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Di Vaio takes
Parma closer

:\F!’: Milan

arma pulled offa 1-0Owin atVicenza
here Saturday, consolidating their
hold on the fourth place in the
ltalian Serie A that would give them
a place in the preliminary round ol
nextyear'sChampions’ League.

Marco Di Vaio came up with the
priceless goal alter 80 minutes just
as the lacklustre match seemed to be
heading for a draw but his strike,
while boosting his side, also deep-
ens the relegation worries ol
Vicenza.

It was another priceless strike [ox
Di Vaio who was out ol lavour at
arma untl Arrigo Sacchi brielly
replaced the sacked Alberto
Malesani before quitting because ol
stress after 22 davs,

Di Vaio's goals under Sacchy and
now Renzo Ulivien have propelled
his club rom midtable obscurity
towards a place in next season's
Champions League.

Reggina host Napoh Saturday
evening at Reggio Calabna in a
match ol crucial importance lor
hoth relegatuon-threatencd sides.

Sunday’'s programme 1S domi-
nated by the Rome derby in the
CVUNINE berween league leaders AS
Roma and Lazio at the Olympic
Stadium
would virtually end Lazio s hopes ol
successiully defending the ttle they
won last season

By the nme the derby Kicks oll the
teams will know how the other team
still in the utle race Juventus have
lared in their home match with

a match where deleat

iil.'-l'

Deleat lor Roma and victory lar
luventus would mean the side from
Jurin would have the opportunity ol
drawing level with Roma next week
when the sides clash at the Stadio

Delle Alpi

O'Neill angry
at Rangers

_‘\l'])“. RIS
Celuc manager Marnn O Nedl has
lashed out at arch-nivals Rangers

over remarks that hisall-conquering
Parkhead outhn Huked the Scotish
Prenmiership

Rangers favounte Jorg Albertz
claimed last Sunday that Celtic had
only won the Premier League title
thus year because the | i}ihl Blues had
been "so bad”,

And comments [rom rival boss
Dick Advocaat, stating that they
wdant 10 prove Celuc's success was
an "accident” has lurther fuelled the
fire.

'he bitter response [rom the
Rangers camp has left the Cellic
boss fuming - but he has hit back by
claiming the accusations were just
“crazy .

Jorg Albertz did say that we won
the league here because they were
poor and | have heard that said by a
number ol people, said O Neill.

"I bet that these same people will
say that Walter Smuth and Graeme
Souness won it [or nine vears on the
rot because Cellic were just getung
ROINg

| bet they said that Jock Stein
won It lor nine because
Rangers were also taking their ime
togetupand running. That's crazy.

“If you ask Alex Ferguson or Jock
Stein, if you could, about winning
the championship, they would tell
you that teams don't fluke league
championships.

I'm telling you if vou win 29
gamesoutol 34 gamesit'sdifficultio
say thar they have won it because
somebody else let them win 1t
because they were poor.

1t's the same if we lose the nexi
nine games up to October. There will
be no excuses from me. [ won't be
saving that we're resting up.

() Neilllwasinnomood to choose
his words carelullv asitwas the term

:.I.'JIH

NO Excuses which angered their
rivals alter the Celtic plavers
appeared 1in I-shirts bearing the
sloganaliertheyehnehed the title.

[he term 1s in reference 1o
Rangers ijury problems this sea-
son - which they have prelerred 1o
highlight rather than Celtic's excep-
tional results

Arsene amazed

J\IH. Loticlons

Arsenal coach Arsene Wengel
expressed his astonishment on
Salurday a1 s Manchester United
counterpart Alex Ferguson spend-
ing a British record 19 million
pounds (27million dollars) on
Dutch striker Ruod van Nistelroo

The Frenchman, who himself has
been entcised for not spending the
money made from the sales ol
Fmomanuel Perit and Marg
Cvermars 1o Barcelona very efle
tvely, claimed that with the new
transier system st 1o begin in the
summer that Van Nistlerooy's value
iIssuretolall

Wenger, who should know a
thing or 1wo about tinancial matiers
ds he is an economies graduate, said
that he had not been interested into
entering a bidding war with United,
who have once again left his side
trailing in the Premiership, despite
bidding 11 mullion pounds for the
24-year-old strikerlast vear
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Premiership

Leeds in top three

»
LeyFootball

REUTERS, Lol
Robbie Keane and Mark ViduKka have
struck in the last ive minotes Lo give
() home
win over Chelsea, increasing thei
chances ol a top three finish and a
Champions League place

Keane, on loan Tor much ol the
sedason belore signing permanently
from Inter Milanon

Wedne HI.I‘_‘., madi

]

| eeds Unned a deserved 2

the breaks
through in the 85th minute shorthy
stbhsul
Lhe

ier coming on as
gething past Carlo Cudicim al
secondatiemplt.

\ustralian striker Viduka lashed
i the scecond two minutes later atten
amistake by Marcel

]3._-~.,1|||.~_ 1o take Leeds (o PITOVI
sional third place on 62 points and
guarantee atleast a UELA

Cup place,

[heyv lead Ipswich Jown by virtue
41 |:~I".‘ilt,'. scored one m
Ipswich play Charlton on Sunday.
Liverpool, who wisit Coventry City
later on Saturday, have 56 points
lrom two lewer games.
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Chelsea, whose charge up the
table ended with home deleat by
Charlton last week, remain sixth on
54 points but are sull very much on
cowrse lora UEFA Cup place

Saturday’'s game was the lirst ol
three in a huge week lor Leeds. who
playvValenciain the

Champions league semiulinals
onWednesdayvand thenvisit Arsenal
in the lcague next Saturday

I hey had the best ol the hirst hall
but Chelseacame closest Lo opening
the when Harte
deflected across goalwards torcing a
great reactionsave by Nigel Martvn

scaring lan

12 league
games, continued 1o make most ol
the running the break as
Viduka shot just wide and € udicing
saved woell trom a l ee Bowver headen
alter an houwn

| ceds, unbeaten i

alte

Granivanco Zola hit a Ps| with o
200 metre curler seven minutes later
but Chelsea s lormer eeds striken
]IHIHH. Flovd Hasselbaimmk, who was
barracked thraughout by the home
fans, was never athread

[he b Ikthrough
minutes from tme when Keane
broke through the middle and
although Cudicini did well 1o block
his imtal ellort the ball rebounded

e v

FHOTO AFP
Leeds United's Mark Viduka (L) tries to control the ball while under pressure from Chelsea's Celestine Babayaro
during their Premiership encounter on April 28.

mto the Irishman's path and he
rolleditinto the empiy net.

[wo minutes later another long
ball lelt Chelsea's central defenders
loundering and allowed Viduka time
to size up the target betore thunder-
Ing in a rising shot from outside the
DOX,

Reane had only been on the pitch
four munutes and was dehighted with
his contribution.

IS always nice to come on and
score,” hesaid

“IThe boss gambled putting me
and Lirik (Bakke) onand it paid ol

We didn 't play particularly well
Dut i was a greal team ellort and the
atmospherein the campisgreat.

Lecds manager David O'Leary
accepted that it had been a “scrulty
game” but said at tns stage ol the
season he justwanted the points.

O1 his decision 1o leave Keane on
the bench he said: " wani him to be
hungry, L want himto ask me why he
ISn ton from the start

“But he's a great lad and | did it
lor a reason. Fle has a knack of puit-
ing the ball in the nel

"The main thing today was (o
keep clean sheets,” added O'Leary.
"We've got enough people who can
take chances, and we did today."

O'Leary says nothin

s 9 Football

AFP London

Leeds United manager David
O Leary refused Friday to condemn
the rumour-mill surrounding striker
MarkViduka.

I'he Australian forward has been
linked with both AC Milan and Real
Madnd this week and in Friday's
edition of Spanish sporis daily
Marca said he would find it "very
difficult to decide™ between the two
clubs when asked which he would
preler to join, although he added
moving (0 Real would be "a gianl
step in his career.

Madnrid are apparently poised 10
make a 22 million pounds (32.24
milhion dollars) bid and Milan 20
million pounds (29 million dollars)
lor the 25-year-old, who has 20 goals
to his name for Leeds this season
alter his six million pounds (8 mil-
lion dollars) move from Celuc last
summer

But O Leary revealed if
Viduka were 10 leave, the decision
would be his rather than those who
pull the inaneial strings at Elland

has

Road, and then only if the player is
unhappy

United boss O'Leary remains
unconcerned by the speculation,
with the42-year-old Irishman in facl
flattered by the number of links
between his players and clubs on the
continent.

DAVID O'LEARY

“Lets putall thisnonsense about
Mark into context,” said O'Leary. "1
you look at Ryan Giggs and David
Beckham at Manchester United,
according to rumours they've been
lcaving lor the last fewyears,

“The great Sir Alex Ferguson has

had to contend with these kind of
stories week in and week out, and
I vetold Mark that.

"He came in to see me this morn-
ingveryconcerned, butl've told him
not to get so uptight about this stuff,
that Beckham and Giggs have had 10
put up with it for years. It just means
he's doing well,” O'Leary told the
Press Association,

"It also shows how far we've
come. It's the price of success, so all
this constant speculation about
Mark 1s water olf a duck’s back, and
apart from which he is really happy
here anyway.

“Ljust look at 1t in a positive way.
Il somebody 1s being linked with
your player then you have to be
pleased. I want other people want-
ing my players because it means my
judgment has been confirmed.

S0 11 we re going to be successiul
then we're going 10 have to put up
with all these rumours.” We can't
dismmiss them. They're going to
happen.

“Bur it there was a bid then it
would be me who decides whai
happens, and I'm under no pressure
toscllanybody else.”

Another Keane swipe

-
I£'® 4 Football

J'\.l'l‘)t Lonnneliom
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Manchester United skipper Roy
nedane has launched a Iresh attack
on his Old Trallord tcam-mates In
accusing them of complacency, 1
wasreporied here Friday,

keane, already under the spot-
light Tor remarks lollowing
United's Champions League exi
and his tackle on All Inge Haaland
last week, believes there is a dangoer
ol players going through thi
IMOLONS

his

I have seen Unied players
getiing complacent, thinking
they ve done it all and gerting car-
ried away by a bit of success,” Keanu
lold the June edition football
monthly Fourkbourtwo, the Mirros
newspaper reported

A you have 1o do s drop voun
standards by hive or 10 per cent and
s obvious, especially in Lorope.
You can carry maybe ane playver, bul
nomore than tha,

“You can see it in training when
players just go through the motions
You can tdothat, you always have 1o
giveyour best. s up to the manages
tospotit,” said Keane

“Maybe T help him, but ult
mately the only person who can sort
it out is the plaver himsell. Real

desire has tocome lromwithin,

‘We really have to be carclul nol
to think that our success, and us as a
ledam, 1s going to go on and on. We
really have to start daminating
I uropeaswellas the Premicirship

ROY KEANE

s up o the manager to ko
whoen 1o move people on, aned e s
strong enough to know whoen o do
.

“Somethimes vou don't realise i,
maybe it's already coming 1o th
end, Fmnothemg over-dramutic

A lew plavers have tied them-
selves (o long-term contracts, buol
contracts mean nothing now

All the players know that the
club could come up to them at any
tme and say: "Thanks lor the memo-
ries, butwe're shipping vouout'.”

United’s success over the last
decade bas imnosmall part been pul
down (o the team spirit at the club,
with the current crop ol stars report -
cdly being especially close

However, keane explodes the
myth that evervithing is sweciness
and light in the Old Trafford dressing
1000

IIyou gotoany ollice, not every-
one is goimg to hike each other. 1rs
the same at United, Not evervone is
pals,” said the Republic of Treland
midhielder

You don 't have to be best mates,
Vourjust have to share the same aim
alfwinomg trophies,” Keaneadded.

China claw
past Maldives

REUTERS, Mol

\ soltary goal rom Genmany-based
striker Xie ot was all China could
muster agamst the Maldives inaheir
-0 win in Group Nine ol Asia's
World Cup qualilying tournament
on Saturday,

China had defeated the Indian
Ocean islanders 10-1 i Xian last
week, but were unable to sepeat the
eat and had o rely on Xie's 44th
minuie strike lar the victory,
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Alaves change
colour

REUTERS, Vitoriu

Spanish club Alaves have unvelled
the strip they will wear in the UEFA
Cup linal, having been forced 1o
change [rom their traditional pink
shirts because they clash with
Liverpool's famous red kit,

The modest Basque club have
worn the distinctive pink shirts
throughout their debut campaign in
Europe, but for the final In
Dortmund on May 16 they have
opted for an outfit similar 1o that
worn by Argentine club Boca
Juniors,

The all blue strip with a broad
vellow band around the chest was
displayed to the media at a news
conlerence on Friday and is, like the
old pink model, embroidered with
the names of the club’s 13,500 sea-
son ticket holders.

UAE beat
India

AEP Al ain

Sabit Khater scored for United Arab
Emirates in a 1-0 victory over India
in 2002 World Cup Asia zone qualify-
g here on Thursday.

Khater scored in the 64th minute
to put them top ol Group Eight after
this match at AL Ain in the emirate ol
Abu Dhabi.

Lhe Indians were content o sil
back and defend though their oppo-
nents continually went looking for
goul,

FThough India’s backline were
sohd for most ol the game, it was a
lack ol organisation in the 64th
minute, whichled o the goal.

Rush for
WC tickets

REUTERS, Zurich

Organisers are reporting a huge
demand for tickels 1o next year's
World Cup linals in Japan and South
Korea

Describing the demand as “enor-
mous” and "overwhelming,” FIFA
warned on Iridav: "Many ol the
licket series have becen over-
subscribed, meaning that many
applicants will be unsuccessful.”

Ennque Byron, head of the World
Cup accommodation bureau, told
Reuters: "Applications are running
into thetensofthousands.”

I'he first phase of ticket sales will
end on Monday, when the website
foronline applications will close.

Real try to
pay off debts

AFP Madrid

Spanish footballing giants Real
Madnd are to sell their training
grounds north of the capital to city
authorities in a bid to pay off their 46
billion pesetas (246 million dollar)
debts, regional authorities revealed
Friday.

As part of the deal the European
champions will sell 80 percent of the
140,000 square metres grounds to
the north of Madrid, with the
remaining 20 percent being used for
a planned money-spinning real
estate venture ol four sky-scraper
olfice blocks at each corner of the
grounds.

The entire operanon, which will
cost an estimated 60 billion pesetas
(320 million dollars), has received
the support of Madnd mayor Jose
Mana Alvarez del Manzano and
regional president Alberto Ruiz-
Gallardon.

City authorities are planning to
construct a mulo-lunctional sta-
dium and an Olympic village. which
will be part of the city's bid for the
2012 Olympic Games, on the
grounds. i

Although Madrnd has three
football stadia, the city does nol
have a stadium suitable lor hosting
majorathletics events.

British football snippets

AFP, vndared

Following are some British football
storiesin brielon Saturday:

Former Chelsea coach Gianluca
Vialli is expected 1o be unveiled as
the new manager of Fnglish first
division outfit Watford, accordingto
a report in British tabloid newspa-
perThe SunonSaturday.

British radio reports suggested
the club would formally announce
d6-year-old Vialli's appointment
alter current manager Graham
Taylor's last home match in charge
against relegated Tranmere on
Saturday alternoon,

Vialli was sacked as coach of
English Premiership side Chelsea,
whom he had guided 10 the 1998
Cup Winners Cup and League Cup
successes alter replacing Ruud
Gulhit and last year's FA Cup, just a
handlul of games into this season
and has been out of football ever
since.

The Watlord vacancy has arisen
because long serving manager and
lormer England boss Tavlor is retir-
ingat theend ol the scason.

The club, based just to the north
ol London, got off 10 a blistering
start to the season and looked odds-
on lor an instant return 1o the
Premiership only (o suller a slump
that currently leaves them in 10th
place.

A job at Watlord would suit the
lormer Sampdoria and Htalian inter-
national striker, who is reported Lo
bekeentostayinorclosetol ondon.

SEAMANSTAYS

David Seaman signed a one-vear
extension on his current Arsenal
contracthere Priday.

Ihe 37-year-old England goal-
keeper's season has been marred by
shoulder and ankle injuries but he
has been in hine lonm since his
return lo acton,

Scaman has also kept his
England place since Sven-Goran

Eriksson took over as coach.

YORKE'SVOW

Dwight Yorke insisted Friday he was
determined to stay a1 Manchester
United and fight for his place follow-
ing the 19-million-pounds (27-
million-dollars) signing of Ruud van
Nistelrooy.

Yorke is scen as the striker most
likely 1o make way for the Duich
international forward and already
Aston Villa manager John Gregory
has said he would be interesied in
taking him back to Birmingham

Chelsea have also been linked
with a move lorYorke, whahas lallen
[rom favour at United alier an indif-
ferent season.

Yorke, though, wanis 1o see oul
the remaining two years ol his con-
fract at Old Traflord,

"1 don't read the papers, but |
hear things through the grapevine,”
hesaid.

“But ar the end of the day | have
nothing to prove or 1o justify 1o
anybody,” the Trindad and Tobago
international added.

“I've gol two yedars remaining al
this club and they know that | want
10 stay here and that | want 1o be a
Manchester United player for as
long as possible.”

OVERMARS'ADVICE
Farmer Arsenal star Marc Overmars
believes his old club must launch a
summer sprending spree il they are
1o keepup with Manchester Unued.

Ihe Barcelona winger said the
Gunners needed 1o strengthen their
squad this year or risk plaving sec-
ond hiddle 1o newly croswned cham-
pions United once more

Overmars said United s record
signing ol Dutch ace Ruud van
Nistelrooy this week highlighred the
unportance ol introducing new
blood into Arsene Wenger's north
. ondon outlit.

"By signimg Ruud, Unired ar
gelung sironger, hesaid

“United have dominated for
three seasons now. Maybe ip
England they are hoping that
another team will get close to then
and develop a good rivalry Lo them,

“In thelast few years United have
been a lot of points clear. Arsene
Wenger has said i1 also, but the lact is
that United are getting stronger and
stronger and becoming even more
ditliculttocalch. .

"Liverpool is a team that is still
progressing. They've come 4 long
way inthe last iwoyears and you can
see that they will get beuter. Bug
United will sull be the lavourites {or
next season.

DYER'S LUCKY ESCAPE

Newcastle midfielder Keiron Dyer
escaped from a road accident with
cutsand bruises Friday.

The 22-year-old Fngland inter-
national, who was this week linked
with a 20 million pounds (19 million
dollars) move to champions
Manchester United, was involved in
a crash outside the club's Chester-
le-Strect raining headguarters
Friday moming.

However, he was able 1o resume
his clforts 10 come back from an
operanon (o repalr a stress fracture
ol his shin later Friday. and manager

Bobby Robson conlirmed tha !ht‘i"

wasnolastingdamage. -

"We can conlirm that Keiron
Dyer was involved in a minor road
accident this morning outside the
tranning ground,” he said. “As Tar as
the club is aware, other than a few
minor cuts and bruises, both drivers
were unharmed and Keiron is com-
pletely unharmed.

‘He s an the beginnings of reba-
bilitation alter two very serious leg
operatons. but i1 hasn't allected i
any way his rehabihianon. | belicse
s car s shightly more damaged
than keyonis,

We canrepair the car better than
We can repair Keiron Dver

Uzbeks go atop

( 2002 FIFA WORLD CUP
S/ BUERAJAEN

A[‘P, Tashikens

Uzbekistan confirmed their lead in
the 2002 World Cup Asian Zone
Group Seven after a 2-2 draw with
Jordan in their qualifier match here
on Friday.

The result left Uzbekistan still at
top ol Group Seven with seven
points alter three games, one point
ahead of their closest rivals
Turkmenistan.

Jordan seized the initiative imme-
diately from the kick off, pinning

Korea unveils
first stadium

AFP Seoul

South Korea on Saturday opened the
first of its 10 stadia to host the 2002
World Cup maltches, with President
Kim Dae-Jung calling for thorough
preparations for the world's largesi
Sporting event.

Munsu Football Stadium in the
southeastern city of Ulsan opened
with a gala ceremony, which was
atiended by Kim Dae-Jung, Culture
and Tourism Minister Kim Han-Gill
and Korea Football Association
President Chung Mong-Joon.

The 114 million-dollar stadium,
with a seating capacity of 43,550, 1s
one ol 10 venues to Stage 2002
Korea-Japan World Cup matches in
May and June nextyear.

“The World Cup event will pro-
vide South Korea with a golden
chance lor sales promotion,” Kim
Dae-Jung said at the opening cere-
mony in Ulsan

“The success ol the Cup hinals
will bring countless benefits (o the
nation not only in sports but also in
other sectors, including tourism,
investment, culture and art, * he
said.

their opponents back, while
Uzbekistan plaved cauviously,
relying heavily on the counter-
attack,

Fhar strategy paid olf when
Bedran Al-Shagran opened the
scoring on a breakaway alter 14
minutes.

Ten minutes later AbuTouk Esam
upset the 50,000 crowd of local fans
when. he fired the ball home from
long range past Uzbeki 'keeper Oleg
Belyakov.

Alter the break the hosts poured
forward in a bid 1o rescue the situa-
tion and in the 52nd minute
Lokomotiv Moscow midfielder
Viadimir Maminov pulled one back
from the spot after Mukhtar
Kurbanovwas fouledin the box.

[he Uzheks then pulled level 15
minutes later as Nikola Shirshov
lired home a precise shot into e
top left hand cormer from  close
range alter a hne run.

I he malch was clouded In seven
bookings lor some over-exuberant
Jordanian challenges.

Uzbekistan created several more
chances after Jordan's Mahd Omar
Shilbaveh was sent off for a second,

yellow card but they were unable m" -

clinchawin.

Earlier on Friday Turkmenia
thrashed Chinese Taipei 5-0 aided
by a second half double from
midhelder Kakha Gogoladze.

I'he second half of the Group
Seven qualibiers is due o be played
inAmman, Jordan, from May 3-7.

| STANDINGS

Collated 1ables, results and regnaining fixtures in the first round of the
Asian Zone qualifying competition for the 2002 World Cup after Friday's

maltches:

Group 2

[ran (X) 2 2
Tajikistan 2 !
Guam 2 0
Group 3

Qarar (X) 6 5
Palestine 6 2
Malaysia 6 2
Hong Kong b 1
Group4

Bahrain (X) 6 5
Kuwait 6 +
Kyrgyzstan 6 1
Singapore 6 0
Group 6

Irag (X) 6 4
Kazakhstan 6 4
Nepal 6 2
Macau 6 0
Group 10

SArabia (X) 6 b
Vietnam 6 3
Bangladesh 6 1
Mongaolia 6 0

SO N B et e O Wk *bubd | gt S @O0
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0 21 0 6
| 16 2 3
2 0 35 0
0 14 3 16
| 8 9 7
3 8 il 7
4 3 10 4
| 9 4 15
1 9 3 i3
4 3 9 4
4 3 8 2
0 28 5 14
0 20 pld 14
4 13 25 b
b 1 31 0
0 30 0 18
2 9 9 10
: 5 15 5
5 Luv- il 1

(X denotes teams which have won their group and adianced o second
round. In 2nd round there will be neo groups of fire, the winners of wiich
qualify for the finals in South Korea and Japan. A third team can qualify nia

a play-offagainsta Exropean team).

Bundesliga
Dortmund slip

AFP Berlin

Dortmund saw then
German title hopes take a knock on
I'riday when they could onlv draw 1-
I atWollsburg.

Dortmund had hoped 1o draw
level at least overnight with leaders
Schalke but instead remain in third
spot an 53 points from 31 matches,
two behind Schalke and adnft ol
Bavern Munich on goal difterence.

Schalke, stll bidding 1o break
their Bundestiga title duck, travel (o
lilenders Bochumon Saturday Hor a
matchwhich may not be as casy as it
dPPCUrs on paper,. given imtense
local rividey between the two clubs.

Bavern, with their eves also hxed
on the Champions League this
season, host mid-tgble Freiburg as
they bidtoreram the title, r

Dormmund had 1o mdulge
some damage limitation alter
Wollsburg opened the scoring in the
tenth minute through Polish tor-
ward Andrzej Juskowiak, who
outsprinted former German inler-
national defender Jurgen Kohler.

Jorg Heinnch saved apoint with a
22nd-minute ¢lfort which took a
deflection off Nigerian  Jonathan
Akpoboric.

Borussia

&

PHOTO AFP

Dortmund's Otto Addo (C) being chased by Wolfsburg's Patrick Weiser during their Bundesliga encounter on April
27.
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