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| Music |
- The Search Begins

Benson & Hedges Star Search 2001 gets underway

NAFID IMRAN AHMED

HE past three (o four years
were quite a boon lor the
music industry of Bangla-

desh. One of the major reasons was
Benson & Hedges Star Search musi-
cal talent contest, a phenomenal
approach that provides undiscov-
ered musical talents an opportunity
to be heard and appreciated.

Since its official launch, Benson &
Hedges has been committed to the
cause of music. Bringing interna-
tional stars, arranging live and
acoustic concerts, jam sessions and
fusion concerts. Srar Search 1s
another commitment for linding
hidden talents, The first Star Search
was held in 1999. It opened a magi-
cal pathway for the musical group
‘Vikings'. Star Search 2000 was even
better. After the first success they
realised that it was unfair to select
only one star. They introduced best
band, best solo performer and eight
other categories in Star Search 2000.
'Steeler' was judged best band while
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Atahar Hossain Tito got best solo
performer. Alter winning the Srar
Search the winners never had to look
back. The participated in mega
concerts and performed with inter-
national and local mugical icons.
Ihey already have their albums
relcased and are earning quite a
name.

Determined to find more stars,
Benson & Hedges has organised Srar
Search 2001. The process ol Star
Search 2001 siarted on April 27,
2001. Ata press brieling held on May
23, Benson & Hedges informed the
press that this year the application
forms are available at a lew selected
restaurants, eateries and retail
outlets. In addition, the application
forms are also available in maga-
zines and newspapers. Through
different media Benson & Hedges are
inviting musicians to apply. This
year Benson & Hedges expects 10
draw a large number ol amateur
performers. Like previous years this
year the panel of judges will consist
of leading musicians of the country,

Along with the application form,
it Is mandatory to provide a demo
tape ol the applicant’s music. The
demo might be professional studio
recorded or home recorded, The
panel of judges will then review the
application form, listen to the tape
and invite short listed candidates to
alive audition, In previous years 100
participants were short-listed and
invited for live auditions. Finally 15
contestants selected from the live
auditions will be invited to perform
at the Benson & Hedges Star Search
2001,

Interested musicians are
expected to complete the applica-
tion forms, prepare a demo tape and
send in their entries by June 8. The
final programme will be held in July.
Benson & Hedges has already
received many application forms
and demo tapes and more are on
their way. This IS @ major opportu-
nity for the musicians all over the
country to try, participate and
become famous.
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Changing horizons: From

Bangladesh to Canada

Expatriate journalist Faruq Feisel who has crossed geographical and
cultural boundaries in his eventful life, ultimately settling in Canada,

recounts his experiences at a meeting

TAWFIQUE ALl

YT all happened incidentally
and beyond my expectations,”
said Faruq Faisel, recounting

his diverse and protracted experi-

ences oulside Bangladesh since

1987,

Faruqg, who was a journalist with
Chitrally, avernacular cine weekly, is
presently Manager, South Asia
Partnership Programme in Canada.
He shared his views with a cross
section of writers, journalists and
arusts, at a 'views exchange' meet-
ing arranged by Muldhara at its Naya
Paltan auditoriumon May 9",

Apart from relating his exciting
and adventurous experiences in a
rather informal fashion, Faruk also
spoke about the current circum-
stances and developments among
Bangladeshi expatriates and Bangla
culturein Canada.

Faruq recalled his early days of
career building abroad and the
hardships that he faced. "My tour to
NewYork as a UN press course fellow
in 1987 under the information
programme ol the UN happened
unexpectedly. I was the third among
three applicants for the programme.
The first and second applicants had
better prospects to be selected for
the programme,” he recounted.

These two applicants were there-
fore given serious consideration by
the selectors, the Department of
Information programme of the UN
but were discarded on some
grounds at the eleventh hour,

"The press fellowship
programme authority called me, the
last man, to take part in the
programme, At first, I didn't know
anything about it but later I hap-
pened to learn why I was chosen for
the programme, as a last resort,"
Faruk explained.

“In any case, during my stay in
New York, | managed to take part in
several other programmes that
alterward helped pave my future

aged to avail myself of a chance to
take partin a Cambridge Fellowship
programme. Having ended my press
course at the UN, I got an offer from
a Kathmandu-based NGO to join
them on a documentary making
project.”

It was here, at his new place of
work place that he met Lynne, who
was his colleague. "We used 1o travel
and work together at the remotest
outskirts of Kathmandu, Lynne, who
was from Canada, and le became
intimate friends during the period
we had to work together in this
development project.”

Faruq paused a while here and
gOt back to his first few hard days in
New York. "The day | arrived in New
York was Saturday a holiday there. |
had only three dollars with me, |
managed to reach the UN Head-
quarters. The programme authority
was supposed to provide me with
residential accommodation and a
monthly grant, Naturally | expected
to be provided with the facilities on
the first day. Since it was holiday |
could not contact any of the UN
oflicials to help me out. I was at a
loss. It was difficult to communicate
my case to the on-duty security
personnel at the UN Headquarters.
Finally, I managed to phoné Mrs
Suchan, the programme conducting
officer, who asked me to occupy one
of the hotel rooms rented for South
Alfrican fellows. | did so, accordingly.
xhausted and anxious, I left my
baggage in the hotel and went out to
have some food. Since I had hardly
any money on me, | bought myself
some bananas. I had to live on
bananas for the next three days until
they processed a monetary grant
[rom the UN Department of Infor-
mation Programme."

Faruq's narrative was lively,
adding jokes and remarks that
injected a sense of lightheartedness
and wry humour into the atmo-
sphere and made the audience smile
and become even more curious to

-

SyedIgbaland FaruqFaisel.

In 1994, he went on to say, "l lelt
Kathmandu for Canada together
with Lynne in search of a new job.
Alter we got to Canada, we got mar-
ried. Though Lynne got a job there |
could not get one for some time, |
gotachance to work for the prepara-
tion ol the FOBANA conference.
Later 1 joined an NGO as a
programme manager.”

In the meeting Faruq focused on
the latest position of the
Bangladeshi expatriates in Canada.
According to him, Torontois the [irst
port of arrival for most
Bangladeshis some of whom later
shift to Montreal. Farug, who has
once chaired the Bangladesh Asso-
ciation in Canada, said though noi

—

arranged by Muldhara

Canadians have formed differcni
cultural organisations and forums..

After Faruk's presentation, a
lively debate on literary and social
issues in the country took place, in
which singer Nahid Nazia, poel
Mahbub Hasan, poet Kamal
Choudhury, poet Shihab Sarker and
film director Shahjahan
Chowdhury, among others, took
park. Each of these cultural and
poetic individuals gave their indi-
vidual perspectives and opinion on
the latest literary scenario in the
country, its prospects and draw-
backs.

Muldhara president poet Syed Al
Farooque conducted the meeting
while painter Syed Igbal presided

RECOMMENDATIONS

Poetry Evening
Muldhara, a cultural organisation

comprising of wrilers, journalists
and f::.rltrl.:?a} E&?IS’B. pre:mumw 3
due! poelry recital evening al
500 p.m. at its auditorium at 41,
Nayapaltan (9th floor of Gazi
Bhaban). The programme will be
conducted by poet Syed Al
Farcoque in which a number of
literary figures are expecied 1o take

pan

The Next Generation

American International School -
Dhaka (AIS/D) will hold the elemen-
tary school play The Next Genera-
tion' - 2 musical about the twelve
r?hts of children on May 25 - 26
( :Oﬁg.m_} at the AIS/D auditorium
at 12, United Natons Road,
Baridhara. Tickels are available at
the AIS/D elementary school office.

Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh - Trends

Or rhﬁ»&dbthH hCOI'""mm
of India, a ten daﬂtﬁ' exhbition
titled ‘Contemporary Ar of

desh - Trends will start al the
Commission of India Cultural
Centre on Mar 24 216.00 p.m. The
exhibition will remain open from
11:00a.m. 1o 7:.00 p.m.till June 2.

Bonsai Exhibition

The 4th solo exhibition of Bonsal by
Arham-ul-Hug Chowdhury will stan
at the Bengal Gallery (QBerﬁal
Shilpalaya, 275/F, Road 27 old,
Dhanmondi) on May 24 at 5:00 p.m.
The exhibition will remain to
all from 1200 p.m. 1o 8:00 p.m.
everyday tll May 31.

Paintings for the

Liberation War Museum
A painting exhibiion by Kanak
Chanpa Chakma and Khalid
Mahmood Mithu will start at the
Saju Ant Gallery in Gulshan on May
25 at 5:30 p.m. The artists donaled
all these anworks for Liberation
War Museum’s fund raising. The
exhibition will remain open to all
gr:'yn 10:00 a.m. 10 8:00 p.m. til May

Summer Fest

A fashion exhibition by design
house Kay Kraft ttled ‘Summer
Fest’ will stan at the WVA audito-
num today at 3:00 p.m. The exhibi-
tion will continue everyday from 3
p.m.-9p.m.till May 28.

Birth Anniversar

On the occasion of the 102nd birth
annwersarz of Nazrul, Nazrul
Academy has organised 3 two
daylong celebration with discussion
and cuitural programmes on May
24 & 25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Nazrul
Bhaban, Belalbad, Maghbazar.

100th Birth

Anniversary

On the occasion of the 100th birth
anniversary of si Abbasuddin
Ahmed, Nazrul Academy will hold a
discussion on May 26 at 5:30 p.m.
at the Nazrul Bhaban, Belalbad,
Maghbazar. The discussion will be
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