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Law triumphs
Bloton ourconscience removed

I'TH the third judge bench of the High Court

pronouncing verdict on split judgement in the

Bangabandhu murder case on Tuesday, death
sentences against 12 out of the originally accused 15
stood resoundinglv upheld. The addition of two to the list
of ten earlier convicted by HC full bench with capital
punishmentsignified a greater reach of the dragnetoflaw
as well as an extended vindication of the due process of
law. Itis a big reliel and a matter of profound satisfaction
to the nation that a shame and a blot on our conscience,
rule of law and national history is nearing the end of its
obliteration through what must be regarded as the sub-
. stantive penultimate to whatever is left by way of the
convicts' right to appeal belore the Supreme Court.
Those who are fugitives from law will have to surrender
before beingentitled to appeal at all.
Itis laudable that the trial has been held without giving in
to the temptation of forming a special tribunal tor imsti-
tuting it. It was conducted under the ordinary law of the
land with full transparency and openness maintained all
the way. The process ran its course taking time to deliver
the judgement with the defence having got due opportu-
nity to state its case. All of this built a certain credibility
into the dispensation of justice. For over two decades of
altogether twenty-six years since the dastardly senal
killing of Bangabandhu and the members of his family
took place, the matter had been put on the cold storage,
all because it was taken politically and not as a criminal
act of mediaeval savagery. Nor did it cross the mind ot
those who let it go unpunished that ihdulgence to it
meant courting repetition ofitinsome form or shape. \We
condemn that muted response to the demands of rule ot
law, justice and fair-play lor long twenty-one years.
\What we want to see now is an expeditious implementa-
tion of the verdict on completion ol whatever remains in
terms of the convicted persons’ exercise of the right to
appeal. The nation is definitely keen on putting the whole
episode behind and moving energetically forward,
unstuck from a huge burden ot the past.

Learning from the Testseries -
We commend our boys

S our boys come back from their hrst away lest

series in Zimbabwe, we applaud their elforts, even
l as we urge them to learn from their mistakes. We
lost both Tests, the first by an innings and 32 runs and the
second by 8 wickets. The One-Day encounters, too, wenl
3-0 to Zimbabwe. But given that Bangladesh has been a
Test side for less than a year and that greater lest sides,
such as India, have taken decades to come of age, we

must take pride in our side for impreving, even as the '
series progressed. The second Test saw Bangladesh take '

the match into the fifth day, for the first time, and almost
hold the possibility of a draw within reach.

Individual performances demonstrated that there is
immense talent in the side. We can reflect on an out-
standing second innings knock by Javed Omar who at 85
notout in the first Test, became the first debutant in more
than 100 years to carry his bat through an entire innings,
aftermaking 62 in the firstinnings. There were other shin-
ing moments from Aminul Islam, Habibul Bashar,
Mehrab Hossain and Al Shahriar. The tail, however, crum-
bled under Zimbabwe's pace attack, showing up a weak-
ness thatshould now be seriously addressed.

[t is crucial to work on our bowling. Apart from seamer
Monjurul Islam with 6/81, there were few performances
to write home about. Medium pacer Mohammed Sharif
showed promise, as did left arm spinner Enamul Hoque.
But compounding the absence of a truly penetrative
attack, our bowlers failed to be consistent with line and
length. Another, more critical lapse that marred our
side’s performance was caving in to pressure in the field.
Dropped catches and fumbles must be banished through
dogged application.

I'he experience in Zimbabwe has kindled hopes of a
bright future for our fledgling side in Test cricket. Oppor-
tunities for international fixtures abound, but we can
only make our mark if we continue to learn from our mis-
takes.
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This open mound of garbage and refuse is on the banks of our precious
river Buriganga. The lifeline of Dhaka is being choked by a callous
population. We are killing the river and ourselves in the bargain. The
authorities are failing in their duty to stop pollution of the river, but we
are also to blame. Community action is needed to stop the wilful extinc-
tion of this waterway. :

For India there are only two neighbours,
and Bangladesh is not one of them

MAHFUZ ANAM

(This article was written for The
Sunday Times, the weekend issue of
the Times of India, and published on
April 29, 2001.)

HIAT are the Indians and

Bangladeshis fighting

DVe - rerriiary,
resources, ideology, principles,
rehgions? None of it. We are lighting
over a mess that has been created
due to long and persisient neglect of
our bilateral issues. The loss of 16
BSE lives and two BDR lives would
perhaps never have occurred had
the Indian side moved Tast enough
to resolve the long standing border
ISSUECS.

Soon alter the birth ol Bangla-
desh the famous Indira-Mujib
Accord was signed, clearing the path
lor the resolution ol all our border
disputes and exchange ol lands
falling in each others territory. The
accord was ratified by our Parlia-
ment within- months, tollowing
which we returned the Indian
enclave ol Berabari. The corridor 1o
Dehagram and Angorpota (parts ol
our land within India) which was 1o
be given in exchange came aboul
nearly 20 vears later and that (oo
with severe restrictions. As Tor ratili-
cation ol the Accord, the Indian
Parliament has not doneit tilltoday.

I here are two issues here. One ol
border demarcaton, and the other
ol return ol the enclaves. Out of the
4.095-km long border onlv 6.5 km
remains 1o be demarcated, winch
includes arcas ol Duikhata, Muhuri
Char and Lathitila. As Tor the
enclaves, there are 111 Indian ones
and 51
Bangladeshiones inside Indian,

imside Bangladesh

Anv ol the above arcas can lead 1o

the type of outbreak of hostilities
that we have just seen, Why then
have the Indians neglected 1o
address these issues? The answer is
what | had written in The Sunday
Times on August 3, 2000: "For India
there are only two neighbours -
China and Pakistan. ‘The rest of us
are just geographic entities o be
patronised when we are good boys,

dent to Turther entrench our long-
held prejudices. Padua (called
Pyrdiwah in India) is a Bangladeshi
territory under Indian occupation.
We lived with the status quo for the
last 30 vears. Why was it being
changed by making a permanent
road linking Padua with India,
which triggered the BDR action?
What needs to be underscored here

reports and comments, For the
other side it was an outrage with a
sense of blasphemy. How dare a
puny Bangladesh do this (1o us, But
as tme passed both sides got sober
and some excellent and construc-
tive reports and comments were
wrilten in the quality Indian and
Bangladeshi Press. -
The elecironic media’s role is

Paduawithin a day alter capturing it
from the BSE It was a bold gesture
risking considerable domestic
backlash but she did it to assuage
India’s feelings.

Itis unclear whether all this will
have any impact on the coming
clections scheduled for early Oclo-
ber. The Opposition tried to paint a
pliant picture of the Awami [ eague
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For us the question was how could this happen. For Indian,media it was how dare this happen. A sense of giving India

a fitting reply permeated through our reports and comments. For the other side it was an outrage with a sense of
blasphemy: How dare a puny Bangladesh do this to us? But as time passed both sides got sober and some excellent
and constructive reports and comments were written in the quality Indian and Bangladeshi Press... Bangladesh is no
enemy of Indiabut a friend waiting to be understood and treated with respect.

m

cajoled when we show signs ol
disobedience, lectured upon when
we think differently, bullied when
we choose 'wrong' friends, and even
punished when - God forbid - we act
independently. Seldom, il ever, to be
respected Tor what we are, with our
limitations and our dreams. The
wo neighbours’, especially Paki-
stan, have so thoroughly and obses-
sively occupied the Indian mind
over the last five decades that the
rest ol the smaller neighbours have
hgured as no more than mere
appendages in the overall policy
lormulations. Their 'does not mat-
ler status has prevented India fTrom
developing a comprehensive poliey
i dealing with is smaller neigh-
bours leading 1o extremely shori-
sighted and counterproductive
policies in many instances.” India
really has no time for its smaller
neighbours. Neither does the Indian
media.

Fhere is a lot to learn from the
recent border clashes, that is il we
want o learn and not use this inci-

Is that not a single shot was lired
during this night-morning opera-
tion. Given the complex nature ol
our 4,000-km border and the fact
that exchange of liring is @ regular
lcature, the totally peaceful opera-
ton in Padua must be considered
quite an achievement. A good rwo
davys atter Padua, on April 18, BS) in
a retaliatory move entered Bangla-
desh territory in Roumari, in
Kurigram. district, more than 200
kKilometres (o the north, and came
under attack, resulting in the unfor-
tunate death of 16 BSI and 2 BDR
soldiers. We deeply regret these
deaths. But would the BSEF have
done anything different if the BDR
had gone inside India [or aggressive
patrolling?

The media on both sides were
jingoistic in the immediate aler-
math ol the incident. A sense ol
disbeliel pervaded in both. Yor us i
was how could this happen. For
Indian media it was how dare this
happen. A sense of giving India a
hitting reply permeated through oun

'

¢pitomised by a Star Plus
programme in which | N Dixit and
Gen Shankar R Chowdhury were
being interviewed along with
Bangladeshi Ambassador Mustala
Faruk. At one stage when Mr Dixit
was explaining that Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina might not haye
Known about the movement ol BDR
troops, the woman anchor ol (he
programme  suddenly interjected:
- Should India then keep Sheikh
Biasina as the prime minister?” M
Dixit quickly corrected and said thal
it was not India’s business o do any
suchthing.

As we saw it from here, the 1wo
governments did their atmost 1o
keep the situation under control,
Most senior Indian leaders, espe-
Clally Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpavee, home minister LK Advani
and lareign minister Jaswant Singh
were all extremely circumspect. The
harsh utterances were clearly made
for the domestic audience. The
Bangladeshi prime ministen
expressed her anguish and regres
Fler most conciliatory gesture wis
withdrawing the BDR forces from

but, so far, unsuccessiully. If at all, it
I a picture of deft handling by the
government of this extremcly sensi-
ive and unexpected development
that emerges. Sheikh Hasina's stand
that BDR fired in self-defence
carned heralotof respect athome,

oo much time and 100 many
opportunities have been Jost in
putting India-Bangladesh relations
in the right track. The constant
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waving of the ungrateful Bangladesh,
Nag will not ger India anywhere, We
are grateful to the Indian govern.
ment and the people for their assis.
tance in our Liberation War. But in
safeguarding our national interesy
we are second 10 none. It has noth.
ing 1o do with being ungrateful bug
only with patriotism. Aflter the
signing of the Water Trealy and (he
Chittagong Hill Tracks Accord and

restoration of democracy within

Bangladesh there is nothing of
substance that obstructs making
our bilateral relations among the
best in the world, except for Indig's
Big Brother attitude of superiority
and arrogance. This is also true for

the India media whose basic ani-

tude it 1o ignore us. But when they
do write it is mainly in reference 1o
the insurgency in (the north east,
religious fundamentalism or the so-
called IS activities. Seldom, if ever,
about our achievements. aspira-
tions and the fact that we are a $ 3
billion market for Indian goods and
services, the single biggest trading
partner in the developing world,
Bangladesh is no enemy of India bug
a Iriend waiting 1o be undersiond
and treated with respect.
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Investigations into Tehelka disclosures to be conducted

ZAGLUL AHMED CHOWDHURY

HE opposition in the Indian

parliament agreed (o allow

the normal lunctioning ol
two houses of the parliament follow-
Ing assurances [rom the govern-
ment that it would conduct a joint
parliamentary committee (JPC)
iInvestigation ito sensational dis-
closures made by an internet news
agency on corruption by the higher
echelons of the government and
ruling alliance politicians in the
sensitive delence purchase. The
opposition had been creating pan-
demonium in both upper house
(Rajya Shaba) and lower house
(Lokshaba) on the scandal demand-
Ing resignation ol the government
and, more importantly, JPC investi-
gations into the allegations thal
have shaken India ol late.

The government earlier formed
an enquiry committee with a retired
judge ol the supreme court but the
opposition led by the Congress said
it was not enough and demanded
parliamentary investigation. As the
government did not succumb to this
demand, the opposition forced

Bordertension

L he lands that India claims (o be i1s
sovercign territory in this conllict do
not belong 1o it During the govern-
ment ol Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, a land swap deal
between the two governments was

Bangabandhu

concluded. India never ratilied the
agreement, yvel kept the lands given
(oit. The government of Bangladesh
should not talk with India since
there is nothing 1o talk about, The
land belongs 1o Bangladesh

AMRahman
Viaryland, USA
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Bangladesh has very good relations
with India. 1's normal (o have a
conther benween two neighboring
countries but the recent contlict has
become amajor issue lor us, In most
cases, there has been provocation
from the BSE who have killed more
than 400 peaple in the last 25 vears.
Bangladesh has shown paticnee and
laken preventive action 1o resolve
the disputes. Indian soldiers have
been controlling Bangladeshi terri-
tory lor more than 30 years and
couple ol weeks ago they made a
Serous meursion inta our land, We
need (o call for an international

adjournment of proceedings ol the
two houses ol parhament lor several
\lal Behari
\ajpavee on his retarn from a visit 1o

days. Prime mimisier

Iran called the opposition parties 1o
a discussion on smooth lunctioning
ol the parhament but the Congress
headed by Sonia Gandhi staved
awav from the meeting. As a result,
when the current session began,
opposition once again contimuded 1o

Javalahtha ol southern Tamil Nadu
state, revolted and quit the coalition.
In the snap elections that followed
the coalition returmed (1o power with
a bigger mangim and as such it Jdid
not have towalk through a nght rope
as lar as the majority in the parlia-
ment \s the main
Congress led by Sonia Gandhi and

IS concerncd.

other smaller opposition groups
Laled 1o mount any ellective resis-

o businessmen 1o procure dealsin
the detence ministry without know-
mg that the phony businessmen
were actually newsmen belonging
1o lehelka doccom”™ who were hell-
bent on exposing corruption in the
higher echelons of the government.
Persons including a major general
and brigadier m the army and sev-
eral 1gp_olfigials of the delenee

dently serious.
stalled proceedings in both houses
ol padiament charging the govern-
ment as corrupt and asking for s
resignation. The government ook
aclion against a major general and
some senior ollicials shown in the

film. Prime minister initially

rejected the resignation ol delence

ini§er byt Jargr gegepied it {Dt‘
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disrupt the proceedings, Finally, the
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procurement landed in the trap laid

jolt . as Mamita Banerjee ol ally

The "Tehelka™ newsmen Tarun Tejpal and Anirudduh Behl through their bold and investigative journalism not only
have added a chapter of courage to the profession but also done a good job for their country and society.

treasury bench and the opposition
reached an understanding brokered
by Speaker G M Balajougi following
assurance from the government on
the JPCinvestigation,

[t was a sort of blot from the blue.
The multi-party national demo-
cratic alliance (NDA) government of
prime minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
was sailing rather smoothly with no
major problem confronting it. The
opposition could not mount any
resistance against the government
which is in power for more than one
and a hall years in the current spell.
The previous NDA government with
the same prime minister from the
dominant Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) ol the coalition ruled the
country for asimilar period belore il
lost power when some allies, nota-
bly the AIDMK ol Jayaram

investigation and solve this dispute.
We demand that the UN undertakes
a neutral investigation and solves
the dispute.
Nokibullslam
Aubnrn, USA

Whatis thebigdeal?

In the last Tew weeks 1 have read

several letters in vour daily regard-
ing Bangladesh Biman's allegediy
rude behaviour towards a passenger
who had the audacity 1o protest a
Hight delav. | Hail to see why people
are trving tomake a big deal out ol il
I his is nothing new orunheard ol in
our society. b mean, isn't radencss
inherent culture? We fuce
rudeness evervday, evervwhere in
Bangladesh, Does the person at the
postolhice counteror the teller at the

1ty Ll

hank window ever smile al vou and
prect vou? Does any business in
Bangladesh Tollow the concept ol
“customer comes lirst”, or do they
even know the meaning ol the word
“customer service ™ Have you ever
been o the T&1 olhice, or the power
supply oflice or the gas company
olfice to hix a billing-crror and won-
der it courtesy was a thing of the
Past?

SO let's wake up. Let's stop com:
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issue, It appeared set to rule the
country for a longer time if not the
full term.

Al this point of time rather unex-
pectedly the "Tehelka" bomb
exploded with such magnitude that
it not only shook the government
but brought into sharp question its
longevity. The scam involving pur-
chase ol materials for the defence
ministry included key figures like
the president of BJP other politi-
cians ol repute and several officials
who matter in defence deals in the
scandal, The BJP chiel Bangaru
Laxman quit and also defence min-
ister Gerorge Fernandes. HisSamalta
party chiel and state minister Java
Jeitly is also at the centre of the
controversy as she has been seen
taking two lakh rupees in exchange
of assurance that she would help

plaining about petty things and talk
about serious problems like crime
and corrupuon that politicians
climdonot exist.

K.Rashid
Houston, Texas

Operation Sea Angel

'he local press covered the recent
visit ol Licutenant General (Retired)
Henry C Stackpole, president of the
A\sta-1"acithe Centre Tor Scecurity
Studies, and lormer commander ol
the Joint Task Force Sea Angel, on the
LOth anniversary ol the devastating
cyclone. The task loree that General
Stackpole commanded was called
Opcration Sea Angel and nol
Operation Sea Angels, asreportedin
a number ol dalies. And it was
joint LIS military lorce, not a US
Marine operation, headed by o US
Marme. The US lorees include US
Navy, US Armwy, US Air Force and LS
NMarines, as well as civilian (non-
unitorm) personnel ot their services.

I remember being in Dhaka and
Chintagong while reliel operations
were ongomg and mecting  with
membersofall the US services. Lalso
remember the outstanding service
that was provided by the two US
Army members whose names lai

by the newsmen. Entire conversa-
tons with all these people were
recorded by secret video camera
including the handing over of
money tosome ol the persons.

It made all sit up rubbing their
eyves in utter bisbelief. How could
one believe that Bangaru Laxman
could take bribe to influence the
deal as the leader ol the ruling party
when he is known for ‘leading an
honest life’ and the BJP too boasts of
being transparent! He did not deny
taking the money as he has been
seen in the video taking it. However,
while resigning from his post, he
said money was taken lor the party
which few believed. Delence Minis-
ter Fernandes denied any wrong
doings himsell when he resigned.
ButJaya Jaitly?

The fallout of the scam is evi-

me but who were assigned to the US
Embassyin Dhaka. They were recog-
nised by the same award and mili-
tary ribbon that our troops received
lor partucipation in cvclone relief
opceration. 1t have been
appropriate it they were also invited
(0 take part in remembenng the
good work Licutenant General
Henry C Stackpole (Retired) and
thev did.

M. M. Haque
Guelshan, Dlicka
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Unbearable -«

We, the residents of Arambag arca,
Mirpur have been suflering lrom
lrequent load shedding, causing
much havor 1o our evervday lile.
Power goes out hive/six times a day
and thereisno ume-table as towhen
Hwill go and how Tong i will take (o
come back. Water cannot be stored
in the ank, iems become
rotten as the relrigerator Lails, elees
ric appliances go out ol order. | he
FISC exitminations are knocking ul
the and  lile has become
unbearable for the examinees with
such lrequentload shedding.

It is the same situation in other
parts of Mirpor. We know thit power
consumption increases during

lood

doo

“Trinamul Congress® in West Bengal
resigned as railway minister and
quit the coalition. Clearly, she could
not take this burden of being an
associate of the blemished Vajpayee
government when elections in West
Bengal are due on May 10,

The defence ministry scams are
obviously more dangerous than
corruptions in other areas. Hence,
the adverse ellects of such scandals
on any government are generally
severe, Late Indian prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi had to pay for the
alleged "Bolors™ arms scam as he
lost power in the following election.

The parting of ways by the
“Trinamul Congress” from the

ruling NDA has not however jeopar- |

dised the existence of the NDA
government as it sull has enough
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summer. But illegal connections
intensily the power shortages.
We hope PDB and DESCO will take
reduce load
shading or at lcast ensure that power
will not be interrupted at night.
Besides, action should be
taken against those who have illegal
connecuons

necessary sieps 1o

stern

S.M.Enavetur Raheem
Mirpur, Dhaka

IsitTime?

Fwish 1o express my leclings on the
current pohtical scenario through
this poem

SWe wake up to cach now day 1o o

[he wonld
news s not all tresh since we have

cnsp dresh newspaper

been watching the ate-night news,
and not much ol the local news is
palatable.

News ol the world is unsettling,
the moto “Night s Right' is the
order of the dave Palestine. Muslim
tolerance 1o lews and Christians,
who showed violent intolerance ol
cach others™ Taith, has been repaid
by combined violence against
Muslims. Islam is merely a progres-
sion ol the same faith, There is a
cCampaign against Islam stemming
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majoniy 1o survive. But more such
defections by smaller allies can pu
the government in real trouble.
Some ol these smaller parties are
sitting on the lence and waiching
the developments. I the outeome of
the coming elections in live sfales
Tamil Nadu, Assam, West Bengal,

Kerala and Pondicherry refllecgany-
J
"Bk d’rmﬂn’\mimqﬂer

asaltics Sivatier hatmets arthe -
party NDA alliance may Ieelencenr-
aged to quit and that may put the
Vajpayee government on a real
slippery ground.

The "Tehelka” newsmen Tarun
Tejpal and Anirudduh Behl through
their bold and inyestigative journal-
ism not only have added a chapterof
courage (o the profession but also
done a good job for their country
and society. Although the ruling BJP
has reservations about the JPC
investigations into the "Tehelka®
allegations, it has assured the oppo-
sition ofit. The parliamentary inves-
Ligations are expected (o be effective
in unearthing the whole thing since
the government is still sceptical
about the full authenticity of the
“Tehelka”™ disclosures. At the

moment, however, the Vajpayee

governiment is certainly engrossed
1o an extent with the problems
stemming from Bangladesh-India
border skirmishes which is the most
talked about topic now in both the

countries and has relegated lhe"k} w
)

“Tehelka®™ issue to somewhat less
impaortant position for the [me
being.
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lrom roots ol racial discrimination,
distortion ol historical facts and the
ageless feeling ol Western  white
supremacy over non-white races.

We are disturbed by injustive
anviwvhere in the world.

I'he state of Bangladesh I8
precipiiatingwith acceleratedspeed
towards the edge.

I'he fate ol the nation is in the hands

ol missionaries and visionanoes.
Power ~tul vision and ‘mission-10=
Kill

But their rthetorie (erude on one side
ol the scale and ignorant on the
other) is in line with their purposés
they are here to save us and take us
onthe path of salvation.

L am asking vou all a question

Irom a play perlormed by @ focal 4
school somwe Vears age, {rom Nif
Raba, IS 1 Time? 3
[Eas time (o show that we are unil_ljﬁ

as peaple of this country. i

We will not be at the merey of @
handiul of M&V people withvested
interests, preving on helpless mil

hons, acrime againsthumanity. }
\We can no longer wait for things 8
o

to getbetterwhat canwe Jdo?
Atmy wit'send.”

Concerned
Dhaka
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