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A Moving Portrayal of the Absurdities of Life

Premiere of "Choturtha Matra" takes place at Natmandal

FAYzA HAQ

" ATMANDAL" recently
witnessed the premiere of"
Jolchobhi Pandalipi

Karkhana's "Choturtha Matra",

written by Shahidul Zahir, with its

allegories, surrealism and symbol-
isms. The main actors in the film
included Joyonta Chattapaddhya,

Tamalika Karmakar, Soniya Jaffer.

MM Morshed and others, who

performed with skill and sensitive

interpretations.

Adapted from a short story,
"Choturtha Matra" had the plot of a
strange individual, Abdul
Karim(Jayanta Chattopaddhaya),
who lives in the section of old town in
Dhaka, and who breaks glasses in
his home every day. These he
places outside his door, from where
the neighbouring children steal the
pieces and buy sweets("katkati").
When dividing the sweets between
the four of them, quarrels ensue with
swear words and scuffles. These
fights are over the fact that the
divisions are not equal. The neigh-
bouring men, including "mastans”,
turn up at the hero's house and
terrorize him for breaking the
glasses that lead to bloodshed. As a
consequence, he goes on putting
more glasses as requested by the
people around him, but this results
in further fights among the neigh-
bouring youths. These incidents
supply some action , though they
get blasé with repetitions, which is
the intrinsic purpose of Shahidul
Zahir.

These weird and absurd inci-
dents are repeated at least four

times. One wonders as to why the
hero breaks the glasses, although
he himself gently and soft-spokenly
comes up with the explanation that
this happens in every home.

Another repeated incident in the
film is the coming of the old newspa-
per vendor , who buys papers from
people, while the hero sells his
collection , making a mild joke of this
process of their buying and selling
and offering water to drink to the
tired and thirsty constantly smiling
travelling merchant of old newspa-
pers. The bargaining over the small
bundle of old newspapers provides
some aspects of comedy. Everyday
the price changes and at the end
the hero's collection of papers are
reduced to nothing. The two then
decide that Abdul Karim will buy old
papers from the vendor and sell
them back, having read them. This
is a parody of society and signifies
that our lives have entered a circle,
which repeats itself. The message
is that we cannot come out of this
limitation of repetitive mundane
matters in our lives, no matter how
hard we try.

Abdul Karim repeats various day
to day events many times, with
some variations, and so plods
through life. In the same vein, the
house-maid comes to work every-
day, cleaning and cooking, and with
whom the protagonist has some
sexual relationship, which is only
hinted and not directly portrayed.
This maid, played by Tomalika
Karmokar, is feisty and full of life,
apart from being attractive and
dressed in a low-class but colourful
manner. As Abdul Karim calls out to
her gently and repeatedly "bua,

Tomalika Karmokar looking smug with the situation

bua" and as she shuts the main door
with a smug smile, the viewer's
imagination flows free. The physical
attraction and the consequences
that follow are suggested and not
actually portrayed in any graphic
detail.

Another female character, a
passer-by, dressed in the latest
fashion and simpering constantly
(Sonia Zafar), comes to the
"mohalla" asking Abdul Karim for
directions to someone's house. He
fancies her too and fantasizes about
her too in his restless sleep as well
as his waking hours, as he relaxes
on his deck chair.

Among the recurring dreams of
the hero is the man who gives rides
to people on his horses and these
scenes, done at night, are almost

ethereal with the blue sweep of the
fog and the emerald green leaves in
the foreground. This particular
dream sequence begins with the
clip clop noise of the horses. There
is also the repeated visions of a man
who will not allow Abdul Karim to
even gaze at the grass that has
grown on the dried river. This
aggressive farmer, in his strange
cap and muffler, along with his
walrus moustaches and his bulging
bull-fish eyes, too appears funny
enough in this tale of our absurd life.
The farmer repeatedly tells Abdul
Karim that he has to get permission
to see the view in front of him and
they end up in confrontations, with
the farmer threatening belligerently
and the hero claiming his rights in a
soft, pathetic tone. The man says in
threatening tones, "Do you have the

The paper man having his vital sip of water

Jayanta Chattopaddhya flummoxed with life

permission to watch my river or my
grass field How dare you stand
here and stare?" The hero goes on
with his hapless standing and
staring, adding to the strangeness
of the plot. However, as you study
the theme, as the film progresses,
you comprehend why these appar-
ently confused occurrences take
place. The dreams entwine with one
another as well as with the reality of
the everyday mundane existence.

The "mastans”, the unruly neigh-
bouring children and the horse-man
recur in the film adding variety to the
portrayal of the hero's life which
comprises of little else but reading
questionable Bangla news papers
with their near pornographic ads.,
and writing. Abdul Karim stays
within his room most of the time and
falls asleep at all odd hours, some-
times on his chairand attimes on his
bed. While doing this and reading,
he gets lost in his dreams.
Meanwhile, it is not clear whether he
has a job or not. Itis also vague as to
what he writes, although he pursues
this activity frequently. He listens to
the neighbours' TV and radio and
gazes for hours as to what takes
place on the lane in front of his
house. And so his life limps on.

The structure of the film is not a
direct adaptation from the original
short story. There are improvisa-
tions and changes necessary for the
film language. During the editing,
the incidents changed their
sequences. At times it may appear
like some stream of consciousness
technique to some . There is nothing
in the normal order of story with a
beginning, middle and end. Yet it is
clear as to what is going on. The
point that the what Shahidul Zafar,
the writer, and Nurul Alam Atique,
the director, have tried to present is
that people have to go through life
repeating their near insipid exis-
tence. Boredom is shown as an
unavoidable side effect of people's
existence. According to the film,
people are imprisoned in their
routine existence where nothing
much of consequence takes place.
No matter how much we try, accord-
ing to the original text and the direc-
tor, the average man is doomed to a
lackadaisical life.

Nurul Alam Atique is not trying to
preach but present how the human
mind works. This is his first film, and
earlier he has worked as a screen-
writer  with "Krittonkhola" to his
credit. This contains the story of a
"jatra" group that goes to a fair to
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SoniaZafar simpering and smiling

present a play. There they run short
of money and the lead actress is
forced to lose her honour. The
finale is with the suicide of the
heroine. Atique has been involved
with alternative films for 12 years,
made by various other people like
Morshedul Islam and Sarwar Jehan
Khan. Atique calls his film ."A game
of structure". He says," | have used
this story because this is the kind of
audio visual work | want to do. To be
frank, we have used only one cam-
era. My next film 'Flower child' is
nearly complete and | hope people
will find something to think about in
this too."

The music that accompanies
and intersperses the scenes of

"Choturtha Matra" is "formidable”,
while the clarity and aesthetic
impact of the camera shots are
"magnifique”.

Meanwhile, "Jolchobi" that has
created the film , has other ongoing
projects like "Flower child",
"Gayatrisondhya", "Seagull",
"Throne of the Inner World" and
"Wings of Bicycle". Among these the
film "Flower child" is remarkable for
its touching story of a boy who
grows flowers over his parent's
grave to finally fall in love with the
widow who comes to the neighbour-
hood to only lose her to neighbour-
ing ruffians. "Jolchobi" cameramen
are trained in India, Germany and
USA.

The local "mastans” threatening the hero
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Contemporary
European Film

Festival

On the occasion of their 15th
founding anniversary (16 May,
1986-16 May, 2001) Zahir Raihan
Film Society has organised a
Contemporary European Film
Festival at the German Cultutal
Centre, Road # 9, Dhanmondi.
Screening schedule: on May 16 at
4:30 p.m.-Three Colours: Red by
Krzysztof Kieslowski (Poland) and
Meeting Venas by Istvan Szabo
(Hungary) at6:30 p.m. On May 17 at
3:30 p.m.- Ullyssea gaze by Theo
Angelopoulos (Greece) and
Underground by Emir Kusturica
(Croatia) at6:30 p.m.

Contemporary
Indian Bengali

Films

Arganta Film Society in association
with the High Commission of India
has arranged a 8 daylong film
session on 'Contemporary Indian
Bengali Films'in connection with the
celebration of Arganta Film
Society's 25th anniversary, being
held at the Indian High Commission
Auditorium.

Screening schedule: Uttaron on
May 16 at6:30 p.m.

Comics

A comics exhibition titled La bande
dessinee contemporaine en France
(Contemporary comic strip in
France) is being held at the La
Galerie of the Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka.

The exhibition will be open to the
publictill May 27.

Satyajit Ray
Retrospective
Satyajit Ray Retrospective
organised by Zahir Raihan Film
Society is now being held at the
auditorium of the High Commission
of India at Road No. 2, Dhanmondi.
Screening schedule: Goopy Gyne
Bagha Byne(The adventures of
Goopy and Bagha) and Hirak Rajar
Deshe (The Kingdom of Diamonds)
on May 18 at 3:00 & 6:00 p.m. resp-
ectively.Sonar Kella( The Golden
Fortress) and Joi baba
Felunath(The Elephant God) on
May 19 at 3:00 & 6:00 p.m.
respectively. Shatranj Ke
Khilari(The Chess Players) and
Ganashatru (An Enimy of the
People) on May 25 at 3:00 & 6:00
p.m. respectively.
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