v Need for settlement of outstanding issues
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HE recent clashes between

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and

Indian Border Security
Forces (BSF) near Kurigram are
shock awakening (o the political
jeaders of both countries. This
demonstrates that the nature of
friendly relations between Bangla-
desh and India disguises many
subterranean irritants which can
give nse 10 unexpected events,
derailing the cosy relationship.
tinless they are resolved with lair-
pess and justice, such untoward
events may time to time joht the
relationship.

It is to be acknowledged that
there are as many common bonds
and aspirations uniting the people
of India and Bangladesh as there are
diferences that divide them. This
being so. the state ol Iriendly frlu-
tons between the two nations
cannot be taken for granted without
carclul and constant nurturing (o
ststain them. It takes tume o build
fricndship with a neighbour or with
any nation as it has 1o be based un
rust and mutual respect for cach
alher'sinterests.

In case ol bilateral relations, the
pending sticky issues need o be
priocitised and resolved. India and
Bangladesh have 1o setle a lew
outstanding bilateral issues remain-
ing so since the birth of Bangladesh,
30 vears ago. The major issues
hetween the two count Ies appear o
he: (a) ranficauon of the Indo-
Bangladesh Land Boundary Agree-
ment of 1974 and implementation ol
it, (b} sea-boundary in the Bav ol
Bengal between India and Kingla-
desh, (¢) settlement ol ovwni :~.h|’p il
Talpatty island (India calls it New
Moore island), (d) sharing ol waters
ol all common rivers that How into
Rangladesh from India and, linally
(¢) growing trade-dehicitwith India.

Bangladesh is ane ol the densely
populated countries i the world
together wath Japan and the Neth
cilands) and there s tremendous
pressure on the people o claim
iowds and wesources. The above
balateral issues are nat esoteric but
tuuch the Ines of common people of
Bangladesh. Unless they
esohved amicably, they
EERINE ul‘-.'ﬂ[‘-ll'\ Issues and as
tesult the government ol the dan
conld lose control of them., The
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reminder of the fact that when lives
ofordinary people are affected, they
can become a huge problem for the
rovernment. Let me discuss in brief
theissues indicated above,

Indo-Bangladesh Land
Boundary Agreement of
1974

Indo-Bangladesh Land Boundary
Agreement of 1974 is a comprehen-
SIve agreement on demarcation ol
border between India and Bangla-
desh. The baorder is approximately
1025 Kilometres long. Following
partition of the subcontinent in
1947 India and Pakistan [ound
difficulties in interpreting (he
Radcliffe Award ( named after Brit-
ish Justice Cyril Raddliffe) which
drew the boundary between India
and Pakistan when the British lely

Bangladesh and India are ¢

between the two countries. Because
of the monsoons or structures built
on the embankment of the river the
midstream may change and so also
the boundary. In thut event, nation-
als including fishermen of either
sideare adversely affected, Further-
more the change of midstream of
the river may have an impact on
chars /islets on the river, Farmers of
both countries wish (o claim the
chars under new situation and
border clashes occur. 1t is desirable
that border rivers should have lixed
boundaries by indicating geograph-
ical co-ordinates tlatitude and
longitude)as was done in the case of
border rniver Naaf between Bangla-
desh and Myanmar (Burma).

Sea boundary in the Bay
of Bengal
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ol 1982 UUN Convention on the Law
ol the Sea. Articles 74 and 83 of the
Convention lay down the principles
ol delimiting the sea boundary
between the "adjacent” states,
besides many legal precedents sel
by other countries onthe subject,
Bangladesh appears to be unable
to fully explore and exploit sea
resources rom Bay of Bengal as
foreign investors tend to be shy 1o
invest in the area in view ol uncer-
fainty ol sovercignty and jurisdic-
tion of Bangladesh on the adjacent
sed. Therelore it is imperative that
sca boundary bernween India and
Bangladesh is delimited, In the
interim period pending hinal settle-
ment ol the boundary, bath coun-
irics may consider 1o share the
resources das was agreed between
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The sovereignty of the island
needs to be setded as it may turn in
future into an explosive issue. The
claim is kely to depend on the Now
of the deepest channel of the
Hariabhanga river towards the
island. 1t is desirable that joint ream
of technical experts from both
countries should conduct a survey
on the channel of the river and the
data obtained during the survey
could be the basis ol negotiations in
deciding the sovereignty ol the
Island.

Sharing of waters of
common rivers

Millions of people in Bangladesh are
dependent on rivers Tor their liveli-
hood, ol which nearly 80 per cent are
small farmers in the rural areas. In
Bangladesh about 90 per cent ol

gl i = M

.. % | _ _ -
lose neighbours. Nature has m'lde them so geographically and no one can change it. Both
countries have to live with each other. The relations between the two cannot but be friendly given the common goal of

both countries which is to alleviate poverty and meeting the basic needs of the people, such as food, healthcare,

shelter and clothing.

India. There were many border
Issues that remained unresolved
between India and Pakistan when
Bangladesh achicved its political
independence.

Bangladesh and Indian leaders
el that a new border treaty needed
1o be i place so thal canfusion o
ambiguity onland border would nol
continue 0 plague the ilateral
relations, The treaty was signed ai
the highest political level in 1974 in
New Delhi by Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujptbur Rahman and AMrs. Indira
Gandhi, Prime Minisiers of Bangla-
deshand Indiarespectvel

Whatever mav be the reasons,
dha has yor to ratly the wreaty.
took India 18 years 1o lease the “lin
Bigha™ 1ermiary in \West Bengal state
to Bangladesh to connect its enclave
Dahagram and Angorpota with
manland Bangladesh, s reported
that 6.5 Kilometres remain 1o be
demarcated i rerms of the treaty, Iy
Is alleged that India’s non-
ratihication as the sStumbling block
for complenon of the unlinished
HON

\nother issue is the demarcation
ol the boundarv of border-rivers
| he river houndany lolleaws the mid-
strecam ol the avers (Nuhun, Feni

Sea boundary between India and
Bangladesh has yet o be delimired.
Negotiations started in 1974
between the two sides and contin-
ued tor several vears. It appesars thal
no further progress has since been
made. The outcome of the carlier
talks in the 70s was inconclusive
because ol divergence ol views on
the applicability ol principles ol
international law in delimiting the
sca boundan
Bangladesh has a concave coasl
distinct from convex) and is
comparatively i a disadvantaged
position than other countries.
Furthermaore, the coasthine is heavily
indented and unstable. Chars o1
Istets we lomed and disappear in
the coastal arcas withina short time
because about 2.2 hillion tons ol sili
IS carmed annually by the major
nvers through Bangladesh 1o the
Bav ol Bengal, Another laet needs o
be noted that Bangladesh is "udja-
cent state w India as distnet hom
apposie state tndia and Sii
Lankal. A} these charactenistios arc
to be taken into consideration i
delimiting the sea boundary in the
Bay ol Bengal. The task appears to be
casiernow because of the provisions
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Sea in 1989 and Malaysia and Thai
land in 1990 1o develop jointly the
disputed sea-bed (continental
shelf).

Ownership of Talpatty
Island

This island is an uninhabited ofl
shore island near the mouth ol the
border river Harabhanga (an oll-
shoot ol Raimangal river ol
sunderbans in Bangladesh) in the
west, IUis the border river between
o distners  Khulna (Bangladesh)
and 29-Parganas (West Bengal stare
ol India)

Both India and Bangladesh elann
the island. The sovercigniy (owner-
ship) ol the island became a hot
iIssuce i 188l and armed naval
l.ldm’flt'\nl'n'.l\liilltl]l|ll‘ull}’,hth|‘-|n
matic negotatons as Indan naval
vessel TINS Sandhavak”™ docked an
the island with its armed personnel
) protect Indian hishermen whao
camped illegally in the sland, A
ruce concluded and i
aprecd that theastand should remain
unimbabited as was i the past until
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total demand ol water i1s in the
agriculiure sector. As the population
Increases in Bangladesh the
demand Tor water Trom rivers will
INCTeUse,

A least 56 common nivers flow

lrom India o Bangladesh, The
rivers are snow-lfed and they are
both blessings and curse Tor the

people ol Bangladesh. They bring
Hoods 1 Bangladesh when the
country does not need water at the
Hmce ol monsoons, Howeverwhoen in
winter there is a need ol water, the
the dechne and
drought sets in adversely allecting

ows ol HIVETS
the Farming lunds. It is also alleged
that because of diversion ol waters
m the upstream Indian  werntory,
such depletion ol water occurs in
Bangladesh,

Since the Ganges \Water Treaty
was concluded o Pecember 1996
lor sharing waters ol the Ganges Tor
O vears (eones to the Treary believe
110 be unlair arrangement on wil e
sharing), it s that an
cquitable comprehensive water
shating agreement is concluded so
that the peaple in Bangladesh real
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Ise that Indias attentive and Lair 1

the needs of Bangladeshi people.

Trade-deficitwith India

Bangladesh is one of the open econ-
omics in the developing world. Tis
tantl rate on imports of goods has
beendrastically reduced, although it
wis nol necessary lor Bangladesh to
do so, being categorised by the VN
as a Least-Developed Country, The
prowth ol trade between the two

countries has risen dramatically |

because of liberal trade policies of
Bangladesh, During 1996G-97 (rade
ligures show that Bangladesh's
imports from India stood at 1)S%1.2
billion whereas its exports to India
were worth merely 1IS$47 million.
Fhis grotesque trade- deficit sug-
gests that something is wrong struge-
turally in trade relationship and this
does not seem 1o be a temporary
phenomenon

Fhe issue of trade-delicit has
become a major concern in Bangla-
desh as it creates resentment and
luns the perceived lear of bemg
‘dominated” by India in the minds
ol the people. 1t is argued thar Indo-
Bangladesh Joint Commission is not
bemng operated i tull gear. Such lack
ol real and concerted drive to make
use of the Commission suggests thal
trade relations are not accorded 1op
priority, I he trade-deficit with India
needs to be addressed with pragmi
Hsm and sensitivity, otherwise it is
likely to impact adversely on bilat-
cral relations

Conclusion

and India are
neighbours. Nature has made them

I 1! s

Bangladesh

SO geographically and no one can
change il Both countries have to hve

wilth cach other. The rolations
beiween the two cannot but |
riendly given the common goul of

both countries which is 1o HIEYHIT
poverty and meeting the basic necd
ol the people, such as faod, health
care, shelterand clothing

LS i the mterests ol both coun
tries that blatcral issues need 1o b
resolved amicably with taimess and
(oo cannol by
built on

Lrust 1s O

Justice relations
e sCu because thev ar

Irust and conhdoeno

daled when an o issue s resaolved
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Excerpts from the 'declassified' main report of

Hamoodur Rahman Commission
POLITICAL BACKGROUND-XXV

HIS draft Constitution was

actually given to the press on

the 16th of December, 1971,
with instructions, however, that it
was not to be published until publi-
cation was authorised. It is to be
remembered that Dacca surren-
dered on the 16th. In view of the fact
that steps were in hand at least a
week before the negotiation of
surrender terms and that the United
Nations and its Security Council
were daily debating resolutions for
ceasefire, it can hardly be said that
the surrender came as a complete
surprise or that, therefore, this date
upon which the dralt was given 1o
the pressina mere coincidence.
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The mental unreality of the world
in which General Yahva was then
Iving is further provided by the lact
that even on the 18th of December
alter the ceasefire on the Western
Front the General announced that
his -constitutional plans had nol
been impaired in the slightest and
Ihat he intended to proceed with his
time-table. In fact, he announced
that the Constitution would be
promulgated on the 20th December,
19¢ 1. What happened on that date ol
course 1s well known and need
hardly be stated here. In the mean-
nme however it seems that even
General Yahya realised that a provi-
sionof the kind contained in Article
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16 of the draft Constitution which
we have quored above was unlikely
(0 be found acceptable. New copies
of the dralt were printed in a greal
hurry with theArticle omitted.

We have detailed above a num-
ber of circumstances which reflect
upon the motivation of General
Yahva, The manner in which he took
power ncluding the preparation
that he made in anticipation of the
cvent, the procrastinating steps that
he took towards the election and
later towards summoning of the
National Assembly, the manner in
which he collected and utilised
tunds for political purposes to
negotate with various parties and
Imally his future schemes ol things
as reflected in his draft Constitution,
have left us with no manner of doubt
that the General imposed Martial
Iaw with the object only of person-
allyseizing and retaining power

A great deal has been said not
only in public bul also in the course
of evidence before us as to the per-
sonal life of General Muhammad
Yahva Khan and we have examined
this question not because we are
concerned with his personal charac-
ler as such but only because il
might, as a result of examination, be
lound to have a bearing upon his
ocial conduct or decisions.

All those who camie closely in
contactwith the General have unan-
imously deposed that the General is
dheavy drinker. Thasisnot, however,

something which happened: sud-
denly alter he purported to become
President but has been a leature ol
his personal life for a long time
before that. Witnesses have told us
that he drank heavily and even 1o
excess but nobody has said the he
was d drunkard in the sense that he
was ever found bereft of his senses
because of drink. Apparently the
General is capable of 1aking his
drink verv well indeed and the most
Ihat could be said is that he some-
Limes became more loquacious than
usual. We cannot help feeling that,
even S50, such heavy drinking musit
have had some cflect upon his
mentdl reflexes and we should have
thought that a person who had (0
carry the heavy loads of both the
Presidentship and the leadership of
the armed lorces, wouid have
needed 1o be more alert specially
during so critical a period as war, But
having said that we are unable 1o
find any evidence, whatscever, 1o
indicate that this weakness on the
part ol the General had any other
cltect upon hisofficial conduet, That
in the critical days ol the war he did
not visit the operation room maore
than twice, & matter upon which we
have expressed our views elsewhere
in thisreport

A facet ol his private lile upon
which comment has been made
equally in public and in evidence
before us is his relations with
women, There is plenty of evidence
1o mdicate that the General was la
Irom being an austere man sexually,
I he number of women with whom
he had illicit relations is unloriu-

nately all 1oo large. One ol these in
lact stayed as a guest in the
President’s State Guest House and
on at least one occasion the
President was found missing from
his own house and was later discov-
ered in the house of this very lady
belore she had taken up her resi-
dence in the Guest House. We regret
o lind that he had in fact showed her
lavours 1n the course ol official
business, as for instance, when he
appointed both her husband and
hersell as Pakistan's Ambassadors
abroad. Other cases have came to
hght when he intervened on behall
ol certam ladies to provide for them
industnal licences or extraordinary
funds lor visits abroad and in one
case a senior government olficial
was dismissed lor failure to comply
with the President's wishes expedi-
tously. We are limited (o the cause
which led 1o the surrender in Fast
Pakistan and ceaselhire in West
Pakistan and we are unable 1o find
any evidence that the General's
relations with any women contrib-
uted in the shightest degree to these
malters, except that even in the
gravest hour of the country's dith

culties, his mind was not disturbed
cnough (o make him deviate from
his usual course of debauchery,

Ihe General, however, was sur
rounded by a group ol military
otlicers who were very close 1o him
and wiclded enough power not to be
allowed 1o excuse themselves upon
the grounds ol any alleged coercion.,
Lhese include General Hamid,
General Gul Hassan, General
Mrzada. General Mitha and General

Umar. The lirst was virtually the
Deputy Corhmander-in-Chiel and
Deputy Chiel Martial Law
Administrator during the continu-
ance of Martial Law, the sccond was
atall material 1imes Chiel of General
stall, and General Pirzada so much
in over all charge that he has been al
tumes even relerred 1o as the then
Prime Minister. As regards Genoeral
Mitha, we lind that he was being
consulted by General Yahva Khan af
all material times, namely, at the
lime the military action was taken |

East Pakistan, where hestayed on ()
the 10th of April, 1971, at the tine

the fixing of the date of the openi

ol the second [ront, and finally at 1h
lime ol General Yahva Khan's abd,

cation on the 20th of December
1971, It 1s in evidence that he was
Irving to activate a number of com-
mandos apparently for the purpose
ol guarding the President’s Flouse.
Lt-Gen Gu! Hassan also specifically
named General Mitha as one-of the
associates ol the lormern
President. Since we have already
come 1o the conclusion that General
Yahva intended to maintain himsel|
in power at all costs and in violation
ol the natural nights of the people,
the question then arnises whether
these Generals were active parties (o
the scheme or merelv unwilling
agents. All were mature and senion
olficers; none of them could, ther

tore, take shelier behind the igno

l]lm{'

rance ol the imphication ol
evenis.
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The Secu_;ity Printing Corporation
(Bangladesh) Ltd.

Gazipur

International Re-tender

for Cigarette Tax
Label Security Paper

Sealed tenders are hereby invited for supply of Cigarette
Tax Label Security Paper for this Corporation. Tender paper
showing terms and conditions with specification will be l
available from the office of The Security rintin;i Corporation
(Bd Ltd., Gazipur and its Liaison Office at Manhattan Tower

(3" floor), 83, Siddheswari Circular Road, Dhaka during all
office days between Z.IHI_Fm and 4.00 pm up to 09.5.2001 on

payment Tk. 50000 (Taka

five
refundable) per set of tender schedule. Earnest money (@

(Non-

DIATE

Firr

hundred) only

(two and a half per cent) of the total tendered amount shall be
deposited in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order/Bank
Guarantee along with the tender in favour of The Security
Printing Corporation (Bd.) Ltd., Gazipur.

The tender(s)

under sealed
Managing Director, The Security Printing
(Bangladesh) 1.td,, Gazipur will be receivec

addressed to the
Cnrpuratinn
in his office

cover

chamber up to 2.10 pnt on 10.5.2001 and shall be opened at
2.15 pm on the same date at Gazipur in presence of tenderers
(if any). Tender(s) may also be sent through Postal/Courier
Services which must reach within the scheduled date & time.

The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or
all the tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Md Mazibor Rahman Akanda

GLD-406

Deputy General Manager (P & 5)
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Around the world

Australia considers human cloning for

DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 3, 2001
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therapeutic purposes
Medical research using human cloning technigues should be permit-
ted for therapeutic purposes, the Australian Academy of Science (AAS) has
declared in a controversial statement released last week, The Acade my
says, the recent cloning advances could revolutionize treatmient of dam-
aged tissues and organs. "Human cells, whether derived from cloning
techniques, from embryonic siem-cell lines, or from primordial germ
cells, should not be precluded from use in approved research acrivities in
cellular and developmental biology”, savs the AAS statement. Sue
serjeantson from the AAS Sieering Group on Human Cloning, said the
Academy, like other similar organizations internationally, was Lirmly
opposed to reproductive cloning to create fetuses, “We want (O enconrage
public discussion on this, It is going (o 1ake quite a long time, as if is a
complex issue and there will be different and legitimare points of view
bemng aired.” Recent developments make sell-compatible tssue and
organ repair more hkely, the AAS notes, These developments incude:
cloning of mammals from adults cells; the establishment of embryonic
stem-cell cultures; and the ability of human fetal nerve stem-cells (o
develop into multiple and appropriate nerve-cell Ivpes lollowing trans-
plantation into animals. Julian Savulescu (Fihics Unit The Murdoch
Institute tor Genetics Research, Melbourne), supports the AAS position:
sSome people think that human zygotes are special because they have the
potental (o create people. Cloning has shatiered that beliel. There is no
morally significant diffesence between a fertilized egg in a petri dish in an
VI lin-vitro fertilization| clinic, a cloned cell, and a skin coll: they  ould all
be persons, with the application of modern te hnoiogy™. However, the
Cathohc church and some ethicists have condemned the AAS s pOSHIoN
I'he Federal Government supports the more cautious line taken by the
Australian Health Ethics Commitiee of the National Health and Medical
Research Council, which
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Tender Notice
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Managing Director, Urea Fertilizer Factory Ltd,
Ghorasal, Narsingdi, Bangladesh invites sealed
quotation on two envelopes system for supply of Safety
Equipment under Tender No. UFFL/FP-101.06/2000-
2001/71188 & Foam Control Agent under Tender
UFFL/FP-102.03/2000-2001/ 1189 on C&F(C) Chittagong
Sea Port/Dhaka Air Port basis. Both tenders will be
received upto 11-00 AM on 04-06-2001. Tender
documents will be available at Tk. 50/ - (non-refundable)
for each set of both the tender from (1) Accounts
Division, BCIC, 30-31, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka, (2) BCI(
Branch Office, 6, Agrabad C/A, Chitfagong & (3) UFFL.
The authority reserves the right to accept any tender or
to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason.
No tender documents will be sold on the date of |

opening.
{ .-..-.” l

BCIC-1465-16/4 /2001
DEFP-10717-23/4
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Bangladesh Petroleum
Exploration & Production
Company Limited (BAPEX)

(A Company of Pctrobangla)

Matcerial Control Department. HBF( Building (Yth Hoor)
22. Purana Paltan. Dhaka-1000.
2001 Dated: 23-04-200]
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Tender Notice

Tenders in prescribed schedule are invited from bonafide
manufacturers/supphiers/distributors for purchase of 1 (one)
minimum 2500 cc, S-door jeep & 1 (one) minimum 2400 cc,
4-door double cabin pick-up in local currency for Shahbajpur
Gas Ficld Evaluation & Development Project wunder
Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration & Production Company
Limited.
l'ender schedule consisting terms & conditions will be
avarlable at Tk 1500.00 each (non-refundable) from Accounts
& Finance Department of the Company, Ibrahim Mansion
(3rd floor), 11, Purana Paltan. Dhaka during office hours from
10-05-2001. No tender schedule will be sold on the date of

opening tender. Tender stating description of item under
sealed cover

should be submitted in tender box Kkept al
Material Control Department, HBFC Building (9th floor), 22,

Purana Paltan. Dhaka by 11-00 AM of 21-05-2001. The

tenders received will be opened on the same day in presence
(1t any) of the tenderers.

Besides, the said tender schedule can be purchased from and

submitted to the undermentioned offices as per the stated date
& time,

l) Accounts Department, Petrobangla, Petrocentre, Kawran

Bazar, Dhaka.

Bakhrabad Gas Systems Ltd, Head Office: Champapur,

Comilla.

3. TNtas Gas T&D Co. Ltd.
Bazar. Dhaka.

INtas Bhaban, 11. Kawran

4. Jalalabad Gas Systems Ltd, Head Office, Amberkhana,

Barabazar, Sylhet.

5. Sylhet Gas Fields Ltd, Chiknagul, Sylhet.
0. Bangladesh Gas Fields Ltd, B'barnia.

7. BAPEX Regional Office, Port Connecting Road,
Saraipara, Chittagong
8. Western Zone Gas Company Limited, Nalka, Sirajgan,.

The authority reserves the right to aceept/reject any tender
or reject all tenders and reduce/increase quantity of goods
without assigning any reason,

DEP-11300-26/4

General Manager (MCD)




