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Truck driver
flees with
Tk 9 lakh

cotton

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A truck driver and its helpers sped
away with 120 bails of cotton worth
about Tk 9 lakh in front of Meghna
Qil on Aurport Road in the city on
Thursday night, leaving the con-
signment owner alter beating him.

Fazlur Rahman, a businessman,
had loaded the cotton on the truck
(bearing number Comilla 5936) al
Gazipur to bring the consignment (0
Dhaka.

When the truck reached in front
of Meghna Oil at about 9:30 pm, the
driver and helpers beat the owner,

threw {rom the vehicle and sped
away.
Rahman then went to the

Cantonment police station and hiled
a case.

It may be mentioned that a
mobile petrol car ol cantonment
police always remains stationed in

the area where the incident took
|‘.L1L'L'
Police could neither arrest the

culprits nor seize the goods ull last

night
When contacted, cantonment
police last night said that an ofhcer

ol the thana had ¢
talk with the Hmm sSInan

cone 1o Gaz ipur (o

Opposition’s
rally at Sylhet
on April 30

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, S

the BNP-led lourn parn alliance will
-

hold a grand rally at Svihet on April
!‘I.

lead | | '}I‘![‘I'HHI'T]
Khaleda Zia s scheduled 1o address
the rally as chiel niest | ANV SOUTCCS
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leader wall also visit the majars ol
Hajrat Shahjalal (RA) and Hajrat
Shahporan (RA

A preparalon

rally ai

wingy day allranci

meeting ol the
opposition alliance was held In
Sylhet yesterday morning with
district BNP President M A Haque in
he chair

Sammilito Parishad
sweeps Bar

Council polls
BSS,

,')-' I
Sammilito Ainjibi Samannoy
Parishad (SASP) won a landslide

victory in the elections ol
Bangladesh Bar Council, the apex
body of about 25,000 lawyers of the
country.

According to official results, the
SASE led by the incumbent Vice-
Chairman of Bangladesh Bar
Council Barrister M Amir-ul Islam,
bagged 13 out of 14 posts of the
council's executive body.

Advocate Sigma Huda, who
1eaded the Ainjibi Oikya Parishad,
elected alone from her panel in
Ithe general seat category.

Bar Council's Ex-officio
Chairman and Attorney General
Mahmudul Islam vesterday
announced the results of the polls
held on Apnl 19 across the country.

Out of 24,363 voters, 14,109
ld'.ﬂ'(-r\id\.[ their votes in 76 pu”ln}_{
centres at different bar associations
inthe country.

IThe newmembers will take office
on July 1 this year for a three-vear
lerm, Bar Council sources said.

According to the results,
President of Supreme Court Lawyers
Assaociation, Advocate A Bascl
Majumder, gor the highest 8727
voles 1In the general seat category,
while Advocare Syed Ahmed bagged
the
group seal calegan

Wwdas

highest 8773 voles from the

: southern
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Ctg journalists begin five-day
agitation for arrest of Mamun

NURUL ALAM, Chirtagong

Ward commissioner Mamunur
Rashid Mamun, sued ina case under
the Public Safety Act (PSA) lor
assaulting two senior journalists ol
daily Purbakone here, was yet to be
nabbed as police was playing a
‘hide-and-seek game' despite pro-
tests from journalists and residents
of the portcity.

Sources say although police
know Mamun's whereabouts, they
cannot arrest him as he is protected
by alocal ministerand some ruling
partyleaders.

Meanwhile, Chirtagong journal-

| ists vesterday observed a two-hour

token strike as part of their live-day
agitation programme demanding
arrest of Mamun and his accompli-
N S

Mamun enjoys the blessing ol a
local minister as he (Mamun) had
backed the minister's sontograbthe
plots of Sujan residential area sev-

eral months ago, sources said.

When Mamun allegedly looted
the posh "Mimi super market' along
with his accomplices the same
minister reportedly favoured this
top terrorist, sources said.

Mamun had his start as top
armed terrorist in the city when

incumbent mayor Mohiuddin
Chowdhury had a tussle with
Aktaruzzaman Chowdhury Babu

over control of city politics, sources
said.

‘Mamun Bahini® at that ume
fought in favour of Mohiuddin
Chowdhury against the
Aktaruzzaman Babu group which
was led by another terrorist A Z M
NasIr.

As Nasir deserted Babu, Mamun
now set a link with the mavor 1o gel
protection, sources further said.

Mamun 1S now enjoying bless-
ings of minister for labour and
manpower M A Mannan, lood
minister Amir Hossain Amu, mayol

Mohiuddin Chowdhury and
Aktaruzzaman Babu, sources said.
But the comments of those party
stalwarts in this regard were not
available.

‘Mamun Bahini" has taken con-
trol ol a big area from WASA crossing
to Sholoshahar, They force the
schools and colleges authorities ol
the area lor admission of students as
per their lists, sources said.

On January this year, Mamun
forced the authorities of a boys'
school at Nasirabad for admission ol
70students inthe school. His cadres
played the same game in a girls’
collegelocated there,

By this admission business,
Mamun and his cadres earned huge
money [rom the guardians, sources
said.

During holy Eid-ul Azha, Mamun
engaged his cadres to collect the
hides of anmimals at the rate ol only
taka 50 per piece and outsiders were

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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PHOTO AFP

Akram Khan of Bangladesh executes a forceful sweep shot on way to an inspired 44 against Zimbabwe on the sec- |

ond day of the second Test in Harare yesterday.
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Crackdown: 1200

pro-democracy
‘activists held
'in Sindh

:Uji MEFL.L i:.' |

crackdown
activists n
Sindh province has
resulted in the arrest of about 1,200
people, police and politicians said
yesterday

The military government
launched the crackdown Thursday,
sending police and paramilitary
troops to homes and political party
headquarters throughout Sindh
province, of which Karachi is the
capital.

he military regime that rules
Pakistan launched the crackdown to
d 51[-‘1-{11.'!11(|Lh1l". rd||7.'

A major
democracy

on
Pakistan's

| planned for May 1 in Karachi.

Earlier story on page 5

Organized by the Alliance for the
Restoration of Democracy,
senting 15 political parties in
Pakistan, the rally is to press the
army to return the nation to demo-
craticrule.

'he military regime said it had
delained about 500 people, all of
whom will be released following the
May 1 deadline. As well the authori-

nessaid that the rally could be held if |
5 i

itiskept indoors.

I'he army took power in Pakistan |

in October 1999 throwing out the
civilian government of Nawaz Sharil
charging him with massive corrup-
1On, economic Incompetence and

L MmIsSmanagement. !
[he army sent Sharif into exile in |

Saudi Arabia aher he was found
guilty in Pakistan of hijacking and
lerronism and sentenced 1o e in
janl.
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| Will journalist Tipu remain disabled?

@he Baly Star- exmguen
Tipu Treatment Fund

| Donate generously to this Fund
Save Tipu from Disability

Send donations to: Savings Account No. 25002111
Dhaka Bank Ltd, Karwan Bazar Branch, Dhaka
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Arms scam: Vajpayee
rejects demand for
parliamentary probe

AFP, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Atal Beharn Vajpayee yesterday rejected an opposition
demand for a parliamentary probe into an arms bribery scandal, sparking a

walkout by opposition MPs.

"When we had earlier offered a joint parliamentary committee probe, it
was not accepted and we then appointed a (judicial) commission of enquiry

tolookinto the matter,” hesad.

“The commission of enquiry and joint parliamentary committee cannot

proceed simultaneously,”

Vajpayee said.

I'he parliament was paralysed by the row over the arms bribery scandal
for weeks, but the main opposition Congress Party briefly broke the deadlock
to allow the passage ol the national budget for 2001-02.

I'he Congress, however, had made its cooperation conditional on a gov-
ernment promise (o keep an “open mind” on setting up the joint parliamen-

lary commitiee investgation,

"We had said we had an open mind on the matter, But an open mind does

notmean anempty mind,” Vajpayee told parliament.
Congress MPs staged a noisy walk-out, accusing the government ol back-

ing down on its commitment,

[he ongoing budget session was scheduled to end on May 11, but was
curtailed by two weeks to allow campaigning ahead of elections in ive states

onMay 10

I'he government had ordered the judicial probe into the scandal last
month under aretired Supreme Court judge, but the opposition insisted that
aparliamentary probe would be more appropriate and effective.

Withits demands for the government to resign and, more recently, for the
parliamentary probe, the Congress Party had ellectively prevented parlia-
ment from conducting any normal business.

Last week, the railway budget had to be passed by voice vote

the lirst Lime

a major hinancial billhas been passed without adebate.
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Goods
train
derails
at Pubail

UNB, Dhaka

A goods train derailed at Pubail,
Tongi on Thursday night, disrupting
rail communications on Dhaka-
Chittagong and Dhaka-Sylhet
routes for hours.

Wagons containing about 18
containers slipped off the tracks
alter the Dhaka-bound goods train
left Pubail station at about 8:30 pm.

Officials said railway tralfic on
the routes was "completely
restored” at noonyesterday.

Railway authorities, however,
kept the Dhaka-Chittagong trains
running from the morning via
Mymensingh,

Railway sources said the sched-
ules of at least half a dozen trains
were cancelled dueto theaccident.

Khulna FFs
complain to
PM against
S A Malek

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Kliuilna

Leaders ol Khulna district and city
units ol Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Sangsad have made an appeal to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 1o
save valiant freedom fighters from
the clutches of her political Advisor
Dr.SA. Malek.

l.eaders of 14 thana commands
ol the district and city command
alleged at a press conference yester-
day that all governments in the pasi
blackmailed the freedom fighters for
political purposes and thus created
crackinthe unity.

Leaders ol the district and city
command ol Muktijoddha Sangsad
said Dr. S A. Malek is conspiring 1o
isolate the prime minister from real
[reedom lighters by [orming a paral-
lel Muktijoddha Front.

Ihey lurther alleged Dr. § A.
Malek 1S not only exploiting the
Ireedom lighters and raising
unauthorised fund, but also divid-
ing unity of the freedom fighters
abusing power as prime minister's
political advisor.

Murder of elderly
man: None
arrested yet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gulshan police are yet to arrest the
culprits who killed an elderly man
and injured two others near the
Gulshan Staff Road rail crossing on
[hursday.

Ali Akkas, 55, and his son Abdur
Rahim, a returnee from Malaysia
and his nephew Golam Mostala
were going to Jatrabari from Zia
International Airport in an
autorickshaw.

When they crossed the Staff Road
rail crossing at about 2:30 am, some
stones were thrown on their
autorickshaw. They took it to be
picketing during the ongoing hartal
andstopped the vehicle to talk to the
pickets.

But to their surprise, three mug-
gers swooped on them and started
snatching valuables. When Akkas
tried to save his son’s hard earned
goods the muggers stabbed him in
the abdomen and in the back and
Rahim and Mostala in their hands
and took away Tk 60,000 in cash,
gold andother valuables.

Police arrested a man named

Mobarra, a cook, who was passing
through the arca alter the incident.

PHOTO STAR

Coordination Council for Human Rights in Bangladesh formed a human chain in front of the Jatiya Press Club
demanding implementation of the 1974 Mujib-Indira Accord.
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PHOTO STAR

A Dhaka bound goods train from Chittagong carrying containers derailed at Pubail near Tongi thursday night, dis-
rupting rail communication in Dhaka-Chittagong and Dhaka-Sylhet routes for hours.

Khulna JP dissolved,
president and
secy expelled

QUAZI AMANULLAH, Kliilna

The district commitiee ol Jativa
Party was dissolved on Thursday
evening, expelling its president S M
Babar Ali and general secretary
Sheikh Akram Hossain on charge of
creating asplitin the party.

Primary membership ol the two
district-level leaders has also been
cancelled in a unanimous decision
taken in a joint meeting ol both ciry
and district commitices of the party
held on Thursday evening with
Advocate Manzurul Alam, central
organising secretary in the chair.

A coordination commitiee has
been lormed with former Education
Minister Advocate Mominuddin
\hmed as chiel coordinator, asking
him (o form a new convening com-
mittee by next Sunday.

Speakers ol the meceting
extended their full support to disso-
lution of the district commiftee and
expulsion of Babar Ali and Akram
Heossain from their primary mem-
bership for aspersion against the
party chairman HM Ershad.

Meanwhile, Dr Matin-Naziur
faction of Jatiya party now being
headed by former MP Babar Ali and
former chairman of Phultala
upazilla Akram Hossain will hold
another meeting on Sunday in the
party office which has already been
occupied by activists loyal to H M
Ershad.

Young man
shot dead
in Chittagong

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cig

L]

One young man was shot dead at
Kattoli under Pahartoli thana in the
cityat midnight on Thursday.

Thevictimidentified as Shaheen,
25, was shot by some miscreants
following a dispute over bamboo
cutting. He succumbed 10 buller
Injury on way to hospital.

A case was hiled in this connec-
tion. None was arrested ull hling ol
thisreport at 6 pm yesterday,

Miscreants kill
truck driver
at Sutrapur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unidentitied miscreants Kkilled a
truck driver at Raghudas Lane in the
city's Sutrapur area in the carly
hours ol yesterday.

The victim Monu Miah, 25, son ol
Ashral Uddin was lound dead at
huse number 571, Raghudas Lane
vesterday morning.

Police said the miscreants hit the
driver in his head with a sharp
weapon, He might have been killed
ataround3am.

On receiving imlormation,
Sutrapur police went to the spat and
recovered the body in the morming.
'hey sent the body 1o Midford
Hospil almorgye lor autopsy.

Police suspected that the truck
driver was killed as asequel 1o previ-
OUs enmity.

Police arrested one Noo
Mohammad in connection with the
Killing.

Shamsuddin, uncle of the victim,
hled a case with Sutrapur police
stationin this regard.

JP (M-N) will expel leaders loyal
to Ershad in its meeting due 10 be
held on next Sunday, said Akram
Hossain.

Meanwhile, supporters ol both
lactions of the party were seen
[lexing their muscles in an apparent
move 10 prevenl each other [rom
entering the party oflice ail
Dakbunglowsquare.,

Sources in both the factions said
the party needs a ‘rebirth’ at this
stage wiping oul agenis ol both
Awami League and BNP We are
being played as toy in the hands ol
Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda Zia who
are ishinginthe troubled water.

When asked leaders of Ershad
faction said Khaleda wants to go 1o
power keeping the party chairman
in prison. So, alliance with her is
gquite absurd, thevobserved,

On the other hand, leaders ol Dr
Matin-Naziur laction ol the party
termed H M Ershad as national
traitor forstabbingin the back of on-
going movement against the govt ol
Sheikh Hasina.

Calling of meetings of both the
factions of JPin the same party office
on Sunday has created tension
among supporters who are report-
edly taking full preparation to light
each other.

Activists of both factions of
different upazilas are reported to
have decided 10 resist formation of
any new commiltee, insiders said.
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BCL factions
clash in Ctg:

One shot dead

UNB. crg

A BCL cadre was killed in a gunfight
between the two factions of the
organisation in Baluchhara area in
Rauzan upazilaon Thursdaynighi.

Police recovered the body and
sentit to the hospital morgue.

In another incident, an aulo-
rickshaw driver Shaheen, 26, who
was stabbed by snatchers at
Dewanhat in Double-Mooring
thana yesterday, succumbed 10 his
injunesat CMCH.

Separate cases were filed with the
police.

 Six held: 2 bombs

recovered
in city
BSS, Dhaka

Police arrested six people including
an alleged terrorist and seized two
bombs In three separate drives
vesterday and the day before in the
city, a Dhaka Meltropolitan Police
press release said here yesterday.

[he Detective Branch (DB) of
police in a drive on the night of Apnil
26, arrested alleged terrorist Abdul
Mannan, 46, Irom near Mirpur
Section 10 roundabout in connec-
tion with the recovery of three hand-
made bombs from the rooftop of
Kawran Bazar Supermarket under
Tejgaon thana.

Name of Course

1. Management

~ Women Executives
2. Leadership and

Duration
with Tme
05-10 May |
Tachnrues for : 09.00-14:00 : Tk. 2.000~

06-10 May - ‘Dhaka

' Venuel Course
| CourseFee  Co-ordinator

- Salma Sultana
~ Saleh Ejaz

- - - -

"Chittagong

Supervision D O N A
3 Research Proposal ' 06-10May 'Dhaka ' AKMS Hog Mollah
Wiing 1 16:30-21:00 Tk, 2,200~ | S P
4 Rural Credtt ' 06-17 May | Dhaka " ABM Shamsuddin
Management : 09:30-14:00 : Tk. 3,200~ __' s
5 Managing Human . 06-17 May Chtagong  Sakhawat Hossain
Resources ' 16:30-20.30 Tk 3400~ . -
6. Work shoponSA~ = 09-10 May :Chittagong ~ Engr. Abdul Quader
8000 | 00:00-14.00{Tk. 20006 .
7. Marketng | 1324 May ,Dhaka " Fathgna Ahmed
Promoton ? 10_0&14.00;“_3‘200#
Tochiiquas - afategat: o5 S .
8 Project | 13-31 May :Dhaka ~ ABM Sayedul
~ Management  + 16:00-2100 Tk 4,600/ - Kawnine

9 Crcal Path Method

(CPM)
10. Visual Basics 6

= molms =a @ #oae e

19-24 May Chlttagong
17.00-21:30 . Tk 2,200+
20-31 May Dhaka

~ Engr Abdul Quader

"~ AKMS Hog Mollah

. 16:30-21.00 . Tk. 4,500+
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Courses mentoned above are sutable for Managers/E xecutves of public
and private sactor organiz ations including NGOs and interested educatad

young people not yat n service but want to develop managenal abilibes

Please send your nominations to Coordinators. F you need further

information you can also contact them

BIM.Chrtagong Branch

Chandgaon Reside ! Area

Kalurghe| Road, Baggarhal

P O Chandgaon Chiiagony 4212
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