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An Acoustic Extravaganza

Sixth Nescafe Classics Unplugged at Dhaka Sheraton

NAFID IMRAN AHMED
ORLD famous coffee
company Nescafe has

W always tried to fulfil peo-

ple's thrust for music. But their
approach was different from the
very beginning. They have changed
people's idea about concerts. Apart
from the usual electric guitars,
keyboards and different instru-
ments, music lovers experienced
pure acoustic music. Nescafe has
organised a series of unplugged
concerts by the famous band music
icons of the country and presented
the audience with the pure essence
of Bengali and English classics. The
6th of the series was held at the
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel Ballroom on
May 19.

Minutes before 'Episode VI' of
Nescafe Classics Unplugged
started, the ballroom was almost
overflowing with music lovers. The
crowd were anticipating for the
bands to start rolling. The perform-
ers of the evening were famous
musical group Miles and Aurthohin,
a new name in the musical industry.
The evening started with the wel-
come speech by Quazi Shafayat
Hossain, Brand Manager, Nestle
Bangladesh Limited.

Aurthohin have started their
musical career for quite a while now.
They have already released an
album and also have a number of

Miles

their famous number 'Nijhum
Ratey'. The audience greeted the
band and encouraged them. The
melody of the song sounded very
touching in the acoustic version.
Next, Aurthohin performed two
English numbers, 'You're My Reli-
gion' and 'King of Pain'. The audi-
ence enjoyed this effective perfor-
mance. Their own number 'Advut
Shei Cheleti' was next. Aurthohin
faced some difficulties with one of
their guitar strings after this song so

Aurthohin

solos. Aurthohin started the sixth
Nescafe Classics Unplugged with

they started jamming while the
problem was being fixed. Sumon's

NESCAFE.

Oll,,;‘g'nf [l'lfJ}

4
l ’142

stunning bass solos were appreci-
ated by all.

Aurthohin performed two more of
their own numbers, "Tomar Jonno
Noy' and 'Protichhobi' next. The
audience went wild as they started
playing famous Guns N' Roses
number 'Don't Cry'. They sang along
with the band. The next number
surprised them even more. Pink
Floyd's 'Learning to Fly' was even
more appreciated. Aurthohin fans
jumped off their seats as they
started to play their famous number
'Bedonar Chorabali'. The outstand-
ing performance by Aurthohin came
to an end with their super hit number
'Gooty".

The audience took a break as the
main attraction of the evening Miles
took their time to set up their instru-
ments. They jammed for a while and
then started off with Santana's
'Smooth’. The crowd loved their
performance. One after another
Miles played Brian Adam's 'Back To
You' and Eagles's 'Best of My Love'.
The perfection of acoustic music
was felt by the audience when they
started playing the English and
Bengali version of their famous
number 'Jadu (It's Magic)'. Another
old hit 'Prothom Premer Moto' was
next. The audience enjoyed these
two numbers. The whole ballroom
sang along with the band. Again
Miles went back to English numbers
and flooded the concert with classi-

cal numbers such as Dire Strait's
'‘Walk of Life', Sting's 'Every Breath
You Take' and Eagles's evergreen
number 'Hotel California’.

The Sheraton ballroom was
pulsating to the strains. Within
moments, the audiences of five
hundred was crooning, dancing and
singing. After another number Miles
started playing Brian Adam's 'Ever
Loved a Woman'. The audience
enjoyed this romantic number very
much. Next, Miles played one of
their own number, 'Nila'. Once again
they started playing non-stop Eng-
lish classics, U2's 'With or Without
You', The Doors's 'Break on
Through' and Guns N' Roses's
'Knockin' on Heavens Door'. This
unforgettable performance by Miles
came to an end with their famous
number'Jala Jala'.

The unplugged came to an end
with a raffle draw. Gerry Bes, Man-
aging Director, Nestle Bangladesh
Limited, distributed prizes among
the lucky winners.

Overall, the show was incredibly
enjoyable. So much so that even
being swept away by the strains of
unplugged music for over three
hours did not deter the audience
from asking for more. Unplugged
concerts like this should be organ-
ised frequently so that the people of
Bangladesh get the rare opportunity
to experience the acoustic version
of their favourite music.

Tribute to a cultural activist

A condolence and remembrance evening

Aziz AMIRUL

USK had arrived as guests

arrived at a home in
Dhanmondi to participate in
a special ceremony, a tribute
arranged by the cultural group
"Chayanaut" for its founder vice-
president, the late Shamsunnahar
Ahmed.

As guests assembled in the large
living room of cultural enthusiast
Osman Kaiser Chowdhury, they felt
the special atmosphere around
them. It was a pleasant and evoca-
tive setting, with a large portrait of
the late personage displayed in the
room, adorned with jasmine gar-
lands and three small lighted
prodeep.

In the presence of close rela-
tives, friends and well-wishers of the
late  Shamsunnahar Ahmed who
expired in the capital on May 5, 2001
at the age of 80, the ceremony
began with an opening speech by
"Chayanaut" vice-president
Saifuddowla (Tunu Bhai).

"l first met apa in the mid-fifties
but for the founders of Chayanaut it
was not before 1961", he said,
referring to the versatile and com-
mitted Shamsunnahar Ahmed. "As
a founder of the organisation, she
was probably the most dynamic lady
for me. Even during a series of
recentillnesses she used to be lively
and cheerful in bed when we spoke
to her about our activites and
programmes," he added.

The evening's programme got off
to a befitting start with the renowned
Rablndra Sangeet artist Iffat Ara

Shamsunnahar Ahmed

Dewan, also a member of
"Chayanaut", presenting a song in
honour of the late personality.

The song which was greatly
appreciated by the guests, was
followed by another one, this time by
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Khairul Anam Shakil, another well-
reputed artist of the country, who
rendered the Tagore number,
"Bheshey ashey shudoor-o smritir
shurovi .... Hai ei shondhaey". His
excellent voice and presentation
transformed the evening into a truly
emotional and aesthetic one, appro-

launched, along with other noted
personalities, such as Begum Sufia
Kamal, Shahid Janani Jahanara
Imam, Tagore Artist Sanjida Khatun.
At the same time, she used to work
relentlessly along with her daugh-
ters, instilling a passion and devo-

Ascene from the musical evening

priate for the occasion.

Wahidul Haq, arguably one of
the most eminent authorities on
Tagore songs and a vice-president
of "Chayanaut", talked about his
eventful association with the late
figure.

His comments revealed how
active Shamsunnahar Ahmed had
been in the language movements of
the 1950's and 1960's.

He shared his experience with
her, and told the audience how, as
the wife of a well-known engineer
and a language movement leader,
late Mosharrafuddin Ahmed,
Shamsunnahar Ahmed managed,
through her continual cultural activi-
ties, to ignite a strong and unified
sense of opposition against anti-
liberation quarters among her
friends and relatives.

"Although apa always had a
grudge against anti-Bangali con-
spirators, she never directly spoke
against them, or indeed against any
one else either. This was a great
quality in her, to never indulge in
criticism against people", remarked
Wahidul Hag. He also said that in his
mind and according to his perspec-
tive, Shamsunnahar Ahmed was an
amazing syumbol of universal
motherhood.

Her life bore testimony to her
cultural activism, as well as to her
own personal quest to share her
interests and passions with her
children. A widow since 1956, she
had been a dedicated member of
"Chayanaut" since the early 60's
when the organisation was

tionthatwas unique.

Noted cultural maestro and
painter, Imdad Hossain, an active
associate of Shamsunnahar Ahmed
and her group, related a fact that
some were possibly not aware of,
namely that her husband compiled
the famous song on the language
movement "Mrityu-key jara toochho
korilo / bhasha bachabaar taurey /
aajikey shoriyo tarey

As the evening came to an end, it
was obvious that the memory of
Shamsunnahar Ahmed was still
very much alive in the hearts and
minds of many people. Those who
had shared the elation and chal-
lenges of the cultural activism of the
past could never forget her. And
those who came later, but were
brought up hearing about the early
days, were always going to be
impressed by the symbolism and
the contribution of this eminent
personality on the cultural heritage
of this land.

In conclusion, another song was
the grand finale. Sung by Laisa
Ahmed Lisa and her group, the song
"Aaguner poroshmoni chhoaao
praney / E jibon punno koro,"
brought the evening to a perfect
end.

"Chayanaut", deservingly won
praise from all present for arranging
the evening dedicated to a person
who ignored self-interest to serve
the cause of humanity.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Next

Generation

American International School -
Dhaka (AIS/D) will hold the elemen-
tary school play 'The Next Genera-
tion' - a musical about the twelve
rights of children on May 24 (7:00
p.m.), May 25 - 26 (2:00 p.m.) atthe
AIS/D auditorium at 12, United
Nations Road, Baridhara.

Tickets are available atthe AIS/D
elementary school office.

Contemporary Art
of Bangladesh -

Trends

Organised by the High Commission
of India, a ten daylong exhibition
titled 'Contemporary Art of Bangla-
desh - Trends' will start at the High
Commission of India Cultural Centre
onMay 24 at6:00 p.m.

The exhibition will remain open
from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. till June
2.

Bonsai Exhibition

The 4th solo exhibition of Bonsai by
Arham-ul-Hug Chowdhury will start
at the Bengal Gallery (Bengal
Shilpalaya, 275/F, Road 27 old,
Dhanmondi) on May 24 at 5:00 p.m.
The exhibition will remain open to all
from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. every-
daytillMay 31.

Paintings for the
Liberation War
Museum

A painting exhibition by Kanak
Chanpa Chakma and Khalid
Mahmood Mithu will start at the Saju
Art Gallery in Gulshan on May 25 at
5:30 p.m. The artists donated all
these artworks for Liberation War
Museum's fund raising.

The exhibition will remain open
to all from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. till
May 31.

Summer Fest

Afashion exhibition by design house
Kay Kraft titled 'Summer Fest' will
start at the WVA auditorium today at
3:00 p.m. The exhibition will continue
%eryday from 3 p.m. - 9 p.m.till May

Birth Anniversary

On the occasion of the 102nd birth
anniversary of Nazrul, Nazrul
Academy has organised a two
daylong celebration with discussion
and cultural programmes on May 24
& 25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Nazrul
Bhaban, Belalbad, Maghbazar.

100th Birth

Anniversary

On the occasion of the 100th birth
anniversary of singer Abbasuddin
Ahmed, Nazrul Academy will hold a
discussion on May 26 at 5:30 p.m. at
the Nazrul Bhaban, Belalbad,
Maghbazar. The discussion will be
followed by a cultural programme.
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