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Visualising Chhinya Patra

Noazesh Ahmed captures the Tagore s world depicted in his Ietters to his niece

FAYzAa HAQ

R Noazesh Ahmed, sitting at
Alliance Francaise, where
he presented his slides on
Tagore's letters to his niece, says," |
began my photography in my early
schooldays i.e. when | was a stu-
dent of class VII. At that time |
belonged to the 'Mukul Fauj' with
Quamrul Hasan whowas ourCin C,
and | did a lot of photography for that
that institution. Later | progressed to
more creative photography in '48
when | was preparing for Metric.
That year one of my photographs
were included in the
Commonwealth exhibition at
London. This gave me more impe-
tus. Meanwhile, my elder brother
Naibuddin Ahmed and Amanul Huq
encouraged me further. My photo-
graphs were used for the cover of
'Eelan’, a magazine of Radio
Pakistan. At the agricultural college
where | studied , there were many
idyllic scenes here and there so that
I had many subjects of nature.
Asked to talk about his rise to
fame and his books on photography,
Dr Ahmed says," Before going to
USA, in 1953, as a student of agri-
cultural college there was an exhibi-
tion of Naibuddin Ahmed , Amanul
Huqg and my photographs and one of
the education officer being
impressed by my work, | got the
Fullbright scholarship for agronomy.
The pictures helped me. When in
USA . at the Oklahoma State
University and later at the
Wisconsin Medicine campus there
was an exhibition called 'The
Portrait of America' organized by the
Museum of Modern Art, Life and
Time magazines . They invited a
few foreign phtogrphers for their
contribution of how they look at
American life . Thiswas in '57 when |
was doing my doctorate thesis on
genetics.

" | sent three photographers to
the sponsors and the one on Lake
Mandota was selected and exhib-
ited along with top photographers
like Ansell Adams m Ernest Hass
Gordon Parks and Elphinston Eliot.
The top American photographers
were at that time attached to 'Life'
magazine. | overnight | became a
student hero of 25 years who shook
hands with President Eisenhower at

Ratan.

Theriver Padma.

member of the American Society of
Photography and after that | had
many exhibitions in N.America with
'‘Camera Concept, USA'. From that
time | was abstract and surrealistic. |
made a series of photography called
'The World of TSEliot' and on the
American poets like Walt Whitman.

"Pakistan Times" Sunday maga-
zine used my pictures for their cover
pages with time. During the War of
Liberation, | resigned my post as the
Secretary of Pakistan Tea Board,
and joined the Liberation Movement
in USA and London promoting the
cause for Bangladesh. | took many
photographs based on the Freedom
Movement , including those of
Sheikh Mujib. Most of the
Americans asked us 'What is
Bangladeshhow do you differ from
Pakistanis and Indians?

We had no books or photographs
and | had only 50 to 60 slides with
me to show. A that time | was work-
ing for the World Bank, Washington
DC and I decided to come home and
make a book on Bangladesh. | than
made the book 'Bangladesh' which
published in 1975 but the killing of
Mujib stopped the publication. It
came out finally at the end of 1975

Bangladesh, not only for photogra-
phy but any other matter on that
theme. After that | brought out
another book, 'The Portrait of
Bangladesh' , and 'Wild Flowers of
Bangladesh'. | also held the exhibi-
tion 'Quest for Bangladesh' at the
Shilpakala Academy. Next | felt that |
should do something cinematic on
'Rabindrinath Tagore's Letters from
the River Padma’,

"These letters are written to his
niece, Indira Devi, that stretched
from 1887 to 1897 and comprised
252 pieces. | could not present all
the letters but thematically treated
his works. At that time Tagore was
not as famous as he was later and
still today. He was about 28 to 30
years old at that time.

| selected a few and took only
excerpts from them, part by part.
This slide show is known as
'Chhinno Patra' although Tagore
wrote them very systematically. It is
not easy to write so many letters to a
single person in course of that time.
These are one of the finest pieces of
Tagore's prose and they are lyrical.
He himself sometimes said that
perhaps his best work is 'Chhinno
Patra’.

ordinary people and the vastness of
the River Padma. Before his death,
Goethe had said, 'l want light, more
light. Tagore too had said , 'If some-
one asks me , before my death as to
what | want, | too will say, space and
more space'. The vastness of
Padma influenced Tagore's vision of

y to_capture

this feeling of immensity of nature.
Tagore also observed the common
people's life while he was on his
boat journeys. This included the
gypsies, bathers on the river bank.
He observed them and the peculiari-
ties of East Bengal at that time. |
tried to catch the images of natural
beaut the Ietters _ I

Agirl waiting for her father's return on the bank of river Padma.

between, to break the monotony |
also included excerpts of Tagor's
short stories, as Tagore wrote
several very important ones during
that time, which are mentioned in
the letters. This includes 'Khoka
Babur Prottabartan' where the
violent Padma River swept away a
child. The river can be very gentle
and sometimes quite violent.
Another famous story, which has
been treated by Sattyajit Rai too,
‘The Postmaster' has been mention
in three letters. | present the orphan
girl Rattan's tragedy. | present this
through minimal art with only ten
frames telling the entire story includ-
ing 'Meghorodra', the third story that
I've incorporated of which Giribala is
the heroine of this story. Atthe end a
few songs have also been put in.
These include pieces like "Aye
annanda joggey amar nimontran'
and made the programme and hour
long."

Speaking about the secret of
good photography, DrAhmed says,"
This is just like painting and you
must have the vision, feel the sensa-
tions around you, have the sense of
space and feeling for colour. You
must know how to handle the cam-

the skill.

one hatches."

Asked if he preferred colour to
black and white photography, Dr

Ahmed says,"

| began with black and white but
as I'm a naturalist colour is what |
favour. You may say that black and
white films are dramatic but I'm not
after a dramatic effect. The mono
colour doesn't present the world as it
is and doesn't present

continuity of

Photography is parallel to painting
and colour is important in painting

too."

Dwelling on his favourite photog-
raphers, DrAhmed concludes," | like
Ernest Hass who took beautiful
impressionistic photos of New York,
Gordon Parks who included poetic
interpretations of what we see,
Cartier Renoir, and Eugene Smith."

George Bernard Shaw,
incidentally, never wanted to be
Shakespeare
Michaelangelo.He began painting
but as it didn't suit him, he moved to
the camera box but as he was a
failure there too so he commented,
'A photographer is like a codfish,
laying millions of eggs of which only

but

the full
the frames.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Chhayanaut

On the occasion of Rab-indrajoyonti,
Chhayanaut will hold a programme

at the

British Council auditorium

today at 7 in the evening. After the
Ramna Batamul bomb blast on
Pohela Boishakh this is
Chhayanaut's first programme.

Theatre

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
has organised a week-long theatrical
shows from May 6 to 12 at Shawkat
Osman Auditorium of the National
Public Library Directorate, Shahbag.
Seven theatre groups from across
the country are due to take partin the
programme.

Photography
Show

A solo photography exhibition by
AlbertKhan s now being held at Arial
Centre, House # 15, Road # 7,
Dhanmondi. The show runs from 2 to
8 p.m. daily till May 12.

Satyajit Ray
Retrospective

Satyajit Ray Retrospective
organised by Zahir Raihan Film
Society is now being held at the
auditorium of the High Commission
of India at Road No. 2, Dhanmondi.
Screening schedule:
Mahanagar(The big city) and
Pratidawandi(The Adversary) on
May 11 at 3:00 & 6:00 p.m.
respectively. Seemabaddha
(Company Limited) and JanaAranya
(The Middle Man) on May 12 at 3:00
& 6:00 p.m. respectively. Goopy
Gyne Bagha Byne(The adventures
of Goopy and Bagha) and Hirak
Rajar Deshe (The Kingdom of
Diamonds) on May 18 at 3:00 & 6:00
p.m.respectively.

International School,

Show

A week-long photography exhibition
featuring natural beauty of the
Sunderbans is now being held at

Plot# 80,

Block# E, Basundhara, Dhaka. The
show will come to an end today at

and it was the first book on "His main theme is nature, erawell, in fact, have a mastery over 8:00p.m.
the Rose Garden. Later | became a Ratan from Postmaster. ry
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