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Cheating in HSC exams
Overhaul the system

HE appalling and widespread scenes of violence on

the second day of the HSC examinations speak of an

affliction so deep and pervasive that the mind reels in
repugnance and horror. More than 9,000 examinees and 15
teachers have been expelled and at least 120 people injured.
Mobs of examinees have turned on law enforcers and admin-
istrators with such righteous indignation as if to say that
cheatingis their unquestionable right.

It is a national disgrace. Not only is it undertaken in cold
blood, with pre-planned subterfuge in which examinees are
actively supported by guardians, teachers and 'suppliers' of
cheating material, but also any attempt to thwart the evil
design is met with demonic retaliation.

The much publicised strategies of vigilance during exami-
nations have fallen by the wayside, in spite of beefed up con-
tingents of law enforcement and administrative personnel. By
treating the evil of cheating as a law enforcement issue alone,
the authorities have been barking up the wrong tree. They
must address a deeper malaise.

We need a complete overhaul of the educational system.
Teachers, the essential service providers of education, have
to be nurtured as a positive force. Inputs into this community
must be divorced from political and vested influences. Educa-
tion must be reinforced with resources, human and material,
that match demand so that classroom learning, and teaching,
reflect educational principles rather than the spurious aim of
'passing' examinations.

The examination system itself must be upgraded beyond
the sheer cosmetic change that the new grading system
accomplish. New techniques that preclude cheating must
become commonplace in order to weed out the dependence
on learning by rote that dominates the system now. Is the
Ministry of Education aware of the harsh reality that examina-
tions that are regularly besieged by cheating scandals lose
their credibility? The impact this has on the mental attitude of
our youth, not to mention on the confidence that successful
candidates inspire from society in general and international
educational systems in particular cannot be ignored.

The authorities must realise that their single-minded devo-
tion to law enforcement in examinations is meaningless
unless accompanied by sincere and sustained measures to
root out the causes of cheating. These precepts may be a tall
order but they are within reach, provided the education of the
next generation becomes a national priority.

Road digging scandal
Where stops the buck?

E have seen hell break loose on scams. But sel-

dom has a furore been raised over the scandal of

reckless, corruption-reeking road excavation
drives across the length and breadth of the city. In this pre-
rainy nor'wester season the usually pot-holed city streets
have become pervasively water-logged. With the monsoons
officially only less than a month away, the hardship of the
people, insufferable thatitis already now, has only begun.

It is the Water and Sewerage Authority (WASA) and T&T
Board which are doing most of the excavation work now, the
firstone to lay pipes for water supply and sewerage lines, and
the second one to put in cables for telephone connections.
The gas authority, another utility service-provider, is not so
much into digging right at this moment but is one of the play-
ers anyhow. All these authorities need the permission of
Dhaka City Corporation before their contractors can put their
shovels into the soil. It is alleged that contractors rather infor-
mally manage city corporation zonal officials and WASA or
T&T engineers, and start digging the roads. Typically, even a
recently-carpeted road would be dug up to lay a pipe or cable
line, there being bribery both at the time of digging as well as
that of filling in the excavated parts of roads. According to
normal rules, the utility organisations have to notify their
digging plans to the DCC and transfer money to the latter for
subsequently doing up the roads. The 'trenches' mostly go
underfilled. The city corporation is in charge of the surface
drains. Some of its extended lines might not have had any
opening for the water-flow, which could have been ensured in
consultation with WASA a priori.

Mayor Hanif's demand for city government in 1994 under
BNP rule went unmet. In realty, it boiled down to a coordina-
tion committee under AL rule in 1996 with LGRD Minister
Zillur Rahman as convenor and Mayor Mohd Hanif as co-
convenor. Since its inception until 1999 the committee held
12 meetings; yet, such has been the spirit of coordination at
the top, let alone at the level of agencies, that where Zillur
Rahman presided, Hanif did not turn up and vice versa. What

apity!
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Deja vu all over again

BRIG (RTD) M ABDUL HAFIZ

IKE his predecessors

Pakistan's Chief Executive

General Pervez Musharraf
seized power in October 1999 as 'a
reluctant coup maker' only to free
the country from the clutches of
corrupt, inefficient and unpatriotic
administrations and put it back on
rail. The element of that reluctance
in coup making has, however,
disappeared in last eighteen
months and as he consolidates his
grip over the country's internal
power structure the General has
visibly developed real taste for
power. Now half way through the
timeframe so graciously granted by
Pakistan's Supreme Court to the
military to wind up its cleaning
operation General Musharraf, in
true tradition of the country's
previous dictators, aspires towear a
new hat that of presidency.

The Chief Executive has made it
abundantly clear through myriad
gestures, press conferences and
interviews that he is not going to
retire when his tenure as Army Chief
expires in October next. Not only
that. In his view his role is required
even beyond October 2002 when,
according to Supreme Court ruling,
democracy is supposed to be
restored with the military going back
to the barracks. Because the Gen-

eral now seems convinced that
whatever he is doing is just what the
country needs. He has emphasised
the necessity also of carving a
permanent role for the armed forces
in the governance, perhaps through
a National Security Council. In his
perception this is the only way to
ensure an unhindered democratic
process in Pakistan the West is so
obsessed with.

As a matter of fact the decision
for Musharraf to step into the shoes

dency he is highly unlikely to follow
a path fundamentally different from
ones devised and practised by
previous military rulers. This crude
game of power-grabbing is already
a serious political aberration and
there are not many ways of making it
look acceptable. In Pakistan, when-
ever the Army seized power it invari-
ably sought to implement its own
agenda. The key elements of the
agenda include ensuring that the
Army's actions are indemnified by

to the genius of the people of Paki-
stan a country born as a parliamen-
tary democracy although none from
Mr Jinnah to Iskander Mirza
respected the sovereignty of the
parliament. He replaced it with a
hotchpotch of Basic Democracy, a
reinforced presidency and a power-
less National Assembly only to
retain and perpetuate military's grip
over the administration. As an all-
powerful president he however led
Pakistan through a decade of 'stabil-
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He injected a bit more of Islam in the
constitution although it was already
framed for the Islamic republic.
Finally he asserted that state affairs
could not be left to the civilians alone
and that they had to accept sharing
of power with the military establish-
ment. With his mind made up he
took no chance in the country's
murky power game and swiftly
moved to again make the presi-
dency all-powerful, revive separate
electorate, exclude political parties
from the electoral process and

Things have started looking up for Musharraf's regime in spite of a blanket condemnation in the
beginning. In particular, the local government election and the regime's devolution plan have received
wide support and even financial help from some of the western countries who are otherwise opposed to

military rule.

of the presidency has apparently
been taken. Only thing that still
remains to be done is to find out
some modality before August when
the Chief Executive is expected to
be installed as the country's next
president. His handpicked cabinet
has already endorsed the proposal
for constitutional amendments for
the purpose. The country's constitu-
tional wizard Sharif Uddin Pirzada
who was responsible for devising
constitutional and legal cover to the
rules of all earlier military dictators is
on the job to find ways for General
Musharraf to install himself as the
country's next president. In the
meantime the experts and advisers
are debating several options from
holding a referendum to temporarily
activating the suspended parlia-
ment to legitimise the whole exer-
cise.

Yet, whatever strategy may be
adopted to perpetuate Musharraf in
power and catapult him to the presi-

subsequent civilian dispensation;
bringing in a system of controlled
democracy and capturing the presi-
dency on one pretext or other. And
that is precisely what General
Musharraf is trying to do. The
sweeping constitutional reforms
being planned by the Army aim at
keeping control of the nation's
destiny in the grip of the military
whilst technically restoring the
country to the civil rule. With that the
country will only be pushed along a
path it has traversed earlier with
unsavoury experience and bitter
consequences.

If General Musharraf and his
close supporters are successful in
their scheme of things over the
country's future political dispensa-
tion Pakistan will indeed again
embark on an uncertain journey to
nowhere. Any such journey even in
the past was catastrophic in the end.
Ayub Khan dismissed parliamen-
tary system as something unsuited
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ity and progress' only to the brink of
disintegration.

Yahya Khan, on becoming
president, pledged to give the state
a realistic constitution by undoing
interwing parity, one unit scheme
and the presidential system. The
problem however started when he
thought that the state interest could
only be protected if he, as the repre-
sentative of the military, continued
as president and the quantum of
power and the manner in which it
was to be transferred to the demo-
cratically elected representatives
would be his discretion. He had also
ended the experiment in civil-
military partnership at the top and all
decision-making had been limited to
his aides from the military. The
consequence was the break-up of
Pakistan.

General Ziaul Huq began by
calling for a balance between the
powers of president and prime
minister, while repeatedly affirming
the soundness of 1973 constitution.
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create a parallel Judiciary i.e. the
Federal Sharia Court under the garb
of religion. With his death in 1988 he
left a legacy solely responsible for
today's state of perpetual instability
in Pakistan's politics.

No one thinks that General
Musharraf, Pakistan's fourth military
ruler, can do differently. He has
already stressed the need for a
system of checks and balances in
particular for all key players at the
top. He has also expressed in no
uncertain terms his desire to ensure
‘continuity and sustainability' of the
reforms that his government is
currently in the process of introduc-
ing. The new rule of game currently
being thrashed out by the Army
refers to a "suitable framework" for
the electoral process which not only
weeds out the 'less desirable' politi-
cians but also spells out a detailed
power sharing formula prior to the
restoration of civilian rule. Equally
significant is the military mission

that it must first "clear up the political
mess" before allowing any progress
towards transfer of power to the
civilians. This means that except
those who are amenable to mili-
tary's overall plan, the rest will find
themselves eliminated from the
country's political arena. Both
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif
being away from the country are
practically irrelevant in Pakistan's
current politics. Under pressure
PML (Pakistan Muslim League) is
always pro-government. Therefore,
a handful of Sharif loyalists and the
leaderless PPP (Pakistan People's
Party) supporters are not, at the
moment, proving themselves to be a
match for the military. So far, there is
not the slightest indication that they
may pose a threat to the present
regime at any point in the near
future.

Apart from that, things have
started looking up for Musharraf's
regime in spite of a blanket condem-
nation in the beginning. In particular,
the local government election and
the regime's devolution plan have
received wide support and even
financial help from some of the
western countries who are other-
wise opposed to military rule. It is
not just the devolution plan, even
the NAB's anti-corruption drive is
appreciated and assisted by west-
ern governments. Some of them are
actively involved with the Election
Commission to help improve elec-
toral procedures. Meanwhile, the
IMF, the Paris Club or World Bank
are increasingly keen to help Paki-
stan out the issue of the lack of
democracy notwithstanding. It is
this indirect or tacit support of the
western countries which has partly
encouraged the present administra-
tion to go ahead with its reform plan
irrespective of what may happen to
Pakistan in the long run.

BNP in quagmire?

MozAMMEL H. KHAN

the BNP Chief, instead of

accepting the PM's offer for an
early election after the transfer of
power on 18" of April to Care-Taker
Government (CTG), chose to go for
a redundant confrontation, which
even in the eyes of any political
novice was never an winnable
proposition. Even the staunchest
supporter of the BNP could not
elucidate any tenable reason for
issuing an ultimatum to a duly
elected government whose term not
only expires itself in three months
time, but also the government was
willingly to relinquish power within
only 18 days after the deadline of
the so-called ultimatum. What
tangible benefit did the BNP gain by
inviting upon itself the confrontation
whose outcome was decided even
before the start of the battle? Many
hypotheses could be put forward to
analyze the BNP's action.

From one angle, it could be
argued that the BNP was not really
ready for an early election. If the
party was ready to take part in
election in May, why could it not do it
in June? In fact, it is the prerogative
of the PM to declare an early trans-
fer of power; the PM, by no means,
needs any nod from the Leader of
the Opposition to decide on her
schedule. It was, by all means, an
obvious fact to the BNP chief that it
would be the CTG and the election
commission that would decide on
the exact date of the election not-
withstanding the declaration of the
PM that her party was ready to take
partin election by June 12.

Secondly, if the PM's offer of
transferring power on April 18 was
not good enough to hold an election
before the rainy season, why did the
opposition call hartal after the
expiry of that period to mount

I T is still unintelligible as to why
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pressure in favour of the resignation
of the government? In spite of their
self-pleasing mockery of 'congratu-
lating the people for their spontane-
ous support for hartal' there must be
many in the BNP camps, who have
the enough political prudence to
pre-assess the damage that would
be inflicted on the sympathy for the
BNP among the common masses.

If the BNP chief tries to roll her
memory back only five years up the
road, she would find that the civil
servants did not defy her duly
elected government that was
formed after the general election of
1991. It was the voter-less election
of February 15 that prompted the
civil servants to dessert the govern-
ment albeit no call by the then leader
of the opposition from any public
forum to invoke their actions. The
only apparent beneficiary of her
hartal is the force that does not want
the completion of the Bangabandhu
Murder Trial and the consequent
execution of the convicts during the
present tenure of the ruling party

BNP chief has a big pool of
advisors; many of them are very
bright individuals who were in the
high echelon of power in the succes-
sive governments. They have joined
the party (like many inthe AL) only to
get elected in order to enjoy the
status of the elected public life. They
are not certainly bought in by the
cheap rhetoric of their political
spokespersons that the 'govern-
ment is isolated from the people'
due to hartal and or any such action.
| have yet to come across any of
them writing a piece enumerating a
single meticulous reason of how the
so-called ultimatum and its acces-
sories have resulted in an iota of
benefit for the BNP. The contraries
are many.

The whole business community
of the country, irrespective of their
political affiliations, was very critical

PHOTORIAL

Readers are invited to send in exclusive pictures, colour or black and white, of editorial value, with all relevant
information including date, place and significance of subject matter. Pictures received will not be returned.
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Woman's burden

Women workers are regularly paid less than men for doing the same job as their male counterparts. This
woman labourer, working in a construction site, earns less for her output than a male. Employers acknowl-
edge that women workers deserve equal pay, but still force them to accept lower wages. Society's male
|__I chauvinistic stance allows the exploitation of women and holds back development. Gender bias must end.
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Creating instability

India is solely responsible for the
border crisis. All they are trying to do
is create instability in our country. If
they had worked according the
Indira-Mujib treaty, such a crisis
wouldn'thave occurred.

Zahidur rashid
Texas, USA, on e-mail

Intruder India

The border incident was instigated
when the BDR took possession of
Padua village. They did it to force
BSF to dismantle the road they were
building inside the no-man's land
and to leave the camp they have
been occupying illegally for 30
years.

Though this incident led to some
tension, BSF should have resolved
the matter by a flag meeting with
BDR. Instead, they opened up a new
frontier on the Roumari border,
where a few companies of BSF
soldiers were intercepted by the
local BDR check-post in
Bangladeshi soil.

| regret the loss of lives on both
sides due to the clash, but | find no
fault with BDR as they were simply
trying to defend their territory. The
BSF troops couldn't have come with
good intentions at four in the morn-

against the redundant confrontation
and the tools, which were used in
the process. They were unequivocal
in pointing fingers at the BNP for this
doldrums and asked them to shun
the path of violence and settle the
difference peacefully across the
table. Aside from the very tragic loss
for the families who have lost their
dear ones and the main bread
earners, the main casualty in the
process was the economy of the
country for which the ruling party's
performance statistics would suffer
to a some degree. However, they
would be in a vantage position to put
the blame squarely on the opposi-
tion.

Being disenchanted in her effort
to lure the people in favour of her so-
called ultimatum to dislodge the
government, the BNP chief is now
trying to exploit the unfortunate
events that led to regrettable blood-
shed on the India-Bangladesh
border. Canadian Statesman late
Pierre Trudeau, referring to Can-
ada's relation with its giant neigh-
bour, once said, "living next to the
United States is in some ways like
sleeping with an elephant. No
matter how friendly and even-
tempered is the beast, one is
affected by every twitch and grunt”.
In Bangladesh, we can very well
echo Trudeau's sentiments in terms
of our relation with India. No matter
how devoted a patriot one is, it
would be moronic not to consider
the vastness and the military might
of our neighbour. The best course of
action open to us would be to use
the diplomatic means to defuse the
tension and settle the disputes. This
is the front where Bangladesh has
the potential to match or even
supersede the skills of her counter-
part. As the former PM and the
present leader of the opposition, the
BNP chief has the burden to be
more cautious and articulate in her

statement as it would be weighed
heavily by our neighbour. Jingoism
might win some instant votes, but it
does not help to increase the flow by
a single drop of water through the
Ganges, nor does it help to get the
support of any of our friends in the
United Nations, in the long run. It
only inflicts miseries on the people
and cripples the nation. In her
blustery speech in Sylhet, she has
pledged to bring the village Padua to
Bangladesh's control if voted to
power, apparently through military
might. If any of the citizens wants to
know why the said village was not
brought to Bangladesh's fold during
ten years of BNP rule, what would
be her answer? However, it is very
reassuring to see that all sections of
our society, especially the ones who
were and are in favour of the cre-
ation of a sovereign Bangladesh in
the first place, are reactinginavery
pragmatic manner and more or less
behind the diplomatic course the
government is pursuing to normal-
ize the situation.

Credibility of our politicians, by
and large, in the eyes of our people
was never worse. The BNP chief is
always in the forefront of that credi-
bility crisis. What could be more
cynical than to suggest that the
ruling party was behind the tragic
bomb blast at the Baishaki function
of the Chhayanaut? This accusation
is, of course, completely in tune with
her earlier expositions that the
attack on Poet Shamsur Rahman,
bomb blast at the Udichi function
and the CPB meeting were all
masterminded by the ruling party.
The victims in all the above cases
are either the personality or the
institutions that are relentlessly
working to promote the Bangali
culture and the secular spirit of our
liberation war. Why would the ruling
party annihilate its own ideological
devotees who are proven auxiliary
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forces of its own sustenance?
Moreover, government already has
to bear the moral liability of any such
happenings in the society no matter
who is directly responsible for the
mischief. Following the Chhayanaut
tragedy, | have personally attended
half a dozen congregations in
Toronto and in those meetings,
condemnations were universal, and
suspicions were squarely directed
towards the evil forces that are
opposed to our secular Bangali
culture.

To her own workers and support-
ers, what kind of soul-searching
explanation the BNP chief will offer
for the ignominious fate her ultima-
tum has played with the people?
How the BNP Secretary General's
statements, that 'this or that acts will
not save the fall of the government'
or 'the fall of the government is only
matter of time', will reflect of the
prudence of the leadership on the
morale of the party faithful is not too
difficult to guess.

Among all the above negative
scenarios, if the BNP leadership
collects information from all the
three hundred constituencies
across the country, it would discover
that Ershad's exit from the alliance
is, in fact, a blessing for the BNP. For
BNP with its own multiple candi-
dates in every constituency, any
kind of concession to Ershad's JP
candidates (and for that matter to
any other party's candidate) would
have created more than one rebel-
lious aspirant in every constituency.
In Bangladesh politics, personal
aspiration takes precedence over
the so-called ideology, if there is
any.Also in an election, tally of votes
of any alliance of convenience is not
a simple arithmetic; at best it would
be logarithmic, where two plus two
could be at most two and a half.

As compared to earlier two
general elections, the BNP, this time

around, has to face a more formida-
ble opponent. In spite of its failures
to meet the expectation of the
people in many sectors or many of
the misdeeds of the party MPs and
the Ministers (and their offspring),
the ruling party aspirants will have
extensive  development works
across the country to show to their
constituents. Their imprudent
decision to stay away from the
parliament deprived the party MPs
to get involved in any development
activities of their constituencies;
their indiscreet resoluteness to stay
away from the municipal election
has isolated many of their local
leaders from the mainstream activi-
ties of the municipalities and their
issue-less hartal has constantly
distanced themselves from the
common people, specially at the big
cities. However, for the same rea-
son of the indomitable position of
the ruling party, the inter-party
conflicts will be much severe than
before and invariably there would be
many unofficial candidates in the
election from the present faithful of
the ruling party. Here lies the BNP's
chance of cashing in on her oppo-
nent's disunity. As the underdog
opposition party, it is expected that
there would be more unity among
the rank and files of the party and its
multiple MP aspirants; more so for
the fact that the draconian PSA
might be hanging on the shoulders
of many of them. So the BNP's only
hope lies in its success to put up a
single candidate of its own in each
constituency, not of any other party,
and that seems like the only ray of
light at the end of the tunnel for the
party which is badly in quagmire.

Dr. Mozammel H. Khan is a Professor, School of Science
and Technology and Manager, Sheridan Quality Institute,
Oakville, Ontario, Canada.

ing. In fact, according to the Times of
India, the BSF soldiers were
"authorised" by Delhi to destroy the
BDR camp, possibly to put pressure
on the Padua situation.

Hats off to the BDR soldiers, who
fought and repulsed the BSF, killing
16 of them on the spot. They are the
golden sons of this soil. They have
proved that though we are a small
nation, we know how to defend
ourselves.

Shafqat
Manchester, USA, on e-mail

DU dormitories

terrorised
Thank you for publishing a report
on re-grouping and returning of
BCL and JCD backed terrorists at
the DU dormitories prior to the
general elections. DU dormitories
were never free of outsiders with
only a few exceptional cases when
the BCL backed terrorists ousted
the JCD men soon after the Awami
League's assumption of power.
During that period the activity of
outsiders was not so frequent. But
the situation has changed as the
elections are knocking on the door.
| haven't been a resident student
of DU but often stayed at Fazlul Huq
(FH) hall with my friends and | know
that if the administration acts strictly,

they can easily make a hall outsider-
free. Some two years ago, provost
Dr. Hossain Mansur took a tough
stand against the outsiders and
ousted the cadres from FH hall. In
those days | found the resident
students enjoying a cadre-free
environment.

If the hall authorities are sincere,
it will not be possible for the political
cadres and outsiders to regain their
positions at the Dhaka University
halls. Hope the Vice Chancellor and
other concerned authorities take
necessary steps in this regard.

Former Student of DU
Dhaka

Rename Syedpur
Airport

Syedpur Airport was built during our
Liberation War. The Pakistani army
forced the Bengali people to work for
the construction of the airport. One
of those who worked for the con-
struction was Shaheed Aminul
Haque (Golo bhai) together with his
two sons. Golo bhai was a well-
known, beloved and adoring per-
sonality of the locality. He was the
younger brother of contemporary
MP Shaheed Dr Zigrul Haque.

The Pak army arrested Aminul
Haque and made the old man dig
and carry sand, bricks etc. When the

exhausted and sick Golo bhai was
returning home, the rajaakars
slaughtered him.

Though | did not meet Golo bhai,
| feel his presence in the reminis-
cence of the eldest people. | request
the authorities concerned to change
the name of Syedpur Airpor to
'Shaheed Aminul Haque Airport',
paying homage to this divine soul
sacrificed for our motherland.

Reza
Syedpur

Who are the Shaheed?

A recent proposal was made to
name Syedpur Airport as "Shaheed
Aminul Haque Airport. The reason-
ing for this is that 'Shaheed' Aminul
Haque, an adored and well-known
personality and brother of Shaheed
Dr. Zigrul Haque, worked to build the
airport before he was killed.

| stand behind no man in my
respect for those who died helping
us gain our independence 30 years
ago but | find we have overused the
idea that everyone who dies must be
identified with a cause and anno-
tated Shaheed. | was taught that
Shaheed referred to those who
make great sacrifices to advance a
cause. So can | say that those who
died during hartal or anti-hartal
demonstrations be referred to as

Shaheed? And also those police
who are killed arresting someone,
and many of our poets and writers
and educators who died for their
cause, as well those many soldiers
who have died defending our bor-
ders or while peacekeeping for the
United Nations?

M.M. Haque
Gulshan, Dhaka

Loadshedding

As a citizen of Bashabo area, we
are really irritated with the frequent
loadshedding occurring day and
night. I realise that there is a deficit of
electricity in Dhaka. But what is
really frustrating is that while people
in Bashabo, Goran, Mugda areas
bear the sufferings of loadshedding
regularly, the other parts of the city
are supplied with sufficient electric-
ity. This impairment in treatment is
not appreciated.

Furthermore, there is no com-
plaint centre. Although DESA has a
phone number, nobody answers
the call. For how long do we have
to bear the burden of
loadshedding?

M Hasan
Bashabo, Dhaka
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