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AFP, Colomibo

Intense Tamil Tiger resistance has beaten Sri Lankan
troops back to theiroriginal lines with the death toll from
thelatest fighting rising to 377 on both sides, the defence
ministry said yesterday.

Troops were forced to reverse a major advance
launched in northeast Sri Lanka Wednesday because of
heavy artillery and mortar bomb attacks by the separat-
ist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

The defence ministry said the army sulfered 187
killed and B60 seriously wounded since Wednesday, and
placed rebellosses at 190 dead and over 400 wounded.

However, the LT TE said over its clandestine Voice ol
ligers radio that it had lost only 43 of its guerrillas and
placed military losses at 1,500 dead and wounded.

“Initially, troops very successfully advanced and
captured the forward arcas held by the terrorists,” the
defence ministry saud.

"But due to very heavy artillery and mortar fire by
the terrorists, troops were (o be redeployed on the origi-
nal defenceline.”

Hospitals have issued an urgent appeal tor blood (o
reat the sudden surge ol wounded being brought from
the embattled northern Jaflna peninsula to the rest ol

INTERN

as toll hits 377

theisland.

The International Committee of the Red Cross said
it was due to hand over the bodies of 30 government
troops 1o the military in the northern Vavuniya district
onSaturday.

The upsurge in fighting came at the end ol a lour-
month unilateral truce the LI'TE had been observing
since Chrisunas Eve,

The rebels called the truce off on Tuesday night alter
accusing the government of using the lull to kill 160
Tigers.

Defence ministry spokesman Sanath Karunaratne
said the LITE's counter attacks suggested that the guer-
rillas had been prepared to launch an oftensive ol their
own in the Jalfna peninsula,

I'he Tigers said they oftered "stiff and determined”
resistance and stalled the military's advance towards the
strategic town of Pallai, which isinrebel control.

Norway has been trying to arrange o face-10-lace meehing
between the two sides ina bid to end thelighting, which has
claimed more than 60,000 lives in the past two decades

Despite the heavy bloodshed, Norway appeared
hopeful ol progress. although the government may be

ble and venue lor talks, oflicial sources said.

Wahid calls for peacetul

XINHUA, Jakarta

Indonesian President Abdurrahman
Wahid on Friday called lor peacelul

‘As (Vice President) Megawali
Sockarnoputri in hercapacity as the
chairwoman ol
Demaocratic Party of Struggle has

the

political settlement

“In other words, | was elecied as
president not because I am an
m«in,
because of the arcumstances at that

Indonesian extraordinary hut more

political setilement among bicker-
g national leaders,

Speaking on a nationally-
televised address on the state TVRI
channel, the president said he
ordered all elements ol the nanon o
relrain from violence and 1o cooper-
AlC Lo mamitam peace

‘| hope thau this polincal stand-
ol willcome toan end. Fbehiove thal
can reach that through
silaturahmi tan approach based on
fraternmity) and communication
beween and  th
execubive,” the president said

Wahid appealed tor unity and an
end o violence and blasphemous
b Baaviown

we

the legisiative

issued an order o her lollowers 1o
abstain from violence, | therelore
urge all elements ol the nation 1o
avoid violence and 1o rogethel
maintain peace,” the president said

e asked o]
forgiveness bul said no leader could
pull the nanon out ol 1S current

also Indonesia

OO TRILSS

Whoen | started... the nation wias
inasad condition. [ venitthisnaton
had
nobody could mend the ceconomy,
he said.

Wahid pointed out that he had
been elecied as president 1o act as
Lhi bind the country
logether.

100 presidential changes.,

plue 1o

time,” the president said in a state-
ment oul by
-..Iu:Ll'ﬁl'th’ll]";\ll'tmlu"lhu‘l.ll.

read presidential

Farlier Inday, the government
ollicially requested the House ol
Representatives (DPR) not 1o assue
censure for the second time Lo the
president during a plenary session
TOMOTTEAN

Fhe Houose is duae 1o hold a ple
NAry session tiomorrow where all 10
lactions in the House would dehve
their general opinion o the presi-
dent’s reply on its lrst censure ove
Issucd on

two gralt scandals

['ebruary |

A body of a drought vicfim lies in middle of the Cholistan desert in Pakistan's south eastern region on Thursday.
Dozens of people have died and hundreds of animals perished in the three year continuous droughtin the country’s

desert areas
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PHOTO AFP

Russian cosmonauts Talgat Musabayev (up) shows space tourist US Dennis
unable to keep its April deadline to announce a timeta- | Tito (C) how the cosmonaut should wave farewell before getting into the
space craft at Cosmodrome Baikonur yesterday before the take off into

space.

Tito blazes trail for
space tourism

-‘1I:H I"d i..”j\.h s fid i}

LIS businessman Dennis Fuo hited
offl into orbit aboard a Russian
rocket vesterday, heading lor the
International Space Station and
blazing a trail lor space tourists ol
the future

Watchers cheered as the silver
rockel launcher rose mto the Asian
sky al 0737 GMT (1337 BST), carmy
ing the 60-vear-old mithonaire and
former engineer o space and a
niche in hastory as the hirst sell
financing tourist 1o escape the
contines ol gravim

Fhe Taunch ook place anly
hours alter Russian and LS space
olhicials agreed o iron out technical
difficulties arising from a compuies
clitch onboard the 1SS

Nine minutes alter blast-oll
with the booster rocket fallen 1o
carth, the manned Soviuz 1N352

L.!!‘lxll!. reads bl .|~H'Hf1l\L| (|
ahcad ol docking with the ISS on
Monday.

In a short message 10 mission
control, the Russian cosmonauts
announced that evervthing was In
order and that the crew felt well,
ITAR-TASS news agency reported.

Live pictures broadcast by CNN
television showed Tito in his space-
suit talking calmly with the Russian
crew members, commander Talgat
Musabayev and engincer Yury
Baturin

Musabayev's [irst word (o base
was the [amous announcement by
the world's [irst spaceman, Yury

Gagarmn, as he hlted oll almosl
exactly 40 vears ago: "Povekhaly!
We're ol

Fito's irst reported word was in
Russian: "'khorosho™ -- line

His girliriend Dawn Abraham,
wilching lrom a stand al the cosmo-
drome in the Kazakh desert, burst
into 1ears as Tio achieved has hile s
dream.

More than 20 lanuly members
and Iriends, including his lormer
wile, have travelled Trom the United
States tosee himoll

“l.';lt.“!l].; out 1o the rocket, 1o
and his companions obscerved an
ancient cosmonauts tradition and
pausced 1o append their signatures 1o
the door of the bedroom where they
had spent the previous nighl

[ito, who 1s paving Russian 20
million dollars Tor the privilege,
spend 10 days i space. sharing
quatrters with the multmational 1SS
cok belore returnming 1
carth with Musabayev and Baturin
on May 6.

I'he US agency NASA hours
earlier withdrew a demand for a
postponement after Russian ofli-
cials agreed that the docking ol the
Soyuz rocket with the space station
could be delayed il a compuler
problem that arose Thursday made
Il necessary.

I'he daily USA Today, quoling
an unnamed Russian space oflicial,
said Friday that the Canadian-born
Cameron, 46, was to sign a deal lor a
trip into space in two or three weexs.

will
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'Kashmir peace process

to continue with or

F”, New Delln

lammu and Kashmir Chief Minister
l'arooq Abdullah on Friday said the
peace process initated by the gov-
crnment would continue irrespec-
tive ol whether the Hurriyai
Conlerence partcipatesim it ornot,
[he process does not
because of such minor hiccups
Fhey (Hurriyat leaders) will have (o
follow sull or -else remain mute
spectators, Abdullah, who met a
host ol central ministers including
Home Minister LK. Advani. told I"I'|
belore leaving lor Jammu,
Regrething the decision ol
Hurriyat leaders on talks wath the
centre, he said still hope that betie
sense will prevail over them and they
will their brains rather than
lollow what is being ted 10 them

stop

use

lrom across the border by then
NMNuIsIers
I he chiet mimister said his gos

i€ e
Bangladesh Power
Development Board

‘without Hurriyat’

ernment will ensure that nobody 1s
allowed to hamper the peace pro-
cess ininated in the state. Tourism

season is ready to begin and people |
will not tolerate anyone making |

elloristodestabilise it, he said.

Abdullah said Hurrivat leaders
would be completely isolated il they
supported any move aimed at dis-
rupting the tourist season in the
state thisyear

Denying the Hurrivat charge thad
crackdowns were continuing in the
stale despite ceaselire, Abdullah
this 1s all rubbish, sccurniny
lorces are reacting only if attacked
and not otherwise

Larlier in the day, Abdullah met
Advani and discussed with him the
securty situation in the valley. Now
that winter is over, Pakistan will tny
o send militants through high
passes. We cannot be complacent
even though the ceaschire is there,
headded
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Power Distribution Project,

(GD-395

Invitation For Tender

Sub: Extension of time for bid submission for turnkey
contract for Extension and Rehabilitation of 132/33 KV and
33/11 KV substations including civil works under Grealer
Chittagong Power Distribution Project, Phase-lIl.

The date of submission of Technical and Financial Proposals for.
turnkey contract for extension and rehabilitation of 132/33 KV and
33/11 KV substations including civil works under Greater Chittagong
Phase-Ill
03/06/2001 up-to 11:00 AM local time instead of 03/05/2001. The
tender will be opened at 11:30 AM on the same day.

All other tarms and conditions will remain unchanged

Biddut/Jan-2078(5)/2000-2001 Bangladesh Power Development Board

has been re-fixed on

Secretary

Dhaka.
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Pak military set to foil May Day rally

Security blanket on

AFP, Karaclil

Pakistan's military regime threw a security blanket over
the southern port city of Karachi yesterday to thwart a
planned May Day pro-democracy rally by the opposi-
tion, officials and witnesses said.

A spokesman for the opposition said some 2,000
supporters had been arrested and more raids were
conducted overnight, despite condemnation by humap
rnghts organisations and an expression ol “disappoint-
ment” by US State Department.

Police and paramilitary troops intensified patrols
ahead ol Tuesday's rally called by the 18-party Alliance
for the Restoration of Democracy (ARD),

"We have taken [oolprool security measures 1o
maintain law and order,” Karachi police chiel Tarig Jamil
toldAFP

He said some 7,000 police and para-military troops
would be ondutvio prevent any disturbanceonMay |,

FFor the hirst time a newly established special squad
of 250 motorcycle policemen would patrol the roads to
check the movements ol political party workers, he
added

He said all roads leading 1o Nishat Park, the mect-
ing's venue, would be sealed 1o prevent entry ARD work-
ers.

"No procession would be allowed 1o enter Karachi
We have taken measures 1o implement the govern-
ment's banon rallies and outdoor mectings,” Jamil said

Police said thev have so lar arrested some 600 peo
ple while the ARD leaders claimed 2,000 people had
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troubled Karachi

been netied since the crackdown on Wednesday.

“They have detained over 2,000 people and are
raiding houses of political activists,” said Nisar Khuhro,
provincial chief ol former prime minister Benazir
Bhutto's Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP).

"We are not slaves of the military government. They
can not stop us from expressing our views,” he said,
vowinglodefythe ban.

Ihe detainees include members of the PPP and the
Pakistan Muslim League (PML) of former prime minister
Nawaz Sharil.

Military ruler General Pervez Musharraf ousted
Sharif in a coup in October 1999 and banned outdoor
political gatherings after suspending parliament and the
constitution.

His regime has come under sharp criticism from
human rights groups with Amnesty International, con-
demning the ban on political rallies, Friday called for the
immediate release ol “prisoners of conscience.”

LIS State Department spokesman Charles Hunter
said: "We are disappointed at the government of
Pakistan’'s decision totake this step.”

Ihe deasion “calls into question the government's
commitment to protect civil libernies such as freedom ol
assembly, a key component ol good democratic govern-
ments,” Hunter said inWashington on Friday.

We continue 1o state our view that Pakistan should
return rapidly 1o a democratic civilian government and
in the interim, internationally recognised rights should
berespecied,” he added.

PHOTO AFP

Youths throw stones 27 April 2001, during riots in El Kseur, Algerian northeastern region of Kabilie. Renewed riots

broke out Friday in Kabilie, as youths protesting against the government and police brutality blocked roads and

burned trucks.
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Palestinians call fo

pressure on Israel

r US

Al_'l}, Ramallali

Violence shook the Palestinian
territories again overnight, as the
Palestinians reiterated their mis-
trust of Israel’s intentions and called
for US pressure on the Jewish slate
10 end whart they 1S militany
escalation

The shooting, which left four
Palestinians wounded, occurred
only. hours after Israel and the
Palestininians had stepped up
renewed contacts on security coop
eration Frniday and as Israel! Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres prepared [or
talks on an Egyptian-Jordanian
peace plan.

I'wo Palestinians, one ot them a
;‘Ifllit eman, were wounded by shell
fragments when Israeli tanks fired
on the town ol Deir al-Balah in the

\\!}

I'wo nmiore Palestinian police-
menwere hurt when Israelis fired on
d Pl lice ['H-n] south ol Gaza City
hospital sources said.

And mortar rounds struck the
Jewish settlements of Kfar Darom
and Nitsanit in the Gaza Strip, with-
|1[' F ||.!I'..

a military spokesman

OUl CAUSIng «ny ¢ dsudaitles
erty damage,
*«.LI!LJ

[he mortar attacks, for which
no one has vet claimed responsibil
ity, also followed a threat Friday by
the radical Palestimian movement
Hamas to continue suicide artacks
against Israel

Despite the latest round ol
violence, which left more than a
dozen Palestimians and two Israchis
injured on Fridav, the
clearly on seeking a way out ol the
seven-month ovcle of violence thati

OCUS was

officials met near here to study ways
1o reduce the violence and (o ease
the blockade on the Palestinian
lerritories, said a Palestinian who
look partin the talks
I'he parties agreed to hold two
follow-up meetings on Sunday -
one in the West Bank and the other
in the Gazasirip
And after a late night meetung,
the Palestinian leadership casl
doubts on the honesty of Israel’s
intentions, and accused the Jewash
state ol pursuing an
military escalanon.’
I'he Palestinians also said
Israel’s participation In securily
meelings was not accompanied by
readiness to change the situation.
Aralat also chaired a meeting ol
Palestine Liberation
Orgamsation in Ramallah Frniday

Tagressive

1 >
Irl':,

southern Gaza Strip, hospital
sources said

has claimed nearly 500 hives
Palestinian and Israech secunmn

nigint _iild\h\.lxr‘”nﬁhg” was 1”5..’,!.1] 1t
halt the escalation’
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