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Leading anthropologists  of
Bangladesh and India yesterday
said lives and cultures of over
4,000 ethnic minority  groups
across the world have been threat-
ened due to unjust explosion of
the so-called modern science and
technology.

The whole civilisation and
mankind would be threatened if
due rights of the ethnic minorities
were not realised, they observed at
a two-day international seminar
on “Indigenous Peoples of Bang-
ladesh and Eastern India: Emerg-
ing Problems” being held ar the
BIAM auditorium in the city.

A local think tank, Research
and  Development  Collective
(RDC), in collaboration with the
Anthropology Department of Kol-
kata University organised the
seminar to share problems and
prospects of the indigenous peo-
ple of Bangladesh and India.

Vice-chancellor of Dhaka Uni-
versity Prol AK Azad Chowdhuny

kata University Prof Buddhadeb
Chaudhuri addressed the inaugu-
ral session as chiel guest.

Environment and Forest Sec-
retary Mahfuzul Islam and Chair-
person of the Anthropology De-
partment of Kolkata University
Prof Ranjana Roy were present at
the inaugural ceremony as special
guests while General Secretary of
‘RDC Mesbah Kamal spoke at the
session.

The speakers said diversity is a
must for smooth running of the
globe, as nature is fond of diver-
sity.

They said all human beings are
similar to some extent but it is
cultural pattern that differs them.

The definition of nationhood
should be changed to dccommo-
date culture and heritage of all the
ethnic minarities, they added.

Most of the participants ob-
served that the historic CHT peace
accord has recognised the due
demands of the tribal people of
the region.

Some ol them, however, said
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Bangladesh Telegraph and Telephone
Board (BTTB) is not receiving any appli-
cation to provide mobile telephones, a
T&T press release said here yesterday.

Distribution of mobile telephones
through BTTB has nol started yet, the
press release added

The board has received allegations
that a vested quaner is collecling money
from members of the public in the name
of providing mobile phones and selling
so-called application forms

The BTTB has requested all con
cerned not to collect any form from the
vested quanter

RU summer
vacation

begins May 2
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Rajshahi University (RU) will re-
main closed for 39 days Irom May
23 due to summer vacation, Akhari

Eminent jurist Justice Nayeemud
din Abmed yesterday urged the
lawyers 1o contribute more to
protect the rights ol the oppressed
In society considering themselves
as human rights activists,

Speaking as chief guest at a
certilicate awarding ceremony at
Bangladesh Bar Council Bhaban,
he expressed his concern over the
growing reports ol violation of
human rights at the private level,

“Not only the government ma-
chinery is violating human rights,
but also individuals are violating
the rights of oppressed In the soci-
ety,” he said.,

Legal Education and Training
Institute (LETI) of Bar Council
organised the function as part ol
the winding up of a week-long
courses on human rights training
programme (HRTP) and training
of trainers (101).

Advocate MA Salam Talukder
chaired the function, which was
also  addressed by  Advocate
Mahbubul Huq, Advocate Dilruba

President  Shahabuddin  Ahmed
and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday felicitated the President
ol Paraguay on the occasion of the
national day of the country.

In a message, President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed expressed hope
that the existing bonds of relation-
ship and co-operation between
the two countries will be further
strengthened in the vears to come.

He also wished for the contin-
ued peace and prosperity of the
people of Paraguay.

In another message, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina expressed
her warm greetings to the Presi-
dent and the people of Paraguay
on the occasion of the national
day ol that country,
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Maj Gen (retd) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, Bir Pratik, speaking at a seminar on ‘Recent border dispute clashes
between Bangladesh and India’ organised by Centre for Strategic and Peace Studies in the city yesterday.
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