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sup for Lord’s

The Baily Star
Andjr limbers

REUTERS, Landon

Somerset's Andy Caddick warmed
up for next week's first Test
against Pakistan with a five-wicket
haul against Yorkshire at Headin-
glev on Thursday.

Caddick finished with figures
of five for 81, including the wicket
of England teammate Michael
Vaughan. ~

His 79 helped Yorkshire to 231,
giving Somerset a first innings lead
of 26. The visitors extended the
advantage to 127 by the close.

Marcus Trescothick (31) was
the man out as they reached 101
for one.

Surrey leg-spinner lan Salis-
bury also staked a claim for inclu-
ston in the Test side by returning
with four for 130 as Northampton-
shire amassed 476 at The Oval.

Overnight pair Graeme Swann
and Tony Penberthy both failed to
make centuries, falling for 96 and
75 respectively, before the latter
claimed two wickets in Surrey's
126 for two.

At the close lan Ward remained
unbeaten on 58.

Former England paceman De-
von Malcolm was also among the
wickets for Leicestershire at Grace
Road, taking five for 78 against
Lancashire.

Neil Fairbrother (45) top-
scored as the visitors fell 41 runs
short of Leicestershire's first in-
nmings total of 240. By the close
| eicestershire had reached 72 for
four, Murtiah Muralitharan
claiming two of the wickets.

In the Second Division New
Zealand skipper Stephen Fleming
(52) kept Goucestershire at bay
with a half century for Middlesex
at Bristol.

Replying to the hosts’ 272 after
Kim Barnett had been dismissed
for 99, Middlesex crawled to 186
fur seven.

Worcestershire's Graeme Hick
reminded the England selectors he
is far from finished by posting the
112th century of his career against
Hampshire.

Hick. who has not been
awarded a central contract by
England, made 120 out ol his
side’s 236.

Hampshire, dismissed for 304

% in the first innings, reached 16-0 at
' %Ilu- close.
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Paul Collingwood's 153
Purhiam in the drniving seat againsl
Wanvickshire at Edgbastgn.

plll

Hhre imungs moluded a six and
20 lolies, helping the visitors to
429, Wesrt Indian paceman Vasbert
|hrakes (four for 83) was the pick of
the Warwickshire attack but his
teammates failed him with the bat,
talling for 205.

At Hove Dutchman Bas
/uiderent failed to add to his
overnight 122, caught by Austra-
ian Greg Blewett off Greg Smith,
before Sussex were dismissed for
104.

Smith (five for 64) was the pick
of the Notts attack while Blewett
posted 49 out of the visitors’ 214
for four in reply.

Singh
FROM PAGE 13

last few months. I knew | would do
well.”

Indian captain Saurav Ganguly
was left stunned by the success.

"After losing in Bombay and
after the first two days in Calcutta,
| never thought we would be
here,” Ganguly said.

He conceded that his team had
almost messed up their chase for
the 155 runs needed for victory as
they slumped from 101 for two to
135 for seven.

"We lost a couple of wickets,
but fought it out well in the end,
he added.

Arjuna

FROM PAGE 13
However, « [CC's anti-
corruption chief. Sir Paul Condon,
who visited here last week, an-
nounced that they were widening
the scope of their inquiry beyond
the allegations made in the Indian
(Bl report.
Ranatongs
irmmneddate

ment. but in a letter published in a
newspaper here Sunday he told
local investigator Fernando that
his main accuser, Gupta was a
sell-confessed rouge.”

Ranatunga also blasted Sri
lanka's Board of Control for
Cricker (BCCSL) for setting a bad
precedent with the probe.

It in the future, anybody
whomsoever, however unsavoury
a character he may be, makes
Scurrilous complaints against any
cricketer of our country at any
time, is that cricketer to be har-
assed and insulted by being asked
for observations on such rubbish,”
Ranatunga said.

Ranatunga and de Silva are ac-
cused in the CBI report of taking
bribes to engineer a Sri Lankan
defeat in the 1994 Test against
India at Lucknow.

The report had testimony from
Gupta who alleged he gave 15,000
dollars to de Silva but it was not
clear if money had also been given
to Ranatunga.

Ranatunga has flatly denied the
charges of corruption while de
Silva maintained that he never
ook bribes, although he was ap-
nroached by hookmakers,
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Leading fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar
could miss next week's opening
Test against England after an un-
convincing display in Pakistan's
drawn warm-up match against
Derbyshire on Thursday.

Shoaib was selected for this
match less than 24 hours after his
delayed arrival in England because
of blood tests following stomach
trouble.

And, apart from a brief spell on
the opening day, has looked a
shadow of the bowler once known
as the 'Rawalpindi Express'.

He looked ill at ease Thursday,
finished wicketless and looked
uncomfortable with his newly re-
modelled action, which is de-
signed to prevent any controversy
about its legality,

But with only this weekend's
match against Kent at Canterbury
remaining before the tourists as-
semble at Lord's to face England
next Thursday, Pakistan are run-
ning out of time to get their spear-
head bowler fit for a Test match.
"He's not bowled for a long
time and it's hard for a guy to fly
straight in and run in and bowl in
this cold weather,” stressed cap-
tain Waqgar Younis. "He needs
more time to get back into his
rhythm.

“It's very hard to say if he has
enough time to do that before the
Test and at the moment we are not
really sure about him.”

Pakistan are likely to make a
decision about whether he plays at
Canterbury after practice Friday,
but it is looking increasingly un-
likely he will feature at Lord's with
his place likely to be taken by ei-

ther Mohammad Sami, Abdur
Razzaq or Azhar Mahmood.
Wasim Akram and teenage

paceman Sami are set (o return to
the team, and all-rounders Abdur
Razzaq and Azhar Mahmood mm

be given further match practice.
Shoalb is not the only concern
for Pukistan ahead of Saturday s
fixture against Kent with few ol
their batsman showing any signs
of torm while their attack looked
Y
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SHOAIB AKHTAR

unconvincing over the last three
days against an under-strength

Derbyshire line-up.
Resuming 30 adrift on 66 for

two, Derbyshire were able to de-
clare on 247 for five with birthday
boy Matthew Dowman hitting an

unbeaten 145, although the tour-

ists helped during the latter stages
of his innings by introducing part-

time bowlers Imran Farhat and

Faisal Iqbal into the attack.

Pakistan finished the day on 63
for one with Yousuf Youhana,
promoted to opener to get time at
the crease, falling cheaply for four
once again to leave him without a
significant innings yet on the tour.

Inzamamul Haq, another
plaver short of time in the middle,
increased the tourists' concerns by
suffering a foot injury after slip-
ping in the shower last night and

turing  Wagqar,
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Shoaib unimpressive

although he failed to field today,
he is not rated doubtful for this
weekend's mateh.

"We still have a lot to do belore
we get to lLord's,” conceded
Wigar,

"We didn't get enough batting
i this match and we need more
time in the middle for players like
Youhana and Inzamam, but
hopefully that will happen in
Canterbury,

"The all-rounders also haven't
bowled any long spells yet, but
that is difficult in three day
matches and we will be looking to
do that in the next game,”

Having dismissed Derbyshire
for a lowly 116 on the opening day
with Saqlain Mushtaq claiming six
for 46, Pakistan's hopes were high
of repeating the feat today and
earning a timely victory.

But on a slow pitch which
seemed to have flattened out
during the course of the match,
Derbyshire found an attack fea-
Shoaib, Saqlain,
Raszaq and Mahmood — all ol
whom could feature at lord's —
relatively easy 1o overcone.

Waqar claimed t(wo wickets
while part-time bowler Farhat
trapped Dominic Cork leg before
as he attempted to sweep, but
other than those minor successes,
the day was dominated by Dow-
man on his 27th birthday.

Resuming on 15 overnight, he
raced to his half-century in only 89
deliveries and although he slowed
up in progressing to three figures,
he was eager to punish any loose
bowling and 15 boundaries in his
century.

He added two sixes and five
other boundaries when Pakistan's
joke' bowling was introduced, but
still showed enough composure 1o
remain unbeaten at the declara-
tion and give a glimpse of the lost
talent which once scored 267 for
England under-19s against Wesl
Indies eight years ago.

REUTERS, Bridgetown

Newcomer Justin Ontong has
been so well hidden in the South
African one-day team touring the
West Indies that some people may
not even have noticed him.

The 21-year-old spinner from
Paarl was given his debut after
frontline spinner Nicky Boje re-
turned to South Africa for repair
surgery to his left shoulder and has
looked entirely at home playing
international cricket.

As only the eighth non-white
player to appear for South African
at Test or one-day level, Ontong is
well aware that people may have
been ready to pay more attention
to the colour of his skin than the
level of his skill.

But it is that skill that has made
an impression in the West Indies.

Bowling a combination of leg
spinners and off breaks may be
daunting enough but to do so with
Ontong's control and accuracy is
little short of remarkable. He also

day domestic centuries to his
name this season.

His first impressions of inter-
national cricket are honest
enough. “"It's certainly a bit
tougher than anything I've played
before. It's the highest level there
is S0 you can't expect to just fit in.

"You have to adapt your game
in several areas and I'm still at that
stage. It's only the beginning ol my
career,” Ontong said before the
fifth match in the series at the
kensington Oval on Wednesday

"I didn't start too badly, | don't
think. but there is only one direc-
tion to go and that is from strength
to strength.”

The young all-rounder makes
no pretence about his state of
mind when he made his debut in
front of a raucous crowd at Sabina
Park in Jamaica two weeks ago.

“Very, very nervous. Who's not
nervous when they play for their
country for the first time? The
crowds are bigger than l've ever
seen, the pressure is much
greater...it was quite a shock.

“After I'd bowled my first ball |
felt a huge weight of pressure lift
off my shoulders. When the first
ball landed where it was supposed
to then | started breathing again.

Having started his career as a
specialist batsman Ontong turned
to bowling offspin some three
vears ago and only after that real-
ised that he could bowl, and con-
trol, leg spinners as well.

“It's strange batting at number
nine (for South Africa) because at
Boland I bat at number four or five
but thart is where | have to be be-
cause when yvou have Jacques
Kallis, Jonty Rhodes and all those
other players ahead of you there is
no point in thinking about moving
up the order.

“If I get a chance | want to be
ready to take it, though. You never
know maybe [I'll get a
chance..maybe I'll get a promo-
tion for one match.”

His other obvious attribute is a
level of speed and fielding skill
that stands out even in the South
African team.

“It's marvellous, it really it s,
Jonty is such a competitive crick-

——

bats a bit, with first class and one- -

eter and he and Herschelle (Gibbs)
set the example for the rest of the
team to follow. They get such a
vibe going and you just can't help
being swept along by it and filling
in.

JUSTIN ONTONG

118 very competitive.
Jonty's...alwavs plaving games
with us in the field, racing us to
the ball and then teasing us when
he wins; that kind of thing goes on
all the time.”

Ontong has had to make sig-
nificant changes to his bowling at
international level, particularly
given his natural tendency to at-
tack and look for wickets when-
ever possible.

His debut match, which South
Africa lost, could hardly have been

more intimidating.  The
were struggling and Ontong was
brought on to bowl to a Nuent-
looking Brian Lara

1 just thought to mysell ‘stick
to the basics, Justin, don't ftry
anything  fancy’ “here..you're
bowling to one of the best players
in the world’. Luckily it worked for
me. | think the fact that I was still
so new and he hadn't seen much
of me counted in my favour. 1 just
hope | can do it again and con-
tinue from that experience.”

laatdrists

“There were moments when |
thought it was all a bit of a dream,
when | suddenly find inyself
playing for my country and bowl-
ing to Brian Lara. The pressure
might have got to me but that's
where vou have to learn to control
vourself and your emotions.”

Ontong admits that his rise to
fame came far sooner than he
dared to hope.

"In South Alrica there are so
many good players and I realise
that I am one of the lucky ones. It
must be the dream of every young
cricketer to play for his countn
and [ was no exception,

"Cricket has been my first love
for as long as [ can remember and

it will always be my first love. | can |

honestly say that [ really did
dream ol playing for South Alrica
so it really is a dream come true. |
love being in the squad, I love the
camaraderie...I'm just so happy.”

Rome on May 10.
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Spaniard Alex Corretja in action against Australian Lleyton Hewitt dur-
ing the third round match of the Masters Series tennis tournament in
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Seeds saunter

AI:P, Henine

Top seed Gustavo Kuerten ol Bra-
zil outclussed Argentina's 15th-
ranked Franco Squillart 6-1, 6-2
Friday to book a place in the
quarterfinals of the 2.45-million-
dollar Tennis Masters Series,

Kuerten, a victor here in 1999
and the reigning French Open
champion, produced another
assertive performance to down his
fellow Latin American and set up a
last eight meeting with Spain's
10th seed Alex Corretja.

Corretja, also a lormer cham-
pion in Rome, booked his place in
the next round after Kuerten by
beating seventh-seeded Australlan
Lleyton Hewitt 7-6 (7/2), 6-4 in a
malch that had been halted by
rain on Thursday.

Kuerten, meanwhile, did not
even manage to gel on court
Thursday but wasted no time on
Friday, blitzing Squillari and
proving that the injury that had
ruled him out of the recent ATP
event in Barcelona was behind
him.

After struggling in his first.
round clash with Croatian quali-
fier Ivan Ljubicic Kuerten, dubbed
‘Guga’, has got his act together,
thrashing Michael Chang of the
United States 6-1, 6-1 in round
two and Squillari too posed few
problems on the Brazilian's pre-
ferred clay surface.

Defeat won’t dim
Martina’'s will

AEP, Berlin

I'he record-breaking statistics
167 singles titles, including 18
Grand Slams, 1,438 career wins 1n
singles and more than 20 million
dollars in prize money - would
normally mean a well-earned re-
(rrement.

But for Martina Navratilova
there's one thing statistics can

never alter - the will to win.

And no matter that she will
turn 45 in October, the Czech-
born legend is still looking forward
to a glorious final chapter before
she eventually decides to bid a
definitive farewell to the game she
has graced with such distinction.

Navratilova won her last sin-
gles title in 1994 at the Paris indoo
event, but she is still going strong
on the doubles circuit.

And even Thursday's second-
round doubles loss alongside
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario at the
German Open can't hold back her
undimmed enthusiasm for com-
petition.

Having returned to the lour
last vear Navratilova, who won
nine Wimbledon singles crowns

| four US, three Australian and two

French Opens, said defeat here al
the hands of Bulgarian Lubomira
Bacheva and Swede Asa Carlsson

" would not stop her going for glon

. —

l

at Roland Garros and Wimbledon
this summer.

"The motivation is still to have
fun, to play as well as possible,”
asserted Navratilova, who says she
feels fitter than she has done tor
the past two years and who
reached the final alongside San-
chez-Vicario at Amelia [sland ear-
lier this year.

"I am moving better. 1 had
more time this vear to prepare,”
explained Navratilova, still looking
as trim as she did at the height of
her powers.

"1 think that on any given day
we can beat anybody. I think we
can win a championship.”

Green goes against
[AAF’s proposals

*'\.] l‘, (scika

American  sprint  star - Maurice
Greene flired oll another salvo at
proposals by the International
Amateur  Athletic  Federation
[MAAF) to change lalse start rules.

Greene said lrday the pro-
posed rule change by the sport's
governing body to disqualify ath-
letes after one false start instead ol
lwo In any event under 400m
could ruin an athletics meet.

‘1 really don’t think it would be
a good idea for them to put in the
one lalse start rule for the athletes
because it will lessen the meet-
ing,” Greene said in Osaka on the
¢ve of the Japanese Grand Prix.

“When you have a group of
athletes who are there to compete
and very eager (o run, you false
start sometimes.

"And if you are building the
meet around an event or a couple
ol athletes, if one of those athletes
lalse starts vou have no meel
then,” the Sydney Olympic 100m
pold medallist said.

The changes will be tested at
IAAE Grand Prix Il events this year,
prior to the World Championships
N August.

“Also, the fans that came and
paid to watch these athletes run
will not get what they paid for. So |
dont think it would be a very good
thing,” the world's fastest man
added.

Greene's Trinidadian training
partner and Olympic silver medal-
list Ato Boldon, has also slammed
the proposals saving they will lead
to slower races.

And, last weekend, Olympic
decathlon legend Daley Thomp-
son added his voice 1o the chorus
ol disapproval saving the onc
strike and out rule would put ad-
ditional pressure on competitors

I and detract from the event,
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Justine Henin of Belgium plays a forehand return against American Venus Williams during their German
quarterfinal match in Berlin on May 10.
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Henin halts Williams

l/(/] Tennis

I\I-P. [arl i

e ———————————————

l'op seed Martina Hingis hopes ol
lifting the German Open crown
and consolidating her position as
world number one received a
boost on Thursday when biggest
rival Venus Williams crashed out
of the 1.2 million-dollar event
here, beaten 6-1, 6-4 by Belgian
teen Justine Henin,

Hingis breezed into the quar-
terfinals with a straightforward 6-
3, 6-1 dismissal of unseeded
Nathalie Dechy of France and was
then able to sit back while second
seed Williams slid out in her Ihi
13min tie against 12th seed Henin.

[hird seed Jenniter Capriati ol
the United States took over Wil-
liams' mantle of second favourite
as the Australian Open champion
steered past French 13th
Sandrine Testud 6-2, 7-6 (8/6)

Reigning champion Conchifa
Martinez Spain
Paola Suarez ol
(7/2), 6-0 and now meets Capriati

Hf‘t'Li
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Elsewhere., last vear s finalist
Amanda Coetzer of South Alfrica
reached the quarters by  edeing

Mechann  Shaughnesss ol the
Uinited States 6-3, 7-h (7710, 1o set
up o meeting  with  Amehe
Moanresmo of France the tonrth
i

Both Olvmpic champion Wil
liams and Henin, at 18 two vears
her junior, mixed the brilliant with
the awful- but there was sufficient
extra lustre to the Belgian blonde’s
game (o see her through on her
fourth match point.

Henin gives Williams an 18-
centimetre height advantage - but
the American, given the nickname
Black Magic Woman' by the Ger-
man press, was unable to conjure
anything like her usual power as
she succumbed amid a welter of
unforced errors

Williams took
sophically.

defeat philo-

It's back to the drawing board.
For me any loss is a bad loss,” she
said while denving she had fitness
problems despite playing with a
strapped knee

\sked about the impact on her
chances of dislodging Hingis as
world number one
an lmposing
Williams

helort !: [

with the Swiss

(91 points ahead
who will not now play

l'rench Opean at the

end of the month, said simply:
“It's not my main concern.”

Henin, whom Willilams de-
scribed as a potential world num-
ber one, was circumspect after her
win.

"Today's a big success. Maybe
in the past when I played top play-
ers | was a bit afraid and showed
them too much respect. Today |
knew I could win.”

takes on (ierman
wildcard Miriam Schnitzer, who
ousted Czech qualifier Denisa
Chladkova 7-5, 6-3.

Earlier, Hingis, champion here
two vyears ago, brushed 48th-
ranked Dechy aside for the fourth
time in as many meetings and
looks to be adjusting quite happily
to life, having dropped her mother
ds l"li.’l’ coach fnr the second fime.

Heninnow

Hingis next meets Spanish
eighth seed and 1995 champion
\rantxa Sanchez-Vicario, who
steered past Slovakian qualifier
Ludmila Cervanova 6-3, 1-6, 6-3.
Mauresmo booked the final
quarter-hinal berth and a matitch
against Coetzer with a 6-1, 4-6, 6-0

defeat of Switzerland's Patty
Schnvder

Worth a million

EY Y Cricket

INTERNET, undated

[he answer to the million-dolla
quustion, according to Australian
captain Steve Waugh, is Brett Lee.
Lee, the world's fastest bowler
and, increasingly, the bright, fresh
face ol Australian cricket, is the
man Waugh believes will be thi
lirst plaver to earn a million d
lars a season from an
Cricket Board contract
'he ACB and the Australian
Cricketers Association have signed
a four-year memorandum of un
derstanding that both parties say
will produce a payment ol one
million dollars to Australia’s high-
est-paid player within the next two
years. Although, as Waugh con-
tended, some Australian
cricketers long ago topped the
million-dollar mark through en-
dorsement carnings oultside
cricket, a seven-ligure ACB con-
tract remains a significant mile-
stone for players and administra-
tors alike
'l think we've already had a
couple of million-dollar men off
the'hield. The guvs are doing pretty
well,” Waugh said. "But Brett Lee
would have to be pretty
odds, I'd think.”
It is hoped the very idea ol a

Ausirahian

shaorl

dolla will creat:
cxcitement within the
voung sporismen lor

m (o make cricket their hirst-
NOICe career sporL

While attracting players is one
thing, 35-vear-old Waugh does nol
believe the lure of big bucks will
encourage cricketers to stay in the
game f[or the money alone

Money shouldn’t influencc
how long vou play,” he said. "If
someone’s playing for money their
performances won't be up to the
scratch, and if I'm not good
enough I don't want to be there.

Just the same, he has no prob-
lems with the hard-working play-
CES TCCUIVIITE &l iner ased share ol
the ACB's nches

\ i |
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| hursday (o more ab
handling those responsibilities at a
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three-day leadership course at U

|‘l1|.'k"l.' culivee, | e ‘{ilktliM_‘]'\ 1
cluded ngh-=prol yusiness lead-
ors and Licutenant-General Peter

(.oserove ol the Austrahhan Arm:

Increasingly it is responsibili-
ties off the feld that occupy the
}‘*L]}t'[\. Ihat's where Lee ]H‘u“ﬂi_l‘h
such a valuable commodity o1
Australian cricket.

\Iready he is the frontman tol
television advertisements for one
MBS \n

ol the Major Sponsors

wi'Ll and hs 1-|u|n['~.w‘|h nis r1ut-lL]l‘

of crickel top a million dollars.

But when time permits, the
man tipped to become the game s
richest plaver still works lor a
modest wage selling men s suits al
a shop in Sydncy's Centrepoint
arcade, just as he did as a 19-year-
old ShefMield Shield player. It does
not hurt his image that he does so

ut of loyaltv to

e ¢ ;[T'ti_"ll'f"_.xr who tHL"*'.Ji,l:;_:L‘d
his Medgling crickel career.

Of Lee's teammates considered
likelv millionaires. vice-captain
Adam Gilchrist is almost the
same league. Gilchrist already gets
a bonus payment as vice-captain,

in

and will earn another bonus
should he succeed Waugh as cap-
Lain.

rhe Australian wicketkeeper,
like Lee, is a crowd-pleaser oul 1n

the middle. and, like Lee, he 1s a
nersonable character with a read)
And Gilchnst has a
string of endorsement deals

L.ee, though, can enter a dilfer-
ent sphere il he takes England by
storm. much as Shane Wamne did
in 1993. in this vear's Ashes senes.

Much ill'i,‘lr'l"i-..ii on his fitness,
and in that regard Lee is looking
good

Fhe surgerv on his right elbow,
which kept him out of the tour ol
India. was a success and his recov-
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