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hits Rajshahi

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Water scarcity has recently become very acute everywhere in the district
including the City Corporation arcas due to lack of rain, fall in the ground
water table, load shedding and low power voltage,

The district has already been experiencing a drought-like weather since
last November. According 1o the local Meteorological Otfice, only 22.60
millimetre rainfall was recorded in Rajshahi during the first four months of
the current year, which is sharply down from 2 14 millimetre recorded during
the same period of the previous vear,

[tdid not rain at all in January in the district, sources said. February wit-
nessed a rainfall of 0.40 millimetre and March expenenced 8,80 millimetre.
The Met Office recorded a shower of 13.40 millimetres in April.

The ground water level is rapidly going down evervwhere in the district.
The Local Public Health Engineering Department (PHED) office said the
water level nowstands at an average of between 65 and 77 feet in Mohanpur
and Godagan and Tanore upazilas,

Due to lowening of the level, lifting of water by hand tube wells has
become troublesome, and in some cases impossible in many areas, The
PHED sources said that there are about 60,000 hand tube wells in the district -
- 14,000 installed by the government whereas the rest 46,000 are privately-
owned. |

Out of the total tube wells, more than 30,000 have already gone out ol
order due mainly to lowering of the water level. Most of the running tube
wells are lifting scantly amount of walter.

In Rajshahi City Corporation (RCC) area, water supply is being seriously
hampered for frequent power outage and low voltage. According to the RCC
Water Supply Department, 29 out of the total 32 deep tube wells are now in
operation.

“Only because ol load shedding and low voltage, we often have 1o sus-
pend lilting ol water with these deep tube wells. This decreases water supply
by atleast 30 per cent,” said an RCC official oncondition ol anonymity.

Sale water dearth has also become very acute in the Barendra region.,
sources sawd
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In the dry highlands ol the Barendra area, the usual sources ol water are |

ponds, canals. dug wells and the irrigation deep tube wells of the Barendra
Multipurpose Development Authority (BMDA). Most of these ponds, canals
andwells have already dricd up.

Meanwhile s peopld cannot but use impure water, outbreak of water-

borne diseases, especially diarrhoea, has these days become a common

phenomenon in the district. According to sources with civil surgeon office. |
the number ol paticnts sultering Trom diarrhoca and gelting admission to
hospitals have recently been an an alarming rise. Sources however said the |

sttuationis under control.

Jute farming may face
setback in Jhenidah

OUR CORRESPONDENT, /et

Sadar, 4 hectares in Sailkupa, 35

jute cultvation in the district is
ikely tosullersetback due o insulli-
cient ranfall this season, the
Department of Agrniculiure
Extension (DAL saurces said
According 1o the depantment,
6,175 hectares of lands in six
upazilas ol the district were broughi

Moheshpurupazila.

Farmers ol these upazilas sand
that they were expectung rainlall in
March and Apnl, which isneeded lo

under jute farmming last year -- 755  as there was not sufficient rain
hectares in JThenidah Sadar, 1,600 When contacted, the DAE sources
bectares in Sailkupa, H20 hectares in said that the land area for jute larm

Harmmakundu. 565 hectares in
Kaliganj, 510 hectages in
Kotchandpuwr and- 1925 hedares
Moheshpur upazlae. This veas the
toral land drea for jute larming may
well bedecreased by 50 per cent.

The DAE authorities say that
usually the farmers start cultivating
the improved variety of jute in mid-
March and the local variety in early
Apnl. But till Apnl 20. only 1,661
hectares of lands were brought
under the farming. The upazila-wise
break-upis 130 hectaresin Jhendiah  farms.

NEWS SNAPS

OUR CORRESPONDEJ\T.ergpur
An assistant sub-nspector of GRP, Rangpur was suspended and eight other GRP men
were withdrawn on Tuesday for thewr alleged invoivement in violating two college
students at local GRP outpost

“The GRP men allegedly picked up two female students of Sundarganj College from
infront of Rangpur raiway station when they were returning home from college at noon
on Apni 30. The GRP men confined the students in 2 room and raped them. Protesting
the nadent local people laid 3 siege 1o the GRP outpost at Rangpur railway station and
cemandea punishment 1o the culprits involved. Later, police reached the spot and
Cispersed agiating people. Shamsur Rahman, DIG of GRP wisited Rangpur and put
ASI Ashraf All under suspension. He also ordered withdrawal of eight GRP men with
'mmediate effect. The DIG assured the local people of proper inyestigation into the
ncicent :

g nught be theleast thisseason.
A lew ol the farmers sowed juld

rainfall on March |, 3.70mmn on
March 26, 1.30mm on March 29,
16.07mm on Apnl 16 and 17.32 mm
on Apnl 18. Now they are awaiting
further rainfall.

Jute, once regarded as golden
fibre, is now cultivated mainly for
jute sticks by the farmers here, these
fetch good money, which are widely
used for fencing and in betel leal
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Two killed in road mishap

Our Cor RESPONDENT, Jhwenidals
Two men were kiled and two others injured when 2 pick-up hit them from behind at
Kalgan upazia headquarters in Jhenidah on Sunday.

Police saq the acodent occurred at 9:30 pm when they were returning home on
foot. The dead were identified as Abul Malek, 38, and Abu Taleb 45. of Balia Para in
:(a}rgan, They were brothers in law. The injured were admitted to hosptal. A case was
leq

One dies in road accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moy
A man was kiled :n a road accident at Bnaina Square in Magura on Magura-Jhenidah
road on Monday

The victim was dentified as Abul, 45, of village Malanchi under Sadar upazia in
Maguradssinct. The acodent occurred when a Jhenidah-bound truck hit a bicycle. The
“chim was rGing the cycle. Police sezed the truck. but the driver managed 1o flee the
sCene

Man murdered over land dispute

Our (IJHHLSPH_\”I:_\-]'.‘u‘frr:_i.;- 0y
A man was killed and about 20 others were injured in a clash in Pabna district on
Nednescay

Police s2.6 Biddut. 27 was wiled in a dlash over 1and dispute between supporters of
Abdus Saiar and Moslem Uddin at Gugudha viliae under Santhia upazia. Three
cribealy myured-- Hiru, Helal and Moslemn Uddin-- were agmitted to hospiial

10 hurt in BCL-JP(E)clash

Ounr CORRESPONDENT o tcovnignany

Al least 10 pecple were injured in a clash between the activists of Bangladesh Chhalra

Le2gue (BCL)ana Jatya Party (E)n Shaalakhya areain Narayanaan on Monday
Police sa the clash erupled n the evening when some JP men abducied two

aclvists of BCL an¢ assaulted them. Dunng the cdlash, both the sides exchanged

qunshots and exploded bombs Police rushed 1o the spot and brought the situation

under control

10 hurt as police, B(L men clash

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, € Littapong
Al least len peopie iInclucing a policeman were injured in a clash between police and
2CL acivisls wongmg to 'Tayab group’ al eas! Dhuipl,ﬂ under Fatkchhar thana
Wednesday nght police said

The myured were admitied to local health complex. Police in2 raid also arrested five
BCL 3etvists on charge of attacking a police jeep during the clash. During the clash
BCL activists opened fire on a pokice team. pelted stones and damaged a police jeep

380 retuned fire and brought the situation under control after an hour. Police

fled 2 case accusing 26 BCL activists

sCeds as-there was fve-nmbimcire,

hectares in Harimgkunda, 472 |
hectares in Kahgan), 40 hectares in o
Kotchandpur and 980 hectares in |

sowing jute seeds. But the land arca
lor jute cultivation has come down. |
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