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MESSAGE

The Dutch-Bangla Chamber ol
Commerce & Industry (DRCCH
and all its members extend their
warmest [elicitations (o her Maj-
esty the Queen of the Netherlands,
Queen Beatrix. Although April 30°
IS actually the birthday of the
Queen Mother, we join all Dutch
nationals in celebrating Queen
Beatrix” birthday on this date. On
the occasion ol this Dutch Na-
tonal Day we recognise that pri-
vate sector entrepreneurs contrib-
ute towards the socio-economic
development and the goal of sell-
reliance of both Bangladesh and
the Netherlands. DBCCI will play
its role in supporting the imple-
mentation of policy reforms and in
creating a more open and com-
petitive climate for trade and in-
vestment.

Bangladesh and the Nether-
lands have historical and cultural
ties from ancient days; the Neth-
erlands was among the first coun-
tries to recognise Bangladesh,
almost immediately alter libera-
tion. The two nations also show
remarkable similarities. For in-
stance, both countries have 1o
cope with the problem of com-
bating water threats ol rivers and
scas. There are many diflerences
as well. Bangladesh has an enor-
mous population density, its peo-
ple durplly involved in agriculture
and farming. 1t still has a long way
10 go to obtain advanced knowl-
edge in sectors such as water
management, health, energy, edu-
cation, environment ana many
others, On the other hand, the
Netherlands has succeeded in
overcoming many obstacles and
has been on a path ol continuous
development towards advanced
prospenity. DBCCI aims for co-
operation with the hope of emu-
lating the success of the Dutch.

A healthy and growing busi
ness community can develop cas
illy and quickly. DBCCI can lind
means and ways to foster the de-
velopment of a healthy and grow-
ing Lusinvss community with the
co-operation of both governments
through friendly and congcmal
political atmosphere. DBCCI levls
that Bangladesh has abundani
manpower resources and cheap

labour costs which provide a con-
vincing argument for investment.
And in fact, Dutch investors have
been in this region since long ago.
As stated in its terms ol thl’
ence, DBCCH is (o promote eco-
nomic co-operation between the
Netherlands  and  Bangladesh,
particularly in the private sector,
and to provide tacilities and serv-
Ices 1o persons, lirms and compa-
nies interested in economic trans-
actions such as trade, commerce
and industry between the Nether-
lands and Bangladesh. The Dutch-
Bangla Chamber of Commerce &
Industry seeks o combine  th

substantial reserves of adaptable
and vouthful labour lorce In
Bangladesh with the wealth ol
technical know-how ol the Neth-
erlands. Together, we can form a
winning combination. In lostering
this combination further, the main
objective of the organisation is (o
make an effort on behall of trade
and industry to facilitate ex-
changes of views and ideas.

I'o disseminate knowledge and
information related 1o trade,
commerce, industry and other
economic lields, DBCCI has been
planning to organise visits of busi-
ness delegations from the Nether-
lands to Bangladesh as well as
visits of business delegations from
Bangladesh to the Netherlands
Continuous eflorts of DBCCI also
ensure promotion of Dutch prod-
ucts in Bangladesh as well as
products of Bangladesh in the
Netherlands. In addition, DBCCI
can assist in resolving business
transactions and disputes between
companies from the Netherlands
and Bangladesh as and when nec-
essary, lhereby strengthening
economic co-operation between
the two [riendly countries.

he tasks involved are no
doubt difficult, yvet by the support
ind co-operation ol the members,
it will continue to provide contri-
bhutions towards the achievement
of the desired objectives.

Kh. Mokarram Hossain
President

Dutch-Bangla Chamber of
Commerce &

Industry (DBCCI)

The Netherlands and Bangladesh: Development partners

HE Netherlands is a long:
standing development part-
ner of Bangladesh. In the

vear 2000, the Netherlands pro-
vided a total of 60 million Duteh
guilders, over 27 million euros (25
million US dollars), as develop-
ment assistance under the core
programme. For this year 77 mil-
lion Dutch guilders, 35 million
curos, have been made available.
However, development is not just
an issue of the size of the available
budget. During the past few years,
the Netherlands started placing
more and more emphasis on the
eflectiveness of our development
co-operation programmes.  The
Netherlands therefore decided on
some important policy shifts.

In the first place a choice was
made to limit our bilateral activi-
ties to only 17 countries, ol which
Bangladesh is one. In the second
place, the core bilateral develop-
ment  programmes  were to be
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focused on only a few sectors, On
the basis of consultations with the
Government of Bangladesh, repre-
sentatives of civil society and other
development partners in Bangla-
desh, the Netherlands concen-
trated  its development  co-
operation activities in three sec-
tors: integrated water resources
management, basic health care,
and basic education. In addition,
it was agreed that possibilities
would be studied for a fourth sec
tor programme in rural clectrilis
cation.

Another important element ol
the renewed Duteh development
co-operation policy is the choice
lor a sectoral approach. Througl
this approach, isalated projecis
are 1o be replaced by coherent
sectoral programmes, The Neth-
criands  began  providing  long-
tlerm support to the sectors (or
sub-sectors), tailored to the policy
ramework as drawn up by the

Government of Bungladesh.
Poverty Reduction Strategies
are an instrument to further en-
hance the elfectiveness ol devel-
opment assistance, The Nether-
lands attaches great value to thor-
ough comprehensive poverty re-
duction strategies that reflect the
views of the society at large and
that can give the necessary diree-
tion and focus to the poverty alle-
viation activities ol all develop-
ment  partners.  Therelore,  the
Netherlands is prepared 10 sup-

port this process, which the Gov-
croment ol Bangladesh has em-

barked upon whoerever this could
b helplul,

Lhe Duteh development co-
operation programme only oflers
grant funding, no loans. Of the 35
million euros that are available for
the present vear, approximately
50% is expected (o be absorbed by
the Integrated Water Manage-
ment Sector Programme. 1his
sector programme provides sup-

port tor policy development, in-
cluding assistance in the process
ol drafting the National Water
Management Plan, and for insti-
futional  support  for BWDB,
WARPO and related institutions.
lhree  major  sub-sector  pro-
prammes are also covered: Ganges
Dependent Area (GDA), Integrated
Coastal Zone Management, and
Small Scale Water Resources De-
velopment.

Under de GDA-programme
dredging activities take place 1o
keep water fllowing into the Goral
River, in anticipation of more
structural  solutions, which are
expected to come under World
Bank funding. Another major ac-
livity in the GDA is the Sundar-
bans Biodiversity Conservation
Programme, where the Nether-
lands participates on the basis of
co-linancing with the ADB, In the
Coastal Zone the major activity is
the Char Development and Set-
tlement Project in Noakhali, Feni

and Chivagong districts.  The
Small Scale Water Resources De-
velopment Project, which covered
the smaller polders in westemn
Bangladesh, is expecied (0 be
extended to the eastern part. |his
new phase 10 the programme,
another joint activity of ADB and
the Netherlands, is presently un-
der appraisal,

Basic Iealth Care and Basic
Education are the other two on-
going scclor programmes ol the
Dutch aid programme. In the
health sector the Netherlands is a
strong supporter of the Health and
Population Sector  Programme
(HPSP), in which it contributes a
substantial share of the budget
support provided by the pool fun-
ders 1o this programme. HPSP is
considered as one ol the lorerun-
ner programmes with respect (o
the sectoral approach. [ts prom-
ising start will hopefully open the
way to further sectoral approaches

in ather ministries. In the health

sector substantial support is also

piven 1o the Navonal Nadyition oo

Programme, which is seen as

necessary  complement 10 (he

HISP, Furthermore assistance s
provided for the programmes of
the Bangladesh Women  Healily
Coalition. '
Inthe education sector the
Netherlands focuses on the Non.
Formal Primary Education pro-
gramme of BRAC. Possibilities for
supporting the Bangladesh Goy-
ermment’s primary and mass edu-
cation programmes are being
studied.
Development objectives can-
not be achieved without the con-
tributions and participation of
women in Bangladesh. The Neth-
erlands is especially  concerned
with  poverty-related inequalities
Iu-m;vvn women and men, and
continues 1o promote equality in
the arcas of health, education and
wdlerresources management.
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The water resources systems in Bangladesh
and the Netherlands '

Ron KOUDSTAAL

HIS article gives some back-
ground inlormaton on the
physical conditions ol the

waldl resources systems
(WRS) of Bangladesh and th
Netherlands, aiming to contribut
to the understanding and com
parative iterpretation ol the in
stitutional and participatory issues
IN water management.

Main characteristics ol the
walter resources ﬂrslums of
Bangladesh and the Neth-
erlands

General features: It should be

mentioned that Bangladesh is
more dependent on upstream
countries than the Netherlands,

which occupies an almost 1w e as
v part ol the total river basin
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area as Bangladesh.

Roughly 70 per cent of the land
area ol both countries can be ear-
marked as floodplain. In the Neth-
erlands -- where without protec-
works 2/3 of the country
would be flooded by sea water at
high tides -- dominates the coastal
lloodplain, while in Bangladesh
the riverine floodplain occupies a
much greater land area than the
coastal floodplain. Consequently,
i Bangladesh inundations are
mainly caused by high river dis-
charges and intensive local rain-
fall

In the Netherlands, extreme
floods in the western part of the
country are a combination of a
storm induced set up of water
levels in the funnel shaped North
Sea and high river discharges
(which can be in the order of sev-
eral meters, such as 3 meter in
February 1953). In Bangladesh,
cyclonic storms usually occur in
the pre- and post-monsoon peri-
ods and are considered separate
phenomena, not related to the
flood regulation capacity of the
Bangladesh flood plains,

Level of protection: In the
Netherlands, physical capital has
complemented and replaced
natural capital to a great extent.
'hat holds, for example, for the
wastiewaltern freatment facilities
complementing the natural waste
assimilation capacity and for all
the infrastructure that reduces the
intrusion of salt water in absence
of sufficient surface water flows. It
holds as well for the flood protec-
tion system where higher and
higher dikes have to be built to
compensate for the lack of natural
storage capacity of the flood
plains

In the coastal areas, there is a
continuous elfort in both coun

11000}

tries which aims at full protection.

In the riverine Hood plain. how- /

ever the situavon is different. In
the Netherlands, where the need
lor safety dominates, almost 100"
of the riverime foodplain i1s pro-
tected, In Bangladesh, floods have
many more, and often conflicting,
functions. Agriculture and fishe
ies, for example, are intrinsically
related to different stages ol flood.
hey not only depend on the peak
and duration of the floods, bul
also on the onset and recession of
floods, while their requirements
are different, In Bangladesh,
roughly about 50% of the flood
plain area is protected.

[he different physical, social
and economic conditions in both
countries has also triggered a dil-
ferent approach to safety through
flood protection. In the coastal
areas in the Netherlands flood
protection under normal condi-
tions is considered a must and
crest levels of dikes are designed at
water levels which are exceeded
only once in 10, 000 years. In
Bangladesh the design criterion Iis
only once every 100 years. In the
riverine flood plains, similar dif-
ferences exist: in the Netherlands

design frequencies range Irom
once every 1,250 to 2,000 years,

while in Bangladesh a design fre-

quency of once every 20 years 1S

used.

[t is interesting to observe that
in both countries an intensive
public debate is ongoing on the
level of protection. In the Nether-
lands, the debate focuses on the
environmental implications of the
advanced level of protection. What
is at stake in Bangladesh, is a dis-
cussion and trade off benween
various [lood plain users and their
interests. [his indicates that what
long has been considered to be

mainly a technical and economis
1Issue, in fact is a matter of social
preference,

Issues of water

management

Both in Bangladesh and the Neth-
erlands, IWRM has been presented
as an institutional and participa-
tory challenge. Implementation of
IWRM 1s not any more the respon-

sibility of one single agency such
as the Bangladesh Water Deyvel-
opment Board or the Duich
Rijkswaterstaat. It is considered 1o
be a corporate affair, in which line
agencies have to agree on a com-
mon approach, for the imple-
mentation of which they will be
(partly) hold responsible, This
requires models of governance,
which are in development in bhoth

colntries,

In Bangladesh, a National Wa.-
or Policy is recently formulated
||"‘|“H. which clearly stares the
dominating national objectives
wWhich relate 1o 1S statgs of a de-
veloping country: food security
f'.iI'ldl poverty alleviation. A proper
Institutional framework of conrdi-

Hating agencies and correspond-
Cooectbinriveed anii [l 20

International Conference on

Corruption to

be held in

The Netherlands

INISFERS  and expuernts

Irom L8O govern-

ments trom all over the
world will meet ol

the Global Forum on Fighting
Corruption and Saleguarding In-
tegrity 11, to be held from 28 - 31
May in The Hague, The Nether-
lands. Global Forum I1 is the fol-
low-up ol Global Forum 1, hosted
by Vice President Al Gore in 1999,
The Netherlands Minister of Jus-
tice, Mr. Benk Korthals, will be the
host of Global Forum 11

lhe Netherlands  offered  to
host Global Forum 1l as it has al
wavs been active in promoting
justice and international law. In
addition, it regards t(he fight
dgainst corruption as relevant for
all. Corruption is a phenomenon
that not only undermines eco-
nomic growth and trade in gen-
eral, but also tends to affect the
most vulnerable groups in our
societies the most. Preventive
measures and promotion of integ-
rity are just as important in the
light against corruption as aspects
ol criminal law and law enforce-
ment.

Global Forum 11 is an intergov-
ernmental conference with the
general objective to conlirm gov-
ernments commitments to hght
corruption and promote integrity.
It s expected that Ministers will
adopt a Final Declaration, con-
laining a number of ideas related
o a huture legal UN-instrument
against corruption, 1o the moni-
toring ol the elfectiveness of na-
tional anti-corruption  strategies
and (o best practices.

In addivon w Ministers re-
sponsible  for national  anti-
corruption strategies, government
experts in the fields of integrity,
law enforcement, customs, devel.
opment co-operation and trade
will attend the conference. Also a
limited number of international
overnmental and non-
governmental organisations have
been invited.,

Ihe conference will cover five
themes:

L. Integrity and Governance
2. Law Enlorcement

HOme

). Customs

4. Corruption, Transition and
Development

5. Government and the Busi-
Ness Seclor

[he conference will bring to-
gether Ministers responsible for
the fight against corruption from,
in principle, all countries in the
world. Participants will engage in a
lively debate on ways and means
(o promote the monitoring of the
eltectiveness ol national and in-
lernational strategies againsl cor-
ruption. I'he conference will con-
clude with the formal adoption of
the Final Declaration of the con-
lerence.
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REX product line:

market with REX.
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VPS International bv

AGENTS / DISTRIBUTORS WANTED

VPS International BV is a Dutch based Motor Oil Company.
Closely located to the Rotterdam port and its Petrochemical
Industry, we endeavour several export advantages. Our 25
year experience is best translated in leading positions in
several markets world-wide. proiys i el s

For the Bangladesh market we are looking for a company
interested to represent our REX label. We offer the best
professional support and can offer very competitive export
prices and conditions.

Motor Oils:
Brake Fluids:
Greases:

Speciality Lubricants:
Available in practically all qualities and packing sizes.

Provide us with your full address. current activities and give
us your opinion of how you would enter the Bangladesh

Don't hesitate to contact us lor more information.

7007 GD Doetinchem
Tel: +31 314'34'1 756
Fax: +31 814 342820
e-mail us at: lubricants@vps-international.nl

HTTP: www.vps-lubricants.nl
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Testimony of Grasso (a member of GEA)

' FISH PROCESSING PLANT,
POTATO COLD STORAGE
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Refrigeration Systems
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- Saudi Government awarded project worth aprox. USS 125 milion

for refrigeration sysfem for Slaughtering & Processing unfo 400,000
orimals socrificed by Pllgrim during Hajl in Mecca.

- FES the 3rd kxgest suppller of Refrigeration System in USA joined in GEA
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