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The history of Radiey College tells of WEW
Collins that he has dismissed three men
with one delivery. ' The first victim was hit
on the thumb and was led out bleeding
profusely, his colleague fainted and the
next man in decxded not to bat '

——

ESPN
Sene A highlights
4:00 pm
Sportscenter
Live at 8:30 pm ,
Cnicket Magazine
The Cncket Archive-1905-60
12.00 am (Thursday)
Alaves vs Liverpool
UEFA Cup Final
Live at 12:30 am (Thursday)

Star Sports
Real Sociedad vs Villareal
Primera Liga
Repeat at 830 am
Sportsline Tonight
Live at 8:00 pm
South Africa vs West Indies
Fifth one-day international
Highfights at 1100 pm

Saurav Ganguly

(Indian cricket caplain)
My aim will be to win a series
abroad... We have the side. But
having a side is nor enough... We
have to be competitive, like the
way we played against Australia.”
On their forthcoming tour of
Zimbabwe.
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Competition 149

v Tick the Correct Answers
Post to The Daily Star
Win attractive prizes
Competition closes at 8 pm
May 18, 2001 and draw
shortly afterwards

1.1 Who clinched the Monte Carlo
Tennis Masters Seriestitle?
Agassi Arazi Kuerten
Who lifted the Ary Gold Cup
Sharjah tri-series cricket
trophy?

New ?za!am] Pakistan {Sri Lanka
3.1 What was the resultof the South
Africa and West Indies Test
SEnes

-1 | -

4 | Whowastheman-of-the-match
in the Bangladesh and
Zimbabwe first Test?

K Masond 1 Javed Omar

Heath Sureak

5.| How many Test wickets did
Courtney Walsh capture when
heretired?

536 520 519
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Kenya tri-series

cancelled
UN B, vhaka

The proposed tri-nation scries
comprising Bangladesh, Kenya
and the West Indics In Nairobi has
been cancelled as the Caribbean
team is not interested Lo play.
Bangladesh Cricket Board di-
rector-elect Syed Ashralul 1lag
SEE PAGE 15
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Re-investigation for what?

Iﬁ?lerIcket L.

RABEED IMAM ANDSYED
AsuraQur Hawue

.

The inquiry committee is repeat-
ing the same method for its re-
ivestigation into the alleged ma-
nipulation in the February 25
election of the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB).

After being snubbed by State
Minister for Sports  Obaidul
Quader, the head of the three-
member prohe committee Brig.
Gen. Ahsan Habib, who is also the
Director General of Bangladesh
Krira Shikkha Protisthan (BKSP),
on Monday delivered a copy of the
letter he had earlier sent on April
15, seeking help from the media.

The letter, undersigned by Brig.
Gen. Habib have asked the Sports
Editors of reputed dailies of the
country including the Daily Star to
provide evidence (like photos,
documents, video or audio tape)
so that the committee can have
more prool in the allegation of
election manoeuvring by a few
districts forum leaders.

Sports  Minister  Obaidul
Quader sent back the previous
inquiry report Sunday, terming it
incomplete and inconclusive. He
was particularly unimpressed with
the way the committee tried to

information from

-garner press
people.

However, the way the probe
body is conducting itsell has given
rise to suspicions and questions.

Alter delaying the submission
of their findings over and over
again, the report that finally came
out was apparently a big zero in
terms of substance,

It failed to unearth any wrong-
doing on part of the main players
in the scandal -- Bangladesh
Olympic Association (BOA) secre-
tary general Jafar Imam and his

ally, BCB director-elect and sec-

retary of the infamous district
organisers’ forum Sheikh Niza-
muddin.

Now as Brig. Gen. Habib and
his men tries to [ollow the same
route in search of some concrete
evidence, the question is bound to
arise does the committee have any
credibility left?

What chances are there that
they will discover something sen-
sational within May 20 (the dead-
line for submission of the report of
re-probe) that they couldn't find
after nearly three months of pain-
staking investigation?

Further more, the childish plea
towards the media to provide
flimsy evidence like video/audio
cassettes etc. goes to show how
shallow the committee’'s line of
thinking is.

They make the election seem
like a pre-arranged game where
reporters went prepared  with
video cameras and recording de-
vices!

T'he sincerity of the probe-body
members is also questionable.

If they were really serious
about evidence, they only needed
to go through the reports of credi-
ble Bengali and English dailies
regarding the election and decide
for themselves who to ask. Alter
all, it was the media outburst that
prompted the Sports Minister to
order a thorough investigation in
the flirst place,

Brig. Gen. Habib too is not free
from adverse influence.

A former Director General of
the BKSP pointed out that the
main problem lay with the selec-
tion of the head of the probe
committee.

"It is practically impossible for
Brig. Gen. Habib to work with
freedom as he is only a govern-
ment servant. Therefore, chances
are that the report is going to be
just another eye-wash.

"People like Jafar Imam have
thrived under the rule of every
government. Unless you have
solid backing of the highest
authority, you can not go on with
such corruption year after vear’,
said the person on condition ol
anonymity.

SPORTS REPORTER

I'he first round of the Federation
Cup football tourmament, the
traditional curtain-raiser ol the
domestic football season, begins
in the capital from May 20.
According to the fixture list re-
leased by the Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) on Sunday, six-
teen teams including Bangladesh

Army and Navy, will be split into

four groups in knockout format
round which i1s expected to con-
clude on May 25.

Later, the four group winners
will join last vear's semiflinalists
Abahani, Mohammedan Sporting
Club, Muktijoddha Sangsad and
Arambagh Krira Sangha in the
second round which will be held
on round robin league basis in two
groups.

Ihe second phase is likely to
start from May 27 while the final of
the tournament is expected to be
held on June 6.

fixtures released

On the inaugural day, Rahmat-
gan] Muslim Friends Society will
take on Navy at 4:30 pm in the [irst
maltch while Sadharan Bima meet
BRIC at 6:30 pm.

The following 16 teams will

take part in the knockout first
round:
Group A: Rahmatgan; MIS,

Bangladesh Navy, Sadharan Bima
and BRTC.

Group B: Dhanmondi Club,
\grani Bank, Badda Jagarani Sang-
sad and Youngmens Club Fakirer-
pool.

Group C: Farashgany SC, Mir-

pur Chalantika, Wari Club and
Victoria SC.
Group B: Brothers Union,

Bangladesh Army, Muslim Insti-
tute and Prantik KC,

FIRST ROUND FIXTURES

Date Match Kick off time
May20: (1) Rahmatganj MI'S v Bangladesh Nawvy 4:30 pm
(2) Sadharan Bima v BRTC 6:30 pin
May2l: (3) Dhanmondi Club v Agrani Bank 4 pm
(4) Badda Jagarani v YMC Fakirerpool 6 pm
May22: (5) Farashganj SC v Mirpur Chalantika 4 pm
(6) Wari Club v Victoria SC G pm
May23: (7) Brothers Union v Bangladesh Army 4 pm
(8) Muslim Institute v Prantik KC 6 pm
May24: GroupAfinal(W1vW2) i pm
Group B final (W3 vW4) 6 pm
May25: Group Clinal (W5vW6) 4 pm
Group D final (W7 vW8) b pm

'BKSP-M’ganj

finale today_

Srorts REPORTER

Hot favourites Bangladesh Krira
Shikkha Protisthan (BKSP) take on
Manikgan] Government High
School in the final of the Standard
Chartered 19th National School
Cricket Championship at the Syl-
het Stadium this morning.

BKSP reached the final deleat-
ing Blue Bird School of Sylhet by
81 runs in the first semifinal while
Manikganj booked their place
against New Model High School ol
Dhaka by cight wickets,

Bangladesh  Cricket  Board
(BCB) president and Deputy Min-
ister for LGRD Saber llossain
Chowdhury is expected to witness
the final as chief guest and also
give away prizes.

SAFF tourney
from Jan 26

SrorTS REPORTER

PHOTO; INTERNET

Pakistan star Wasim Akram (L) talks to England fast bowler Darren Gough during their respective practice

sessions at Lord’s on Tuesday.

Pybus warns hosts

EYY Cricket

AGENCIES, London

Pakistan coach Richard Pybus has
told England not to rely on home
advantage in their Test serics.
arguing many of his players feel
perlectly comfortable on ‘enemy
territory’, :
Pybus, with his squad at Lord's
before the start of the first Test on
Thursday, said on Tuesday: “All
our main bowlers have experience
of playing in England so the con-
ditions should not be a problem.”
Skipper Waqgar Younis (Surrey
and Glamorgan) and fellow strike
bowler Wasim Akram (Lancashire)
have had long and successful as-

sociations with county sides in
England, he said.

Spinners  Saglain . Mushiag
(Surrey) Ahmed

and  Mushrac
(Somerset) have also [],.I\l'tl SOy
eral seasons in the English Caunty
Championship,

The 24-year-old SElain was
named one of Wisden s five crick-

eters of the year in 2000 alter tak-
ing 66 wickets for Surrey at 15,39
apiece,

Pakistan's batsmen, however,
are less well versed in the local
conditions, with damp pitches and
cloudy skies favouring seam and
swing bowling at the start of
SUImInNer.

Inzamamul Haq, in fine form
for the past two years, has scored
31 in two innings while Yousul
Youhana, the team's most classi-
cal batsman, has made scores ol
five and four to follow a golden
duck in his first visit to the crease,

But Pybus was not concerned,
arguing that his players would
perform when it mattered and
highlighting Saced Anwar's rapid
acclimatisation since the start of
the tour two weeks ago.

The left-handed opener, a vet-
eran of 52 Tests and 223 one-
dayers, has had two innings to
date, scoring H9 against British
Universities and 201 against Kent.

Pybus said: “"There are not
many players in the world as good

as Saced Anwai
lorm,

“His record against the better
sides shows what a top performer
he is. I'm sure he'll have a good
series.”

Pakistan are due to take part in
a one-day triangular series event
also involving Australia after the
Iwo-1est series,

Pybus claimed Monday his side
was in great shape going into the
first Test despite seeing their final
day’'s play with Kent fall victim to
that most English of reasons —
rain.

Pybus even had encouraging
words o say  about paceman
Shoaib Akhtar, who has been laid
low by allegations over his bowl-
ing action and a bout of gastro-
entents which delayed his arrival
till last week.

The "Rawalpindi Express” also
looked overweight for his tour
debut  against  Derbyshire  and
faces a battle to win the nod ahead
of the less experienced Moham-
med Sami as Pakistan bid 10
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when he is on

'he Third South Asian Football
I'ederation (SAFF) Championship,
which was scheduled to be held in
Dhaka from October 31 to No-
vember 15 under the auspices ol
Bangladesh Football Federation
(BEI), has been deferred by two
and a half months because of the
inaugural Alro-Asian Games in
New Delhi from November 310 11,

The tournament will now be
staged here from Januarv 26 (o
IFebruary 6.

I'he decision was taken in an
emergency meeting of the SAFF
executive committee in Colombo
on May 14,

Representatives of six countries
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan,
Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Nepal
were present in the meeting. Al-
though Maldives did not have any
representative in the meeting.

According to a fax received
here on Tuesday, BEF assistant
general secretary and SAFIF secre-
tary Sirajul Islam Bachchu said
that the meeting initially thought
ol holding the tournament in De-
cember.

But after considering the
month coincided with holy
Ramadan, it was finally decided to
have the seven-nation competi-
tion from January 26 to February
b.

= -

The first SAFF Championship
was held in Nepal in 1997 while
the second edition was staged in
Goa, India, in 1999. On both occa-
sions India won the [inal against
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh respec-
tivelv.

FIFA to ensure
stadia tragedies

don’t occur
AFP, Colomin

FIFA are set (0 hammer out a
comprehensive set ol measures (o
prevent a repeat ol the recent
lootball stadia tragedies. the
president of the sport's world
governing body said Tuesday.

"Every stadium must have a
rescuc plan anticipating all possi-
bilities to ensure salety and secu-
nty ol all,” Sepp Blatter said as he
opened a football centre in the Sri
Lankan capital Colombo.

He was speaking in the light ol
the deaths ol 126 supporters at a
match in Ghana last Wednesday.
I'he tragedy followed fatal inci-
dents at stadia in South Africa, the
Democratic Republic
and the Ivory Coast earlier this
Vel

Blatter said the security council
ol FIFA will hold an extraordinary
meeting in Buenos Aires to decide
on the measures.

With it starts
Test C'ship

REUTERS, London

'he hirst Test between England
and Pakistan starting on Thursday
will launch a new cricketing era as
the first match of the new World
Lest Championship.

The Championship was intro-
duced this month to impose a
clear league tabil ther sport al
Lhe Lop level

Ihe  International  Cricket
Council (1CC) sad in a statement
on luesday that the idea was "to
add interest, context and excile-
ment (o the game at the nghest
level,

“Itowill yun on a rolling leagoe
hasis, with the system used lor
caleulating positions based on the
results of the most recent series (o
minimum of two Test series ap-
plies), home and away, between
cach of the teams,”

Ihe  Championship,  which
follows a format ploncered by

of Congo .
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PHOTO. AFP

FIFA prgsldent Joseph Blatter (L) presents a souvenir to Bodhi Liyananage, president of the Sri Lankan Football
Federation in Colombo yesterday. Blatter attended the opening ceremony oi the newly constructed football

headquarters there.

I 4 Football

LENIN GANI

Cheating never pays. Obviously
Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) doesn’t seem to agree

In an effort to curb fielding ol
over-aged players in age-group
tournaments, the executive com-
mittee of the Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) took major deci-
sion on Thursday, to hand down
suspensions and fines on five of-
fenging nations.

The countries -Bangladesh,
Oman, Thailand and Iran - were
found guilty of using over-aged
players in [ast September’s Asian
Youth Under-16 Championship in
Danang, Vietnam.

Medical tests revealed thar 16
footballers’ bone age did not
match the age mentioned in their
passports. In most cases they were
either 19 or 20 vears old.

Consequently, the AFC banned
them tromy intermational loothall
for two vears and slapped a

10,000-dollar fine on their respec
tive federations.

I'he regional body based in
Kuala Lumpur has been waging a
| 5-yvear campaign to prevent such
deceptions from occurring. Un-
fortunately, the national federa-
tions sought to continue ‘cheating
the system.

"For 15 have
asking national associations not to
cheat, to teach the players to be
honest but unfortunately this ad-
vice was ignored,” said AFC gen-
eral secretary Dato’ Peter Velap-
pan.

Vears we I'”.’t‘“

"We undertook X-ray 10
years ago to determine a plaver s
age but scrapped that and decided
that honesty better than X
rays.

"However, last vear we brought
back X-rav testing at the Asian
Youth Under 16 Championships in
Danang in Vietnam and we ap
pointed a committee to check the
players.”

'he five offending
have been suspended Ifrom par-
ticipating in the 2002 edition that

less

wads

countries

will be renamed the AFC Youth
Under-17 Championship
Velappan said the punish

ments served as a last warning to
Asian natioas-whe had-flouted 1the
rules in the past and that, in the
future, the sentences could be
Imore severe
If there is a repeat there could

be a total suspension for the na
tional association for a period ol
time as FIFA did with Iraq, Mexico
and Nigernia, which total
suspension for cheating

Ildt] were banned for two vears
from all football activities in the
earlv Nineties for lielding overage
players while Mexico were Kicked
out of the 1990 World Cup in ltalh
after fielding four overage players
at the 1988 World Youth Champi
onships

Rather than feeling ashamed ol
having three over-aged plavers
the BFF seems to be satistied with
the verdict
even plans to lodge an appeal!

While this is not first nime it has
committed such a wrong. Spare a
thought for those three plavers
Mohammad Mahbub Alam, Mo-
hammed Tutul and Mohammed

wds d

and punishment. [t

Don’t ‘cheat the system’

Raqibul Islam. Each aspired to
play for the top three (Muktijod
dha, Mohammedan Sporting Club

and Abahani} and represent
Bangladesh at full international
level.

Now that has all but disap-

peared because of persons such as

team manager Ghulam Sarwar
who lailed to perform their moral
truth

obligahon to
Incidenta
hive teamn manag ninshed |
the AFC. commiattes

[}11' HEl

the iu;;ﬁ_ Ire d to select the jﬂ.:‘w*.’x

dsSOi | ] e

el M\

ol Lhg K

Il seems, just like in

with help ol educational docu-

ments (Secondary School Certifi-

cares pd »SPOTLS and lasty facial
dppedrdnces

['his is absolutely unaccept-
able. As evervone knows in Bang
ladesh that determining age is ven
tricky. Because not until verv re-
cently official birth registration
h '~.|H1Tr|' T'r'l.{.‘l't'.i

1S e responsibility ol the

Hicials rking at the BFF ofhice

rake re of such vital matters
HAMpily staung that they will be
vigilant in future is not the solu
tion. They have to emplov more
scientil \pproach for esumating
! |ld a plaver reallv 1s

o avoid further embarrass-
M he BFF should conduct
proper medical examinations
such as bone scans, X S belore
sending teams 1 iny age-group
tournaments

I'his is definitely a wake-up call

tor our local football administra
tors. It they wish to remain 1gno
rant or "'-..'TT! remt 'i_]t"-L 4 1 q,_iu‘l S
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Time is Wright

EYYMCricket

AFP, Hrfr.fll;ufrrh'

India’s cricket coach John Wright
sitid on Tuesday the time was right
India 1o end a 15-vear
series drought outside s

T | sl

“The ume is right to strike,
Wright told this news agency af
the Indian probables  trainin
camp in the southem city of Ban
;,j.l|-ll|'

We have proven to ourselves
and the Indian public we pla
;:ruul U] Lol 1 Han } !

PHOTO: AFP

Indlan cricket coach John Wright watches over his charges at the camp
SPE PAGE 15 ! In Banaalore yesterday.
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tal,” Wnght said, relerrning 10 In-
din’'s recent home win against
\ustralia

I'he 26 Indian probables for the
upcoming tour ol Zimbabwe are

undi POINE rNgorous [;.“]-1'[[-.3‘- SOS
here which include
ithing techniques, meditation

SIONS VOgaA.
D)
and physical exercises

| hi 12-dav tour,
comprising two Tests and a im
ited-overs tri-series also leaturing
the West Indies, will be named on

| hursda

tecam [or the

Despite an enviable home rec-
ord, India last won a Tesl
outside Asia in 1986 when they
defeated England 2-0

“The whole camp is aimed at
improving sound cricketing skilis,
It is fun but at the same ume
physically demanding,” Wright, a
[ormer New Zealand Test apener,
sand

He said the Indian team had to
build on the success against Aus-
tralia

Results  anvwhere  depend
completely on the guality of play.
We have to play good cricket,” said
the 47-vear-old Wright, who was
appointed Indian coach last year.

He said India may go in ol
three spinners and four seamers in
the 15-man squad.

“"The final balance will have (o
be discussed (wath the selectors),”
Wright said,

Rodney Marsh, lormer Austra-
lian Test wicketkeeper and current
director of the Australian Cricket
Academy, has also chipped in with
advice to the three wicketkeepers
at the camp.

Mursh is a consultant with In-
dia's National Cricket Academy
hased in Bangalore.

Ihe senior players’ session

SEE PAGE 15
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