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Bringing in the swinging jazz mood

Jazz evenings at Alliance Francaise café

FAYZA HAQ

NDRE Raynouard, the
director of Alliance
Francaise, when asked to

explain why he had introduced jazz
music to the café at his cultural
centre, says," The first reaction

movement. A number of jazz clubs
were visited by Jean Paul Sartre ,
Simone de Bouvoire and all the peo-
ple around them such as Boris Vian,
and Juliette Greco. The main exam-
ple of these centres is 'Le Tabeu'
where all the famous existentialists
would come at night to listen to the

temporary classical music and jazz
composers could be considered as
classical musicians too if we con-
sider contemporary music as classi-
cal music. Ithas become a very elab-
orate form of music and is not the
simple music of New Orleans in the
beginnings of jazz, where the music
was being played on ordinary instru-
ments like trumpets and drums."
Asked to speak about the begin-
nings of jazz, Raynouard says,
"Jazz was born with the African
Americans. It originated in the cot-
ton plantations where the black
slaves that were brought to the
States worked in the southern
parts of America . They sang in the
evenings, after their work, as they
felt miserable and their lives were
hard . They sang spirituals which
were Christian inspired songs about
the Bible , which helped them
express their hardships and regain
confidence. They were suffering but
they knew that God was there and
that they would have a better life in
the future. If you take Louis
Armstrong, who is the main expo-

nent of the New Orleans style, he
wrote 'The Good Book' with the
Bible being the theme of all the com-
positions. This is where the blues
originated. They had very few
instruments so that they were
mainly vocal. In some cases, a gui-
tar or banjowas included.

"Another source of jazz was the
Civil War where many African Amer-
icans were involved in the war, and
at the end of the war the musical
instruments which were used during
the battle , being mainly drums,
horns and trumpets, were kept
back. All the first jazz bands were
marching bands which were typical
of New Orleans jazz. This type of
music was also played at funerals.
After that, over the years, the music
became more and more complex
and change . There is still the main
current of the blues up to today.

Explaining the different types of
jazz, Raynouard says "When it
comes to the best known jazz is the
New Orleans jazz which is fairly sim-
ple. There is the period of 'hot' jazz
‘cool' jazz and modern jazz. In the

The quintette of the Hot Club de France in 1934-35, including Django
Reinhardt

would be to say that jazz music is
not French and that it is mainly
associated with the  American
society and culture, However, at the
same time , | had a very good
reason to introduce jazz here and
the reason is that jazz for the
generation before me and for my
generation was our music in France
after World War |l. Jazz became the
music of the young and educated
people in France. Paris became the
capital of jazz, notjustin Europe, but
the world over. Jazz was introduced
to the French by the American
troops that came to France with well
known names like Glen Miller and
his band . Jazz is in fact associated
with the liberation of France. Some
of the very famous jazz musicians of
the time recorded with American
military jazz bands such as that of
Django Reinhardt, who was famous
guitar player of gypsy origin. He
made a number of CDs with the
American transport command band.
Just after the war, jazz was the
main feature in the life of Paris.
"Jazz threw some very unusual
and intellectual personalities in
association with the existentialism

new music. This place is particularly
associated with a writer and a jazz
trumpet player i.e. Boris Vian. In the
mid fifties and the early sixties there
was a time when American jazz
musicians were no longer being
appreciated or recognized by the
American audience and they all
came to Paris to gain world recogni-
tion as musicians. These included
Chet Baker, Miles Davies and Sid-
ney Bachet, a famous clarinet
player (once connected with a main
festival of jazz at Antibes, and had
composed 'Antibes Blues' and
'Antibes March') came to places like
' Caveau de la Huchette', 'Le Petit
Offortun’, 'Le Petit Journal', 'Le Slow
Club' and 'La Villa' . These jazz
musicians were consequently
lapped up by the French audience.
Raynouard, in stressing the need
for jazz being heard at the Alliance
Francaise, says," If you consider the
present period , jazz has become
again a main feature of the musical
creation in France. In Paris itself
there has been the flowering of jazz
clubs in the last ten years . The rea-
son is more than a revival of the
genre. Jazz today is close to con-

Coleman Hawkins and Jean Claude Fohrenbach at Club Saint-Germain

] “clarinettes’

Luuin Sclavis.

case of 'cool' jazz the sounds are
different and not as bright as the
'hot' jazz which has fast rhythm
,whereas 'cool' jazz is more on the
slow side and melancholic. 'New
thing'in the 80swith people like Pha-
raoh Sunders made a sort of music
that was extremely cerebral and not
very attractive to the common lis-
tener. It was also political as those
musicians were very much involved
in political movements, criticizing
society. This was in America. In
France you find the same evolutions
with various styles. Coming to
France they integrated with French
culture and some of the great jazz
players of the last 15 years have
been Europeans, and more particu-
larly French. These include Michel
Portal, a saxophone player, Louis
Sclavis who played the clarinet and
the saxophone, Michel Petrucianni
who is a pianist , Richard Galliano,
who is an accordion player. In their
playing is a very specific French
dimension in their composition. We
also have a considerable trend that
is foreign based, specially African
inspired. These are linked with the
composition of the present French
society .

He continues to say, "One of the
trends in the last ten years is that of
Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco
There is also the influence of the
Vietnamese music which has come
to us through the presence of the
Vietnamese population in France
and some Vietnamese born musi-
cians who have integrated their
dimension into a form of jazz and
which is actually a fusion. What
French music has emerged as
today is what you could call world

music with the fusion of tendencies
of trends from various musical forms
from all over the world. This is
expressed in jazz but you also find it
inthe modern forms as in the French
rock n'roll and in contemporary clas-
sical music and in French songs.
These are the expressions of a new
French society which is cosmopoli-
tan and which does not remain sepa-
rated into different groups. They
bring together, in one artistic
expression the musical forms of the
various streams."

Raynouard adds, "If you ask me
to name some of my favourite jazz
players they are Didier Lockwood, a
disciple of Stephan Graffeli, and
who came to Dhaka in 1991; Miles
Davis; Canonball Adderley( who
plays the trumpet and saxophone),
Ahmed Jamal (who plays the piano)
and Paul Desmond (who plays the
saxophone).

He concludes "What | want to do
in the café in the evenings is to give
aflavour of what a jazz club could be
in France and present a sort of
music that people would like to listen
to. Itis mainly jazz and I'm not going
to play rock, pop or country music
unless there is a connection with
some of the numbers such as those
of Ray Charles, who is both a blues
and rock singer. In the same way, |
would like to play variations by vari-
ous musicians on various themes.
In the second half of the 20" century
there was music by Kosma based
on the poems of Jacques Prevert

Michel Portal

called 'Les feuilles mortes' (Autumn
leaves) and many people like Miles
Davis have based their work on this.
One of the hit songs of Yves
Montand , also based on 'Autumn
leaves', is something | would like to
revive".

The jazz evenings were held on
May 3 and last evening. These
moments were immensely enjoyed
by all at the Alliance Francaise café.
They exuded many a measure of
joie de vivre after the day's hard
work and the normally blase exis-
tencein the city.

Ascene of the New Orleans plantations, where jazz originated
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RECOMMENDATIONS

European Film

Festival

On the occasion of their 15th
founding anniversary (16 May,
1986-16 May, 2001) Zahir Raihan
Film Society has organised a
Contemporary European Film
Festival, which is being held at the
German Cultutal Centre, Road # 9,
Dhanmondi.

Contemporary
Indian Bengali

Films

Arganta Film Society in association
with the High Commission of India
has arranged a 8 daylong film
session on 'Contemporary Indian
Bengali Films'in connection with the
celebration of Arganta Film

Society's 25th anniversary, being
held at the Indian High Commission
Auditorium.

Comics

A comics exhibition titled La bande
dessinee contemporaine en France
(Contemporary comic strip in
France) is being held at the La
Galerie of the Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka.

The exhibition will be open to the
publictill May 27.

Satyajit Ray
Retrospective

Satyajit Ray Retrospective
organised by Zahir Raihan Film
Society is now being held at the
auditorium of the High Commission
of India at Road No. 2, Dhanmondi.
Screening schedule: Goopy Gyne
Bagha Byne(The adventures of
Goopy and Bagha) and Hirak Rajar
Deshe (The Kingdom of Diamonds)
on May 18 at 3:00 & 6:00 p.m. resp-
ectively.Sonar Kella( The Golden
Fortress) and Joi baba
Felunath(The Elephant God) on
May 19 at 3:.00 & 6:00 p.m.
respectively. Shatranj Ke
Khilari(The Chess Players) and
Ganashatru (An Enimy of the
People) on May 25 at 3:00 & 6:00
p.m. respectively.
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