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Dhaka signs
Convention

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh has signed the
Stockholm convention on 'Persis-
tent Organic Pollutants'.

The convention was adopted at
the summit on 'Persistent Organic
Pollutants' in the Swedish capital
yesterday.

Forest and Environment Minister
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, who is
leading a three-member team in the
two-day summit, signed the agree-
ment, according to a message
received here yesterday.

The convention contains issues
relating to production, use and
import-export of toxic organic and
chemical substances, particularly
those pesticides that pose threats to
the existence of the living creatures
by continuously polluting the earth.

Sajeda Chowdhury addressed
the summit on the concluding day.

Landmark UN treaty to outlaw
'dirty dozen' of POPs signed

US amongst 90 signatories to the Stockholm Convention

Whitman went on to defend Bush's decision to back away from commit-

AFP, stockholm

Officials from 90 countries signed a landmark UN treaty here yesterday
outlawing or restricting a "dirty dozen" chemical pollutants blamed for caus-

ing death and disease worldwide.

The United States, under intense international criticism for calling into
question an earlier treaty aimed at resolving the more serious environmental
threat posed by global warming, enthusiastically signed up to the Stockholm
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).

"Acknowledging the compelling scientific evidence that highlights the
dangerous nature of POPs and their impacts around the globe, we have
arrived at a treaty that commits nations to a higher standard of environmen-
tal responsibility and protection of human health," said the top US environ-

mental official, Christine Todd Whitman.

"President (George) Bush has endorsed the treaty himself and we intend
to move expeditiously to submit the treaty to the US Senate and to send
implementing legislation to the Congress," she said.

ments made under the so-called Kyoto Protocol to cut back on industrial
emissions of pollutants blamed for causing global warming, but promised
Washington would soon take steps to tackle the problem.

"Clearly the Kyoto Protocol as it is today is not something that the US
would sign," she told reporters after signing the POP treaty.

"Only one industrialised nation has in fact signed" the Kyoto agreement,
Whitman said. "The US is not the only one that has concerns with the current

protocol."

Washington has come under heavy criticism around the world after the
administration of President George W. Bush announced in March that it

would not ratify the Kyoto agreement.

But Whitman said climate change experts were working on a new US
initiative that they planned to present to Bush "shortly, so that he'll be able to
make a determination as to what he wants to present to the rest of the world

aswe engage in this."
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3l
o T T oa

#

1

A faction of Bangladesh Primary Teachers' Association (BPTA) and Coordination Committee of Government
Employees organised arally at the Paltan Maidan in the city yesterday.

Batamul blast
Sanskritik Jote
renews demand
for spl tribunal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote (SSJ) yesterday demanded
formation of a special tribunal to
punish the culprits of Ramna
Batamul bomb blast.

Speaking at a press conference
at the National Press Club, they
disproved the idea of little progress
in the investigation of bomb blast on
April 14 that killed ten people and
injured many others.

The speakers referred to the
Udichi bomb blast in Jessore that
took the authorities eight months to
submit the charge sheet. Moreover,
some of the charge-sheeted
accused got interim bail. The trial
could not start due to stay order for
twelve times by the High Court.

The criminals commit the same
crimes again, going unpunished, the
speakers observed. Questions
about the capacity and honesty of
the law-enforcement agencies and
the judicial system are being raised,
the cultural leaders said.

Asked why they seek setting up
of a special tribunal despite the
existing law, they said the lengthy
procedure of judiciary made it nec-
essary. The leaders said they have
full respect for the judicial system.
The miscreants would engage them

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Hearing on writ
challenging
PSA continues

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Hearing on the with challenging
Public Safety Act (PSA) continued
yesterday at the High Court with Dr
M. Zahir, counsel for 16 lawyers and
BNP MP M Murshed Khan, describ-
ing it as a "draconian law".
Section 16 of PSA denies bail to a
defendant in 90 days and gives
"ample opportunities to police to
abuseit", he said.

The counsel said the very pur-
pose of the law has not been
achieved since its enactment last
year.

Citing a report in The Daily Star
on rising murders in the capital, 38 in
20 days of this month, he said it
failed to curb crimes.

Rather, innocent people have
been falsely accused and harassed
by police. The law is a "slur on the
judiciary as it curbs its authority.

Citing the case against Murshed
Khan, he said the defendant,
charged by police for 'kicking' a pan
of halim (an iftari item), could be
detained for 24 hours for this but he
faces 14 years' detention under
PSA.

He pleaded for abolishing the law
as it goes against fundamental
rights granted by the Constitution.

Barrister Maudud Ahmed also
started his arguments on behalf of
the 16 lawyers and Murshed Khan
yesterday. The hearing will continue.

Corruption case against

KCC mayor,

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

District Anti-corruption Bureau
(DAB) has filed a case against KCC
Mayor Sheikh Tayebur Rahman and
seven others for recruiting seven
persons to KCC violating rules and
regulations.

Anti-corruption official Abdul
Baset filed the case with Khulna
thana on Tuesday under Sections
420/467/468/471/109 BPC and 5(A)
of the Anti-corruption Ordinance,
1974.

The accused in the case are
Mayor Tayebur Rahman, KCC Chief
Engineer Liaquat Ali Sharif, former
assistant secretary of the Ministry of
LGRD Md. Moniruzzaman, ward
commissioner Moniruzzaman,
former chief engineer Shah Alam,
former acting secretary Kazi Abdul

7 others

Khaleque, former health officer Dr.
AKM Abdullah, executive engineer
Abdul Hannan.

It is stated in the FIR that Mayor
and seven others appointed seven
persons to different posts of KCC
from June 1994 to March 1995
violating recruitment rules of the
government.

Those appointed illegally are
revenue officer Anisul Hug, assis-
tant accounts officer M M A Wadud,
deputy collector of taxes Shuja
Haroon Hugq, assistant superinten-
dent of taxes Nawshad Ahmed, sub-
asstt. engineer Monirul Islam,
health assistant Asma Khatoon and
vaccinator Monowara Khatoon.

All the accused were members of
the recruitment committee and
finally selected the seven without

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Indian ministers for closer
BSF-BDR cooperation

BSS, New Delhi

The Group of Ministers (GOM)
headed by Home Minister L K
Advani in a report released yester-
day suggested closer cooperation
between the border guards of
Bangladesh and India to curb smug-
gling and criminal activities on the
borders between the two nations.

The report, prepared by the
GOM comprising the home minister,
Defence and Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh and Finance
Minister Jaswant Sinha, pleaded for
renewed efforts to formalise cross
border trade between the neigh-
bours to curb large-scale smug-
gling.

A joint Indo-Bangladesh expert
group has already been set up and
foreign, home and commerce
secretaries' level talks are pursuing

it vigorously, the report said.

The report, released at a press
conference addressed by GOM
members yesterday said, "Notwith-
standing the friendly ties between
India and Bangladesh, much of the
illegal cross border activities take
place at the behest of Pakistani ISI
which has also spread its tentacles
in that country."

The GOM expressed the view
that it was an area where concerted
diplomatic actions needed to be
taken and urged the Ministry of
External Affairs to take diplomatic
initiative in this direction.

It said the joint Indo-Bangladesh
guidelines for border authorities,
1975 laid down clear and precise
rules and procedures to guide the
border troops of both the nations

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Rocket launcher
with 2 shells
seized in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detective Branch of Police yester-
day seized a sophisticated rocket
launcher along with two shells from
a house in the city's South Kafrul
area.

The detective team arrested
Ripon for his alleged involvement in
possessing the weapon. The team
also raided some other places to
nab the criminals involved iniit.

Headed by Assistant Police
Commissioner Akramul Habbib, the
team raided the house 271 at South
Kafrul and recovered the launcher
along with two expired shells, said a
press release of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP).

The press release said there was
no instance of recovering rocket
launcher in the country. The DMP
commissioner praised the team for
its efforts.

it
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Two officials of the Detective Branch of police take a closer look at the
'rocket launcher’, recovered yesterday from the city's Kafrul area.

15 Bangladeshis
held on border
in Jammu

UNI, vammu

The Border Security Force (BSF)
arrested 15 Bangladeshis on Indo-
Pakistan border in Jammu region

Wednesday.
The BSF sources said here that BSF

personnel deployed on the border held
all the 15 Bangladeshis from Punsar
area of Kathua district while they were

trying to enter the Pakistan side.
They were later handed over to the

police.

Bid to enter JS
Bhaban: 1 held

BSS, Dhaka

A young man was caught with a
knife on Monday as he tried to enter
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhabaniillegally,
a Parliament Secretariat press
release said here yesterday.

CCCI president
Javed resigns

Staff Correspondent, Ctg

Chittagong Chamber of Commerce
and Industries president
Saifuzzaman Chowdhury Javed
has tendered his resignation on
'personal ground'.

The resignation is expected to be
accepted at a meeting of the board
of directors at chamber office today,
chamber sources said.

Javed , son of Awami League
leader Aktaruzzaman Chowdhury
Babu, resigned after the end of his
one-year term as CCCl chief.

Another director of the CCCI
board Farid Ahmed Chowdhury is
likely to replace Javed, said senior
vice president S M Nurul Hug while
talking to this correspondent.

"It has already been unani-
mously decided by all directors to
nominate Farid Ahmed Chowdhury
for the post of president of Nurul
Huq said.

When contacted Javed said "l
resigned as my term of one year
ended".

CAAB security
man beaten by

army officer
at ZIA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A security personnel of the Civil
Aviation Authority was beaten up
allegedly by an army officer at Zia
International Airport yesterday.

The incident took place at VVIP
terminal gate at about 8:10 am
following an altercation between
captain Kamal and security person-
nel Abdul Khaleg. At one stage,
Kamal beat up Khaleq mercilessly.

Khaleq was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition.

No case was filed in this connec-
tion till filing of this report last night.

Teachers, employees urge govt

Accept all demands
including 30pc
DA without delay

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Asection of primary school teachers
and government employees at a
'‘grand rally' in the city yesterday
urged the government to accept
their various demands including 30
per cent dearness allowance with-
outdelay.

They decided to stage a sit-in in
front of the Sangsad Bhaban on
June 18 if the demands are not met
by then.

The sit-in and some other
programmes were announced at
therally held at Paltan Maidan.

Before staging the sit-in, they will
hold arally at Muktangon.

The teachers and employees will
also agitate at the government
offices from June 11to 13.

Meanwhile, the Jatiya Sangsad
goes into session on June 6 and all
sorts of public gathering in areas
around the Sangsad Bhaban
remain banned as long as its
session continues.

Thousands of teachers and
employees attended the Paltan rally

yesterday, organised by a faction of
Bangladesh Primary School
Teachers Association (BPTA) and
the Coordination Committee of
Government Employees (CCGE).
The rally was held to press home
a 21-point demand of the teachers
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

AL leader
slaughtered in
Chuadanga

UNB, Chuadanga

Unidentified assailants slaughtered
a freedom fighter and local Awami
League leader at Munshiganj here
Tuesday night.

Police said Ibne Sayeed Kochi,
also chairman of Jehala union, was
killed at about 8:30 pm while he was
returning home from a local bazaar.

The reason behind the killing
could not yet be known.

Moratorium on rice import due to bumper harvests

UNB, Dhaka

A market glut following bumper
harvests of rice for four successive
seasons has prompted the govern-
ment to impose temporary ban on
rice import to arrest a downward
price spiral.

The moratorium will be in force in
all duty stations, except Benapole
Customs, an official announcement
said yesterday as farmers got
frustrated by the slump in prices
despite a very good harvest.

"The temporary restriction is
being imposed with immediate
effect aiming to protect the financial
interest of farmers," said the
National Board of Revenue (NBR)
making the announcement.

It said the decision was taken to
prevent import of low-priced rice
through the duty stations illegally by
producing "fake" declaration.

Aprocess is underway to issue a
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notification in this regard by the
NBR.

Officials said the country
expected to harvest 2.70 crore tons
of food grain this year, including
1.20 crore tons of boro, exhausting
all storage space in the country's
food godowns.

Paddy prices continued to
decline across the country, particu-
larly in the northern region, with the
arrival of new harvest and import of
rice from neighbouring India
through the duty stations in the
bordering districts, they said.

"The situation has been created
as the government could not yet
launch procurement drive due to
shortage of space in food godowns,"
a food ministry official told UNB,
emphasising enhancement of
storage capacity.

Despite bumper crops, officials
said, vested quarters are importing
rice on take declaration to take the
advantage of low prices in the
neighbouring exporting country.

"They were making brisk busi-
ness," said one of the officials,
taking advantage of government

effort to ensure reasonable price of
rice for the growers by way of price
support through government's
purchase drive.

Bangladesh Bank statistics say
authorised dealer banks had
opened LCs worth Tk 593 crore
during the first three quarters of the
current fiscal for rice import.

In 1999-2000, also a bumper-
harvest year, the country imported
rice worth Tk 579 crore following a
substantial import of Tk 3,268 crore
in 1998-99 due to worst ever flooing
in the country in 1998.
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Oblivious of history?...The question paper for Islamic History first paper in the
ongoing Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC) examinations under the Dhaka
Education Board has raised question about the board officials' sense of
history. The code word printed on the 'Ka' set of questions was Pakistan. The
question paper generated anger amongst teachers, students and the public
alike, many of whom even suggested that this had been done deliberately.

Tribal
ists
abduct 2 truck
driversin
Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENTKhagrachhari

terror-

Tribal terrorists kidnapped two truck
drivers and set ablaze a truck in
Araimile area near the district town in
the early hours of Wednesday.

Police and witnesses said the
terrorists put up a barricade on the
road beside Agriculture Research
Centre, stopped two wood-loaded
trucks coming from Dighinala and
demanded tolls from the drivers.

As they (drivers) failed to do so,
the terrorists took them to a nearby
jungle atgunpoint.

They also set fire to a truck. Being
informed, police and army personnel
rushed to the spot and started rescue
operation.
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