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Real Madrid superstar Luis Figo (R), falls face down under pressure from Espanyol's Toni Velamazan (L) and Roger Garcia at Madrid on May 13.

Primera Liga

Espanyol deny Real

@ Football

AFP, Madrid

Spanish leaders Real Madrid
dropped two home points on
Sunday to give defending champi-
ons Deportivo La Coruna a glimmer
of hope of retaining the title on a day
when Valencia lost 3-0 and
Barcelona roared back into life.

Real gave threw away a two-goal
lead to Espanyol whose city rivals
Barcelona thumped modest Madrid
outfit Rayo Vallecano 5-1.

Deportivo beat Alaves 2-1 on
Friday, not ideal preparation for the
Vitoria side's date with Liverpool in
the UEFA Cup final in Dortmund on
Wednesday.

And with Champions League
finalists Valencia stumbling, Real
Mallorca consolidated their late
charge with a 2-0 win over Celta
Vigo.

With 12 points still to play for in
Spain, Real have 70 points,
Deportivo 64, Valencia and Mallorca
59, Barcelona 56, Celta Vigo 51 and
Malaga and Villarreal 50 as the
competition for four Champions
League and two UEFA cup spots
hots up.

Real Madrid were hoping to
overcome their midweek
Champions League semi-final
elimination at the hands of Bayern
Munich by ending their three-match
losing streak in style. They seemed
well on their way with early goals
from a Luis Figo free kick and Raul's
20th goal of the season.

Madrid coach Vicente Del
Bosque dropped teenage goal-

for four years, were forced to dig in
forthe draw.

Valencia, who thrashed Leeds 3-
0 on Tuesday to qualify for the
Champions League final for the
second consecutive year, lost 3-0
after Malaga striker Dely Valdes
scored a hat-trick. Valencia's misery
was compounded by the sending off
of Fabien Ayala.

Barcelona finally shook of their

Primera Liga's top six

After Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, against,

points):

Real Madrid 34 21
Deportivo 34 19
Valencia 34 17
Mallorca 34 16
Barcelona 34 15
Celta Vigo 34 14

keeper Iker Casillas but his replace-
ment Cesar was picking the ball out
of his net after Espanyol pulled a
first goal back through Argentinian
Pablo Rotchen in the 48th minute.
Roumain Galca then converted a
penalty after Madrid captain
Fernando Hierro was sent off for
handling a goalbound shot and
Real, chasing their first league title

7 6 72 38 70
7 8 64 40 64
8 9 51 29 59
1 7 48 39 59
1 8 74 52 56
9 1 47 47 51

UEFA Cup semi-final defeat to
Liverpool with a 5-1 exhibition
against Rayo Vallecano at the Nou
Camp.

Luis Enrique's brace took his
season's tally to nine and Rivaldo
beautifully lobbed the Rayo 'keeper
from 25 yards.

Former Arsenal pair Marc
Overmars and Emmanuel Petit also

joined the goal fest. Overmars
ended a mazy run with a close-
range lob and Petit's substitute
appearance crowned the evening
with a 90th minute left foot volley
from outside the area.

A Finidi George double gave
Real Mallorca a handy 2-0 win over
form side Celta Vigo. Goals in the
47th and 90th minute from the
Nigerian helped his side climb level
on points with Valencia and into
contention for European competi-
tion next season.

On Friday, two penalties from
Deportivo's Argentinian Diego
Tristan overcame a 15th-minute
penalty scored by Alaves striker Javi
Moreno, after he was brought down
by Moroccan defender Noureddine
Naybet who was red-carded for the
incident. Alaves are stuck in eighth
position.

John Toshack's Real Sociedad
climbed clear of the relegation zone
with a crucial 3-1 win at Villarreal on
Saturday.

Elsewhere, Las Palmas beat
Real Zaragoza 2-1, bottom club
Numancia beat relegation rivals
Osasuna 1-0 and Athletic Bilbao
drew 1-1 with Valladolid.

Gunners ready
to spend

AFP, London

Arsenal's French coach Arsene
Wenger revealed Monday that the
club are preparing a summer spend-
ing spree to turn the Gunners into
trophy winners.

The north London outfit have
failed to win a trophy since their
league and cup double three years
ago, and after Saturday's 2-1 FA Cup
final defeat to Liverpool, Wenger
knows he needs to strengthen his
squad.

"If we are to become great again,
we must buy a couple of world-class
players," Wenger told the Press
Association.

"This team still has huge potential
but we need some extra quality to
take us that step further.

"I know who | want - and we have
enough time to sortitall out."

Arsenal, who despite qualifying
for the Champions League for next
season were knocked out of the
competition at the quarter-final stage
this year, are believed to have 40
million pounds to spend in the sum-
mer.

The FA Cup final defeat high-
lighted Arsenal's need for a
goalscorer after they missed a string
of chances to finish off Liverpool after
Wenger's side had taken a 1-0 lead.

Arsenal paid for their profligacy in
front of goal when Michael Owen
scored two late goals to seal the
Gunners'fate.

France international Thierry
Henry, who was guilty of missing one
of Arsenal's best chances, said a
new striker should be a priority for the
under-achieving club.

"We need a player who will be like
afoxinthe penalty area," said Henry.
"We must get someone who does
what Owen does for Liverpool."

Kovac
brothers
interest Bayern

AFP, Hamburg

Champions League finalists Bayern
Munich started strengthening their
squad for next season when they
signed Croatian international Niko
Kovac from Bundesliga rivals SV
Hamburg next season, Hamburg
revealed Monday.

Bayern are also reported to be
interested in signing Niko's 27-year-
old brother Robert Kovac, from Bayer
Leverkusen for a reported six-million-
dollars.

Niko Kovac, a 29-year-old
midfielder who joined Hamburg in
1999 and whose contract expires in
June 2002, will cost the German
giants around five million dollars.

The deal was reportedly struck
during a game of golf between Bayern
president Franz Beckenbauer and his
Hamburg counterpart Werner
Hackmann.
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FLYING AUSTRALIAN! Leeds United's Australian international striker Mark Viduka (R) scoring with an airborne

header against Bradford on May 13.

Premiership

Leeds bury Bradford

I@ Football

AFP, London

Leeds United hammered relegated
Bradford 6-1 on Sunday to keep
alive their chances of a second
Champions League campaign while
Premiership champions
Manchester United lost 2-1 at
Southampton.

With just one match remaining,
Leeds now trail Liverpool by a point
and are level with Ipswich, although
Leeds emphatically achieved their
aim here of bumping up their goal
difference over their closestrivals.

So the race for the final place in
Europe's top competition goes
down to the wire on Saturday with
Leeds at home to Leicester,
Liverpool at Charlton and Ipswich at
Derby.

David O'Leary's side were 5-1 up
at half time, erasing the painful
memory of last Tuesday's
Champions League semi-final
second-leg 3-0 defeat at Valencia.

Leeds were 2-0 up after just 20
minutes after goals from Mark
Viduka and lan Harte before Ashley
Ward pulled one back on 22 but Eirik
Bakke, Smith again and Harry
Kewell all added goals before the
interval.

Bottom placed Bradford's morale
took a further blow when Stuart
McCall and Andy Myers were
involved in a brawl ending in Myers
needing treatment for a cut, though
the two Bradford men went unpun-

ished.

Lee Bowyer bagged Leeds' final
goal six minutes from time to help
ease the memory of Tuesday's
match that he watched from the
bench after being banned for a
stamping incident.

His goal ensured Leeds became
only the fourth team this season to
score six in a Premiership game,
with Manchester United (twice),
Arsenal and Chelsea also achieving
such a feat - one which could prove
crucial in the final reckoning next
Saturday.

Champions Manchester United
suffered only their fifth Premiership
defeat of the season in a low-key
affair against Southampton at The
Dell, finally giving caretaker man-
ager Stuart Gray his first victory
since replacing Glenn Hoddle.

Alex Ferguson rested a host of
stars and his second-stringers were
blitzed as a Wes Brown own goal
and a cool finish from Marian
Pahars put the home side two up

inside a quarter of an hour.

Captain for the day Ryan Giggs
pulled a goal back in the 71st min-
ute. The Welshman, playing along-
side Dwight Yorke up front,
exchanged passes with his strike
partner and strode into the area to
slot past the advancing Paul Jones.

Minutes from the end,
Southampton defender Dean
Richards hacked Phil Neville's prod
toward goal to safety following a
Giggs corner and the latter fluffed
his shot straight at Jones.

Luke Chadwick wriggled free to
spear a shot wide late on and
Raimond Van der Gouw turned
aside a Pahars drive.

But the match, which resulted in
Southampton leaping into the top
half of the table, failed to persuade
the watching England manager
Sven-Goran Eriksson to wait for the
final whistle.

Premiership's top six

After Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

Manchester United 37 24

Arsenal 36 20
Liverpool 37 19
Leeds 37 19
Ipswich 37 20
Chelsea 37 16

5 78 28 80
7 61 35 69
9 67 39 66
10 61 42 65
12 56 41 65
0o M 66 44 58
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*Manchester United champions, Arsenal qualify for Champions League,
Bradford, Coventry and Manchester City relegated

Confederations Cup

No Viduka,Kewell
for Socceroos

@ Football

AFP, Sydney

Australia go to the Confederations
Cup in South Korea starting on May
30 without Leeds stars Mark Viduka
and Harry Kewell.

However, coach Frank Farina
had always known he would have to
do without his English-based stars.

Kewell is due to become a father
soon and Viduka is feeling the effect
of an arduous 10-month campaign.

But Farina's hopes he had talked
German-based defender Ned Zelic
back into the fold failed.

The Munich 1860 player turned
his back on Australia in 1999 after
he was dropped by Farina for a
match against Brazil.

Zelic will also miss the World Cup
Oceania Zone play-offs, most
probably against New Zealand, in
June, which Farina said was his

priority.
"I would rather qualify for the
World Cup than win the

Confederations Cup," he said.

And he hoped to have Viduka
and Kewell available for those
matches.

He also said he had not closed
the door on goalkeeper Mark
Bosnich.

Bosnich played such little first

team football this season at
Manchester United and lately
Chelsea that he could not be seri-
ously considered.

But Farina said the picture could
change if Bosnich forced his way
back at club level.

"As soon as he is back he will be
pushing for the No.1 spot," he said.

That is unlikely to happen before
Australia's World Cup qualifiers next
month but the big World Cup play-off
matches in November against a
South American side are a different
matter.

"July to November is a very long
time in British soccer," Farina said.
"He could play 20 games in that
time."

The Confederations Cup squad
pulls together players based in nine
overseas countries -- England,
Scotland, Germany, Holland, ltaly,
France, Belgium, Norway and
Japan -- and only four players from
Australia's domestic league.

Australia tackle world and
European champions France,
South Korea and Mexico in GroupA.

Farina said the tournament
would be superb preparation for
next month's World Cup qualifiers.

"We're taking on seven of the
bestteams in the world," he said.

The Confederations Cup win-
ners pick up 2.25 million US dollars,
with the losing finalists getting 1.5
million.

The Australians, who reached
the final four years ago in Saudi
Arabia, are guaranteed 750,000 US
dollars just for turning up as reigning
Oceania champions.

SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Frank Juric (Bayer
Leverkusen, Germany), Zeljko
Kalac (Roda JC, Netherlands),
Mark Schwarzer (Middlesbrough,
England)

Defenders: Hayden Foxe (West
Ham, England), Steve Horvat
(Melbourne Knights), Craig Moore
(Rangers, Scotland), Shaun
Murphy (Sheffield United, England),
Kevin Muscat (Wolverhampton,
England), Tony Popovic (Sanfrecce
Hiroshima, Japan), Tony Vidmar
(Rangers, Scotland)

Midfielders: Marco Bresciano
(Empoli, Italy), Scott Chipperfield
(Wollongong), Steve Corica
(Sanfrecce Hiroshima, Japan), Brett
Emerton (Feyenoord, Netherlands),
Stan Lazaridis (Birmingham,
England), Paul Okon (capt)
(Middlesbrough, England), Josip
Skoko (Racing Genk, Belgium),
Aurelio Vidmar (Adelaide City)

Strikers: John Aloisi (Coventry,
England), Mile Sterjovski (Lille,
France), Archie Thompson
(Marconi), Clayton Zane (Lillestrom,
Norway), David Zdrilic
(Unterhaching, Germany).

Aldair's career in doubt

@ Football

AFP, ROME

AS Roma's Brazilian defender Aldair will miss the rest of the season with a knee injury, Gazzetto dello Sport reported

Monday.

The veteran sustained his injury during Saturday's 1-0 victory over Atalanta at the Olympic Stadium, a result that
takes the Italian league leaders close to winning a first Scudetto for 18 years.

Aldair - full name Aldair Nascimento dos Santos - admitted his career was on the line but hopes to make a token
appearance in Roma's closing match with Parma in what he hopes will be a Scudetto celebration party.

"I want to come on the field for the last three minutes of Roma-Parma," said the Brazilian.

Asked whether he would be able to resume his career the loyal Roma servant who was born in the coffee-rich
Brazilian town of llheus said: "l don't want to think aboutiit. | don't know what will happen."

He said he had a sleepless night with the injury but absolved Atalanta's Marco Nappi of any blame for the incident

that causediit.

"He did not do it and is not responsible for my misfortune," said Aldair. "I got injured by myself near the touchline.

These things happen in football."

The 35-year-old has spent 11 seasons at Roma - a club he joined from Portuguese giants Benfica after starting at
Flamengo of Rio de Janeiro - and in that time has only won one Italian Cup with Roma.
However, he was a member of Brazil's World Cup winning squad in 1994.

Scottish Premiership
Celtic, Larsson misfire
for a change

@ Football

AFP, Glasgow

Ten-man Dundee beat Scottish
champions Cetic 2-0 on Sunday
thanks to two first-half goals from
Argentina's Fabian Caballero, while
the Edinburgh derby between
Hibernian and Hearts ended in a
goalles draw.

Dundee became the first side to
beat Celtic in their own backyard
this season and if the Glasgow
giants are to become the first ever
Scottish side to score 100 pointsina
season they now need to beat
Kilmarnock on the last day of the
season.

Despite the defeat, Celtic man-
ager Martin O'Neill was named
Scotland's manager of the year for
his club's runaway championship
triumph and they can also complete
a domestic treble when they face
Hibernian in the Scottish Cup final in
two weeks' time.

"I'm naturally very, very pleased,"
said O'Neill of the award. "If some-
body had said that we would take 52
points out of 57 at home this season
Iwould have gladly accepted that.

"That comes down to the efforts
of the players and | am absolutely
thrilled. |1 might have a couple of
glasses of wine tonight to cele-
brate."

Celtic's record-breaking
Swedish striker Henrik Larsson had
another milestone in his sights as he
aimed to beat Brian McClair's top-
flight scoring feat of 35 in season,
but he suffered a rare off day.

The home crowd were stunned
on the half hour when Celtic fell
behind to a superb Caballero goal
when he curled an inch-perfect
effort past the left hand of Jonathan
Gould and into the bottom corner.

Dundee's Zura Khizanishvili was
sent off on 33 after pulling Larsson's
shirt, a harsh decision but not one
that knocked the stuffing out of
Dundee who doubled their lead two
minutes before the break.

Javier Artero found space on the
right wing and played the ball across
the face of goal. Caballero was the
first to react and shot home from
close range with Ramon Vega
dithering.

But Dundee could have killed the
game in the 65th minute when
Gavin Rae capitalised on some
sloppy defending, but drilled his
shotjust past the upright.

The home side kept going and
almost grabbed a goal back in the
72nd minute when Neil Lennon
headed Thompson's cross down
into the path of Larsson, who fired
wide of the post.

Dundee player-manager Ivano
Bonetti admitted after the game that
Italian Claudio Caniggia had all-but
decided to sign for Rangers.

Bonetti, who expects the deal to
be completed within the next few
days, said: "He is 98 percent a
Rangers player with around two
percent that's not sure. That's
football, it's strange.

"He is still a wonderful player and
Rangers have come in to speak to
him and he wants to play for a bigger
clubinthe Champions League.

Davids test

postponed till Monday

Football

AFP, Turin

The test on the second urine sample of Juventus and Netherlands midfielder
Edgar Davids, which was due to place Sunday, has been suspended until

Monday, ANSA news agency reported.

The result of the player's first sample showed traces of the banned steroid
nandrolone but Sunday's test has been suspended because of the ltalian

national election taking place that day.

Originally the test had been scheduled for last Tuesday but 28-year-old

Davids won a court order to postpone it.

O'Leary seeks

Charlton
l@ Football

AFP, London

David O'Leary, coach of Champions
League semi-finalists Leeds, said
Monday he will be supporting
Charlton on Saturday when they
take on rivals Liverpool on the last
day of the Premiership season.

If Charlton can take a point off FA
Cup winners Liverpool and Leeds
win at home to Leicester, O'Leary's
Yorkshiremen will be back in the
Champions League next season.

"We've now given ourselves a
chance of being in the competition
again next season, one in which
we've not had an ounce of luck, so it
would be lovely to get a crumb next
Saturday," said O'Leary after his
side hammered already-relegated
Bradford 6-1 in their penultimate
league match on Sunday.

"It was important for us to win
(against Bradford) and take it to the
last game. We've nailed that on and
sonow we go on to Leicester.

"We've got three points and

aid

hopefully we can get another three
on Saturday. We've just got to win
and then hope Charlton do us a
favour against Liverpool."

Leeds, who last Tuesday were
knocked out of the Champions
League by Valencia after a 3-0
aggregate defeat, showed that
there is no European hangover with
an awesome first-half display.

Leeds stormed into a 5-1 interval
lead with goals from Mark Viduka,
lan Harte, Eirik Bakke, Alan Smith
and Harry Kewell putting the hosts
in total control at Elland Road.

Lee Bowyer added the sixth just
before the end and O'Leary was
happy with the way his side
bounced back from their Valencia
defeat.

"l was delighted with the attitude
shown by the players and the foot-
ball we played and this was a great
way to bounce back," he said.

"Obviously the players were a bit
down and disappointed after what
happened in Valencia, but |
demanded we take six points out of
six in our last two games to finish the
seasonon a high."

Solbakken
to quit
football

AFP, oslo

Norway international Staale
Solbakken, who suffered a heart
attack while training with his Danish
club FC Copenhagen last March,
has announced his retirement, the
Norwegian press agency NTB
reported Monday.

The 33-year-old midfielder
scored nine goals in 58 international
matches including appearances at
the 1998 World Cup and Euro 2000
championship.

Solbakken suffered the heart
attack on March 13 and had to be
revived by paramedics and the club
doctor as shocked fellow players
looked on.

He was held in intensive care on
an artificial respirator and left hospi-
tal two weeks later.

Solbakken started his career
with Norwegian club Lillestrom,
transferring to English outfit
Wimbledon in 1997 before moving
several months later to Danish side
AaB where he quickly became a key
member of the squad. He signed for
FC Copenhagen last August.

Japanese

) KOREAJAPAN

AFP, Tokyo

Two Japanese cities have given up
plans to host World Cup soccer
teams' training camps for the 2002
finals, scared off by expectations
that it would cost more than first
thought, officials said Monday.

Kokubu and Tosu, both located in
Japan's southern main island of
Kyushu, were the first to pull out of
the race to host teams among 84
municipalities applying to serve as
training venues.

"We decided to pull out ... The
biggest reason was that we learned
afterwards it would cost more than
we expected," said Hideo Kuwahara
who heads Tosu's planning division.

The inland industrial city with
population of 60,000 had planned to
put aside 100 million yen (813,000

cities stoop to cost

dollars), but it proved not to be
enough, the official said without
elaborating.

Tosu officials decided to join the
race to host teams as they saw Aix-
Les-Bains, the French town where
the Japanese team trained during
the last World Cup, got into the
limelight here, he said.

"Hosting a team could revitalize
the city, but we could not put up
much more money under the cur-
rent fiscal conditions," Kuwahara
said.

Kokubu official Michio Hashino
said the city, with a population of
52,000 and already a training venue
for J-League soccer teams, "judged
it would be better to pull out early."

The decision came after the city
learned some international teams
demand the host city pick up the tab
for accommodation and plant a
specific type of grass on the training
pitch to reproduce conditions at the
main match venue, he said.

"l think many others (Japanese
candidate cities) are feeling the

same as we were even if they have
not formally said so," Hashino said.

"l also heard itis common that an
agentin the course of inviting ateam
to a city makes various requests,"
including expenses for making
promotional videos and inviting
team officials for "inspection tours,"
he said.

The World Cup finals in South
Korea and Japan start with an
opening match in Seoul on May 31
next year and end with the final in
Yokohama, Japan on June 30,
2002.

The period spans the rainy
season here, but the Japan organis-
ing committee said it was "planning
to ban" umbrellas at World Cup
stadiums in order to keep hooligans
from using them as weapons.

"We are not banning objects that
prevent rain but those to be used as
weapons," a committee spokesman
said, adding "folding umbrellas
might be permissible."
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