
FIFA cancelling
World Club 
Championship? 
AFP, LAUSANNE, Switzerland

FIFA's World Club Championship 
due to be held in Spain is likely to be 
cancelled later Friday, a source close 
to FIFA told AFP here. 

The tournament, which features 
the club champions from each conti-
nent, was due to be held in Spain in 
August. 

But a source close to FIFA, in 
Lausanne for the International 
Olympic Committee meeting, said 
the 2001 tournament was now 
expected to be scrapped with FIFA to 
make an announcement in the next 
few hours. 

The expected cancellation follows 
the collapse of a rescue plan on 
Thursday aimed at bailing out FIFA's 
cash-strapped marketing partners 
ISL. 

ISL were left facing bankruptcy 
after French utilities group Vivendi 
pulled out of a deal to save the Swiss-
based marketing company. 

ISL's collapse left the World Club 
Championships in doubt because the 
competition has no sponsors in 
place. 

The World Club Championships 
has been a favourite project of FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter. The first 
edition of the tournament was held in 
Brazil last year, with Corinthians 
defeating Vasco da Gama on penal-
ties 4-3
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AFP, Brussels

Giant Czech star Jan Koller's current club Anderlecht insisted on Thursday 
that they had agreed terms for his transfer to English First Division champi-
ons Fulham despite reports that a deal had been struck with German side 
Borussia Dortmund. 

Koller was reported to have agreed terms with Bundesliga side Dortmund 
- who will play in next year's Champions League - on Thursday, but 
Anderlecht general manager Michel Verschueren told Belgian press agency 
Belga the same day that terms had been agreed with Fulham.

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich need a single point 
against Hamburg SV on Saturday to 
win their 17th German league title 
before concentrating on their date 
with Valencia in the Champions 
League final on Wednesday. 

Bayern, despite being a major 
force in Europe for decades, have 
surprisingly not won Europe's top 
club trophy since 1976 and are 
desperate to erase the memory of 
their dramatic loss to Manchester 
United in the 1999 final. 

But before the big event at 
Milan's San Siro stadium on 
Wednesday, Ottmar Hitzfeld's side 
travel to the less glamorous sur-
roundings of 13th-placed Hamburg, 
in a bid to pick up their third consec-
utive Bundesliga title on the final day 
of the season. 

Hamburg have nothing to play for 
but pride. 

Bayern's midfield general Jens 
Jeremies is injured and Bosnian 
midfielder Hasan Salihamidzic is 
suspended, but Hitzfeld's men 
looked to have raised their game to 
a late-season peak after beating 
holders Real Madrid twice in the 
Champions League semi-finals. 

Schalke 04 are just three points 
behind Bayern but their chances of 
capturing their first title for 43 years 
look slim. 

But if Bayern do lose, Huub 
Stevens' team must beat relegation-
threatened Unterhaching and hope 
their slightly superior goal difference 
wins the title. 

The team from the Ruhr indus-
trial heartland have had their 
chances this season to pull ahead, 
but Bayern have kept reeling them 
in. 

Their consolation would be an 
automatic place in the Champions 
League for finishing second. 

But Borussia Dortmund are just 
two points further back and host 
mid-table Hansa Rostock. Third 
place in the league would send them 
into the early qualifying rounds of 
the Champions League, but Bayer 
Leverkusen, Hertha Berlin and even 
SC Freiburg are also eyeing third 
place. 
VfL Bochum and Eintracht Frankfurt 
are already condemned to the 
Second Division, and the third 
relegation place is between 
Unterhaching and Energie Cottbus, 
who travel to 1860 Munich. 

FIXTURES 
(All matches on Saturday at 1330 
GMT) 

Hamburg SV v Bayern Munich, 
Werder Bremen v Hansa Rostock, 
Borussia Dortmund v Cologne, 
Schalke 04 v Unterhaching, 
Eintracht Frankfurt v VfB Stuttgart, 
SC Freiburg v VfL Wolfsburg, Bayer 
Leverkusen v VfL Bochum, 
Kaiserslautern v Hertha Berlin, 
1860 Munich v Energie Cottbus

Bundesliga preview

Bayern just a point away

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid look to grab their first 
Primera Liga title since 1997 with a 
win over lowly city rivals Rayo 
Vallecano on Saturday. 

However, the European champi-
ons will be counting on favourable 
results elsewhere in the Liga in the 
shape of a defeat for second-placed 
Deportivo La Coruna who are six 
points adrift and kick off against 
Oviedo one hour before the Madrid 
derby. 

Going on recent domestic form 
Real have an uphill climb, and with 
four games to go there is still room 
for an upset or two. 

Vincent Del Bosque's side lost to 
Bayern Munich in this season's 
Champions League semi-finals 
earlier this month and their domestic 
performances have begun to falter - 
their last victory dates back to April 
22 when they won 3-2 at Real 
Zaragoza. 

Reigning champions Deportivo 
could still realistically hold on to the 
title they won for the first time last 
year, and with Real on Sunday 
missing the services of suspended 
pair, defender Fernando Hierro and 
midfielder Ivan Helguera, and 

i n j u r e d  f o r w a r d  F e r n a n d o  
Morientes, Del Bosque's claim to 
theLiga throne could prove prema-
ture. 

However as the stony-faced 
moustachioed coach mulls over his 
team's loss of appetite for league 
wins, his players are at least show-
ing some determination to turn the 
tables. 

"We can't lose any more 
matches," said Real forward Savio 
Bortolini. "We need these three 
points and we're going to Vallecano 
to take them." 

Bortolini added: "The sooner we 
become champions the better, and 
we're hoping that will happen on 
Sunday." 

As Deportivo prepare to collect 
full points at Oviedo to prevent Real 
from realising their domestic bliss, 
Valencia - in third place on 59 points, 
11 adrift of Real - host 11th placed 
Athletic Bilbao in their bid to keep in 
touch with the Champions League 
places. 

Valencia, of course, could solve 
that problem by beating Bayern 
Munich in the Champions League 
final in Milan on Wednesday. 

Real Mallorca, who sit fourth, 
equal on points with Valencia, visit 
Espanyol, while Espanyol's city 
rivals Barcelona, who sit fifth on 56 
travel to Alaves, beaten 5-4 in extra 
time by Liverpool in an astonishing 

UEFA Cup final on Wednesday. 
Alaves forward Javi Moreno, 

rumoured to be joining Valencia 
next season, will be out to add to his 
21 league goals this season to 
confirm his place as the Liga's top 
scorer. 

Real Madrid, meanwhile, are 
locked in a record-breaking tug of 
war over world player of the year 
Zinedine Zidane, it was reported in 
the Spanish press on Thursday. 

Real have offered their Italian 
rivals a staggering 50 million dollars 
plus three players as they seek to 
land the French midfield maestro, 
but Juventus have countered by 
demanding 50 million dollars for the 
player - plus Real's Portuguese 
international Luis Figo, sports daily 
Marca reported. 

Figo moved to Real last year for a 
then world record 56 million dollars. 

FIXTURES 
Friday (2130 GMT): Valencia v 
Athletic Bilbao 

Saturday (2130 GMT): Alaves v 
Barcelona 

Sunday (1600 GMT): Real 
Sociedad v Malaga, Valladolid v 
Racing Santander, Espanyol v Real 
Mallorca, Celta Vigo v Numancia, 
Osasuna v Las Palmas, Oviedo v 
Deportivo La Coruna (1700 GMT), 
Real Zaragoza v Villareal, Rayo 
Vallecano v Real Madrid (1800 
GMT)

Primera Liga preview

Real could be crowned this week

AFP, London

Treble-winners Liverpool can clinch 
their most coveted prize on Satur-
day when they travel to face 
Charlton at the Valley on the final 
day of the English Premiership 
season. 

With the UEFA Cup, FA Cup and 
League Cup already in the bag, 
Gerard Houllier's men will join 
Manchester United and Arsenal in 
next season's highly-lucrative 
Champions League if they secure 
third spot in the league by winning in 
south London. 

The Reds completed a unique 
cup treble on Wednesday when 
they beat Spanish club Alaves 5-4 in 
the UEFA Cup final in Dortmund to 
lift their first European trophy for 17 
years. 

With a penalty shoot-out just 
three minutes away and with the 
Spaniards down to nine men after 
having two players sent-off, Alaves 
midfielder Delfi Geli headed Gary 
McAllister's free kick into his own net 
to gift Liverpool victory. 

Their dramatic late win, in one of 
the most memorable finals of all 
time, evoked memories of Liver-
pool's golden era of the 1970s and 
80s when they dominated Europe 
before the deaths of 39 mainly 
Italian supporters at the Heysel 
Stadium in Brussels at the 1985 
European Final between Liverpool 
and Juventus led to a five-year ban 
on English clubs participating in 
Europe. 

A win at Charlton will be the icing 
on the cake for a resurgent Liver-
pool side, who can reclaim their 

place alongside the cream of Euro-
pean football after a lengthy 
absence. 

Striker Robbie Fowler, who 
thought he had scored the winner in 
that amazing UEFA Cup final when 
he put Liverpool 4-3 ahead, is in no 
doubt where his priorities lie. 

The predatory forward, who has 
struggled to hold down a regular 
place this season, knows the Cham-
pions League is the real benchmark 
for success - something the club 
have not been part of since the 
Heysel disaster. 

"We must make one last push on 
Saturday to make the season com-
plete," said Fowler. 

"We have always said how much 
we want to get into the Champions 
League. That was our main objec-
tive when the season started. 

"This is a massive game for us 
and hopefully it's another one we 
can win." 

Fowler reflected on a marvellous 
season but said there was still work 
to do. 

"Winning the UEFA Cup was a 
great achievement and when you 
add it to the other two trophies we've 
won this season, it's nothing short of 
fantastic," he said. 

"We want that Champions 
League place as well though. It's a 
bit greedy but we want to beat 
Charlton on Saturday to finish third." 

Houllier, who slapped an alcohol 
ban on his players until after Satur-
day's crunch clash, agreed. 

"As soon as Charlton is out of the 
way we can have a drink and enjoy 
it," said the Frenchman. 

"We have to start again on Satur-
day, we want to be competing in the 
same competition as Manchester 
United and I know my players won't 

let themselves down, the Charlton 
game is too important. 

"We have one last cup final to 
overcome. We may then celebrate." 

If Liverpool lose on Saturday, this 
season's Champions League semi-
finalists Leeds will pip Fowler and 
his team-mates to a place in 
Europe's top-flight competition 
should they win at home to 
Leicester. 

Leeds, who won many fans for 
their brilliant European run which 
was ended by last season's beaten 
finalists Valencia, will be hoping 
Liverpool's heavy schedule has 
taken its toll. Saturday's league 
clash will be the Anfield club's 63rd 
match of the season. 

Should Liverpool triumph, Leeds 
will play in next season's less presti-
gious UEFA Cup, along with Ipswich 
and either Chelsea or Sunderland. 

Ipswich have an outside chance 
of beating Liverpool and Leeds to 
the last Champions League place, 
but they need to win at Derby and 
hope both their rivals lose. 

In the only other unresolved 
issue this weekend, Chelsea and 
Sunderland will fight it out for the 
one remaining UEFA Cup spot. 

Chelsea need a point from their 
trip to Manchester City to deny Peter 
Reid's men. 

FIXTURES 
(kick-off 1400GMT) 
Saturday: Charlton v Liverpool, 
Coventry v Bradford, Derby v 
Ipswich, Everton v Sunderland, 
Leeds v Leicester, Manchester City 
v Chelsea, Middlesbrough v West 
Ham, Newcastle v Aston Villa, 
Southampton v Arsenal, Tottenham 
v Manchester United 

Premiership preview

Liverpool's biggest match

AFP, Turin

Juventus midfielder Edgar Davids 
called on the Italian Olympic 
Committee (CONI) on Thursday to 
relax the limit at which it considers 
an athlete to have failed a test for the 
b a n n e d  a n a b o l i c  s t e r o i d  
nandrolone. 

Davids, who was suspended by 
the Italian Football League earlier 
for testing positive for nandrolone 
after a Serie A match in March, said 
he believed there was scientific 
evidence to suggest the current 
tests were too strict. 

``Experts have told me that the 
levels of nandrolone found in my 
urine were 2.35 (nanograms per 
millilitre). This has not been con-
firmed by the CONI laboratory,'' said 
Davids, reading from a prepared 
statement in the offices of Juventus 
president Vittorio Chiusano, a 
qualified lawyer. 

``As you know, the level of 
nandrolone allowed by CONI is 2.0.'' 

The Dutch international then 
argued that the CONI test level had 

been decided upon without suffi-
cient research. 

``I am therefore of the opinion 
that CONI should raise the level for 
its tolerance of nandrolone until 
there is scientific confirmation (that 
the level is reliable),'' he said. 

CONI, which oversees Italian 
sport, uses International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) guidelines to 
judge if footballers have taken 
banned substances or not. 

For nandrolone, the IOC speci-
fies that a male athlete has failed a 
test if more than two nanograms 
(ng/ml) per millilitre of nandrolone 
waste products are found in his 
urine sample. 

For women the level is higher -- 
5.0 ng/ml -- due to hormonal differ-
ences between the sexes. 

Scientists are divided on what 
they consider an acceptable level of 
nandrolone. Traces of the steroid 
are known to exist in the human 
body but only at levels way below 
the IOC limits. 

Many in Italy have suggested 
that the rash of recent nandrolone 
cases in soccer has been caused by 
dietary supplements which are used 
widely in Serie A. 

Confusion also stems from the 
fact that if an athlete loses a lot of 
body fluid through exertion his urine 
sample will be more concentrated 
and so will any trace of a banned 
substance. 

Davids was earlier suspended 
for failing a test after a match 
against Udinese on March 4. 

The player insists he has never 
used an illegal substance. 

``I am still perplexed by the fact 
that traces of nandrolone have been 
found in my urine,'' he said on 
Thursday. 

Davids' suspension is indefinite 
and will run until a decision is made 
on a definitive ban, which is likely to 
be for around 16 months. 

Juventus, third in the table, have 
four matches left in the Serie A 
season and are six points behind 
leaders AS Roma. 

Eight players from Serie A and B 
have tested positive for banned 
substances this season, including 
Lazio's Portuguese defender 
Fernando Couto who has also been 
suspended indefinitely.

Davids gives his argument

AFP, London

Unsettled Liverpool star Robbie 
Fowler has vowed to stay at the club 
and fight for a regular place in 
Gerard Houllier's starting line-up, 
reports said here Friday. 

Fowler - a scorer in Liverpool's 
stunning 5-4 UEFA Cup triumph on 
Wednesday - has been unhappy 
with Houllier's policy of rotating his 
strikers and speculation has linked 
with a move to Arsenal. 

Reports in France Thursday 
indicated Houllier may seek to 
offload the Liverpool star and bring 
in Juventus' French international 
David Trezeguet. 

But Fowler has insisted he wants 

to stay at Anfield and jostle for 
position along with England strikers 
Emile Heskey and Michael Owen. 

"I have never rolled over and 
given up in my life - and I'm not about 
to start now," Fowler told Friday's 
Daily Mail. 

"I'm not the first person to find 
himself out of the starting line-up 
and I won't be the last. It may well 
happen again, not just to me but 
others. 

"You have simply got to take it on 
the chin and that is what I've done 
over the past few weeks," said 
Fowler who admitted he had been 
disappointed to start both the UEFA 
Cup and FA Cup finals on the bench. 

"You want to be involved in finals 
from the first whistle. Any profes-
sional would tell you that and I'm no 
different. Sure, I have been upset at 

being on the sidelines, but you have 
to accept it," he said. 

"There have been no moans 
from me about being on the bench. I 
have never made an issue of it and 
that tells you something about how I 
view things." 

Fowler, a product of Liverpool's 
youth system, said there was no 
room in the Liverpool dressing room 
for egos and added he wanted to be 
a part of the famous club's resur-
gence under Houllier. 

"As a Liverpool man, it means a 
lot to me to be part of this club's 
success and I want to carry on 
playing a role. There is no room for 
any big-time Charlies at Anfield and 
I accept that, just as the other lads 
do. 

"We all feel we are going places 
and I want to be part of it," he said.

AFP, Rome

Parma took a giant stride towards a 
place in next season's Champions 
League Thursday, beating ailing 
Inter Milan 3-1 in the Italian First 
Division. 

Two goals from Brazilian Junior 
and one from striker Marco Di Vaio 
saw Parma prevail despite Christian 
Vieri's injury-time consolation for 
Inter. 

And Parma's hold on the fourth 
spot that would ensure they quali-
fied for Europe's top competition 
was strengthened further by a 2-1 
defeat for AC Milan at the San Siro 
at the hands of Fiorentina. 

Enrico Chiesa's early double for 
Fiorentina proved decisive although 
U k r a i n i a n  s t r i k e r  A n d r i y  
Shevchenko scored a consolation 
for the hosts. 

With only three matches left 
Parma now lead AC Milan by six 
points and Inter by nine and it would 
take an unlikely sequence of results 
to deny them their place in the 
Champions League alongside AS 
Roma, Lazio and Juventus. 

At the San Siro, Milan dominated 
the early stages but then Fiorentina 
went ahead with their first attack of 
the match. 

Enrico Chiesa was the scorer 
from a free kick, his 21st of the 
season for the Florence club. 

Seven minutes later Chiesa 
struck again for the visitors, snap-
ping up a chance after intercepting a 
misplaced backpass by Milan's 
Federico Giunti. 

That put Chiesa on 22 goals for 
the season, one behind the sea-
son's top scorer, Shevchenko. 

But 10 minutes later Shevchenko 
pulled clear of Chiesa by finishing 
off the move that saw Milan pull the 
score back to 2-1. 

At Parma's Ennio Tardini 
Stadium the home side took full 
advantage of Milan's slip-up by 
taking the points against the other 
San Siro side, Inter. 

Inter's hopes of atoning for their 

6-0 thrashing by AC Milan in the 
derby last week took an early blow 
when Parma took the lead in the 
14th minute after Junior linked up 
well with Yugoslav forward Savo 
Milosevic. 

In the second period Parma 
killed the game with a second goal. 
Marco Di Vaio was the scorer, doing 
well to control the ball after an 
Antonio Benarrivo pass before 
beating Inter's French goalkeeper 

Sebastien Frey. 

Junior, set up by Di Vaio, added 
another two minutes from time 
before Vieri notched for Inter in 
stoppage time. 

It has been a miserable week for 
Inter - thrashed 6-0 by their arch-
enemies - a result for which the 
entire team was forced to apologise 
to club president Massimo Moratti. 

And earlier Thursday the club 

learned their ground would be 
closed for two matches because of 
the incident in which their fans 
vandalised a scooter and hurled it 
down the stands during a recent 
match with Atalanta. 

These two games were brought 
forward because next week 
Fiorentina and Parma contest the 
first leg of the Italian Cup Final. 

The rest of the fixtures take place 
Sunday. Leaders Roma visit bottom 
club Bari while second-placed Lazio 
play a home match with Udinese on 
neutral territory at Florence 
because their ground is closed 
because of crowd misbehaviour. 

Third-placed Juventus - one 
point behind Lazio and six behind 
Roma - play Bologna. 

Serie A

Parma dent Inter hopes

Elber may
quit 
AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich's Brazilian striker 
Giovane Elber has hinted that he 
may leave the club before his con-
tract runs out in three years time. 

Elber, whose goals have helped 
the Bundesliga giants into the final 
of the European Champions 
League this season, said he could 
be ready to leave Germany soon. 

"I don't know if I will see out my 
contract," the attacker told Kicker 
magazine. 

"In July I'm going to be 29. If I wait 
till the end of my contract I'll be 32. 
That would leave me with just two 
more years playing in Brazil," said 
Elber, who said his wife would have 
the last word on a move. 

"It's up to Cynthia. If she tells me 
she wants to leave then I won't stay 
here another day longer," Elber 
said.

AFP, Monaco

Marseille's Liberian international 
forward George Weah is set to sign 
a one-year contract at former club 
Monaco on Friday, according to 
Monaco officials Thursday. 

The 34-year-old Weah, the 1995 
World Footballer of the Year, was at 
the Principality club on Thursday to 
discuss terms and put the finishing 
touches to the deal. 

Weah signed a one-year deal 
with Marseille in October after a 
short spell with Manchester City in 
the English Premiership. 

He announced in March that he 
would leave the perennially crisis-
stricken Marseille club at the end of 
the season. 

Weah last played for Monaco 
between 1988 and 1992.

Weah going
to Monaco 

Fowler to fight for place

AFP, Lyon

Relegated French First Division club St Etienne were thrown a potential 
lifeline on Thursday when French justice officials ruled that the club be given 
back seven points that had been docked for fielding players with false EU 
passports. 

However, Marseille, who consequently fall into the relegation firing line, 
said it was "entirely unconcerned" by the news. 

It was the latest twist in a long-running saga sparked when St Etienne had 
seven points deducted after they were found to be fielding Brazilian striker 
Alex and Ukrainian Maxim Levitsky, who were found to be using false 
Portuguese and Greek passports respectively. 

A court in Lyon agreed to St Etienne's request for a suspension of the 
seven-point deduction until a final decision is made at a later date. 

The decision throws the relegation situation in the French league into 
disarray, because St Etienne now have 36 points, just three fewer than the 
closest club in the table, former European champions Marseille. 

As regards goal difference, Marseille (-9) have a four-goal advantage 
over St Etienne (-13) so the final day of the season could potentially lead to 
the clubs switching relegation places. 

In the case of equal points, goal difference is decisive. If that is also equal, 
then the highest-scoring team is given precedence. 

Marseille, recently boosted by the return of influential management figure 
Bernard Tapie, reacted coolly to the court decision, saying that it was "en-
tirely unconcerned" by the news.

Lifeline for St Etienne

Koller moving to Fulham

Serie A's top six
After Thursday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, against, 
points): 

AS Roma 30  20  7  3 58 28 67
Lazio   30  19  5  6 57 32 62
Juventus   30  17 10  3 51 25 61
Parma   31  15  8  8 47 25 53
AC Milan   31  12 11  8 53 42 47
Inter Milan   31  12  8 11 42 44 44
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Jenilson Junior (R), Parma's Brazilian playmaker, scoring against Inter Milan while teammate Savo Milosevic (L) and 
Inter defender Matteo Ferrai look on at Parma on May 17.

Juventus' Dutch superstar Edgar Davids (R) talking to the press while club president Vittorio Chiusano listens at 
Turin on May 17.
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