the Grand Slam tour-
nament which gets underway here
Monday.

Despite a tough start with an
opening fie  against  up-and-
coming Argentiniun  Guillermo
Coria. top-seeded Kuerten said
that he had prepared well for the
tournament and was back in form.

Nagging back and thigh ail-
ments had dogged his progress
more recently and in the Tennis
Masters Series in Hamburg he
went out in the first round to Max
Mirnvi of Belarus

“After Hamban g e was the Lirst
time sinece  Indian Wells  that |
peallv practised hard and toed 1o
get something for my body during
practice. | could say 1'm in perfect
condition, but there’'s always a
doubt,” said Kuerten.

“I've prepared for this tourna-
ment. | think I'm ready. The way
I'm going to play my first match is
important because it will build my
confidence.”

And the 24-vear-old Kuerten
knows that his opening match
against the 19-year-old Coria will
be one of his toughest.

ik i s a bigg testand aoven

big match. NMavbe one ol (he
toughest matches in the  lirst
round,” said Kuerten. .

‘We're both going to be a little
bit nervous at the beginning  But
normally we should play o great
match. And the one who enjovs i
mostwilb win,

!‘ | o /5
GUSTAVO KUERTEN

“I have o good chance,” added
Kuerten of securing a third title:
“Especially it [ get mysell into the
fourth round or the final.

Roland Garros changed Kuer-
ten's life four vears ago when he
arrived from nowhere and woh the
singles title by crushing two-time
champion Sergi Bruguera of Spain
in straight sets in the final.

And he now has nothing to
prove on the slow red clay here
after winning his second title on

. \“’r .
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Kuerten the man to beat

French Open starts today

his 11th  mateh dpaInst
Swede Magnus Novoran st vear,
He went on to become the st
Latin American ever to end the
vear ranked number one in the
world,

“I saw that march lTor the st
time a couple ol davs ago. T was
AIMazing daddmitted  huerten
“From the st at h point until
the end itwas aloostan hour.”

"With the Masters Cup last vear
it was one ol the three highest
moments of my life.”

And winning the second title
was even sweeter than the first, he
said.

“The first one just happened. It
was something that happened to
me, 1t was great,

"1 think the second one was
much more. I proved to mysell. |
came here to play at the biggest
level with the big players.”

With 1999 title-winner Andre
Avassi in the twilight of his career,
Russian Marat Salin inconsistent
and Spaniard Juan Carlos Ferrero
uncertain with an abductor st
Nuerten appears the lavourite

A abter e oo b Oipen the
Brasdian plans to cest and skip the
Crass courts ol Wimbledon.

‘It would be a good tine ol
me to rest a little. Alter Hamburg |
had time 1o rest and | feel better
now. But | still feel that | still have
to recover a bit and rest and have
treatment and prepare for other
fournaments,
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Pete Sampras on Saturday down-
plaved his chances of winning the
only Grand Slam title to elude him
during his impressive career prior
to the start of the French Open on
Monday.

As organisers put the linishing
touches to Roland Garros' red clay
surfaces, the 29-year-old American
made his own inspection of the
newlv-named  Philippe-Chartier
central court.

Sampras is aiming to get in a
few practice shots there first be-
[ore he bids to get there [or real.

. Burt although the former world
number one admits his form has
been better of late, Sampras is
adamant that he stll has to fight
his wav through a talented bunch
of contenders.

“I'm the dark horse here,” ad-
mitted the number five sced, who
would  dearly add the

Roland Garros jenel (o a crown
e ady adormed with 13 Grand

Slam utles

lenwe o

Sampras has not won a tour-
nament Wimblcedon  last
summer, but said that he was en
couraged by his own performance
last week in the World Team Cup,
where the United States failed to
reach the linals.

"Obviously I'm not among the
favourites here like in other Grand
Slam competitions,” said Sampras.

"But in the World Team Cup |
won a couple of matches and that

S

PETE SAMPRAS

Pete counts himself out

gave me some confidence. T feel
mentally and physically fresh.

“I'm happy to be back in Paiis,
but I know that it's not going to be
casy. There are a lot of guys who
are in with a chance. Kuerten
(Gustavo) and Ferrero (Juan Car-
los) are the guys to beat.

"They've performed well all
season ... but you never know...,"
added Sampras, who has suffered
repeated disappointment at the
French barring 1996 when he
reached the semilinals.

But he believes that the 100th
anniversary of the competition
could be his year to break his jinx
and lift the title on his 12th at-
tempt.

"1 feel good. 1 didn't start the
season well in Rome and Ham-
burg, but [ feel in form,” added
Sampras.

Sampras’ resolve to do better
this time round will be put to the
test from the start. He faces a
tricky draw with a first round
match against a qualifier, and il
successful should head for a
quarterfinal against third-seeded
compaltriot Andre Agassi, winner
in 1999 and AI'P points leader.

RT

No Davenport
REUTERS, Porls

A\maerican Lindsay Davenport has
pulled oot of the Tregeh Open
because ol an injury 1o her right
knoe.

Davenport was seeded three for
the event, which starts on Mon-
dav. It will-be the first grand slam
she has missed since Wimbledon
in 149492

Arantxa victor
at home

AEP, Madrid
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Number two

secd Arantxa San
chez-Vicario ol Spain won the
170.000-dollar WIA tournament
here Saturday, beating compatriol
Angeles Montolio 7-5, 6-0.

Sanchez-Vicario, who this sca-
son has alrecady won the Porto
WTA tournament, collects her
209th carcer win and her sixth on
Madid soil.

Hlowever the 29-year-old
Spaniard lailed 1o impress in the
carly stages, with number cight
seed Montolio racing to a 3-1 lead
and threatening to increase the
margin.

The 25-year-old Montolio has
already impressed this year win-
ning the Bol and Estoril tourna-
ments, but by the time Sanchez-
Vicario had pulled it back to 5-5
and some of the long-ball rallies
had ended, MNontolio's  early
promise lost some its bounce.

Sanchez-Vicario then  raised
the stakes in the second set, racing
through to take the game in a 6-0
whitewash.

She is now seeded 11 for the
I'rench Open at Roland Garros
which begins on Monday.

EA Games
China finish
atop

AFP, Osaka
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AFP, Dusseldorf

Australia shrugged off the sudden
loss through injury of star singles
plaver Patrick Rafter to beat Ger-
many 2-1 and claim the World
Ieam Cup title here Saturday.

Llevion Hewitt got the Austra-
lians off to a winning start when
he overcame Marat Safin 6-3, 6-4
but Scott Draper, deputising for
Rafter, was then outclassed by
Yevgeny Kafelnikov 6-2, 6-4 as the
Russians levelled the scores.

Draper recovered however to
team up with Wayne Arthurs in
the doubles to pull off a shock 7-6
(7-5), 1-6, 6-4 victory over Kalel-
nikov and Safin.

arlier Rafter revealed that he
had been fighting inflammation in
his right arm all week, after he
competed in both
deubides in the first cound

singles  and

T'he problem has boithered him
many times over the vears, and he
blames a long lay-oll and practis.
mg with highter balls than those

Aussies rally past

used in Dusseldorf while he was
lraining at home in Bermuda

‘I ve been able to maintain it in
the past and if it gets bad I've been
able to do very deep massage and
it goes. In this case it hasn't gone.
[1's stayed with me and it's getting
worse,” the Australian explained.

Rafter will attempt to play at
next week's French Open at
Roland Garros, but if the pain
increases further he will not hesi-
tate to pull out in order to heal the
arm In lime lor the grass courl
SUASUTN

e has already decided (o
withdraw [rom the doubles, if his
partner Andrew Kratzmann can
find an alternative partner.

"I probably will play the French
Open il it stays the same, but the
performance won't be great,” said
Ralter.

“I'm pretty sure it'll be better if
| take a few days off, but if it's not
I'll be three-quarter serving and
relyving on a lot of volleys, | guess.
But if it got really, really bad |
would definitely pull out and get
myscll ready for the grass courts.”
Salin’s temper again came close to
boiling over as he failed 1o over-

ussians

come the tenacious Hewitt. The
Australian fired a warning in the
opening game as he sent down
two aces, and although he then
struggled on his serve at times and
hit six double-faults, he was al-
wayvs the steadier plaver.

Only one break of serve in each
set gave Hewilt victory. He broke
to lead 3-1, but then had to save
iwo break points in the next game
bhefore taking the set on his hith
sel point,

I'he second set was equally
close, with Hewitt breaking for 4-3
and Salin drawing a warning for
hitting a ball out of the stadium.

Draper hit cight aces against
Kalelnikov, but the Russian
quickly gained the upper hand by
breaking in the third game and
again for 5-2. In the second set,
just one break for 3-2 was enough
(o give Kalelnikov victory.

In the doubles, Russia out-
plaved Australia in the second set
alter losing the first on o tie-
breaker, and the final set remained
evenly balanced until Kafelnikov's
serve was broken in the final
game.

P10 AFP

Members of Australian team (L-R) Darren Cahill, Scott Draper, Wayne Arthurs, Patrick Rafter and Lieylon Hewill

pose with the World Team Cup trophy after beating Russia in the final in Dusseldorf on May 26.

China wrapped up their gold
medal hunt Sundav at the East
Asian Games adding five more (o
their tally, but hosts Japan and
"guests” Australia dented their
pride on the final day of action at
the regional mini-Olympics.

China triumphed in their own
martial art of wushu and grabbed
two women's judo golds to finish,
for the third time in as manv
Games, on top of the gold-medal
standings with 85 out of a possible
204,

But the Japanese stole the
show on Sunday when they won
the men's football and volleyball
titles and proved too strong in the
men s premier heavyweight and
open judo events.

Nevertheless, Japan finished in
the runner-up spot to China for
the third consecutive time with 6
olds, while South Korea found
themselves again in third spot
with 34.

Australia completed a hat i}
ol wins Sunday, with their men
and women doing the double over
South Korea while their male bas-
ketballers fended off China.

All told, the eclectic mix of raw
and experienced Australian ath-
letes swept all before them in 20
events, but their feats did not turn
into medals or podium positions
due to their "guest” status.

Il not for the restrictions, they
would have finished fourth on the
gold-medal table.

I'heir presence, however, cer-
tainly added extra spice to the
nine-day games, in particular in
the pool, on the basketball court
and the hockey pitch.

It also enabled them to im-
prove their skills in such tradi-
tional Asian sports as judo and
taekwondo.

Australia provided a spirited fi-
nale to the football competition
with their Young Socceroos con-
ceding the winner off Tatsuva
Ishikawa eight minutes from time
[0 give Japan a 2-1 in the under-23
evenl

Miles
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boards und only ellective meas-
Lhe

e eI cenied s
e 1s ot varmished boacthe

We belivve that niuch ol the
match-fixing has stopped during
the last vear,” he soid

“I think there is now some real
fear in the cricketing world that il
the plavers behave badlv they are
more hikely to caught now than in
the past,” he said.

But he added: Sadly, we sull
think that a small number ol
cricketers and certain other people
arc involved in malpractice. We
believe that a small amount ol
match fixing is still happening in a
number of parts of the world.”

lhe former london Metro-
politan Police chiel said he did nol
name individual plavers in his
report primarily for legal reasons.

Publication of names ol indi-
vidual players in new investiga-
tions and allegations would not
only hamper the entire process
but could also lead to delamation
and legal action, he said.

Condon called upon all cricket
boards to work together o deal
with the problem of match lixing.
I expect all the boards to play

| thelr fall roles.”

-
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Atherton watch out

PHOTO: INTERNET

Australian Prime Minister John Howard (R) poses with Australian cricket
caplain Steve Waugh while holding the Ashes urn on the eve of the
team'’s departure for England on Friday.

l[T] Cricket

AFP, Sveltiey

Clenn MeGrath sass hie will target
England opencr Mike  Atherton
during Australia’s bid 0 win a
seventh  straight  Ashes  cricket
SENes,

McGrath is convinced that by
demoralising Atherton he will hurt
the entire England side, just as he
did to the West Indies earlier in
the vear when he mastered Brian
L ara. :

Atherton, a lormer England
captain, is a veteran ol 109 Tests
(7,451 runs at 38.60), and his abil-
ity to see off the new ball attack of
McGrath, Brett Lee and Jason
Gillespie will be crucial.

Athers is still the key wicket,
that’s the one I'm after,” McGrath
said Saturday before flving ofl to
England.

It would be nice to continue
to get him out -- I've got him 13
times so far and I'm looking for-
ward to renewing our rivalry.”

McGrath is the ideal bowler for
English conditions, firing the ball
on a good length with sharp pace
and bounce then letting the pitch
or a rash stroke from the batsman
do the rest.

"Yeah, l've got some good
memories in England -- the Ashes
in 1997 and the World Cup in
1999. and last year playving for
Waorcestershire, ™ he said

McGrath was superb during

\ustralia’s World Cup victon
while his 76 wickets for Worcester-
shire last county season came al
only 13,77,

Pakistan not pleased

“‘I Cricket

Rinens, [eice

Pakistan captain Wagar Younis Is

unhappy that Enghsh county sides

wedkened teams
I WwWarin-up g4mnes

have helded
against them
for their test sernes against Eng-
land.

It's highlv disappointing but
we have to go with the flow
Waqar said om Sunday

We are short ol practice just
because ol sub-standard opposi
ton.

Pakistan lost the first
Lord’s by an innings and nine runs
inside three davs

I'hey bounced back from this
defeat by beating below-strength

lest 4al

| eicestershire within two davs b
an innings and 26 runs in thei
final preparation lor the
test whach starts at Old Traftord on
I hursday

SE Hlnj

I3ut the match only served to
highlight the vast gulf in class be-
tween playing tests and English
countyv opposition. of their previ-
ous warm-up matches against
British Universities, Derbyshire
and Kent -- have fully tested Paki-
stan, with the counties choosing to
rest key players for what they re-
gard as more important domestic
competition matches

'he universities match ended
in two davs while Pakistan batted
just once against Kent and faced
only 20 overs ol their second in-
nings against Derbvshire before
being thrashed in the first test

Wagqai | eicestershire
without such leading plavers as
Devon Malcolm, the injured Altab
Habib and overseas signing Daniel
Marsh, had been among the top
three in the county championship
in recent vears but had lielded a
much-weakened side

Nobody

properiy

said

got to howl or bat

he said.

Pakistan coach Richard Pybus
was more positive though.

‘It was disappointing that it
vas over in two days but the spin-
ners got a good work-out, even if it
was not against the strongest op-
position,” he said after Saglain
Mushtag and Mushrag Ahmed
each took four wickets in the sec-
ond innings

| talked to the Leicestershire
players, theyve plaved a lot of
cricket and have a lot of injuries.
It s unfortunate. | feel for them.
lhe amount they play is ridicu-
lous.

Pybus was also pleased with
the fast bowling of Waqar Younis,
Waqgar Akram and Shoaib Akhrar
against leicestershire while Faisal
Igqbal and Yousuf Youhana were in
the runs

I'he Pakistan sguad trained in
leicester on Sunday. belore set-
ung oft for Manchester on Mon-

day

Law fights back

EY Y} Cricket

AP, |
Essex's Australian batsman Stuart
Law struck a superb 132 not
but found htle support as his side
battled to follow-on
agamst Surrey at | he Oval

At the close of the second day

“d\lVe 'lll'

1SSex were 265 lor seven in lt'|"'"
to the counn +l|x|r‘.-1|,uu!1- 1948 -il"r
Innings that fearured
trom England internationals Alex
[ udor and Alec Stewart

I he lact that Law
omitted from an Ashes tour squad,
came in at 22 lor two made no
ditterence to the way he batted

Llis century came in quick
time, oft 155 balls and included 17
lours

centunes

once again

Both Stewart and Tudor started
the day in the 90s and it was the
England wicket-keeper who was

dav. bowled by lelt-armer Mark
Hott lor four. It was Stewart's Hirst
century of the season but he lell
soon atterwards, bowled tor 106 by
ik

in all the former Englana cap-
tain faced 198 balls and struck 13
fours.

Anderson

'udor, who two vears ago was

famously left stranded on 99 not
out at the end ol the Edgbaston
lest against New Zealand

not go from Y6 10 100 1n one hit

n
COLiiel

But having reached the land-
mark with a steer to third man he
reeled oft three fine boundaries,
belore he holed out to law ofl
llott

I'he fast bowler faced 171 balls
and hit one six and 16 fours in a
classy iInnings

Yorkshire's
one of several England quicks on

Chris Silverwood,
the county's books, gave the slec
tors a reminder with hive for 58 as
Northamptonshire were bowled
out for 195 at Headingley in repl\

Little play was possible in the
First maich
benween Glamorgan and Kent at
Swansea bult there was time for the
Welsh county to reach 177 for
eight after starting the day 42 for
four 1In the wisitors

da other Division

response l[o

Second Division an un-
beaten 83 from Hampshire wicket-
Adrian Avmes helped
Robin Smith's side pile up 464
against Derbyshire. At the close
the hosts were 188 for four, 127
short of aveiding the follow-on
with Steve Stubbings 84 not out

At Bnistol, Worcestershire cap-
tain Graeme Hick did not enforce
the alter his team
bhowled Giloucestershire o
1/ alter the had made
| am-
pitt took hive lor 22 and Worcester

In the

i'u't'}'le'_r

follow-on
out
VISHTOTS
Veleran seamer Stuart

|
L

captam haoos Shanm made 58 and

tiest to three figures to the hosts 374. Following-on, 1% eckes chipped in with 50 as
Stewart stroked a 1:-;: xlu;rnli -\:”11|“-‘Il1|15lil'l\|1|'lt‘ were 9-0 at the \ddleses reached 273 for six at
hall volley from the first ball ol the  ¢lose l ord's
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