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COMPUTERS

Did U Know?

One of the most astonishing bowling
analyses on record was retumed by RG
Nadkami in a Test between India and
England at Madras in 1964 It read 31-27
50 and, according to reports, English
batsmen saxd he was ‘unhittable’.

Nasser Hussain
(England cricket captain)
“I was surprised how'easily we
bowled them out because | have
the utmost respect for their bat-
ting.”

After winning the first Teslt
against Pakistan.

ESPN
UEFA Champions League
Highlights
630 pm
Sportscenter Hindi
Sports News
Live at 8:30 pm
Football Focus
Live at 12:00 am
Bayern Munich vs Valencia
UEFA Champions' League
Final
Live at 12:30 am

Star Sports
Harsha Online
Cricke! talk Show
8:30 am & 1.00 pm
Sportsline Tonight
Live at 8:00 pm
England vs Pakistan
Pepsi Senes 2000
2nd OD! highlights
11.00 pm

Competition 150

v Tick the Correct Answers
Post to Thr Daily Star
Win attractive prizes
Competition closes at 8 pm
June 1, 2001 and draw
shortly afterwards

L.l Whatwas the result of the one-
day international series
between South Africa and Wesi

Indies?
b-1 5-2 4-3
21 Who became UEFA Cup
champlons?
Arsenal | Liverpool | Alaves
| 3| who clinched the Standard

(E}!;nu-rud National School
Cricker title?

New Model| BKSI Manikganj High

1.1 Who lifted the Premier Divison
CricketLeaguetitle?
Abahani MSC
3. Who holdsthe top positionin the
current FIFAWorld rankings?
Brazil France Italy

Biman

T T S L o N
RN s RO NG o3 4 & 2
School Address............

FP eprrasaw s v a0 addrawandnae d

Phone: (Ifany) .............

*Steve says,
no problem

REuTERS, 5ydrney

Australian  Tost caprain  Steve
Waugh said on Tuesday he would
welcome the release of the Inter-
national Cricket Council s report
on  match-fixing, whatever  its

SProRts REPORTER

The announcement ol the two-tire
selection committee on Monday
evoked mixed feelings among
vricket fans and organisers ol the
country.

Though many believe that the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
has taken a wise move by giving
full autonomy to the new selec-
tors, but some observers seem (o
be eritical about the nomination
procedure and the prospect.

The first mecting of the newly
clected Board of Directors named
Mainul Huq as chairman ol the
three-member selection commit-
(ee for the national team. Tanjib
Ahsan Saad and Asaduzzaman
Misha were the other members.

Besides, the Board, for the first
time, announced a four-member
selection committee for the age-
group with Tanjib Ahsan leading
pack that also included Raliqul
Alam. Anwarul Amin Azhar and
Nazmul Abedin Fahim.

But it was apparent that the
BCB high-ups did not take prior
consent from some of the sclec-
tors, for whom the job should no
longer be a part-time one.

Asaduzzaman, a lormer na-
tional opener, was surprised to
learn that he was named a selec-
tor. A dentist by profession,
Asaduzzaman in his first reaction
on Monday night thanked the
Daily Star Sport for breaking the
news to him,

Nazmul Abedin  Fahim, the
chiel cricket coach ol BKSP, was
not even aware tll last alternoon
that he was made a selector.

Tanjib Ahsan was seen busy (o
reach  Fahim  through s cell
phone. Once he got hold ol Fahim,

Fangib wis surprised to learm that
his BRSI" friend knew nothing
about the whole affair, e only
asked Fahim to read Tuesday
newspaper before disconnecting
the line,

[t was also same with Raliqul
Alam. “I was not consulted,” said
the former national all-rounder,
who apparently carned a demo-
tion as a selector. Rafique had
carlier served as a national selec-
Lor.

Besides, a few have opined that
the Board did not consider the
amount ol involvement for the job
before appointing someone as
selector, "Asaduzzaman Mishais a
professor of the Dhaka Dental
College and he also runs a private
clinic. HHow much time would be

S

' Mixed bag over BCB move

able to spare for cricket?” ques-
tioned an observer,

Mainul Hug was also brought
under scrutiny. The former na-
tional all-rounder stayed in the
United States for a long time alter
quitting the game, One even went
on to cast his doubt about an un-
biased selection by the head ol the
pancl. Preferring anonymity, the
councillor claimed that Mainul's
nomination was influenced by his
business partner Syed Ashraful
Huq.

But there is no denying to the
fact that Mainul has rich creden-
tials both as a player and an or-
ganiser. The most positive thing
about him is that he seems (o be
very keen about serving crickel.
e fought and lost in the last two
elections of the BCB, but had
never compromised with the non-
cricketing opportunists.

Mainul had already met with
his two colleagues at the Board
ollice yesterday and discussed the
prospect ol announcing Bangla-
desh A team within a week.

He also appreciated the idea of
giving lull authority to the selec-
tors. I'tom now onward, the chief
selector will announce the (eam
without the approval of the board.

The Board will only pick the cap-

tain.

————

Murder
EY YA Cricket

AGENCIES, andon

| e

Fhe wide-ranging inquiry into
cricket corruption has uncovered
details of murder and Kidnapping
related to match-hixing, it was
reported here Tuesday.

Fhe Daily Telegraph said the
imvestigation by the International

_Cricket Council’'s Anti-Corruption

Unit (ACU) chiel Sir Paul Condon
would report Wednesday plavers
had been threatened and match-
[ixing was still a problem.

"1 have spoken 1o people who
have been threatened and others
who have alleged a murder and a
kKidnapping linked to cricket cor-
ruption,” Condon was quoted by
the Telegraph as saving in the
report.

Condon will also accuse senior
figures within cricket of with-
holding information during his
inquiry and note that match-fixing
IS more widespread than previ-
ously thought, stating "allegations
in the public domain were only
the tip of the iceberg.”

Condon was saddled with the
task of auttempting o determine
the extent of gralt in cricket fol-
lowing the cxplosion of the
“Cronje-gate” match-rigging
scandal last year.

World cricket was rocked after
New Delhi police accidentally
intercepted a mobile phone call
where South African captain Han-
sic Cronje discussed taking bribes
to throw a game.

Cronje, Pakistan ace Salim
Malik and Indian Test legend Nlo-
hammad Azharuddin were sulbse
quently banned for life over 1hy
scandal.

However the 1CC report notes

that despite the scandal and the
life bans, there was evidence some
cricketers remained on the book-
makers' pay-roll.

“There are indications thal
some plavers and others are still
acting dishonestly and to the order
ol bookies,” Condon says in his
80-page report, due to be pub-
lished on the Internet on Wednes-
day.

SIR PAUL CONDON

Telegraph citing the report said
match-fixing might have begun in
England in the 1970s.

"It has been suggested to me
that the seeds ol corruption in
cricket were sown in the 1970s
when county and club matches in
domestic tournaments in England
and other countries were allegedly
fixed by teams to secure points
and league positions,” Condon
was quoted as saying.

I'hree former international
captains, Hansie Cronje, Mo-
hammad Azharuddin ol India and
Salim Malik of Pakistan have been
banned for life since the Soutl
\Irican admitted last vear he had
sold information for money.

he wrote?

Cronje, who initially denied
anv involvement in match-hxing,
told a news conference on April 11
that he had accepted 10-15,000
dollars from a local South Alrican
and an Indian bookmaker based in
London during a toangular senes
with Zimbabwe and England

An emergency 1CC meceting
was convened and the Ano
Corruption Unit sct up  under
Condon.

Fhe Telegraph quoltes
Condon as saving that it had soon
become clear to him that many
people within the game had sig-
nilicant information about cor-
{upji:ln'tr.‘_ L BE o | |

I have spoken (o people who
had been threatened and others
who have alleged a murder and
kidnapping linked to cricket cor-
ruption.

"In order to respond to their
anxieties | have interviewed some
people away [from their normal
lifestyles.”

Condon has wvisited Kenva,
Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka and New
Zealand during his investiganons.
In addition, independent inquiries
are being conducted in Pakistan,
South Africa, India, Sri Lanka,
Dubai and New Zealand.

Seven former international
captains were named in an Indian
Central Bureau of Investigation
report on November 1 last year.

The report said Cronje, Azha-
ruddin, Brian Lara (West Indies),
Alec Stewart (England) and Arjuna
Ranatunga (Sri Lanka) had been
offered or paid money by Indian
bookmaker MK Gupta. Malik and
New Zealand's Martin Crowe were
also mentioned in the report.

But they said Condon had con-
cluded that match-hixing was still
prevalent with large sums ol
money changing hands.

also

EY Y1) Cricket

AGENCIFES, New Dellii

A veteran Indian politician  has
vowed (o organise a limired-overs
cricket maich between India and
Pakistan.

Laloo Prasad Yadav, former
chiel minister of the eastern state
ol Bihar and newly-elecied presi-
dent of the Bihar Cricket Associa-
tion, plans to hold the match in
Patna, capital of Bihar, the Press
Trust of India said.

Yadav said he would do his
best to arrange a day-night match
between India and Pakistan at the
Moin-ul-Taq Stadium in the state
capital

‘I have taken my election 1o
the post as a challenge and 1 will
contribute my share (o prop up
Bihar on the world sporting map,”
he said.

He added that religion and
politics would not get in the way of
the promotion of sport. |

India’s  sporting links with
Pukistan have been severely cur-
tuiled over the last two years, Gov-
ernment clearance Is mandatory
in India for any international
sports event — al home or abroad.

In March, the Indian govern-
ment refused 10 allow its crickel
team (o play in a triangular series
involving Pakistan at Sharjah, in
the United Arab Emirates.

India also prevented the team

l from playing a Test series in Paki-

stan last year and has denied per-
mission for a five-match one-day

COnients,
See Pacge 15

serivs against Pakistan in Toronto
[or two successive yoars,
I The move prompted Pakistan

Cricket Board (PCB) chairman
licutenant General Tauqir Zia to
sav  Pakistan would never play
India again.

India accuses Pakistan
backing Muslim rebels in the di-
vided Himalayan state of Kashmir,
which has sparked two ol the ri-
vals' three wars since they gained

independence from  Britain  in
1947.
Meanwhile, Indian cricket's

poverning body is hopelul that
matches against Pakistan will re-
sume next year.

They are set to visit Pakistan

ol

Laloo promises Indo-Pak tie

next yvear for the Asita Cup and the
Asian  Test Championship and
officials believe the trips will go

ahead despite recent frosty rela-

tions between the two
ments.

'he Board of Control for
Cricket in India's (BCCI) president
AC Muthiah said the government's
guidelines on playing against Paki-
stan would not stop the team from
competing in multi-nation com-
peutions.

“Ihe  Sports  Ministry  has

clearly said that there will be no

govern-

SEe PAGE 15
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Reefat Hossain Rizvi Mithun

Smriti Snooker Tournament bealing
al the Narayanganj Club yesterday.

s a0k e BB el B b B

(R), who won the Shamsul Alam Ma;ter ‘
Reza Pahlavi (L), poses after the final I
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iv I cricket
to end June 5
SPORTS REPORTER
L he Cricket Commitiee of Dhaka
Metropolitan (CCDNLD - yesterday
reluctantly decided 1o complew
the First Division Cricket League
by June 5§ in response 1o a in
struction from the Bangladesh
Cricket Board on Monday.

According to new flixture list,
the nine remaining matches ol the
Super League would resume on
May 25 and conclude live days
later. Later, ten Relegation League
matches will played from May 30
to June 5.

SIX teams Uttara Sporting
Club, Young Pegasus, Khelaghar
Samaj Kalyan Sangstha, Azad
Sporting Club, Orient Sporting
Club and Gopibagh Friends Asso-
ciation -- are involved in the Super
L.eague while six teams Wari
Club, Bangladesh Boys Club,
Dhaka Wanderers, Eskaton Sabuj
Sangha, Lalmatia Club and Indira
Road KC -- are fighting it out in
the Relegation League.

Following arce the First Division
Super and Relegation League ta-
bles:

Super League

Ieams M W L Points
Uttara SC L. &2 22
Young Pegasus 13 10 3 2()
KhelagharSKS 13 8 5 |
\WATL 7, i ¥ |- | |
Cent St i 7 6 |
Gopibagh A LA by il I
Relegation League

Wan Club 13 R A I
Bangladesh BC 13 6 7 |12
Dhaka Wanderersl2 5 7 1()
Eskaton SS 134 9 H
Lalmata Club 13 4 9 H
Indira Road KC 12 3 9 §

Div II cricket

Srorts REPORTER

he championship play-oll of the
Acme Second Division Cricket
League between Jatraban  Krira
Chakra and New Eaglets was post-
poned at the Dhanmondi € rickel
Stadium on Tuesday beciause ot
heavy morning showei

Fhe match will be held
same venue today. ol il

Meanwhile, ' three ol the low
[hird Division Crickel League
maltches were also washed oul al
dilferent city venues

Sussex Cricket Club won the
day's lone match against United
Cricket Club by 60 runs at the
Dhanmondi Club ground. The
maitch was reduced to a 20-over-a-
side encounter,

SCORES IN BRIEF

Sussex CC: 140 for 9 in 20 overs
(Sohag 30, Russell 25 n.o., Zitu 24
Faruq 2/20)

United CC: 80 all out in 11
overs (Navan 38, Shishir 2/3
Nishat 2/27, Numan 2/33)

Result: Sussex CC won by 60
runs.

CJKS-Ispahani
Div I cricket

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

Muktijoddha Sangsad and Aba
Krira Chakra won their re-
spective matches in the CJKS-
Ispahani  First  Division Cricket
League on Tuesday

Muktijoddha  thrashed An
dorkilla Krira Chakra at the Chit-
tagong Medical College ground

Al the MA Aziz Stadium, Aba-
hani defeated Elite Paint by five
wickets.

Rajshahi div
sports

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Raishahi

tl.il1i

Rajshahi moved into the final of
the football and kabadi competi-
tion of the Rajshahi Divisional
Age-Group Summer Games at the
Rajshahi Physical Education Col
lege ground on Tuesday:.

In Wednesday's final, they will
meet Dinajpur in the kabadi final
and Bogra in the football final at

Lthe same venue.
\Meanw hile, the stinming

competition will be held at the
Postal Academy pond on Wednes

day.

Federation Cup Football Tou r-
nament

First Round

Brothers Union v Bangladesh
Atmy (4 pm)

Muslim Institute v Prantik K
(b pin)

(Bangabandhu
dium)

Acme Second Division Cricket
League

Championship play-olf

Jatrabart KC v New Eaglets

(Ohanmondi Cricket Stadhum)

National Sia-

r

EYYiCricket

SYED ASHEAQUI, i_{num

The much-talked about inquiry
into ‘the February 25 election of
the Bangladesh Cricket  Board
finally died an expected death
And Board president Saber lHos-
sain Chowdhury along with his
debuting directors virtually played
its last rites Monday, sweeping the
sorry inquiry report under the
carpel,

How funny our sports admin-
Istrators can be! Seeing a smiling
Saber at the meeting it would be
hard for anvone to believe that he
once refused even to sit with the
controversially elected  directors
unless their names were cleared
by the inquiry. But he made a
complete U-turn from that ‘un-
compromising’ stance by sharing

the same table with them and
taking some important decisions
even before sceing the re-

Investigation report.

A dark chapter in the history of
the Bangladesh cricket was in-
cluded when a few leaders of the
district organisers’ forum alleged|y
manipulated the BCB polls to raisc
funds for their organisation
Monecy, muscles and political
tentacles had eventually dictated
the [ate of the polls,

SOS for an AGM

With much ado, a three-man
probe committee was lormed by
the Ministry of Sports on March |
to pacify the concerned crickel
fraternity. But, in the end, the top
two bosses ol Bangladesh sports,
Obaidul Quader-- the state min-
ister for sports-- and Saber, only
reminded cricket lovers and ob-
servers of the old that
promises are meant 1o be broken
Fime and again they vowed thal
the probe would not become an
eyewash as usual and that no cul-
prits would be spared.

Although Quader ordered the
re-probe, he at the same time let
the controversial characters off the
hook by telling that he found no
hard evidence to abolish the newly
elected committee, who are sup-
posed (o guide our cricket for the
next lour years.,

lhere was a fervent call from
cricket enthusiasts to annul the
commitiee lor the good of the
gentleman's game. And up 10 a
point, it appeared that Saber and
Quader were sincere¢ about re
storing the battered image of the
BCB by cancelling the election
results. But here lies the ironv lor
they do not have any authority to
abolish the body of new office
bearers. Under the laws of the new
constitution ol the Board, neither
the minister nor the Board presi-
dent can terminate no matter how
controversial the committee is

sdyIng

A DEPENDABLE NOTE

HIGH PERFORMANCE

Quader only can convene an an-
nual general mecting of the Board
and leave the matter to the 120
councillors.

Saber himsell asked for this
trouble when he, in the name of
nationalisation of the game, urged
the councillors to change the con-
stitution of the Board in a high-
profile AGM in Cox's Bazar lasi
year, He got a big thumbs-up from
the councillors when they voted
lor increased representation of the
distriet and divisional organisers
in the Board.

But litde did he know whai
shock was in store for him.
I hrough constitutional loopholes,
a number of blackmarketeers and
petty politicians got their way into
the Board of Directors without
having any cricketing credentials.
[hese  questionable  characters
immediately showed their prow-
ess by manipulating the polls and
polluting the environment for
good. decent cricket

Now question is should we let
these culprits strangle our cricker?
i1 no AGM Jhiould be eon-

i 1 "
| ' f i bl I | -\l! ""'.:-

ol

would hope that the councillors
would then respond 1o the need ol
the game and mend the leaks in
the constitution so thal no one
without substantial experience ol
playing or organising the game
can represent the Board.

e eres Hant
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A Mirpur Chalantika defender

STAR

takes a fall while trying to tackle Farashganj's Jalaluddin. who scored two goals,

during their Federation Cup fixture at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Jalal fires F’ganj

f:] Football

SPORTS RIEPORTER

Striked
Farashganj Sporting Club earned a
J-0  against Mirpur Chalantika
sporung Club in their
Group C encounter the Nitol
White Cement 17th Federation
Cup al the Bangabandhu National
Stadium vesterday

Farashganj led the first hall by
a solitan goal. |

[ he experienged striker struck
in each hall while Mithu added the
other goal

'he old-town out plaving with

lalaluddin scored twice as

opening

4]

goalkeeper Biplab Bhattacharva
and striker Maksudul Amin Rana,
looked far superior than their
Mirpur opponents in every de-
partment |

And it was Rana who set up the
lirst goal

'he lanky lorward, alier re-

sent a neat pass (o the unguarded
Jalal who side-Tooted the ball pass
Chalantika custodian Kabii
Chalantika themselves had tw

chances to equahse late in th
second hall However, WOT¢
thwarted by some brilliant saves
irom Bangladesh number two

custodian Hl[‘|.'."'
Chalantika were reduced to 10
men ecarlv in the second hall whi

delender Tuhin w {1 alter a

1S S

reckless tackle on  Farashgang
captain Askar Babu

Farashgan] took advantage by
mhlm:; (wO more goals. First Jala

|
pounced on a delensive lapse, and
chipped the ball over the advan
ing Chalantika custodian in tht
60th minute
hen Mithu sealed the
with three minutes lelt on the
clock. Lhis right footer was too hol
to handle.

VICTORIA-6, WARI-2

\ Sohag hattrick propelled Victo-

game

lie netted in the 7ih, 51st and
70th minutes. Sohag | Rah-
| vang stnker Mo vl scored

Hrst Dl 1 Sundav againsd
;":Hl' 1{ \!] \. 1%

AT 1A o 4 s IN

na . N me

\Makd inped up ne-sidegd
allann |

On h ind, Shipon and
Roval reduced the margin for Wan
| |[.L'

Victoria will now lace Farash-
vanj in the Group C final at the
sdne venu n Frniday

BRTC- 4, BIMA-3

\way at the Sher-c-Bangla Na-
Honal Stadium, BRTC edged paslt
Sadharan Bima 4-3 in the tie-
breakel

'he match was locked 2-2 In
the scheduled 90 minutes

BRTC next play Rahmatgan)
Muslim Friends Society in the
Group A final at the Bangabandhu

cewving a long pass from_the cen-  ria Sporting Club 1o an emphatic  National Stadium at 4 pm on
tre, ran down the right (fank and  6-2 win over Wari Club harsday

“1“. Cricket day. championship specifically  and

mtulartsbehech A — "We pride ourselves in every  seen how it works, but I'm sur-

'est match being special and  prised those Test matches don't

REUTERS, Sl

e —— e ——— e e .

Ihe World Test Championship
introduced this month is “stupid
hecause every Lest should count
according o Australia’s  captain
Steve Waugh.

he Championship, based on
muodel pioneered by cricket publi-
cation Wisden, was introduced
this month 1o impose a clear
1Gapue table Tor the sport at the
top level ina bid to win back fans,

It will award two points for a
series win and one point lor a
series draw but one-1est series are
(pnored and a 3-2 series victory is
given the same weight as a 5-0
whitewash

I wouldn't think it ("dead
Fests going  unrewarded) would
lcave it open to mateh-hxing, but |
think it's stupid,” Waugh told re-

l porters at Sydney airport on Tues-

what's the point of plaving il they
don’t count for anvthing?

"They stll count for our per-
sonal pride and the team. | must
havén't looked at the

achmt |

STEVE WAUGH

count, they should count.

“That's what all about,
that's why vou're the number one
side, because vou can perform |
guess when other people don't
expect vou to.

ins

e International Cricket
Council (1CC) has drawn up a
starting table based on recent

results rather than beginning from
scratch.

\ustralia recently won a world
record 16 consecutive Tests and is
ranked number one despite losing
aseries 2-1 in March in India.

'he Championship, involving
the 10 Fest-plaving nations. began
with the England-Pakistan t(wo-
I'est series which started last week.

Waugh said the packed crickel
calendar might force countries (o
adopt four-Test series. rather than
live.

See PAGE 15




