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Real Madrid superstar Luis Figo (L) and Osasuna'’s Jose Manuel Yanguas fight for the ball during their Primera Liga encounter at Madrid's Santiago Bernabeu

stadiumon April 28.

Primera Liga

Raul saves Real blues
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An opportunisi strike by Raul saw
league leaders Real Madnd come
from behind 1o snatch a barely
deserved 1-1 draw against relega-
tion strugglers Osasuna on Saturday.
Raul's 19 th goal in the La Liga,
which made him joint top-scorerin
the league with Barcelona's
Rivaldo, brought the home side back
on level terms alter they fell behind
to a perfectly-siruck [ree kick from
Osasuna midhelder Alex Fernandez
The result meant Real stayed well on
course for their first Spanish title in
four vears. They extended their lead
to 12 points over Deportivo Coruna
who play Espanvol on Sunday.
A 64th minute header from striker
Juan Sanchez gave third-placed
Valencia a 1-0 victory over
‘Valladolid, moving them a paoinl
behind Deportivo

Real had appeared in no hurry 1o
lake the imunative as they stroked the
ball harmlessivaround the midhield,

concerned wilh
ving then v dhead ol
fuesday s Champions League

apparently  muort

L asLd il (L)

semihimal acaimst Bavern Mumich
Real made several hatl-hearted
atac ks with Lurs Hivo guimy il one

- =

and shooting wide on 24 minutes
and Michel Salgado cutting in from

\lex Fernandez stepped up o
curl his superb free Kick around the
wall and between a post and the
diving Casillas to makear 1 -0,

Bul only two munutes later rel
vive Jurienzo Alvarez gave Real a
penalty alter [Figo appeared to dive
in the area alter the slightest of

Real Madrid 32 2]
. Deportivo 31 17
| Valencia 32 16
l Mallorca 31 14
| Barcelona 3] 14
f ('.cl{a‘{igf; 31 13

6 5 70 33 (Y
6 H 60 38 57
b 8 49 25 56
i1 6 14 7 53 |
9 3 68 50 51
8 10 13 14 47

Spanish top six after Saturday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals
for, against, points):

i

the right wing and unleashing a
fierce shot that forced a sharp save
lrom Osasuna keeper Nuno.
With Real still playing at half pace,
Osasuna caught them napping in
defence and Roberto Carlos gave
away a free kick metres outside the
areaon 3y minules.

Bundesliga

Bochum upset
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Bochum. earning a grim 1-1 draw 1o

bottom
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second-placed champions

with a slv Saturday
night sl

Bavern had upped the stakes
earlicr Saturday, grabbing a hard-
fought 1-0 win over Freiburg at the
Olympic Stadium which 100k them
top ahead of their rivals’ evening
match at Bochum

Schalke's draw and
point result hoisted them back 1o
1Op spol on ,L'ﬂ ds dilference, but it is
Bavern who will be licking their lips
in anucipation of pulling back the
slimdillerence between the sides

Lhe prossare is on Schalke
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: 'l.‘-.llf.-

now have three matches 10 show

that are capable ol wanning theds
hiest league title, and an this display
Pavern would be largiven for cele-
Drating early

Visitors Schalkewent down 1 <00
the 218t minue when Paul Freics
hired the home side in Tront, and 1
was nol untl the 70th minuts
Schalke s

siriker

(hat
Belgian mnternational
Eoule Mpenza pulled thi
scoresievel,

Sehalke coach Houb Stevens sald
he was not oo happy with his side's
perlormance but at least the " Roy ol
Hues
Lurope.

had sccured a place in

“Inthe first hall we stroggled (0
getintothe contest and that boosted
Bochum. In the second half we did

o Carve o alew chancesand that was

contacts with Cesar Cruchaga.
'he European player of the year
claimed the spot kick for himself,
but then sent the ball wide of the
right post to the joy of the Osasuna
plavers

But luck was nol 1o favour the
battling Navarran side. Six minutes

something
At least we have achieved our
primary goal of getting into
Europe,” Stevens said
In Bavern's carlier maitch
midhelder

Mehmer Scholl scored the game's

German international

dgainst, points):
| Schalke 04 3] |6
Bayvern Munich 31 17
| Borussia Dortmund 31 15
| Bayer Leverkusen 31 16
| HerthaBerlin 3] 17
Kalserslautern 31 15

L e O

| Alter Friday and Sarurday’s maiches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for,

solitary goal with a line freekick on
OGO minutes as Bayern piled the
pressure on in the face ol stubbom
resistance by therrvisitors.

| he have o

Bavarians, who

Luropean Cup and Bundesliga
double in their sights this season,

B 7 H8 30 506
O Y S 35 20
H 4 05 38 53
o 10 52 S8 5.
] 13 ob 50) 52
4 12 47 Ho 49
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Bochum's Paul Freier (C) celebrates his strike against Schalke with team-
mates during their Bundesligamatchin Bochumon April 28.

alter the break a clearance
rebounded oll Jose Manuel Yanguas
and lell 1o Raul who clipped over
Nuno to give Real a barcly descrved
cQualisg

|]fHI{

The mawh opened up in the
second half, but Real still appeared
10 be playing well within them-
Ivan Rosado came close 1o
restoring the lead lor the visitors as
he skipped past three defenders and
saw his angled shot spin olf the post
on b6 minules.

eril'h

But it was keeper Nuno who
produced an inspired performance
as he pulled oll a string of quality
saves 1o help give his side a vital
point in their bid (o stave off relega-
tion.

Valencia struggled to overcome a
highly disciplined Valladolid, but
did just enough to take only their
secondwininsixmaltches.

With coach Hector Cuper resting
a host ol players ahead of their
Champions League semifinal
against Leeds United, it was down to
striker Juan Sanchez to head home a
ZatkoZahoviccomertosecurethewin.

Schalke plans

now have 56 points from 31 maiches
(o Schalke's 55 Irom 30 alter putting

recent poor home lorm behind
them
We knew we laced a tough

challenge today as Freiburg are a
lorm side and we also took a while to
pet going, said Bayern coach
Oumar Hhzield. "It was an impor-
lant win for us 1o keep the title in
reach.

thizield wamoed, however, that
such domestc lorm just will not
wash i burope,

We plaved well enough 1o beal
Freiburg - but such a showing won'l
do against Real Mardid,” Hizfeld
noted i allusion 10 next week's
Champions League semi-linal
against the Spanish giants. '

Hertha Berlin were thankiul ol a
lrom Brazihian striker Alex
they beat relegahion-
threatened Pinracht Franklurt 3-0
to boost their hopes ol a Furopean

Drace

Alves as

place next scason

Llertha moved 1o within a point
ol Borussia Dortmund, who on
lllﬁli;l'ﬁ. sasv therr title hopes take
knock when they could only draw 1-
FatWollsburg, |

Doromund bhad 1o mdulge
some damage hmtation alte
Wallsburg opened the scoring in the
LOth minute through Polish lorwand
Andrzey Juskowiak, who oursprinted
former German anternationadl
detender Jurgen Kahles

Jorg Hetnrch saved apointwith o
2Z2nd-nunute elfort which ook a
detlection off Nigerian  Jonathan

.'\L[\l Wb | &

Levelh with Dortmund are Baye
Leverkusen, who edged oul ading
Raserstantern 1-0 away with Olives
NCUVitle on targel

Premiership

fighting

Football
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Bradford coach Jim Jellries was
bursting with pride on Saturday
despite watching his side lose (heir

~ Premiership status alter two seasons

inthetopflight,

The ‘Bantams', who avoided the
drop on thelast day last season, were
relegated after Josing 2-1 1o fellow
strugglers Everton at Goodison Park,

_lthough they might have extended
their stay had they not missed two
second-hall penalties.

Manchester City live (o fight
another day alter edging West Ham
-0 thanks to an lan Pearce own goal
bur Coventry look doomed alier
poing down 2-0 at home 1o
Liverpool.

“We have (ried (o keep things
poing in recent weeks with a couple
of wins, and we battled right 1o the
deathin thisone,” said Jefiries,

“We had a real go, bauling lor
cach other and we showed that we
will be capable of challenging nexi
season Lo win our Premiership place
back.”

letries conceded that the spot-
Kicks missed by Robbie Blake and
alian Benito Carbone gave his side
damountaintochmb

“We blew it with those two pen-
alty misses,” said the allable Scot,
who manage Scottish
Premier League club Hearts,

We aren't the hirst team (o miss
penalties and we won't be the last so
I'mnot gomng to blame the lads.”

Nanchester Ciry coach Joe Royle
sald Tuck plaved an important parl
i his side s narrow victory at home
Lo West ! am.

City certainly enjoyed the rub ol
the green at Maine Road. Shaun
Goatershotinthe21st minute took a
critical deflection oll Pearce while
WestHam bhadan eftort disallowed.

Goalkeeper Carlo Nash made a
couple ol greal saves o protect
Cuv'slead and his delenders cleared
o goalboundellortsollthe line.

Rovie said he did not carehowthe
points were won and was just thank-
ful to still be in the Premiership for
anotherweck,

“We were lucky,” said Royle. "I'm
glad to say thatand it's the first ime
I've said that this season,

“"We've had alittle bit of luck for a
change, oralotofluck forachange.

"Having said that the game
should have been over afterabout.15
minutes and we should have been
two up and that would have killed
1658

With just two games Lo play
Coventry remain second bottom
with 33 points, one less than
Manchester City and five less than
both Derby and Middlesbrough.

Coventry are sull hanging on
thanks 1o resulis elsewhere despite
losing (o UEFA Cup finalists
Liverpool,

Two goals in the fast 10 minutes,
from Finland defender Sami Hyypia
and former Coventry idol Gary
McAllister, kept Liverpool's chal-

used 1o

Bradford go down

lenge for a Champions League spol
ontrack.

Derby are siill in danger alter
losing 2-1 at home 1o second-placed
Arsenal, as are Middlesbrough who
were beaten 2-0 at home to champi-
ons Manchester United.

sSubstitute Robert Pires scored
with his lirst touch at Pride Park 1o
keep Arsenal on course for a
Champions League place.

The Frenchman calmly slotted
home in the second halfl 1o increase
the Gunners' advantage over the
chasing pack.

Arsene Wenger's men ook the
lcad through Nwankwo Kanu only 1o
be pegged back by Stefano Franio’s
headeron thestroke of hall-time.

Manchester United opened the
scoring at the Riverside alier lour
minutes with Phillip Neville scoring
for the lirst time since Novembur

1 9494,

England caprain David Beckham
grabbed the second six minuies
from time to keep Middlesbrough
fifth rom bottom.

In-form Leeds assured them-
selves ol a place in Europe next
season with two goals in the last five
minutes todeleat Chelsea 2-0,

Republic of Ireland international
Robbie Kedane came off the substi-
tutes” bench o fire Leeds in fron) -
his ninth goal in 17 appearances -
before Australian international
striker Mark Viduka slammed home
the second, his 16th in 31
Premicrship matches,

| ceds’ sixth win on the trot in a
I 3-match unbeaten league run took
David O'Leary’s side above Ipswich
into third place and guaranices the
Yorkshire club a place in the ULTA
Cup next season, A top three himish
will book their place in the
Champions League. .

I.eeds, who are the only Enghish
team left i the Champions League
this scason, take on Spanish outlii
Valencia on Wednesday in the first
leg ol their semi-hnal encounter,

Chelsea’s prolifie striker Jimnmn
Flovd Hassclbaink made his long-
awalled returnto Yorkshire where he
was idolised by Leeds fuans before
leaving under 4 cloud almost two
years ago.

Hasselbaink left in acrimonious
circumstances alterholding the club
to ransom and the ill-feeling caused
by his departure was evident as
Leeds fans booed him throughout.

Republic of Ireland international
Kevin Kilbane scored a spectacular
goal nine minutes after half time to
give Sunderland a 1-0 victory at
Southampton, still looking for their
first win since Glenn Hoddle's
departure.

Aston Villa, unbeaten In nine
games, were held (o a 0-0 draw al
Tottenham while Carl Cort scored in
the 90th minute for Newcastle in
their 1-0 home win over Leiceslter,
whose ninth straight defeat was a
clubrecord.

Fourth-placed Ipswich, looking
for a place in next season's
Champions League, travel to
Charlton on Manday. )

Premiership's top six.

against):

Manchester United 35 24
Arsenal 35 19
[eeds 35 18
Ipswich 35 19
Liverpool 34 17
Chelsea a5 15

After Saturday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals

8 J 77 25 80
9 7 59 34 66
8 9 5 39 62
< 11 53 38 62
8 9 60 374.55hY
9 11 62 41 54

Ginola touched
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Aston Villa French star David Ginola
admitted he was “overwhelmed” by
the reaction ol Tottenham's lans
when he made an emaotional return
toWhite Hurt Lane on Saturday.
Supporters and groundstall from
the north London club presented
Ginola with gilis including cham-
pagne, and some even wept as they
were reunied with the ambovant
winger lor the first time since his

controversial transter 1o Aston Villa
last sunumer,

1 oam lost Tor wards alter the
meredible reception | oreceived.,”
said ol e has never happened
bkethatat apreviousclub,

CFhe reaction ol the Tans was
simply overwhelming - it touched
my heart, The Tottenham support-
ers are beautul people, 1ove them
all. I had Tans and stall coming up 1o
me with gilts, such as bottles ol
champagne. because they were so
happy toseeme agaln,

“People ened when they saw me,

andd have to admit there was a tear
I My eve oo, [0 was gredt 1o see so
many old friends again, and words
cannol adequately describe how |
felt.

“IThere are plenty of souvenirs in
my mind from my tume here - like
the Wembley Worthington Cap final.
AS vou get older the more sensitive
vou become about things vou have
enjovedinyourhie”

TheVilla Fans love Ginula ton, but
the same cannot be said for man-
ager John Gregory, whoopred forthe
mdustry ol Steve Staunton rather
thanthe artistry ol the Frenchman.

[hat clearly hurt Ginola, who
silds “The big disappointment wias
thut I never got the chance (o play a
signihicantrole inthe manch.

e was incredibly frustrating for
me 1o have been denied the chance
tostart the game.

S Dt that |was given only 10
minutes to play in tront ol those
adorimg tans - both from Spurs and
Villit - hut of course | never question
the decision o the manager, and he
did what he felt was cight lor the
team,” hesaid. .
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Sonny Anderson (R ), Lyon's Brazilian goal-machine, scoring his team's first
pasta hapless Lille custodian Gregory Wimbee ( C) during their French First

Division fixture at Lille on April 28.

French First Division
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A goal sceconds fram time Iy
Christophe Delmaotie gave Lyon a 2-
f winat Fille on Satwrday 1o keep the
Irench tide race alive and move
them (o within a point of leadors
Nanies.

With Names plaving Irones on
Sunday itwas imperative for Lyon (o
po tor the win in a battde of third and
second and Delmoue’s e goal
Irom an acute angle ensured they
kKept in the hant for a firs Il'.‘i}.:u;:
title.

jJohnny Lckert had put Lille
dahead on 26 minutes with a line
header and it seemed the
would themselves claimmawinw hich
would have Ielt them second and
Killed oll Lvon's hopes.

But Brazdian it man Sonm
\nderson grabbed his 18th goal ol
the season o level on the halt how
and although he then had a goal
disallowed for a foul on Lille keepes
Gregony Wimbee the visitors redou-
bled their efforts in a lrantic linale
with Delmuotie's stnke giving them
therr just reward.

Ilsewhere,

Hosts

Bordeaux's
Portuguese striker Pauleta scored
twice tasend his side a poini clear of
Lille into third with a 2-1 win al
Rennes, for whom Jocelyn
Gourvennec scoredaconsolation.
Pauleta’s double moved him to
the top ol the goalsconng charts
with 19 - one ahead of Anderson.
~ Butas Lyon and Bordeaux moved
closer 1o the cash cow ol the
Champions League there was
despairat Saint Etienne as theirbrief
two-year stav in the top flight ended
following a 1-1 home draw againsl

Lens.
The French league authorities
had opened the trapdoor Tor Los

" Verts, ten times league champions

nthe 1970°s and BO's, by dacking the
club seven points for the club's role
inthe false passporsatfair and they
had 1o win their final three AT (1)
retain hope ol beating the drop.

Marseille did their best 10 keep
Saint Etienne’s hopes alive another
week as they slumped 1o a 1-0Joss a1
Motz belore a sellout 27,000 ¢rowd.
Mario Espartero hitning the only
goal with a rasping drive on 66
minuies somewhat against the run
of play

Metz's Colombian keeper Farid
Mondragon made a strong of five
saves, notably from Ihrahim
Bakavakoand George Weah, 1o keep
lormer European champions
Marseille at bay and the laiter now
still need a point 1o ensure that

foulouse go down alongside Saint
Enenne and Strasbourg,

. Gomng up from division wo are
Lorient. Montpellierand Sochaux.

Flsewwhere, Pans Saint Germain
andMonaco loughtou a 1 -1 drin al
the Pare des Princes as want-away
midhclder Laurent Rubert came ofl
the sub s bench for PSG 1o net a late
equaliser atter lormer PSG lavourite
Marco Simone had scored ‘the
openeron 66 minutes. |

Monaco still have a chance of
compeltingin Europe if they can win
the league cup final next week but
PSG's season is set 1o peter oul
under acloud as they are just 12th in
the table.

It was a much improved perfor-
mance by PSG, as Brazilian
Christian and Nicolas Anelka
worked hard up front but they had
no reward against a tough visiting
defence.

Serie A

Reggina see off Napoli
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Reggina defeated fellow strugglers Napoli 3-1 Saturday evening, rekindhing
theirhopes ol staving in the First Division,

Until last week the side from Reggio Calabrialooked doomed tarelegation
but consecutive victories in relegation doghights with Verona and Napoli
have given them renewed hope while Napoli and Vicenza, defeated 1-0 by
Parma carlier Saturday, are back in trouble.

Goals from Davide Dionigi, Massiimo Marazzini and Andrea Zanchetta
had Reggina 3-0in the lead after 50 minutes.

Goalkeeper Massimo Taibi saved a penalty from Napoli's Nicola Amoruso
and Edmundo’s goal just before (he hour mark was not enough (o spark a

comeback lfor the visitors from Naples.

Both sides produced some thrilling football in the first period but both

lirst-hall goalswent 1o Reggina.

They ook the lead alter only six minutes when Dionigi volleyed home his
sixth goal since he joined Reggina on loan from Second Division Sampdona

i lanuary,

Napoli came back looking [or an equaliser but Taibi was outstanding with
one particularly impressive save from Fabio Pecchia. :

And four minutes before the interval Regginamade it 2-0 when Massimo
Marazzini ired home altersome slack defending.

Vive minutes alier the interval Andrea Zanchettamade it 3-0with asuperb
strike and after Amoruso’s penalty blunder he partly redéemed himself by
seitingup Brazihan Edmundo for an easy goal,

Napoli's Francesco Baldign and Reggina's Portuguese player jose
Mamedewere sent offfor fightingin the closingminutes.,

Earlier Parma pulled off a 1-0 win at Vicenza, consolidaung their hold on
the Tourth place in the lrahan First Division that would give them a place m
the preliminarny round ofnext year's Champions League. _

Marco DiVaio came up with the priceless goal after 80 minotes just as the
lacklustre match seemed (o be heading for a draw but his strike, while boost-
ing his side, ulso deepens the relegation worries ofVicenza. _

Di Vaio's goals under Sacchi and now Renzo Ulivieri have propelied his
club from midtable obscarity towands a place iy nexi scason's Champions

League,

J-League

Jubilo's sixth on the trot
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Naohiro Takahara'scored twice as Tubilo hwata whitewashed noarest T als
Nagova Grampus Fight 3.0 Sunday to remain unbeaten and ontop of the J-

League rablewithsia straighrwins,

¢

Lyon stayin
the hunt ‘

t

Nagovie slipped down 1o a thind-place tie with Shimizu S-Pulse past
Consadole Sappare which kept ap the lead from a fifth-mimute goul 1o beat
GambaOsaka 1-0. _

With many key plavers sillweary from a 01 friendliy miernationalfoss in
Spain, Iwata got off 1o a slow start and perked up in the b6th minuie of the
home match when Takahara banged home a through pass from veteran
striker Masash Nakavama, '

Nukavama headed home nine minutes later and fakaharaseored :.m_u!hrr
goal against 10-man Nagoyva (o keep lwata up front in the league with 18
points against Sappora's 13, Nagoya and Shimizn S-Pulse werelevel at i1,

-



