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Norman in

Y jignominy

AP, Rome

Magnus Norman arrived as ltalian
Open delending champion fecling
a bit down on himself.

Bul the 24-year-old Swede sank
even deeper, losing his first round
match in Rome in straight sets to
Vincenzo Santopadre, the ATP's
180th ranked player.

“Nothing seems to be going my
way,” said Norman on Monday,
alter yet another early exit. “I'm
going a terrible period. | don't
know how 1o come out of this
situation, I'm devastated.”

it was the filth straight tour-
nament in which the Swede has
not managed (o get past the sec-
ond round.

The courts at the Foro Italico
court darkened under thick
clouds, and the red clay damp-
ened under hard rains. But it was
an especially dreary day for Nor-
man, who only a year ago col-
lected his biggest tournament win
on the same Centre Court.

Norman, the No. 5 seed, suf-
fered another bruising to his con-
fidence, falling 6-4, 6-3 to San-
topadre, an Italian wildcard entry,

With the sun out Tuesday, play
began early with Russia's Yevgeny
Kafelnikov advancing in his first-
round match when Romanai's
Andrei Pavel withdrew in the sec-
ond set with back problems.

Kafelnikov was leading 7-5, 3-1,
when Pavel pulled out.

On Monday, Norman didn’
attribute the loss to the solid play
of Santopadre, who fired 24 win-
ners, including well-disguised
drop shots that left the Swede
charging at second or third
bounces.

“It was all me,” Norman said
minutes after sending an easy
backhand wide on match point,
the last of his 30 unforced errors.

“l played one of the worst
matches of my career.” Were there
any physical or technical prob-
lems?” No, it's all in my head. I
don’t know what o do. I'm play-
ing very well in practice but when 1
step on the court and see the um-
pire. 1 get very fight and can't
move my feet.”

The precise play which won
him last year’s tournament and
brought him to the French Open
finals has lagged in recent months.
“This is one of the worst moments
of my career,” he concluded.

Santopadre won the only other
head-to-head showdown with
Norman in a 1998 march on clay in
Bournémouth, England.

“l'knew | had to keep him from
playing his game,” said the 30-
vear-old ltalian. “Otherwise, he
can be deadly.”

But after reaching the finals of
the Sydney tournament in Janu-
ary, Norman has let his opponents
get the better of him.

Last vear, Norman was on top
of his game in Rome, bealing Bra-
zil's Gustavo Kuerten in four sets
in the final of the annual Foro
[talico allair, and moving 1o the
top of the ATP rankings.

Akhtar

FROM PAGE 13

his third over by cutting one back
to bowl Steve Titchard for 11 and
reduce Derbyshire to 44 for two.

Sutton was next to go after
batting for an hour and a half
when he was caught by Imran
Farhat off spinner Saglain Mush-
taq for 26.

Matthew Dowman struck six
boundaries as he and Stephen
Basson held Grm until lunch and

4 added another following the re-

start before Akhtar dismissed him
for 36.

Cork had to jab down hurriedly
on the next delivery as the 'Rawal-
pindi Express’ picked up speed,
but Bassano had no answer as he
was trapped in front for 17.

Worse was to come for Derby-
shire as wicketkeeper Rashid Latif
accepted a thin edge from the
bowling of Saglain to remove Karl
Krikken for a duck before the um-
pires decided the light was not
good enough 1o continue.

SCOREBOARD

Scarehoard on the first dav of the
three-day tour match belween
Derbyshire and Pakistan Tuesday:
DERBYSHIRE: First Innings

L. Sutton ¢ Farhat b Saglain 26
S Stubbings ¢ Inzamam b Wagar 8

S Titchard b Razzaq )
M Dowman b Akhtar 36
C Bassano Ibw b Akhtar 17
D Cork Ibw b Saglain 27
K Krikken ¢ Lauf b Saglain 0
N Dumelow c¢ IFarhat b Saglain 6
T Smith not out 6
T Lungley b Saglain 0
. Wharton not oul 0
Extras: (b-5, Ib-10, nb-6) 2]

Total: (For 9 wkis in 58.1 overs) 158

Fall of wickers: 1-17, 2-44, 3-62,
4-103, 5-108, 6-115, 7-131, 8-158,
9-158

4

Bowler e R W
Wagar 6.1 R i NI |
Akhiar A )
Razzaq bl - 266 30 |
Mahmood 7 [ <28 0
Saglain s Sa 3% 2
Farhat AT ) R R

PAKISTAN: Mohammad Wasim,
Salim Elahi, Faisal Igbal, Inzama-
mul Hag, Yousuf Youhana, Rashid
latl, Wagar Younis (captain),
Shoaib Akhtar, Abdur Razzaq,
Saglain Mushtaq, Azhar Mah-
mood,

Umpires: A Clarkson and P Willey.
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War-weary Afghanistan sent its
lirst cricket team on its first tour
luesday,

But getting 1o Pakistan wasn't
easy.

The cricketers had to push and
shove their way to the giant steel
gates that separates the (wo
countries,

They waded through hundreds
of their fellow countrymen, who
were trying to get to Pakistan to

a bitter and protracted civil war.
The team arrived wearing the
traditional shalwar kameez, baggy
pants and a long tunic, sporting
beards - demanded by the ruling
Taliban - and wearing the flowing
turban, also required attire by the
ruling militia.
And they were ready to play
crickel.
“We are a good team. This is
our hirst tour and we will show that
our players are talented,” said
Allah Dad Noori, team captain.
Cricket came only recently (o
Alghanistan, brought there by
refugees returning home from

escape a devastating drought and

cricket-crazy Pakistan.

Two former Pakistani lesl
cricketers, Farukh Zaman, who
also is an international cricket
referee, and Rehmat Gul  wel-
comed the young team on its first
tour.

At the request of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council Zaman last
year spent several weeks coaching
Alghan cricketers.

As well the Afghan team is
seeking  international  deicket
membership, along with Binstan,
Maldives, South Korea and Hah-
rain, said Noori.

The 1CC, which is giving
equipment to equipment to the
impoverished Afghan team, will bd
sending delegation to the war-
battered nation within the next
one year belore deciding on Af-
ghanistan’'s membership request,
he said.

Afghan cricketers arrived in
Pakistan with the permission of
the ruling Taliban, a hardline Is-
lamic militia that has imposed a
harsh brand of rule on the 95 per
cent of the country it controls.

In Afghanistan most forms of
light entertainment are outlawed
as against the tenets of Islam.
Many sports also have been dis-
couraged by hardline Taliban

Afghans break new ground

olliclals who say it distracts the
young [Fom prayer.

But not cricket, says Noori.

“The Taliban have recognised
cricket as a sport: We have no
problem with the Taliban, rather
they are encouraging us,” he said.

There are only two cricket
pitches in the war-shattered Af-
ghan capital of Kabul. Last year
Pakistan donited a roller to make
new pitches, said Noori.

“There is a wrong impression

that the Taliban have banned
sports,”  said  Maulvi  Abdul
Rehman, vice-president of Afl-

ghanistan’s Olympic Committee,
“We are encouraging the healthy
activities but in accordance with
our religion and traditions.”

The tour, which is a club level
tour, will include matches in Pe-
shawar, the capital of Pakistan's
Northwest frontier Province that
borders Afghanistan and Rawal-
pindi, which neighbours the fed-
eral capital of Islamabad.

“Right now the Afghan team is
at the club level,” said Zaman.

But with practice and equip-
ment, Noori said his team could
be world class.

“Given the opportunity we
could play in the cricket World
Cup and win,” he said.
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AFP, London

Benson and Hedges cup holders
Gloucestershire — who cemented
their quarterfinal berth  at the
weekend — were handed a hame
tie with Durham after Sunday's
matches were completed.
Somerset will take on York-
shire, while Sussex meet Surrey
and Nottinghamshire are due to
play Warwickshire. One of the
malches will take place on May 22,
with the other three going ahead
the following day.

The fourth tie sees Notting-
hamshire host Warwickshire.
Everyone went home happy at
Headingley as Yorkshire and Dur-
ham both qualified, with the hosts
prevailing by 30 runs.

Durham did enough in defeat
— 227 for four in reply to 257 for
seven — to edge out Leicestershire
from the northern section.
Yorkshire had the bartting of

‘ Darren Lehmann and Anthony

McGrath to thank for pushing
their run rate up sufficiently to
reach the quarter-finals by the
back door.

Yorkshire's [ine batting return
owed much to a 115-run third-
wicket stand between Lehmann
(88) and McGrath (43).

[Having been put in on a sunny
morning, Michael Vaughan and
David Byas gave their team a 71-
run opening stand.

Despite Michael Gough's 58
and Danny Law's unbeaten 57
later in the innings it was soon
obvious Durham would fall short
of victory.

But an unbroken 101-run fifth-
wicket stand between [aw
dropped in the deep by Gary Fel-
lows on six before hitting seven
fours and two sixes in his 40-ball
hall-century — and Jon Lewis (45
not out) kept Yorkshire sweating.

Leicestershire scored a 21-run
success over Derbyshire at Grace
Road — but missed out on qualifi-
calion on run rate.

Nottinghamshire beat Lanca-
shire by seven wickers at Trent
Bridge to maintain their 100 per
cent record at the top of the group
and set up the home draw with
Warwickshire,

In the Midland/West/Wales
Division, there was an exciling
linish at New Road as Warwick-
shire edged out Worcestershire by
one wicket. '

In the battle of the battom two,
Northamprtonshire beat winless
Glamorgan by ecight wickets at
Cardiff.

At Taunton, Somerset set up
the home clash with Yorkshire by
beating neighbours Gloucester-
shire by 108 runs at Taunton.

In the Southern Division, Essex
beat Middlesex bv 71 runs at
Chelmsford. .

Essex won the (oss and chose
(o bat, amassing 232 from their 50
overs. England captain Nasser

Gloucs given home draw

Hussain (41), Stephen Peters (48)
and Ashley Cowan (45) led the run
charge, with Chad Keegan taking
three wickets for 51,

Stephen Fleming made 73 for
the visitors but received precious
little support as the Essex attack
shared the wickets around. Tim
Mason finished with three for 40
while Ronnie Irani, Andrew
McGarry and gold award winner
Paul Grayson all took two apiece.

Al West End, qualifiers Sussex
piled on the misery for Hamp-
shire, winning by 60 runs.

At Canterbury, Kent won
high-scoring game with Surrev ‘by
one run.

Kent won the toss and totalled
265 for nine, with wicketkeeper
Paul Nixon (65 not out), James
Hockley (55) and Robert Key (45)
did the damage, with the latter
putting on 102 for the second
wicket.

Alec Stewart top-scored with 92
for Surrey, while other decent
contributions most notably
from Ben Hollioake (50 not out)
made for an exciting finish, which
Kent came out on top of.

B & H CUP DRAW

English Benson and Hedges one-
day cricket cup draw on Monday:
Gloucestershire v Durham :
Sussex v Surrey

Somerset v Yorkshire
Nottinghamshire v Warwickshire
Maiches to be played on May 22
and 23,

Procter thinks
the world of
Kemp

REUTERS, Bridgetown

Former national coach Mike
Procter believes South Africa have
unearthed a special talent in all-
rounder Justin Kemp,

The Eastern Province player
impressed with the ball in Sun-
dav's one-day international vic-
tory over West Indies, removing
both openers in his first four overs
and returning figures of three for
54 in South Africa's eight wicket
win in Grenada.

"He could be awesome one
day. He is a special talent,” Procter
said on Monday.

The 23-year-old, who made his
test and one-day international
debuts against Sri Lanka in Janu-
ary, may have to bide his time to
win a regular place in the team.

But with injuries to all-
rounders Jacques Kallis and Lance
Klusener, he is set to keep his
place for the fifth match of the
series on Wednesday.

Kemp has yét to make an im-
pact at the top level with the bat
after coming in at number ten in
his last two test matches.

He is no tail-ender though,
having scored 188 in South Africa’s
premier first class compelition
shortly before travelling to the
Caribbean. '

"I v never batted so low in my

life, not in any team at any age,”

“he said. "It's quite an education
with the ball so much softer, the

pitch scafled up and the bowlers
sciting different fields. But I need
the experience and I'm learning all
the time."

South Alrica's quest for the
fourth victory that would clinch
the seven-match one-day series
has been disrupted by injuries to
Klusener and Kallis.

Back-to-back wins in Grenada
al the weckend put the tourists 3-1
ahead alter the home side won the
opening match in Jamaica nine
days ago.

Kallis missed the fourth game-

alter straining his right calf and is
rated no more than 50-50 to re-
cover in time for Wednesday's
match at the Kensington Oval.
Klusener has already been
ruled out alter stretching a groin
muscle in the second match in
@renada on Sunday and will have
to wait until Trinidad on Saturday
at the earliest to make his return.

Rafter back

in action soon
AFP, Sydney

Keqrootball .

AFP, Banghok

French beach football captain and
former Manchester United  star
Eric Cantona arrived Monday in
Thailand, where he will play in a
gala beachfront maich later this
week.

Welcomed by applause from
fans and local reporters at Bang-
kok's Oriental Hotel, Cantona said
he was overjoyed at the “strong
reception”.

"I didn't see any
supporters,” he joked.

Cantona, 34, recently crowned
the best player in Manchester
United history, has become one of
the principal ambassadors of
beach football, a sport that could
be included in the 2008 Olympic
Games.

"I hope that everyone who
comes together to support the
sport (beach football) leaves en-
chanted because it's a very spoc-
tacular sport,” he said at a press
conlerence.

Cantona is in Thailand "for the
promotion of beach soccer in a
country, a continent where | think
the sport could perhaps be devel-
oped”.

The focus of Cantona’s visit is

O’Leary at
aloss

AFP, 1 ondon

Lecds boss David O'Leary admit-
ted Monday he was “shocked” by
UEFA's decision to impose a
three-match  European ban on
midficlder Lee Bowyer,

Bowyer will miss their Cham-
pions League semi-final second-
leg clash with Valencia on Tues-
day, after European soccer's gov-
erning body hit him with a three-
match suspension for stamping on
Valenica midfielder Juan Sanchez
during last Wednesday's goalless
[irst leg at Elland Road.

A UEFA disciplinary commis-
sion  announced the decision
Monday and although Leeds can
appeal, 24-year-old Bowyer, who
has six goals 1o hi# credit during
this season’s Champions League
competition, will not be eligible 1o

Liverpool

| play in Tuesday's game.

to gather with a "French selec-
tion”, "including Pascal Olmeta,
Vincent Guerin and his brother
Joel, in a match against "a beauti-
ful team from Thailand" at a
Bangkok sports complex Saturday
night. :

But before taking to the beach
for the game, Cantona will spend a
few days visiting another beach at
the seaside resort of Pattaya, south
of Bangkok.

Thais are deeply passionate
about football and are particularly
caplivated by the English Premier
League, which is widely covered

in Thailand

on local television.

In Bangkok and ‘Singapore, as
much as in Liverpool and Man-
chester, young fans wear their
favourite team'’s jersey like a“sec-
ond skin.

Some shops in Bangkok spe-
cialise almost exclusively in British
football paraphernalia and souve-
nirs, including jerseys, videos and
posters.

Of all the Britush teams that
have enthralled Asian fans, it has
been Manchester United that has
capitalised most on the lucrative
[ootball industry in the region.

PHOTO AFP
Former Manchester United star Eric Cantona Is being presented with the
key of Pattaya from its Governor yesterday, ;

Dual US Open champion Pat Raf-
ter will make a comeback to ten-
nis in two weeks, playing singles
and doubles at the World Team
Cup in Dusseldorf, Germany, his
manager said Tuesday.

Rafter has been sidelined with
an elbow injury since retiring from
his Davis Cup singles match in
Brazil on April 6 and will use the
lournament as his only lead-up to
the French Open starting on May
28. -

Rafter will team with fellow
Australian Lleyton Hewitt for the
Team Cup, which does not offer
any ATP tour points.

From there he will play one or
two lead-up grasscourt tourna-
ments to Wimbledon with a spell
scheduled before an assault on the
US hardcourt season.

Brother and manager Steve
Rafter said his brother hadn't de-
liberately scaled back his tourna-
ments, it was more a case of last
vear's Wimbledon finalist "peak-
ing at the right time”,

“Everything's fine as far as we
can tell, his rehab's been good and
he's ready to go," said Steve Ralter
here Tuesday.

"He doesn't have a lot of time
to play before the French but he'll
do his best."

Rafter said his brother hadn't
elaborated on his long-term future
in the game and didn't want to be
drawn on whether he would stick
to his word and retire at the end ol
the vear.

"He's  just a year-by-year
proposition al this stage," Ralter
said.

At the end of the year he'll as-
sess 1t As a family we don't talk to
him about it, we let the likes ol
Rochey (Tony Roche) and Newk
(John Newcombe) talk to him."

Berasategui
bids adieu

AFP, Madrid

A month ahead ol his 28th birth-
day Spain's Alberto Berasategui on
Monday announced his retire-
ment from professional tennis,

The clay court specialist and
former world number seven won
4.6 million dollars over his ten-
year carcer, reaching the 1994
French Open final and winning 14
singles and doubles titles.

The decision comes after a wild
card entry at Barcelona last month
resulted in a first round defeat.

Berasategui bowed (o the in-
evitable after repetitive Injurics
kept him from training and o
string ol young Spanish stars ¢n-
tered the professional tircuit,

Henin pulls thru’

KC A Tennis

AFP, Berlin

Belgian teen Justine Henin sur-
vived a tough examination from
South Alrica’s Joannette Kruger on
Monday belore moving into the
second round of the 1. 18-million-
dollar German Open, a warm-up
lor the French Open in three
weeks time,

Henin, with two titles to her
name already this season and une
of the game's emerging stars at 18,
started slowly before digging deep
10 win 4-6, 6-2, 6-2 alter recover-
ing from a break down in the sec-
ond set,

World number 18 Henin, who
burst on the scene by winning her
debut WTA Tour event at Antwerp
lwo years ago, had beaten 27-year-
old Kruger for the loss of just two
games on her way to winning the
Gold Coast title in January and
then won Canberra a week later.

But here she initially struggled
to find her focus before shaking off
her lethargy and moving throygh
the gears to sweep the second and
third sets,

‘I wasn't really concentrating
In the first set but I was more ag-
gressive aflterwards,” said Henin.

"The main thing was the win,
It's tough for me on this surface,”
added the blonde youngster.

Other first day winners in-
cluded Patty Schnyder of Switzer-
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American tennis star Venus Williams walks her dog across a court in

Berlin yesterday. Williams is current|

German Open.

y in the German city to part in the

land and Japan's Ai Sugiyama,
who scored straightforward wins
over Germany's Bianka Lamade
and ltaly’'s Rita Grande.

But the 94th edition of the
event, the fourth oldest in the
women's game behind Wimble-
don, and the US and Canadian
Opens, was keeping its powder dry
on the opening day with all the
star names benefiting from first-
round byes.

With the French Open looming
the key question is who can stop
the effervescent Venus Williams,
who sauntered her way to glory in
Hamburg at the weekend and who
in so doing has thrown down the
gauntlet to top Berlin seed Mar-
tina Hingis.

Hingis, entering her 189th
week as world number one -
spread over five spells at the top of
the pile - now meets ltaly’s Tathi-
ana Garbin, who crushed Lilia
Osterloh of the United States 6-3,
6-1.

Sugiyama set the ball rolling on
Centre Court by ousting Grande 6-
3, 6-4 with a performance which
was polished in the opening set
but less so in the second, where
she twice dropped serve.,

"It’s hard to adapt to the clay -
but I am very keen (o improve my
singles ranking,” said 25-yearsold
Sugiyama, ranked number one in
doubles and who now has to plot
the downfall of 1995 champion
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario of Spain.

Joining the 47th-ranked Japa-
nese in the next round alongside
Garbm and Schmvder, a 7-5, 7-5
winner over Lamade, was Spanish
| 3th seed Magui Serna, who saw
oll Russia’s Tatiana Panova 6-4, 6-
2, while another Spaniard, Gala
Leon Garcia, ousted Meilen Tu of
the United States 3-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Leon Garcia next faces last
vear’s finalist Amanda Coetzer of
South Africa.

Marta Marrero, a French Open
quarter-finalist last year, gave
Spain a further boost when US
opponent Corina Morariu with-
drew with a foot injury, Marrero
lcading 7-5, 2-1.

Weekend rain ensured that
much ol Monday was taken up
with  outstanding  qualifving
malches to leave only seven f[irst
round matches completed.

Anywhere is home

l(/] Tennis

AFP, Berlin

Japan's Al Sugiyama started feel-
ing happier about her game dur-
ing the North American part of the
season after buying a house re-
cently in Tampa, Florida.

The move meant she could pul
down roots on both sides of the
world as she seeks to prop up a
singles ranking which has sagged
ol late as the 25-year-old has con-
centrated on rising to the top of
the doubles standings.

But there's no getting around
the fact that Europe is a long way
from both Tampa and her Japa-
nese base of Kanagawa - so Sugi-
yama says there's nothing for i
but to knuckle down and forget
home comforts in the run-up to
the French Open and Wimbledon.

"Having the house in Tampa
helps me to relax, as it's hard 1o
have a week off before a tourna-
ment,” explains Sugiyama, who
back in Japan helps to run an
academy for budding stars, in-
cluding 18-year-old latest discov-
ery Yuki Arai and Rika Fujiwara,
who has made the leap into the
top 200.

"It's a big challenge to find
your best tennis in Europe. But |
like it.

"Before 1 didn't like the clay-
court season but I started to feel
more comfortable last season. I'm
sure the work I've been putting in
doubles will pay off,” says Sugi-

yama, who won the US Open dou-
bles crown alengside Julie Halard-
Decugis of France and who now
stands atop the doubles standings.

"But it's hard to adapt. I enjoy
doubles of course but | need to
focus a bit more on singles and
improve my ranking. I'm not
happy with being ranked 47. My
goal is 1o get into the top 20 but |
want to be in the top ten.”

Sugiyama says she can take
comfort from her winning start
here and from the fact that she
reached the fourth round at the
Irench Open last year, her best
showing in Paris since her 1995
debut.

But the greatest motvation loi
Sugiyama is the recent emergence
of Shinobu Asagoe, who now
stands at number 55 and who
threatens her status as Japanese
number one.

Sugiyama confesses the
thought has struck her that Asagoe
might just be ready to knock her
off her domestic pedestal in the
coming months but sees the pos-
sibility more as her own fault than
down to her rival s merits.

"Sure, she's been coming up -
but really it's me who's been slid-
ing down

"Being national number one is
definitely a big motivation. I have
to pull out all the stops now. It's a
challenge to stay ahead,” Sugi-
yama insisted.

Back in Japan Sugiyama is a
part owner of a tennis academy
cum sports shop which rejoices in

the name of Belly Bufton - and
having slipped back after [irsl
breaking into the top 20 four years
ago she is only too well aware that
this summer is no time for navel-
gazing.

USA to play

host to India

AFP, New York

India and the United States will
play their Davis Cup qualifying
round tie September 21-23 al
Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
on the campus ol Wake Forest
Lniversity.

The United States Tennis Asso-
ciation announced their venue
choice here Monday as Joel Coli-
seum, where each nation will try
to remain in the 16-nation World
Group of the annual global men's
team tennis event.

The US team has swept all six
prior ties with India, including a 5-
0 sweep In 1994, their mosl recent
meeting.

Iindia, l"\pt‘&"'.l'ii 1o be led by
doubles stars leander Paes and
Mahesh Bhupathi, will play a US
tcam that sullered s hirst open-
ing-round loss in Davis Cup play
since 1993 when the Swiss In-
[licted a 3-2 upset.

Rising young standouts Andy
Roddick, who won his first two
ATP titles the past two weekends,
and Jan-Michael Gambill are ex-
pected to lead a US team cap-
tained by Pat McEnroc.
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