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The occasion of the birthday of
her Majesty Queen Beanvix rime
" aud again brings people in the
Nertherlands rogether o celebrare
their common well being. | gladly
use this opportunity to also dwell
upon the relations betivegn the
Netherlands and  Baugladesh,
countries thar have so much in
' comumon and peoples thar have
had thirry years of intensive inter-
actions. We are a small countn
about a quarter '
Bangladesh - with 16 million quite
productive people. Our economy is

truly post-industrial, with 21'% of

our popudarion emploved in
mamifacruring and agriculture
and almost 2/3rds in services and
n trade. Over tle past fewr years ow
< pnemployment rate has been un-
der 5%, very low by European stan-
dards. and job growth in the Neth-
erlands from 1992<1999 rose a
robust 2% per year, equal to for
example the U.S. job growth rate
Ar the same rime the GDP gronth
averaged between 3 and 4%, while
inflarion was kepr under control
and inrerest rates were lonw Pt’l'.*lf’-"t’
have referred to these achievements

as the Durch Miracle
What kinds of things do we do?
: First and foremost we are, and
i always have been, a nation of trad-
ers. inventors and merchanrs. More
than 50% of our GDP is related to
trade, and because of this we are
ounward looking and internation-
ally oriented. We are, moreover,
free rraders. which puts us ar odds
on occasion wirh of our
Eunropean allies and orher more

protective econoniies

s0ne

How do we fare in the world
economy?

\Ve have the world’s 10 largest
economy and are the worlds 8
largest exporter. We will be. ac-
cording ro the esteemed Econonist
i izine. the leading place 1o do
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business over the next few years.
Our banking secror was rated the
world’s best by Moody's investor
services.

Our geographic locanon makes
us thw Gareway to Europe, with
more than 50% of all goods head-
ing into Europe passing through
the world's largest seaport - Rotrer-
dam - both in terms of sheer size
and ronnage shipped, as well as the
4" largest cargo airport - Schiphol.
Our first rare logistics and trans-
portation nenvork guarantees the
speedy flow of goods to and from
these ports into the European hin-
terland.

The Netherlands is also the
worlds third largest exporter of
agriculiural  products, and the
largesr producer of tulip bulbs and
cut flowers

And whar abour the Nether-
lands and Bangladesh? The Neth
erlands was among the first coun-
tries 1o recoguise Bangladesh afrer
e FUenl cInerging os o il
Cureently,  Bangladesh  figiies
prowinently on rhe hist of some 20
countries thar noww have structural
bilateral development relations
with the Netherlands. Details are
given elsewhere in this supplement.
Over the years, support from the
Netherlands has exceeded rthree
billion Netherlands Guilders ( sia
thousand crore Taka). Durch com-
panies have gained unique exper-
ence here, in the worlds larges!
river systems. In recent years. ex-
ports to the Netherlands have fa
exceeded the annual development
assistance, last year with a factor
nine. The best words ro describe the
Durchi-Bangladesh relationship are
“fruitful” and even “profitable.”

Turning to politics in the Neth-
erlands, we have a srable pariia-
mentary democracy. The current
government was first elected 1
1994 and re-elected in 1998. The
Labowr Party. the liberal party and
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a smaller “progressive” party forn
what we know as the “Purple” - red

and blue mixed - coalition

A unique aspect of Durch poli
tics and society is the search Jor
consensus, now popularly knoi
as the “Polder model”. World lead
ers such as President Clinton and
Prime Minister Blair shoived greal
interest in the model. The Dutch
like to discuss and debare the issues
of the rfn_l: and we respecr every-
ane’s right to put his or her nvo
cents in. While the debare may be
long, whar arises from that long
debate will most likely command
the support of a solid majoriry of
the people. We have learned that a
small, rightly-packed, energised
country is easier to govern If 1mosf
parties can find a part of rheir be-
liefs in the policy. This search for
consensus has allowed us to adapt
and change without widespread
socinl unrest or economic disrup-
Hon

A good example of the search for
consensus can be found in the
Durch economic miracle 1 dv
scribed earlier. In the mid 1980s,
the Dutch economy was stagnant,
unemployment rising, and
standards of living were declining
The leading political parties, as
well as business, labour and gov-
ernment came together to find a
way to reverse rhose trends. Each
party realised that stalemate served
no one. Happily. pragmatisni over-
came dogmatism, and each side
gave a lintle: labour would hold
back on wage demands, business
would hold back on lay-offs and
work reductions, and governmeil
would alleviare some I1ax and
regularory burdens. These policies
wwere refined over the vears and the
economy rurned irself around o
tlie benefir of all

[his same and
consensus-seeking Mmain
Dutch policies. When 1 Decoon
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clear thar environmental degraca
tton threatened both our qualiry of

*'I-rﬂr" . i'l'i'l‘lll"I A freliil 11310 1))
growth, industry, agricolture. ki
bour and government camne 10-

gether to reach consensiies on hote
ro best solve envivornmental prob
lemis without harming the econ-
omy. Durch policies on drugs, on
social welfare reform, on euthana-
siaa, on workforce matters y and
nany other issues hicave thetr roots
1 ;'f-.'.' Duntch consensus model

Oun the international level, oul
paolicies steire toward an interna
tional system thar is at peace. that
I~ arderly, thar is just; where trade
s open, contacts are free, and
capital and goods flow smoothly. A
system which promotes respect for
law and luonan rights; one which
allowes nations 1o co operale and
successfully manage and
ontain the international conflicts
Irise franl time 1o fime
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foundation

A lor of attention Is givell (o sig
nals from civic sociery and 1
linkages with civic society aurocd
Recently, all political parties 1o-
gether .\H..”_,n"!”'fl“ff the serring up of
the foundation called “Institure for
Multi Demeocracy”. IMD will focus
on the possibilities in Africa as well
as in Latin America and Asia. The
will concentrate on
countries that are going through a
difficult period in their deniocra
rsaron process For examyp
countries that after the firsr (series
of) elections are in the process of
building up and deepening a mul-
[pcdrty sysiem, or couuairries gouig
through a period of transttion from
an  authoritarian regune to a
democratically elected goveriment,
bur also countries thar do nor have
a democrarlic Dut
where existing conditions allow the
dcrclopment of free nsrirulions
whieh conldd prepeiii J’rJh'_L” i for
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With deep gratitude to

Her Majesty the Queen Beatrix

We warmly congratulate

- The friendly people of the Netherlands
' on the occasion of their

National Day

(@ Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited

Sena Kalyan Bhaban (3'9 & 4! Floor), 195 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Tel: BBO-2-9568542-44, Fax - 880-2-9561889 | Tlx : 632156 DBBL BJ, E-mail - dbbl@bdmal net
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transition to a multiparty denio
racy in the foreseeable future. 1ie
activities of the foundation coni-
plement the support given by otlier
Durch non-governmental as well
as govermmental organisations,
and are financed by the Durcli
ministry for Development Co
operarion

e Netherlands is not a super-
power, so we must rely upon part
ners and allies to achieve some of
these goals, We were Jounding
members of the European Coal and
Steel Communiry, which evolved
into todays European Union. The
continued untfication of Europe,
especially on the economic level, is
in our interests. And we believe that
a maore inregrated Europe art the
political level would be a posirtive
influence upon world affairs. In
our political conracts with Bangla
desh the EU partners increasingl)
operdle as one eniiry

We also \'Hn.*.rgf_l sUppori, and
were a founding member of, the
United Nations. We participate in
most UN agencies and forions, and
believe that the country-Duilding
and development acrivities of 1l
(Jhe il while not perject
are essential. In fact the Nethe
lerniels Is the 3
donor of foreign aid in the
winclt e disteibite botly +
deliveand bilatorally
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capital of i uorld Decanse 1lo1s

home 1o the Internatiornal Cotri o

Justice and other international
legal bodies and mribunals, Th
Netherlands firmily Delieves that
strcngthening the ride of law and
respect  fJor  fundamental  rights
within developing counmies Is
esserntial to rtheir stabiliry and
prosperity. Strengthening respecl

for international law and

ICCog
nised norms of belhiavionr betiveer
colinrres 1s likeunse the sine-aquia
Inoin oj pedac stabiliry and |
perity at the internarional |
Dl fl.' forces are pairt

'il.'.l’.r“”'hl |"|,-F p_lv..-,'lil' 114 (11

i the Middle East, on Cyprus, i(n
the  Balkans, Cambodia, Angola
and Ethiopia and Eritrea. This is
another field we share with Baug-
ladesh that belongs to the top
sippliers of peace keeping forces

The picrure | have painted so
far is a positive one and, 1 beliere, a
fatr one. Hoivever, we are clso Desel
wth nicny “f the sanie piroblons
seen i other countries

First of all the econoniic groncth
may not last forever. The Central
Economic Plan 2001 was published
on 10 April. The international eco-
nomic slowdown is expected 10
slow down manufacturing owrpul
in the Netherlands. The Central
Planning Bureau expects growth i
2002 ro slacken to 2.75%. Industries
that depend heavily on exporis or
the sale of capital goods, and sec
tors thar ;Hr”'ffﬁ_’ services 1o them,
will be most affecred by the esn-
mated reduction in growth. On the
other hand, economic sectors such
as retatling, carering and personal
services will benefit from the sus-
ratned healthy rrend in consumel
spending. The energy industry 1s
the only area of the economnty in
which output is expected to grow
substantially more in 2001 than in
2000

Furthernmore, we have an age
ing population, whicl brings witl
social and cul

LI miciny economntli

tural challenges. Health care cost
(iri "'-.H'a'_':r r'“‘.[i‘l ff e are NHol carefriil
thie farotrable u‘Hu‘!"}f*'f SITHATical 1

cnjorv now' could quickly disappean
. i IF.I|. fril"l '|'|f‘l|l.|l'.l [ .',I‘lln.
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[hie stress placed npon the envi

ronment Ly industry, agricullire

and consumers s increasing, and
while progress has been madi
INHCIE nore nilisl ."J. r."fuh' Jr'.l 871

that a warerlogged country Like 1l
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and demonstrated the vulnerabil-
imvof the livestock sector

Winle
Deing preparcd quite nell for the
21" century, those who are left be-
hind demand our artention 10o.
The scotrges of crime. of drug use,
are found in every country and that
inchudes the Netlerlands.

hi short, in the Netherlands we
also face subspantial challenges,
and some are similar to those fac-
g Bangladesh. | hope that neither

Jiices) YL ]u”f}i‘ fily

country shies away from rhose
challenges
I'he Netherlands “Polde:

model” is no solution for all prob-
lems. It may however offer some
ingredients that orhers find atrrac-
rnve and contribute to respectful
polirics

I hope that this message
provides you with a better
appreciation of the Nether-
lands and that vou wunder-
stand that we are more than
a small country of wind-
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‘OUR WARMEST FELICI

TO HER MAJESTY QUEEN

-

HEADQUARTERS:

GLOBAL LEADER IN
MANUFACTURING, SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION
OF PORTABLE STEEL BRIDGES
FOR EMERGENCY-, SEMI-PERMANENT-
AND PERMANENT USE

Janson Bridging B.V.

Veaerdam 7
Lhe Netherlands

5308 JH

Zalthommel-Aalsl

“dek: +31 (0)418 677700 ™
Fax: +31(0)418 677 709

g-matl

intn@ansanbridging . com

w Nip//www jansonbridging com
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BANGIADESH BEPRELENTATIVE

Internatiofal Busziness Nelwork
ABC House. B Kemial Ataturk Avenue

banant. Dhaka
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Bormiall

Bangladesh
BB07 881 726351
BRNZ BAZ 3511

ahedibhn@hdmall net
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