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Brazil no longer
FIFA’s best

AFP, paris

World and European champions
France have dethroned Brazil atop
the FIFA world ranking, a position
held by the South Americans since
the 1994 World Cup finals.

The French are only the tourth
side to top the world ranking since
its inception in 1993 following
Germany, ltaly and Brazil. Roger
Lemerre's side have a narrow (wo
point lead, 796-794 over Brazil
with Argentina third on 763.

Inspired by midfield maestro
Zinedine Zidane, the French have |
been slowly closing the gap on
Brazil, starting with their 3-0 win
over them in the final of the 1998
World Cup in Paris.

| Premiership

Gunners confirm second place

m Football

AFEP, London

Beaten Cup-finalists Arsenal drew
0-0 at Newcastle on Tuesday
gaining the point they needed to
assure second spot in the Premier-
ship - for the third year running -
and automatic entry into the first
round proper of the Champions
l.eague.

The third spot - which obliges
that team to play in the qualifying
round - will be fought out between
Arsenal’s FA Cup conquerors Liv-
erpool, Champions League semi-
finalists Leeds United and new-

French pair Robert Pires and
Henry in particular was causing
the home side all kinds of prob-
lems, but some last-ditch defend-
ing by Nikos Dabizas and Aaron
Hughes kept them in the game as
Arsenal increased the tempo.

Newcastle almost went in [ront
on 24 minutes after Stephen Glass
laid off Welsh international Gary
Speed's pass to Stephen Hughes,
and his inviting cross allowed Carl
Cort to send a diving header just
wide with David Seaman scram-
bling across his goal.

The home side went close
again two minuts later when Nol-
berto Solano, called up to the Peru

SPORT

clear by Lee Dixon.

The Gunners imposed them-
selves once again as the half drew
10 a close, and Warren Barton got
In an invaluable block five min-
utes from the break alter Tony
Adams span on Patrick Vieira's
knockdown from a Pires corner.

Newcastle almost took the lead
within seconds of the restar
when, with Ashley Cole lying in-
jured close to halfway, Solano
sped down the right 1o supply
Speed, who volleyed over.

Ray Parlour went closest for
the visitors 11 minutes from (ime
to produce a fine save from Shay
Given, but Newcastle, who also

Romario out of
Libertadores tie

AFEP, Rio De Janeiro

Brazil striker Romario will miss
Vasco da Gama's second-leg Copa
Libertadores tie against Chilcan-
outlit  Concepcion  Wednesday
because of a thigh strain, it was
reported here Tuesday.

Vasco pushing to regain the -
tle thay last won in 1998 lead 3-1
from the first leg of their South
American  club  championship
match and should progress to the
quarter-linals following Wednoes-
day's tie.

Coach Joel Santana is expected
to ficld Viola in place of the vet-
cran Romarno who captained Bra-
zil to the 1994 World Cup win.

Brazil's Cruzeiro beat Ecua-

ﬂg Football

AFP, Glasgow

Scoutish  champions Celtic had
probably the worst day of a superh

i

scason Tuesday with the death of
legend Bobby Murdoch followed
by a 2-0 defeat at the hands of
English titleholders Manchester
United in a testimonial for their
defender Tom Boyd.
- —

@he Baily Star

The partypoopers grabbed the
win thourgh goals from French
international  delender  Mikael
Silvestre and winger Bojan Djord-
jic.

Murdoch, one of the Lisbon 1.
ons who won the European Cup in
1967, died after suffering a stroke
was honoured with @ minute's
silence by the capacily 57,268
crowd.

For 35-year-old Boyd, who
joined [rom Chelsea 10 years ago
and has won over 50 caps for
Scotland, the huge turnout was
just reward for his loyalty which
has seen plenty of lows along the
way but has climaxed with a

Celtic lose game, Murdoch |
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Ronaldinho close

to PSG transfer
AFP, paris

Brazilian striker Ronaldinho could
finally complete his transfer to
Paris St Germain if a compensa-
tion scttlement with his former
club is reached on Friday

Ronaldinho, 21. who did some
training with PSG ldast week i1s on a
hive-vear deal. But the move can-

not be completed until a Brazilian

court rules on the amount ol
compensation PSG have to
payv his old club Gremio of

Porto Alegre.

“I'll know much more on May
18 when the court issues its rul-
ing”, Ronaldinho said at the PSG
training camp. "But my mind has
been made up for a long time. J
want to play with Paris next sea-
son.”

The Brazilian club origninally
asked for compensation of 280

million French Francs ( dollars
38.4
million) and brushed aside

PSG's offer of 15 million French
francs ( dollars 2.0 million), based
on FIFA crniteria.

Ronaldinho, who is returning
to Brazil for a month, said: "I am
looking for a house 10 rent around
here. | feel comfortable with my
team mates and I'm keen to re-
sume playing and score goals.

"I hope I will be allowed to play
when | come back in June®, he
added. "This is where I want to
be."”

Morientes

surgery
successful
REL”LRS. Madrid

Real Madrid striker Fernando
Morientes has undergone a suc-
cessful operation on a persistent
groin injury,” the club said on
Tuesday.

Club doctors described Mon-
day's operation as "a complete
success”.

Morientes is expected to be out
of action for between two and
three months, wich means he will
miss the world club championship
at the end of July,

‘Our aim is making sure that
he is ready to take part in pre-
season training alongside the rest
of his team mates,” said Alfonso
del Corral, chief of the club's
medical staff,

Morientes had decided wo
weeks ago against an operation in
a bid to help his team's run-in to
the end of the season but broke
down alter just 29 minutes of
sunday's 2-2 draw  againsi
Espanyol.

With Real out of the Champi-
ons League and enjoying a six-
point lead in the Spanish Liga with
four matches to play, Morientes's
presence in the team was no
longer thought to be vital.

“Perhaps we should have oper-
ated a linle earlier but given the
demands of the competition we
tried 1o avoid i1,” Del Corral.

“We used up all the options
available (o us and the only course
open to us was surgery.”

that will have a big bearing on who
will linish fourth in the ltalian First
Division this year and win a ticket
o the Champions League.

And on the same night Fioren-
tina travel to the San Siro to tackle
a buoyant AC Milan side*who are
also well in contention for a pass-
port to re-enter the competition
they have won five times, second
only to Spain's eight-time winners
Real Madrid.

[hese two fixtures have been
brought forward because of the
[talian Cup Final between Parma
and Fiorentina - the first leg is
played next Thursday (May 24).
And for once the three-way Li-
tle fight between AS Roma, Lazio
and Juventus is overshadowed as
the two Milan giants look to over-
haul Parma, currently in posses-
sion of the fourth place that guar-
antees a place in the preliminary
round of Europe's premier c¢lub
competition next year,

ceeded Arrigo Sacchi who had quit
because of stress after 22 days
since succeeding the sacked Al-
berto Malesani things looked
bleak for Parma.

But he has led them to within
sight of a Champions League spot.

However, last week's shock 2-0
defeat at Reggina combined with
AC's historic 6-0 thrashing of Inter
at the San Siro in the Milan derby
has seen AC close to within three
points of Parma. '

Inter's entire squad went to the
Milan flat of club president Mas-
stmo Moratti on  Tuesday 10
apologise for that abject perform-
ance which has raised renewed
questions as to whether Marco
Tardelli will survive as coach until
next season.

Il Inter's wounded pride does
stimulate them into winning at
Parma it will them move
within three points of them.

]

in Florence earlier this season.
And on Tuesday club vice-
president Adriano Galliani con-
firmed that Fiorentina's coach on
that night Fatih Terim, who has
since quit and returned to Turkey,
remained their target as coach for
next season should they decide

not to conhirm interim bosses
Cesare Maldini and Mauro Tas-
SOLLL.

With  four games remaining

Parma lead Hitdh-placed Mikan by
three points and sixth-placed Inies
by six.

FIXTURES

lhursday: Parma v Inter Milan,
AC Milan v Fiorentina (both 18:30
GMT)

Sunday: Atalanta v Reggina,
Bari v AS Roma, Bologna v Juven-
tus. Lazio v Udinese (played at
Florence), Napoli v Verona, Peru
gia v Brescia, Vicenza v Lecce

n g’ Football

REU]ER%. Milan

Former Germany captain Lothar
Maithaeus says Inter Milan "lack a
leader” and has offered to help his
old club after their 6-0 defeat by
AC Milan.

Matthaeus, a key member of
the last Inter team to win the Serie
A title in 1989, is perplexed by
Inter’s poor showing this season

"Il | look at the names on those

shirts | cannot understand how
Inter have ended up so bad. There

Matthaeus wants to

are so many champions, maybe
what is missing is the team ele-
ment,” Matthaeus told Gazzetta
dello Sport on Tuesday.

“This team lacks a leader, a
player who can act as the coach on
the field - an inspiring individual
who can unify the team.

"The great names are there bul
that is not enough. Even mysell
and Maradona couldn't win on
Our own - in our time we needed 4
strong group behind us,” said
Matthaeus who retired this season
after a brief spell in the United
Stales.

elp Inter

“I'am really sorry for this situa-
ton and my heart still beats for
Inter - [ am ready to help in any
way, said the lormer libero
Gazzetla saild Matthaeus is cur
rently  studying to become a
coach.»

Inter's derby humiliation on
Friday was the latest blow in a
deeply disappointing season wich
saw them eliminated from the
Champions League at the quali-
fving stage and then struggle in
the UEFA Cup before losing to
eventual finalists Alaves.

ﬂgi Football

AI‘P. Rome

Juventus and Holland midliclder
Edgar Davids has returned an-
other positive finding Wednesday
alter his second urine sample was
analysed, the Italian Olympic
Committee (CONI) confirmed.

The result, confirming the
finding of the first test which re-
vealed traces of banned steroid
nandrolone in the midfielder's
sample, means that the player has
a case to answer and that now the
matter will be subject to discipli-
nary procedure,

In previous cases of this nature
a player has been suspended
pending resolution of the matter.

Davids, who has denied taking
any banned substance, tested
positive after the match with Udi-
nese in the lalian First Division on
March 4.

The second sample was origi-
nally set to be rested last Tuesday
but was postponed when the
player won a court ruling in Rome.

However, CONI successfully
appealed and the test was re-
scheduled for Sunday only to be
again shelved because of the ltal-
lan general election taking place
that day. But finally the test went

ahead Monday and the result was

announced Wednesday.
Davids is the biggest name so
far implicated by the new anti-

doping offensive by CONI.

Earlier this week football in
vestigators demanded a 16-month
ban on Lazio's Portuguesc de-

Edgar fails second sample

fender Fermando Couto for an

alleged similar offence.
Couto too denies the charges.

ey

EDGAR DAVIDS

e PRI e il

potential,”

Serginho has been in stunning
lorm for Milan recently and was
outstanding in Friday's 6-0 derby
win over Inter Milan in which he
set up three goals and scored one.

Leonardo added: "This vear,
Serginho is showing everybody his
technical worth, which, together
with his physical power, makes
him the great player he has shown
himself to be. |

“Serginho could fit very well
into our national team, even il
Roberto Carlos plays on the left
and is rightly untouchable.

It's impossible for a player like
Sergio not to be in the squad”.

Serginho has been a revelation
since Milan switched to a flat back
lour and gave him an orthodox lelt
wing role.

I'he Brazilian is in his second
season at the Italian club and was
praised by assistant coach Mauro
| assott for his form.

Serginho “Now [ can
move hreely i the arca ol the held
[ prefer. Tassott has been giving
me tips on how o move in an
offensive stage ol play and this has
also helped a lot.

“I don’t want to talk about the
past because now [ feel important
and this is what counts”,

Filth-placed Milan face mid-
table Fiorentina in Serie A on
I'hursday.

Hussain to
bat later

REUTERS, London

‘\,lili

England captain Nasser Hussain
has bowed to the pressure and
dropped himself down the batting
order for the first Test againsi
Pakistan.

England teammate Graham
Thorpe said that Hussain had
decided to move from number
three to four because he was
struggling to cope with the com-
bined demands of captaincy and
his batting.

Thorpe, in his exclusive col-
umn on the Channel Four crickel
website cricket4.com, welcomed
the decision.

“Nasser Hussain has made the
right decision to drop down the
England order because it was be-
coming obvious to those close 10
him that he was struggling to han-
dle the burden of batting at threc
and captaining the side,” he wrote.

"Nasser needs to give himsell a
break from the incessant pressure
that has been building up over the
past 12 months."

Thorpe said Michael Vaughan
would move up to number three
tor the first Test at Lord's starting
on Thursday while he would move
[rom lour to hive,

Speculation  over  Hussain's
batting came to a head during the
tours ol Pakistan and Sri Lanka al
the turn of the year following a
long run of lailures.

He seemed to have turned the
corner with a century in the sce-
ond Test against Sri Lanka in
March but Thorpe said: "Up until
that point he had been saying it
was a sign ol weakness to drop
down the order, but it's as if with
that century ke had proved to
cvervone, and himself that he was
stll capable of scoring runs.

e asked me if | was willing to
bat at live so he could go in at four

and I've no problem with that at
all"

passed a medical, Rangers admit-
ted in a statement there were "still
one or two loose ends to be tied
up".
Caniggia has left Scotland o go
on holiday and his registration
with Rangers will not be com-
pleted until pre-season training
begins at the end of June.

"I am gratelul to Dundee for
giving me the chance to re-
establish myself and I enjoved my

CLAUDIO CANIGGIA

SOn.

The Argentine also believes
that playing for such a high-profile
club can help his bid to get back
into his national team before nexi
year's World Cup finals.

Advocaat said: "Claudio has
tremendous experience at
highest level and has shown, both
against Rangers and other clubs
this season, that he is still very
sharp.”

Football

HEUTI I{S, Tokwn

Braziliun  World Cup winner
Dunga believes France are in pole
position to retain the trophy in
Just over a year's time when the
tournament comes to Japan and
South Korea.,

Dunga, Brazil's captain when
they beat ltaly on penalties in the
1994 fhinal, lecels the Waorld Cup
holders” team level of play and
understanding gives them the
advantage.

“It's very dilflicult to say who
the favourites are, but at this mo-
menlt FFrance are very strong,” said
the retired midhelder, who is in
Japan helping his former club
Jubilo Iwata prepare [or the Asian
Club Championships.

"Not only do France have good

a greal team, whereas the likes ol
Spain. ltaly and Brazil have good
imdividuals but lack the team-
wark,

DUNGA

Dunga fancies France

individual players, they also have ,

Dunga, who made 99 lcague
appearances for Jubilo between
1995 and 1998, said Brazil's big-
gest problem was that their man-
ager Emerson Leao changed the
team too much.

"l don't think they have the
hase for a team anymore, it seems
like 11 different plavers are used in
each game the play,” he added.

"The coach is also slow to take
advantage of the experienced
players such as Roberto Carlos,
Rivaldo, Calu and Emerson.

"Brazil have many good play-
ers, but the coach must find the
best team and keep these players
together.”

Dunga wall travel with Jubilo to
South Korea next week for the
final stages of the Asian club
championship.

HHe divides his uime between .

working as a consultant for Jubilo
and as a football analyst for a TV
station in southern Brazil.

Football

AFEP, Tokyo

Tickets for the quarter-final match
in Osaka ol the 2002 World Cup
finals to be co-hosted by Japan
and South Korea appeared to be
the most in demand with the

Japanese public. organizers said
Wednesday.

There had been 291 Japanese
applications per available ticket
for the quarter-final match al
Osaka's Nagai Stadium on June 22,
the Japan World Cup Organizing
Commitiee (JAWOC) said.

A total of 15,459,705 applica-

I:: 4 Football

AI:I]' l’lll‘il'f

Lurkish coach Fatih Terim is the
only man AC Milan would con-
sider as a replacement for stand-in
coaching team Cesare Maldini and
Mauro Tassotti at the end of the
season, the club’s vice-president
Adriano Galliani said Tuesday.

Galliani, speaking as newspa-
per reports in Turkey said that
Terim may return 1o his former
club Galatasaray ol Istanbul as
dircctor of football, - made his
claim to journalists at the San Siro
stadium,

I repeat for the umpteenth
time that Terim is the only alter-
native to Cesare Maldini,” said
Galliani. "We will see at the end of
the season, as for Terim going to
Galatasaray, we will see, we will
SOe:

Ferim made a big impression
at Horentina this season - his first
N laly - before quitting after
boardroom politics made his po-

sition untenable and Milan have

Galliani for Terim

not hidden their interest in the
man who led Galatasaray to last
vears UEFA Cup, the [irst ever
triumph in European competition
for a Turkish club.

But Milan's 6-0 spanking of
Inter Milan in the derby last Friday
has lifted confidence in Maldini
and should the 'Rossoneri' (red
and blacks) manage to beat Parma
to lourth place they would qualify
lor next season’s Champions
League.

Galliani also said he would ac-
cept the club presidency if offered
it by current incumbent Silvio
Berlusconi who will shortly be
confirmed as ltaly's new prime
minister following his victory in
Sunday's national election,

"I hope he stays and that no-
one considers Milan a conflict of
interest,” said Galliani. "But if he
offers me the presidency what
could I say?"

Berlusconi has in recent years
given Galliani a free rein as he

“concentrates on his political am-

bitions but briefly returned as a
hands-on president ecarlier this
vear to sack Alberto Zaccheroni

Osaka qgtr. ticket in demand

tions were received in the first
ticket sales for some 220,000 sealts
lor 32 games to be held in Japan,
with an average bid-to-tickel ratio
ol 73-10-1,

The second-highest ratio was
271 applications per ucket for
Japan's match in Osaka on June
11, lollowed by the final to be held
at the Yokohama Stadium near
l'okyo on June 30, which reached
247 applications per ticket,

Eight of the 32 games received
more than 100 applications per
ticket, includig Japan's three pre-
liminary matches.

The lowest ratios were two
preliminary round matches to be
held in Mivagi, about 350 kilome-
tres (225 miles) northeast of To-
kyo, which only attracted 15 ap-
plications per ticket. .

The successful ticket appli-
cants will be decided by mid-June,
JAWOC said.

From a total of around
1,350,000 seats in Japan for the
entire tournament, 157,000 have
been earmarked for regular Japa-
nese football fans, 126,000 for
people living near the match sta
diums and 45,000 for sponsors.

Around 63,500 tickets each will
be available in the second round
of sales for the general public and
as  “prestige tickets,” leaving
675,000 to be sold to non-
Japanese residents by FIFA.

The prganizers did not reveal
the exact number of tickets avail-

able to the public when the sec:
ond round of ticker sales starts
lanuary next year after the draw

lor the opening games, to be hdﬁ-f |

P~

in South Korea in December.
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