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CCDM supports
4 clubs’ appeal

UNB, Dhaka

The Cricket Committee of Dhaka
Metropolis (CCDM) unanimously
supported the appeal of 12 Me-
tropolis First Division clubs 1o
Stop relegation as the clubs are not
in a position (o continue the
league due to inclement weather.

The decision was taken in an
emergency meeling of the CCDM
yesterday  at  the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) office with
Victoria SC  representative MA
Kabir in the chair, participated by
some 37 representatives of Me-
tropolis first, sccond and third
division clubs.,

However, [or final decision the
CCDM referred the case to BCB,
which will meet on May 21.

Nine super and 10 relegation
league maiches of the First Divi-
sion League still remained pend-
ing.

John seems to be
afraid of Eng
seamers

AFP, Syduey

Australian cricket coach John Bu-
chanan warned Wednesday Eng-
land’s seam attack would pose a
special threat on the upcoming
Ashes tour.

Australia’s batsmen struggled
in India in March when they lost
that series 2-1 and Buchanan said
although those problems were
unlikely to be repeated in England
they would still need to adjust to
the specific conditions.

"We're going to face a pace
bowling attack that can swing and
seam the ball,™ he said.

Formers
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on the field. Because, at the end of
the dav. it is me who will have to
be held accountable for the (eam
performance. said Naimur, Se-

lection may upset someone. But,
we are professional playees and we
will have to accept the fact that
only eleven out of fifteen would
play.”

He also pomnted out that i is
not only the captain who makes
team decision. “I have talked with
my vice-captain before every se-
lection. Besides, coach Trevor and
manager Mahamubul Anam had
also plaved their part in the team
sefecion.” _ _ _ - . 4

Naimur however admitted that
he was not happv with his per-
formance in Zimbabwe, where he
scored B0 runs in two Tests and
took three wickets. He was also
unimpressive in the one-davers
with a score of 69 runs from three
games and no wicket under his
belt.

He however opines that Board
should allow longer stint to who-
ever the captain is.

Outgoing general secretary
Syed Shraful Haq also supported
the view. "When we appointed
Naimur as the captain, we thought
of him as a long term prospect.
Although the Board is maintaining
a policy of appointing captain on
tour basis, but it is implied that he
would get more time before com-
ing under scrutiny,” said Ashraful.

BKSP
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Sohel c Marufb Tanveer
Rocky ¢ Tanveer b Asif
Johny b Naveem
Ashraf run out
Ashim ¢ Nadif b Nayeem
Bidyut ¢ Rubaiyat b Nayeem
Kajal ¢ Dhiman b Nayeem
Prince ¢ Dhiman b Nadif
Jamil st Dhiman b Naveem
Liton not out '
Extras: (b-3, |b-3, nb-2, w-13) 21
Total: (All out in 34.4 overs ) 73
Fall of wickets: 1/5, 2/8, 3/30.
4/39,5/53,6/53, 7155, 8/60. 9/60.
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Pakistan will be out lor revenge
when the first Test against Eng-
land starts here at lLord's on
Thursday.

The tourists lost their unbeaten
record at Karachi during the win-
ter when England won the third
Test of three and took the series 1-
0.

But Pakistan will have to be
quick about their work: there are
just two Tests on this tour, which
serves as an appetiser for the five
Test Ashes series here between
England and Australia.

The decision to play just two
Tests against Pakistan this sum-
mer, when series between the two
sides here have usually been com-

WAQAR YOUNIS

prised of three and sometimes five
matches has caused ill-feeling.

Certainly Pakistan, a team with
plenty of star names, deserve to be
more than an Ashes warm-up act
and it's hard to imagine Australia .
being treated in the same way.

However, Tim Lamb, the chiel
executive ol the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) insisted
no slight was intended.

"It is completely wrong to sug-
gest that the ECB's decision to
host two Test matches against
Pakistan this summer reflects
poorly on the tourists,” said Lamb.

"Our original plan for this
summer was to play a six Test
Ashes series against Australia only.

However, Tollowing our new
broadcasting dJdeal with Channel
Four and Skyv in 1994, we agreed to
expand the mternational match
programme to seven lest matches
per summer and introduce a tri-
angularone-day tournament

1 can reassure Pakistan sup-
porters that the ECB has the ut-
most respect for their team's abil-
ity.

“They are one of the most ex-
citing sides, to watch in world

cricket and we will be looking to
play a minimum of three lest
matches and possibly four when
Pakistan are next due to tour here
again in 2006."

England, unusually, will start
this series as favourites: they have
won four series on the trot while
Pakistan have won just once In
their last six, although they did
manage a -1 draw against New
Zealand earlier this year,

Nevertheless, a number of their
leading players — captain Waqar
Younis, fast bowler Wasim Akram,
leg-spinner Mushtaq Ahmed and
off-spinner Saqlain Mushtaq all
have extensive experience ol Eng-
lish conditions thanks to their
time on the county circuit,

England’s Graham Thorpe told
AFP that Waqar his former Surrey
teammate was “an inspiring leader
of men” and what he may lack in
tactical experience he may well
make up for in force of personal-
iy.

That and the collective Test ex-
perience of the other senior play-
ers may help compensate for a
lack of pre-Test match practice.

This has been a particular
handicap for two of their key
batsmen — Yousuf Youhana and

Inzamamul Haq, neither of whom
has vet played a major innings on
tour.

Yousuf has so far managed
nought, five and four while vice-
captain Inzamam's contribution
stands at 18 and 13.

[heir pace attack will prefer an
overcast Lord’s to a lifeless slab in
| ahore but it will be a tougher task
for their batsmen, not that Paki-
stan's English coach Richard Py-
bus is unduly worried.

“Inzamam's such a key figure
in our batting and I think he'll be
fine. These are experienced . Test
plavers and guys like 'Inzi’ know
when to turn iton.”

One player not expected to
feature at Lord's is Shoaib Akhtar.
The 'Rawalpindi Express,’ as the
fast bowler is known has been
struggling with the after-eflects of
gastroenteritis and it seems as |
his place will be taken by 20-year-
old Mohammad Sami.

The youngster struggled with
the slope at Canterbury, bowling
14 first-innings nn-lnfll*-. but at at
least it prepared him for the fa-
mous Lord's incline which has
disturbed the rhyvthm of many a
bowler in the past.

“You can't get too technical so
close to a Test maich, specially
with a raw kid,” said Pybus. "But
we have had a chat about the
problem and Sami was relazed.”

England  may feature a
change in the bowling line-up.
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Cralg White is still struggling with
a back injury and the management
will not make a decision on the
Yorkshire all-rounder's  litness
until Thursday morning.

His absence could see White's
county colleague Ryan Sidebot-
tom, making his England debut
and becoming the 10th son to
follow his father in being capped
by England — father Arnie played
one test against Australia in 1985,

Another newcomer to the
squad, opening bat lan Ward
could drop down to number seven
if England decide to seek extra
batting insurance against the Paki-
stani quicks.

Thorpe confirmed Tuesday
that, as widely trailed, England
captain Nasser Hussain would be
dropping down the order.

“Nasser has made the right de-
—
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NASSER HUSSAIN
cision. It was becoming obvious
that he was struggling to handle
batting at three,” he said.

“It came as no surprise when
he rang me to say he was going to
do things differently this sum-
mer.”

A return to consistent run-
scoring would be a relief to Hus-
sain but he would rather England
kept winning.

Home fans will hope for both
while Pakistan will be desperate to
restore their standing.

But bad weather, not unknown
in England at this time of year,
could ruin at least one Test in this

all-too briel encounter
TEAMS

ENGLAND (possible): Nasser
Hussain (captain), Michael Ath-
erton, Marcus Trescothick, Mi-
chael Vaughan, Graham Thorpe,
Alec Stewart, lan Ward, Dominic
Cork, Andrew Caddick, Darren
Gough, Ryan Sidebottom.

PAKISTAN (possible): Wagqar
Younis (captain), Saced Anwar,
Salim Elahi, Abdur Razzaq, In-
camamul Hag, Yousul Youhana,
Younis Khan, Rashid Latif, Wasim
Akram, Saglain Mustaq, Moham-
mad Sami.

Run, Inzy, run!’
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Inzamamul Hag is a man worthy
ol superlatives. |

He is — arguably — the world's
lop current batsman.

He is — indisputably — the
worst runner between the wickets,
perhaps even in the history of the
game.

Pakistan will hope he demon-
strates the first point at Lord's this
week, in the first Test against
I'ngland. The home team would
rather he illustrate the second.

Recent history suggests that
the 31-year-old Inzamam, possibly
the biggest, least athletic playing
the game at the very top level, will
produce another batting master-
class.

Inzamam has scored a century
in each of his last six Test series,
Pakistan managed to win just one
of those series and lose four but no
blame could be attached to the
ample cornerstone of their bat-

INZAMAMUL HAQ
all the wav to the linal.

Former Pakistan captain Imran
Khan said: "Inzamam is such a
wonderful batsman to watch but
he must be a nightmare to bat
with ... (it) looks as if he does not
know what he is doing hall the
lime,

faster than anyone., Anyway, it's
the batsmen at the non-striker's
end who make the mistakes, not
me.”

. He is, indeed, a hard man 1o
rile, although one person has
managed it.

A spectator armed with a loud-
hailer at a one-day international in
[oronto gave Inzamam the im-
mortal sobriquet of "aloo,” or
potato and so incensed the big
man that he waded into the crowd,
swinging a bat in pursuit ol his
tormentor, belore he was pulled
away.

Inzamam, who is also a line
slip fielder, has vet (o show any
torm since arriving with the squad
in England almost two weeks ago,
with 18 runs in his first visit to the
crease and 13 in the second.

But neither Pakistan nor In-
amam himselfl are breaking into a
sweal.

“I'm not new to English condi-
tions, I know I have a responsibil-
Ity as an anchor man," he says.
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Time for Test business

]

REUTERS, London

| England v Pakistan [fact-file
belore the first Test starting at
Lord's on Thursday:

Head-to-heads:

England have the upper
hand since the teams' [first
meeting in 1954 but Pakistan
have dominated recent ex-
changes.

Until losing at home (o
Nasser Hussain's team at the
end of last year, they had won
five successive series against
the English, with seven Test
wins and only one defeat dur-
ing that run. They have wdn
their last three series in Eng-
land.

Recent form:

A resurgent England team
have won their last four Test
scries, at home against Zim-
babwe (1-0) and West Indies
(3-1) and away to Pakistan (1-
0) and Sri Lanka (2-1).

Pakistan had a mediocre
2000-01, losing to England and
drawing 1-1 in New Zealand
after being robbed of their best
players though injury.

Key players:

Dominic Cork — the Derby-
shire captain and all-rounder,
refreshed after several months
off with a back injury, loves this
venue. He took seven for 43 on
his 1995 debut and last year
took four for 39 and three for
13 against Weslt Indies before
snatching victory from the jaws
of defeat with 33 not oul.

Wagar Younis — not only
will he play a vital part in the
game as an opening bowler, he
also has a key role as captain. Il
he [ails to unite his team be-
hind him, England will fancy
their chances.

Venue: Lord's — regarded
as the home of cricket, housing
the headquarters of the Inter-
national Cricket Council as
well as the England and Wales
Cricket Board. Owned by the
Marylebone  Cricket  Club,
which was established in 1747,

Injury scares
both camps

REUTERS, London

Pakistan pace bowler Mohammad
Sami i1s doubtful for the first Tesl
against England after suffering a
recurrence ol a shin injury.

Sami was expected to be se-
lected as the tourists' third pace
bowler for the Lord’'s match start-
ing on Thursday.

But captain Wagqgar Younis said
on Wednesday: "The chances are
60-40 against him playing. We will
have another look at him in the
nets today.”

Pakistan may also go into the
game without paceman Shoaib
Akhtar, who is short of match fit-
ness alter an injury break and a
bout of iliness.

Younis, meanwhile, said he
would also wait until Thursday
morning (o decide his line-up.

Meanwhile, England will wail
until the final moment on Thurs-
day before finalising their team in

the hope that all-rounder Craig

White will be declared fit.

England captain Nasser Hus-
sain said: "He's such a key man —
we're going to give him the exira
day, the extra night.”

The all-rounder, suffering from
a stifl back, has failed to train with
the squad for the past two days
and IHussain added after an indoor
net session: "Craig didn't bowl too
much today either.”

Earlier off-spinner Robert Crofl
was released, meaning the home
tcam will start with an all-seam
attack.

17 million
dollar man

India cricketers (L-R)

KY Y} Cricket

AI‘P, Bangalore

A galaxy ol legendary international
cricket stars are motivating Indian
players to clinch their first Test
series outside Asia in more than a
decade

Former Australian wicket-
keeper Rodney Marsh, Indian ofl-
spinner Erapalli Prasanna, all-
rounder Roger Binny and leg-
spinner Anil Kumble have lined up
at the Indian probables’ training
camp in the southern city of Ban-
galore,

India, led by Saurav Ganguly,
are scheduled to tour Zimbabwe
from later this month for two Test
matches and a limited-overs trian
gular also featuring the West In-
dies. 1

The Indians. who built on a
creditable home record by de-
feating one-day world champions
Australia 2-1 in March, have not
won a lest series outside this con
linent since a 2-0 win over Eng-
land in 1986

Marsh, who is a consultant 10
India’s National Cricket Academy,
had a half-an-hour chat with the

three hil‘kl'lkt't*pt‘h about the

basic drills,

“I'he first rule in wicketkeeping
is to figure out the rhyvthm and
develop conlidence,” Marsh said
"You have to take these two into
the game if you want to become a
good wicketkeeper.”

Ihe three Indian ‘keepers
Sameer Dighe, Ajay Ratra and
Deep Dasgupta were all ears as
Marsh explained and clarified
wicketkeeping skills and tech-
niques.

[he team for the 42-day tour
will be named on Thursday.
Prasanna, who was a part of

the famous spin quartet along
with Bhagwat Chandrasekhar,
Bishan Bedi and Srinivas
Venkataraghavan, gave valuable

tips to slow bowlers Sharandeep
Singh, Harbhajan Singh and Rahul
Sanghvi

‘I help them with the guide-
lines. It is basically correcting their
line and length,” said Prasanna,
whose ofl-spinners scalped 189
wickets in 49 Tests.

‘T'he camp is meant to condi-
tion their mind,” he told AFP
~These voung spinners are at the
start of their career. They will take
time to mature. It may take an-
other two to three vears and a lot
of exposure for them to be the best
In the business.’

PHOTO: AFP
Rahul Sangvi, Dinesh Mongia, Harbhajan Singh and Sunil Joshi take a break fro

) m the
rigours of training at the their conditioning camp in Bangalore yesterday.

Starry words for Indians

Prasanna saild he was moni-
toring their progress at the camp.

"They are doing exceptionally
well and it is a question of time
when we will have them in the
forefront.”

India’s injured leg-spin ace
Kumble too has chipped in with
his experience.,

"I share my expernence
with the youngsters,” said Kumble
who has claimed 276 wickets in 61
'ests. *1 tell them how I approach
the game.”

Kumble is from a
shoulder injury and is expected to
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recCovering

return (o international
during the tour ol South

C)ctober

Binny, a
World Cup winning squad in 1983,

member ol

1S another star to give a boost to
the team's preparations

i i
c00d

'he bovs are in shape
and | am here to help them gain
sald Binnv.

the current national junior coach

more self confhidence

Senior ;:-J.i'-.'rh In the team in-

cluding batting maestro Sachin
lendulkar and skipper Saura
Ganguly are also holding separate
pep talk sessions” with junior

players at the camp
Iil:’

indian team is set to leave

Zimbabwe on Mat
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cricket board s
interest in hosting
year's ICC knockout tournament,
since getting into a spat with the
country's sports  ministn
month, a senior official

Wednesdayv.

The Indian
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I'he secretary of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
said India “wasn’'t necessarily
keen” on hosting the ICC Cup
uniess the revenue-sharing for-
mula was attractive.

*We've asked the International
Cricket Council for the details on

revenue-sharing,” Jaywant  Lele
told reporters in New Delhi
“We've got no idea about the

revenue sharing terms offered to
Bangladesh and Kenya for hosting

the previous [CC Cup tourna-
ments.

‘Until we know these terms
and conditions, the BCCI isnt

necessarily keen on hosting this
tournament,” he said.

Cloud over I

concelved generate lunds
fuel the game s growl n non
test-plaving countrics

l.ele said the i1ssue ol sharing

discusscd at th

London, Britan

revenues will b
ICC meeting In
next month

The BCCI sed
ments come agamnst the backdrop
of a wailing game being played
between the Sports Ministry and
the cricket board over the 1ssue ol
lax exemptions, which is a prereq
uisite for hosting the event.

[he Indian minisn
stalled an application for tax ex-
emptions [ollowing the standoll
with the BCCI, which threatened
(o stay awav from major himited
over competitions unless the gov-
ernment clarified where it could
play and against whom

relarvs com
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|he Indian government lasi
month banned the cricket t
irom plaving in three venues -
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates,

Singapore and Toronto, Canada -

JdIM

and called them “non-regular”
venues

Government clearance is man-
datory in India lor any interna-

tional sports event at home or

CC Knockout

12 KIp major
| , | L1 I.II"I'n- | ]
| [ i 1M l \ ( I
r |}
ne g nmeni 1 1 T |
.'p f Sy - 5
! -L\‘_ i | | ! fl’ 1

{ f‘-".-. { I 110
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the tenterhooks by this battle of

attrnuon between the covernment
ind the BCCI

lhe ICCs deadhine for India
confirming to host the tourna
ment lapsed on Apnl 30

[ 'hie Intermmational Cricket

Council has told us 11t was willine

10O walt for a while as we trv to gel
the nod from the government” a
board ollicial told The Associated
Press

“The ICC surely has some con-

Lingency plans il India cannot hosl
the tourmnament other
countries the

I'here ari
'."lill..:'T a
official said

l.ele said India as a venue will
also have problems with the dates
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I'he 1CC Cup is scheduled for
September but it rains all over
India at that time,” Lele said.

Madras and Bangalore are

perhaps the only cities which are

India’'s
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