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Firearms enter thru'
Satkhira border

LINB, saikliim

Saree, sugar, salt and spare motor
parts are among the comimon items
that are smuggled into the country
from India, and now added to the list
issmallarms.

According (o competent sSources,
the entire frontier area of Satkhira
distriet has become a sate route lor
the smugglers locally known  as
“Dhur’.

Witnesses said once these boot-
leggers used 1o smuggle only essen-
tal goods like sugar, salt, clorhes,
onion, egg and rice. Now they brave
(o smuggle small arms under cover
ofsaltand sugarinto the country.

They also use wamen and chil-
dren in their illegal business. One
will tind hundreds ol poor women
and children carrving bags of smug-
gled goods on their shoulders. They
hardly know what they carny,

Lhey supply their smuggled
g{lﬂilh. ii‘lt‘!llt!lng firearnms, 1o varn
ous parts ol the country, mcluding
Dhaka, Khulna and Barisal,

Olficials said the districr shares

some 238 km of border with India,
Some ol the border points of the
district which are frequently used
by the smugglers are from Sukur Ali
Ghat at Thakurbarn in Kolaroa
upazila to Madra and Sonabaria
Border Out Post (BOP), Bhadialir

“Akramer Ghat, Irom Kolaroa thana

crossing to Bhadialic Shahadgater
Ghat, from Jugibarna-Jhaodanga 1o
Alamer Ghat in Keraghachhi,
Mozallar Ghat, Madhabkati,
Tujulpur, Bekari Chhoyghart and
from Alipur in Sadar upazila to four
ghatsadjacent o Bhomea Land Port.

In arms smugpeling, the
gunrunners prefer using forest
routes like the Sundarbans, the
world's largest mangrove lorest,

When contacted, a senior BDR
olhicial here sald smuggling ol goods
through the distnict cannot be
checked due to lack ol manpower in
the border lorce

\bout the arms smuggling, he
said measures are bemmg taken o
check the arms and drug

aling.
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Storm hits Kurigram

7 hurt, 100 houses damaged
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A nor wester accompamed by bl
storm lO
Kurigram disongl
leaving atral ol destruchion

Seven people were imjured and

upazitas ol

Foday nieht,

nulvl

ONCF < lllll‘ufh d hooses and educa

Lonal
Craps on sev ral hundred acres of

mnsututons and standing

lands damaged i the vialent storm
that lasted lor SO0 munutes

lhe altecied
\ndharijhor, Heldanga
\ndhanr Jhar ol
upazla. Telipara. Napra, Boksipara
Namarpara
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Dhannanpon,  Isawerswar, Maraim
Pashchim Kolwan ol Suadar
Durgapur. Shibram, NMalotibart,

Burabur s, Rameswar Sharma, Dham
Streny ol l”||*|u| Khuliatan
Moekurtarn,, Fulkar C hakle, Talban

“]"L n ( howkt, Dhalgachh and

Nakkati ol Razarhat upazila
Iwo ol the injured were admited
1o Sadar

|
SN -

Hospital, one child 1o |

Belgachha and lour people 1o |

Narayanpu health complexes

Witnesses said the alhice bulding |

ol Family Plimning and Health
olhicial was partly damaged as a
huge mango ree collapsed on
durimg the storm

Lhey sand the Teraltola Bazar in
Durgapurwas razed o the ground
e
Nalileany Thgh School, Rajarhal
Sentor Madrasa, Ragachar Prloe Fhgh
Ildeal Women College,
Women Colleg 1'0)
Mukijuddha Sangsad
Surdham Shilpakala

Besides

School,
vodown ol
branch,
Olhice

tn-shed rools ol |

\cademy, centrad temple and Babu |

| Hlah Girls School were blown away.,
”.'L'

without poswer tar nearhy 20hours

storm lett the district town

Chuadanga sees good
prospect for mango

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chuadanga

Four upazilas ol the district
Chuadanga Sadar, Alamdanga,
Damurhuda and Jibannagar
good mango production prospect
this year though the season has not
expenenced that much rain

There has been sulficient flower-
ing and budding in almost B0-90 per
cent of the total mango trees of the
district this vear and these can now
be seen laden with small green
mangoes. The district witnessed a
good shower some ten davs ago.
which was very much needed for the
budding of flowers, and local agri
experts say that a few such down-
pour would be enough lor a good
harvest.

There are about 70,000 mango
trees on over 1,140 acres of land in
the district. Chuadanga is not that
famous for best-quality mangoes in
the country, but mangoes produced
here are no doubt very sweet and
tasty.

Of the total number of mango
treesin the district, 17,000 are on 250
acres inChuadanga Sadar, 12,000 on
170 acres in Alamdanga, 29,000 are
there on 445 acres in Jibannagar and
about 14,000 mango trees can be
[ound on 175 acres in Damurhuda
upazila, according to ollicial
SOUTCeS.

Different varieties of mangoes
Like langra, fazli, himshagor, bombai
and some other local types are

‘\". \La

produced here. It is expected that 1
the weather remains favourable this
season, then about 2 lakh MT ol
mangoes of different varieties will
be produced in the district.

Last vear proved a bad one lor
Chuadanga as far as mango produc-

tion is concerned, as only 10 to 20 |
per cent of the total trees had flow- |

ered with low rate of budding. The
uwltimate result  poor output and
disappointment for the farmers and
garden owners. But this vear's bud-
ding has already made [armers very
much hopeful about production
and profit.

[t may be noted here that mango
production in the district is ven
much dependent on nature and the
trees give their yields without any
nursing. There has so far been no

intative 1n the district 1o boost |

mango production by applyving
modemn scientific methods.

Every vear a huge quantity ol
flowers, buds and small-sized man-
goes are damaged due pest attack

and lack of rain. Bul no step has |
been taken by the local agriculture |

and hortculture departments (o
solve the problem. Besides, mango
gardens ol the distrnict are being
felled indiscriminately.

'hough Chuadanga is a least
Mmango-producing area, proper car
and planned cultivation can help
the district win a good slot, il not the
lop one, in the producer districts’
list.

Bamboo production
declining in Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satklhira

Production of bamboo in Satkhira
districtis declining fast duc 1o lack of
proper maimtenance ol bamboo-
clusiers and absence o planned
plantanion,

Shortage of bamboo. mainly
used for building houses in rural
areas, has pushed its price up in
recent days, Now a picce ol bamboo
sells between Taka 80 and Taka 104
i local markels.

Agriculiure officials satd Farme s
dre not aware ol modern maethod ol
cultivation, causing gradual decling
by production

Besides, rools. which
lelled, are often uprooted mndiserim
ingtehy touse as hirew ol

AL Jeast 20 shoots 1ay  sprou
from an adult bamboo iai.tlnl i
vear s nuesed properly, agricul-

futal experts say. But now only o

or three shools grow due 1o lack of
proper larmimg meihod,

The decline in the production

has cast an adverse impuct on bam-
boo-bascd cottage ndustev. Many
_people employed in the indusiry
—‘ "

feImain
under ground alter bamboos are

have been lacing acute shortage ol
raw materials

Local people have urged the
authorites concerned to 1ake steps
10 enhance bamboo production in
the districl

Man killed over
land dispute
in Naogaon

OUR CORRESPONDENT, lajsliihi

\ man was Killed by his brother and
nephews at Bavall village in
Mobadevpur upazila in Naogaon
districtlastweck,

I he dead
Shamscer Al G4,

wdennihicd  as

s

N —

e e —

Pohice said Fazer Al and his Tour

sens beat Shamser o death Tollow
g inguarreloverland dispute

Al was rushed 1o Mohadevpur |

Upazita Healith Comples where he
succumbedtainjurics,

A case was Hled in his connee-
ton. Fheaccusedwentino hiding,
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