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Diplonyats of the European Union
cotntries have expressed concern
over the confrontational politics in
Bangladesh, saying political sta-
bilitv is the major condition for
continued development assistance
to the country.

“Democracy also means lis-
tening to opponents and doing
reasonable compromises,” Presi-
dent of the EU missions in Dhaka
Anders Johnson told the Meet-the-
Reporters programme of the

Dhaka Reporters Unity at its office
in the city yesterday.

Terming the upcoming general
election very crucial for Bangla-
desh, he said they wanted to see a
free, fair and peaceful election
with enhanced participation.

“The European Union (EU) is
closely watching political devel-
opments in Bangladesh and will
monitor the upcoming polls,” said
Johnson, also the Swedish ambas-
sador.

He said the EU was worried
about the current political con-

lrontation and acts of violence
Including assaults on journalists,
and asked the political parties to
show restraint. “The whole coun-
try is suffering due to acts of vio-
lence, which are also affecting the
development works. Development
alds depend on the country's im-
age.”

Referring to the recent meeting
between an EU delegation and the
chief  election commissioner,
Johnson told reporters that they
discussed proper observance of
the coming general election.

Confrontational politics worries EU envoys

Political stability major condition for continued aid, they iterate

Envovs of Britain, Germany,
France, Denmark, Italy, the Neth-
erlands and head’of the delegation
of the European Commission also
attended the programme, held on
the day before the Europe Day.

DRU President M Anwarul Haq
moderated the programme while
its General Secretary Motahar
Hossain Masum delivered the
welcome speech.

Ambassador of the Nether-
lands ] L ljzermans also echoed
the sentiment of his Swedish col-
league. “Yes, we would like to see

the polls held in a free, fair and
peaceful manner. We'll follow the
coming vote very closely because
we want to contribute to the
holding of a fair election.”

The Dutch envoy appreciated
the government move to grant
autonomy to the state-run radio
and TV but was worried at the
rising acts of assault on journal-
ists.

French

Ambassador Michel

Lummaux viewed that the jour-k

nalists had a very important role to
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

olice raid

den of
Mamun's
men

OUR CORRESPONDENT, (g

Chittagong  Metropolitan
vesterday raided a hill area of Ka-
lapania,
[AGONE cantonment (o arrest some
of the accomplices of terrorist
ward
Rashid Mamun.

Police

adjacent to the Chit-

commuissioner Mamunur

Police raided the area on re-

ceipt of information that 28 armed
cadres of Mamun Bahini are stay-
ing in a hideout of the hill area.

lHHowever, praver for taking

Mamun on remand for question-
ing was not made yesterday.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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A diagnosis of diagnostic centres In city

Fees vary with ‘commission’ for doctors

Naimur HaQ

Most diagnostic centres in the city
pay a hefty portion of their earn-
tngs to doctors as ‘commission’ for
referring their patients to these
private establishments.

Such a practice is alleged to
have made medical tests expen-
sive, as some of these centres
charge unreasonable fee to make

up for the ‘commission’ paid to
doctors.

Management of certain diag-
nostic centres admitted that they
survive this way while others said
that the rates have been fixed so
that they do not have to compro-
mise with quality.

A Daily Star investigation re-
vealed that despite using almost
identical reagents, methods, ap-
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Huddled together in a shallow-engine boat under umbrellas, people brave

the rain and the Buriganga yesterday.

paratus, and equipment in the
tests, the fee charged by different
diagnostic centres vary signifi-
cantly.

For instance, acid phosphates,
a biochemical test, would cost Tk
300 at Samorita Hospital, Tk 150 at

Central Hospital, Tk 200 at
BIRDEM and Tk 100 at
Gonoshasthaya Kendra Nogor

Hospital (GKNH). Lipid profile,
another biochemical test, would
cost Tk 650 at Samorita, Tk 600 at
Central » Hospital, Tk 520 at
BIRDEM and Tk 170 at GKNH.

Cholesterol test at Samorita or
Lab Aild would cost Tk 140, at
Central Hospital Tk 150, at
BIRDEM Tk 100 and at GKNH Tk
80.

The fee for blood for culture
and sensitivity (C/S), a microbio-
logical test, at Samorita is Tk 500,
at Central Hospital Tk 450, at
BIRDEM Tk 300 and at GKNH 200.

Throat swab C/S test would
cost Tk 250 at Lab Aid or Samorita,
Tk 250 at Central,” Tk 250 at
BIRDEM and Tk 100 at GKNH.

Radiological test fees also vary

from one diagnostic centre to
another although the imaging
machines and films they use are
basically the same,

At Samorita, single X-ray expo-
sure of chest or shoulder or spine
or wrist or skull or hip or elbow or
any other bones and joints would
cost Tk 120. Charges for both
views would be double. But the
average cost of X-ray elsewhere is
not more than Tk 80,

More sophisticated imaging
like barium meal stomach or duo-
denum costs Tk 600- at Samorita,
I'k 575 at Central, Tk 400 at
BIRDEM and Tk 375 at GKNH.

Barium meal follow-through
costs Tk 750 at Samorita, Tk 1,025
at Central Hospital, Tk 500 at
BIRDEM. Barium enema of colon
costs Tk 900 at Samorita, Tk 825 at
Central, Tk 500 at BIRDEM and 'k
475 at GKNH.

\t Samwrita, charges for Cl
scan for brain costs Tk 3,200, CT
scan for neck or cervical spine is
'k 4,500, CT scan of chest Tk

4,500, whole abdomen Tk 9,000,
SEE PAGE 11 c0L 4
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Dengue strikes back but

govt yet to wake up

-

STAR Repon

Four dengue patients have so far
been identified at the city hospi-
tals, but precautionary measures
by the government are very poor,
sources said.

“The government did not take
Initiative to install three platelel
detectors although the World
Health Organisation (WHO) has
allocated fund to this end,”
One source,
named.

said
who asked not to be

Plateler separators are used 1o
separate platelets from blood for
treatment of dengue patients.

I'he machines have been allo-
cated for Shishu Hospital, Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH),

where most dengue patients were
I'here is only one

treated last year,
platelet separator at Red Crescent
Blood Centre at Mohammadpur
'he Health Department did
not  publish the much-talked-
about “National Guideline for

Dengue Management”

A doctor attends a seven-year-old dengue patient at the Shishu Hospital

yesterday.
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Autonomy for Betar BTV
Govt move seen as bid

to ‘bluff’ people

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Fa “Afara= g ¢ “ifavzy a1y
e Eir ﬁmms oF fa=

HALFIS Teld [e(e

TAHwe Faureiseds Fafed G Gl TRz @, 03 T4 A
| AC%] (FAI FAWTSIFTE 92 A2 A4 & (F6* (TST[ A4S SADS G2
| 9 Afar=d Faa 12 | WS T AWM A0 2(OAL4] (FID 6= Gra 341
Z210% | (&I @D &2 (A=17 Famreras [dfae e sta a9
dAfarid Ffare gt @a 229 | S @qifas a1 g sda
ATABTEA TR AL T4 HAWICAG AZ] &2 F4] 2304 |

5o Faramastaa 9= e GEE/aeT afevm g sifEssas q
(119 fazaa sty e fa crreta/araeTt afSvitaa Ge AEe az6/Famad &)
DUIFSId SCald F41 234 | AU q0eA oA FifeSraa 89 4 #caw

e

@T AR Bel A9 T4l G SIRthd [deta (IERAId M4 9597

A%z 1 2304 |

Wﬁmlﬁha/‘ao-'ﬂh
fafe-8 90

Y @, A T, QT ARG @G/ 8 WIEE Sl Afarea
¥ Afaqnd Ta w99#1-) 2309 Yo AT A7 QLA T FAPSE WIA € ATG( (1[4
T TAESE HEPE ANASAZS AGH [qonca Awa = AEE gfoa faw
GHAA AEE p-oo QDF! 2208 @A d3-00 4HAH @ =fFA[ AFE »-0o D
| 2305 @51 3-00 9 “fa A Aifera |

QY+ AT TS

wﬁﬁmmm,ml

I'he latest government move to
give autonomy to the state-run
electronic media came under fire
from political circles for some
‘controversial’ provisions in the
draft laws that cabinet gave ap-
proval on Monday last.

Instead of giving autonomy to
Bangladesh Betar and Bangladesh
Television, the government was
trying to further consolidate its
control over thesé, they said.

Barrister Nazmul Huda, a for-
mer inlormation minister of the
country, bitterly criticised the
government for “bluffing the peo-
ple”, in the name of granting
autonomy to the state-run elec-
tronic media.

"Autonomy means self-rule. If
government continues to enjoy
the hiring and firing authority,
then what sort of autonomy would
it be?” Huda told The Daily Star
yesterday

Huda, a vice chairman of the
main opposition BNP, termed the
provisions that empower the gov-
ernment to appoint chairmen and
members for two authorities, one
for radio and the other for televi-
sion, a departure from the auton-
omy commission’'s recommenda-

tion that President of the country

‘would be the appointing author-

ity.

When asked why the BNP gov-
ernment took no steps in this re-
gard, the former information
minister said, “We intended to
give autonomy to the state-run
media but time ran out before we
could complete the process.”

He claimed that the two media
- Betar and BTV - had been politi-
cised during the previous regimes
of Awami League and Jatiya Party.

°I tried hard during my stint as
Information minister to neutralise
the institutions first and time ran
out before | could give autonomy
to these.”

Left Democratic Front leader
Rashed Khan Menon dubbed the
government’'s move as. pre-poll
bluff as the draft laws vested all
control to the government.

“Instead of formation of a Na-
tional Broadcasting Commission
as recommended by the auton-
omy commission, the government
IS now forming two sepamaie
authorities and government itsel!
would appoint members of l}§;v
bodies. Indeed Awami [Leagueris
looling the people,” said Menon,
also the general secretary of Work-

SEE PAGE 11 COL B

. a4 brochure

lor the physicians who treat den-
ELUe.

I'he source said the direciorate
ol Disease Control was assigned 1o
publish the brochure in Bangla
last year, but the department did
not pay heed 1o it.

Four patients were admitted 10
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
and Shishu Hospital. Of them, one
was released from the Shishu
Hospital while the condition of
another patient has improved and
would be released soon.

The condition of patients al
DMCH is gradually improving and
they would be released soon, the
uﬂl-{.illl‘;T doctors said

[he onset of the disease is a
little earlier this year due to arrival
ol rain, Kanakranjon Talukdar,
director of Disease Control told
The Daily Star.

He said, “We apprehend that
the dengue would continue in the
country this year as there is no
way o curb it.”

I'alukdar said prevention is the
only way, as no specific antibiotic
lor the treatment of the disease
has been found.

lhe maintaining of fluid
should be the focal point of treat-
ment, he added. Some patients
died last year due to the ignorance
ol physicians.

“Doctors, patients and guardi-
ans have to be cautious but
" Talukdar said

He also said, “Although we are

need
not pani

vel 1o receive inlormation on den-
pue fever, we dl€ Ci TE'L'\F"!I'I.LJH'I,‘;L
with dilferent district offices for
Iniormation

\edes mosquitoes lay eggs in
th lean stagnant water. lHow-
ever, the incessant rain may wash

away the mosquito larvae
As many as 93 pauents most ol

whom are children died ol dengus

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Nor'wester kills seven, damages
houses, Crops across country

STAR RI'Pnn

severe nor wester killed at
seven people and injured 80 oth
ers .1nseveral districts  including
Rajshahi. Naogaon, Sirajgani,
Satkhira, Barguna, Patuakhali and
Pirojpui during the last 24
hours ending 6:00 p.m. vesterday

Four persons were killed in Ta
nore upazila ot Rajshahi, two in
Sadar and Betagi upazilas ol Bar-
guna and the other in Manda
upazila of Naogaon district

[he storms also caused dam-
age to homesteads, crops and
educational institutions, uprooted
trees and snapped power lines

I'he victims were identilied as
Idris Ali, 42, of Bhaluka Kandi
Dulal, 42, of Amritpur, Sonatan,
20, of Komla Hatpara, Anwar Hos-
sain, 25, of Dhadum village in
Tanore, Abdul Khaleque, 45. ol

I
ieaslt

Sadar and Siraj, 5, of Betagi
upazilas, and Rezaul Karim, 25, of
Manda.

Sources said at least 15 people
were injured when a mud-wall ol
Mohammadpur Memorial College
In Tanore collapsed on the same
day.

Another storm coupled with
heavy rain on Monday also fla
tened homes and educational
mstitutions in three upazilas ol

Pirojpur, which has suffered

15 murdered in city in first
week of this mon

SHAIKH NAZRUL ISTAM

Criminal activities like murder and
mugging in the city are on the rise,
as at least 15 people were killed in
the first week of May.

Of them, five were murdered
on Friday and five on Monday.

In most of the cases, police
have lailed to nab the ‘real’ killers.

On May 2, body of an uniden-
tiied girl, aged about 17, was re-
covered from a lake at Mirpur.
Police sald the girl was raped and
killed. Later, the criminals threw
the body into the water. The iden-
tity of the victim could not be
known.,

The same day in another inci-
dent, Badda police recovered the
body of a five-year-old boy from a
pond of Basundhara Residential
Project, There were marks of in-
jury in his throat.

Hotelier Amjad Hossain, 27,

Zikatola area on May 3

was stabbed to death by miscre-
ants at Sanatanghar in the city's
. Amjad was
attacked when asleep in his hotel,

An alleged mugger Amjad Hos-
sain, 30, was beaten to death by
the mob on Airport Road in the
city’'s Cantonment area the same
night. The incident took place as
he snatched an auto-rickshaw and
tried to flee along with the driver.
Local people chased and beat him
up which caused his death.

Farhad Hossain Babu, a gar-
ment ‘cut-picce’ trader, was shot
dead in front af a cinema hall at
DIT Road in Khilgaon area on May
4. Miscreants called him out of his
residence and gunned him down.

The same day, an alleged mug-
ger was shot dead and three others
were arrested while they tried 1o
snatch valuables from two rick-
shaw passengers at Palashi in the
clty. Police opened rue an the

muggers who were fleeing aftel
blasting crackers.

In another incident, Lalbagh

“police recovered the body of an

unidentified young man from
Hossain Uddin Lane in the city the
same day. He was stabbed to
death.

The body of another unidenti
hed woman, 17, was recovered
from a mess in Rupnagar Resi-
dential Area on May 4. The victim
was working as a maid at the mess,

~ Police ‘suspected that she might

have been strangulated to death
and later hung from the ceiling.
The bady of Mohammad Zakir
Hossain, 27, son of Samsul Hag ol
Dakkhin Khan was tecovered by

~Khilgaon police from Balumath,
. Murudhlh in Khilgaon area. Zaki
~was a ‘dollar-trader’

and had n
valry with Iskander, a business:

man, family sources said.
‘ SEE PAGE 11 COL 8
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power outage since the storm
aredas ails
cnced high winds and |
vesterday
and
Inclement weather affected almost
all parts of the country, the De-
partment of Meteorologyv said

In the coastal
Patuakhali, according to local Red
Crescent Society sources, 18 fish-
ermen remained missing
Monday Hi;,l}"[ as hve trawlers
namely FB Shamim, +B Nasir, FB
Nabo Bodhu, FB Mizan and FB
Zidan sank in the Andar Manik
and Ramnabad rivers in Kalapara

' he coastal 0 experi

leavy rains
Northwestern Rangpur

district ol

since

upazila after being caught by
NOr wester

Dark clouds blanketed the sun
for the better part of the dav ves
terday in the capital. which 1

Dinajpur region aside, the

»

corded 52 mm rainfall until 6 p.m

SInce morning.

Met Olfice forecast more rain
and storms today and also to-
morrow. IThe weather may gradu-
ally start improving from tomor-
row, It added

In Dhaka citv, the drainage
system already burdened with
Monday's rains ‘-[’fi.Ht-'L! the sewage

onto the streets.

'he rain disrupted the city hife
and motorists found it dithcult to
move fast on the flooded

he pedestrians during the
morning hours had to de-
pend on the whims ol the opera-
tors of a limited number ol cvcle
rickshaws and auto-rickshaws who
iwwnored the rough

number of vehicles

sireels

rush

weather. A

broke down
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Managing Director

Thakral Information Systems Private Limited
(Bangladesh) a joint venture with Esquire Group
of Company, inaugurates their new office at

BSRS Bhaban. The inauguration was on the
22nd April 2001, by Mr. Mofazzal Hossain |

of Thakral
Systems Pvt. Ltd. and Chairman of Esquire
Group. Mr. K. S. Kohli and Mr. Ravi Lakshman are
also seen at the inaugural ceremony on the day.

Thakral Information Systems Private Limited
12, Kawran Bazar, BSRS Bhaban, 11th floor (East), Dhaka-1215.
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