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Peace talks

between

Filipino rebels,
qgovt begins

AFP, Oslo

Peace talks between the Philippines
government and communist rebels
opened vesterday in Norway with
both sides expressing hopes for
concrele progress toward meeting
anambitious October 2002 deadline
for laying more than 32 years of
conflict to rest,

“We hope that the discussion on
goodwill and confidence-building
measures will result in the acceler-
ated release of political prisoners as
well as other measures,” Luis
Jalandoni, chiel negotiator for the
rebel National Democratic Fromt
(NDF), saidatan opening ceremony.

In a separate speech, Silvestre
Betlo, lead negotiator for the govern-
ment, said he hoped (he negotia-
tions being held at a site in an Oslo
suburb would mark the start of a
peace process resulting in “a just,
equitable, human, pluralistic soci-
ety” mthe Philippines.

Six Red Cross

staff killed
in Congo
AFP, Genera

Six people working for the Interna-
nonal Committee of the Red Cross,
includmg two expatriates, were
killed in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, the ICRC said at its
Geneva headquartersvesterday.

An ICRC spokesman said the four
Congolese workers and two foreign
delegates, 54-vear-old Colombian
Juli Delgado and 36-vear-old Swiss

AP, Khartoum

selvesup.

Hijackers with hand grenades and pistols seized an
Ethiopian air force plané over Ethiopia carrying al least
50 passengers and diverted it to Khartoum. The attackers
released all their hostages hours later and surrendered
early yesterday, officials said.

“All of them have been released,” said Ghazi Salah cl-
DinAtabani, Sudan's minister of information.

There were no reports of serious injury among the
passengers, crew or the flive hijackers following the nine-
hourordeal that began Thursday evening.

Atabani told a news conference at Khartoum airport
that the hijackers agreed to surrender alter receiving
assurances that they would be treated lairly and would
not be sent back to Ethiopia.

“The hijackers will be tried according to international
laws,” he said.

The end came in three siages. First, the attackers
[reed the hostages, most of whom were members ol the
Ethiopianmilitary.

Then a hijacker who identilied himsell as
Bagemberman Tebegne, a member of Ethiopia’s air
force, left the plane and was allowed 1o speak with
reporters.

e said the five seized the aircralt 1o "draw interna-
tional attention 1o the rerrible ecor.umic and political
situation in Ethiopia and the lack ol [reedoms.”

As he finished his comments, the other four hijackers

Nations was.

Thursday, it said.
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America,” Xinhua quoted experts
[rom Chinese colleges assaying.

A US oller this week of subma-
rnes, destrovers and  aircraft o
laiwan and comments by President
George W Bush that Washington can
use military force to delend the

ﬂp. Beljng

Continued US arms sales to Taiwan
could spark mulitary conlrontation
between China and the United
States, the government's Xinhua
News Agency vesterday quoted

INTER
Ethiopian plane hijackers
surrender, free hostages

walked down the steps of the aircraft and gave them-
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Chinese experts warn
confrontation with US

woman Rita box. were killed Thurs-
dav in the northeast provinee ol
ltur

Spokesman Juan Martinez said
the six were lound dead near two |

Chinese experisassaying.

Xinhua echoed government
accusations that the sales embolden
supporters of Taiwan's permancent
separation lromChina

iIsland from Chinese attack have
increased tensionswith Beijing,
China and Talwan sphit amid civil
warin 1949, But China sall views the
island as part of s territory and has

not ruled out using lorce 1o get i
back.

Bush's comiments Wednesday
may have worried Chinese leadors
that he was scrappmg Washington's
past ambiguity over whether i

Selling weapons "will not onl
severely undermine China-USs
refations and add 1o the nsks ol
military collisions across the Taiwan
Strait, but lead 1o a dircet military
| confrontation between Chinag and

vichicles aboat 30 kKilometres north
ol Bumancar the Ugandan border

Aartinez said the 1CRC was wold
ol thekilhings by the Ugandan mili-
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It was not clear if the hijackers were students at Addis
Ababa University as had been earlier reported by state-
run Sudanese television.,

Government olficials and officials from the United
Nations and the Red Cross had condueted negotiations
with the hijackers,
woman, Earlier reports said therewere nine attackers.

A lew hours alter the plane landed in Khartoum, the
hijackers released 11 women and children.

Sudan’s Foreign Minister Mustala Osman Ismil told
Qatar's Als Jazeera satellite television, that the hijackers
landed in Khartoum because they were running out ol
fuel, adding he did not know what their intended desti-

who included four men and one

The Antonov 12 aircralt originated in the Ethiopian
capital, Addis Ababa, and was heading to northern
Ethiopia when the
report said. It landed at Khartoum airport at 6:20 PM

hijackers seized the plane, the TV

A crew member who managed to escape oult the back
of the plane said the hijackers were armed with hand
grenades and pistols, the TV report said.

Atabani said earlier that the hijackers had been seck-
ing political asvium.

'he television report said the hijackers wanted 1o
meet with US and Britnsh diplomats. It wasn't immedi-
atelyclearil that had occurred.

of

would use lorce to delend  Tawan,
said Joseph Chermg, a China scholas
i Hong Kong.

But Benymg's response will be
tempered by s mited options and
desire 1o maintain peace with ats
neighbours, said Cheng, director ol
the Contemporary China Research
Centreat City University.

I hereis a lundamental consen-

sus in the Chinese leadership. They |
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Sudanese security agents search Ethiopian military personnel and their
hijackers at Khartoum airport yesterday after they left the Ethiopian military
plane which was hijacked while on a domestic flight in Ethiopia.
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Musharraf to
visit Myanmar
AP Yanpon |

Goen. Pervez Musharral will makesthi

L hirst olhaal visit next week by a |l

Pakistam leader
.\I‘}JIHH;!I in
othcrals saud vesterday.

to military-run

16 vears, Mvanmai

Myanmar state newsSpapers

announced Muosharral will visit at |

the mvitation ol Gen. Than Shwe,
the leader ol the ruling State Peace
and Development Council
Diplomats said his three-day - visil

" . | i . X .
are certamly reahistic i trving 1o | wouldstarl Tuesday

secure a peacelul international
cnvironment (o concentrate on
cconomic development and  they

understand they need a good rela- |

nonship with the United States,
Chengsaidimaltelephone interview
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PHCTO AFP

Combo picture shows Japan's five newly appointed female ministers. (Top
- from L) Foreign Minister Makiko Tanaka, and Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology Minister Atsuko Toyama; (bottom from L)
Environment Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi, Land, Infrastructure and
Transport Minister Chikage Ogi, and Justice Minister Mayumi Moriyama,
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It will be the fast visit by a
Pakistan leader since the current
Myanmar regimd ook power alter
crushing democracy protests in
1988, The last visit was by militany
ruler Zia-ul Haq in 1985,

AFP 1okyo

A record number of five women
were appointed to Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi's cabinet on
Thursday, as the new reformist
leader underlined his desire 1o break
with the past.

'he biggest surprise among the
I 7 ministers was the appointment of
Makiko Tanaka as the nation's first
ever female loreign minister,

I'he 57-year-old former science
and technology agency chiel's new
job is the most senior government
positionyet foraJapanese woman in
a country where females hold less
than 10 per cent of parliamentary
Sedls.

Tanaka is best known as the
daughter of late premier Kakuei
lanaka, Japan's most powerful post-
war politician.

Koizumi also appointed former
bureaucrat Atsuko Toyama, 62, as
his education, culture, sports sci-
ence and technology minister along
with former chiel cabinet secretary
Mayumi Moriyama, 73, to the justice
portiolio.

Little known in the political
circle, Toyama was a trail-blazer for

TIONAL

R 5 women ministers in
Japanese cabinet
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1| Number of mosques has
grown fast in US: Study

REUTERS, Washington

R

per cent ol regular mosque goers

Y,
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! Y4 he number of mosques and  cent were black Americans; and 25
"'J'li'-" ¢ / Islamic wor-lvppers has 2IOWT) per cent were Arabs, with the rest
et tremendously in the United States  coming from a variety of other
A : over the past six years, according o groups.
¥ astudyreleasedon Thursday. However, 78 per cent of partici-
5 Ly ',/ 'he report, "The Mosque in pantsonatypical Friday were men.
W - America: a Nauonal Portrait,” I'he study was part of a larger
aWhl o ' identified 1,209 mosques in the  survey of American congregations

United States last year, compared to
962 1na similar studyin 1994, repre-
senting a 25 per cenl increase,
Average al Juma

of all types being carried out by the
Hartford Institute of Religious
Rescarch. It consisted of lengthy
interviews with representatives
Irom416mosques.

It found that 30 per cent ol
mosques were established in the
1990s and a lurther 32 per cent were
started in the 1980s. Some 87 per
cent had been lounded since 1970,

Asked about their attitudes to
US society, 82 per cent strongly
agrced wath the statement that
Americd, "is a technologically
advanced society that we can learn
trom”, 77 per cent thought Muslims
should be involved in US institu-
2 per cent said they
should beinvolved in politics.

-

altendance
prayers was 292, representing a 94
percent jump over 1994,

I'he total Muslim population in
the United States is estimated at 6
milhion to 7 million,

“One of the most significant
[Iindings in this survey is that
mosques are quite ethnically
diverse,” said Ihsan Bagby of Shaw
University in Raleigh, North
Carolina, the report’s primany

——
PHOTO-AFP 1 researcher

Bagby said 93 per cent of all
drie’

than one ethnic group. In total, 33

Mmosques attended by more Lons: and

Fighting shatters peace'h(;pes
in Lanka: Death toll 311 |

AFP ¢olonix dl 180 dead and over 300 wounded

e oy IO > Hi rebel Lib
Heavy hghting benween Sri Lankan Ligers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) said
troops and Tamul Tiger rebels raged
for a third day vesterday, raising the
death 1oll to 311 and shattering

Saturday

WEeVET the raiion | hi leH s sdi1d then iﬂlrrrnf_ﬂlﬁl

and determined and
stalled 1he advance

lowards the stratevic town of Pall.

resistance
over their Voice of Higers radio that muhitary s
”'Il", I]-H* !'ll*-.| Oni

| hey claimed over

33 of their cadres

1Mf1;?"11ranturil xu}u-P||~|I|n bl control

|H||H'Hi:|i'd!|\ Iu'ﬂy('lJILH,I-HIt$4]a [FOOPS dead and more than 1.200 belence ministrn nluJLg sindn
said (roops wounded Sanath Karunaratne said the army's

Fighting intensilied as soldiers Lhe International Commitiee ol newly acquired multi-barrel rockel
backed by tanks, aircralt and navy  he Red Cross said il had received  launchers had caused exiensive

gunboats launched a major ollen

1 ||1EH;H|11f’lwi|h=J?-~u1!~I--I!:H*ft1 11|H1;h | qu HLICH Has
sive aimed at wre L :
I_ medal stinglerntory from th¢ bodies of some ol the dead 1L 1s clear from the hghnng that
higer controlin the Jallna peninsula ¢ i .
combatanis the higers had all their guns and
intheisland’'s north : :
Red Cross spokesman Harasha  evervihing else in place,

L he defence ministry said at least

CGunawardena could not give any narunaraine said. H we didn’'t 1aki
131 soldiers were Killed and 604 RS

numbers immediately, but sqad th 1ne mmiuauve, they would havi
wounded 1n lighting since , | ,

hodiwes would be translerrcd on launched FIMgolensive

Wednesday, and placed rebel Tosses

1
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I
women in Japan's male-dominated I
bureaucracy. _'

A graduate of the prestigious |
Tokyo University, she became the |
first woman to be accepted on the |
career fast track in the education |
ministry, eventually ending up as
director of the cultural affairs
agency

New justice manister Morivama
1S unlikely to be daunted by her
cabinet position having alreadyv |
served under then prime ministui
loshiki Kailu in 1989 as the coun-
ry s hirst lemale chiel cabinet secre
lary.

Koizumi retained environmental |
minister Yoriko Kawaguchi, 60, and
transportation minister Chikage
Ogi, 67 fromMori's cabinel

Ogi, a lormer musical revue |
actress, 1s an outspoken advocate of |
opening up lokyo's domestic |
Haneda Airport to international |
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Pak politicians in hiding
as raids go on

REUTERS, Karachi

Leading Pakistani politicians scur-
ned into hiding on Thursday as
military rulers arrested hundreds of
people in the second major clamp-
down within a month, according to
OpPpoOsiIon sources

Police and security lorces
launched raids through the night
andinto Thursday ina bid tostop the
LG-party Alliance for the Restoration
ol Democracy (ARD) from pushing
ahead with plans for a banned rally
setior May 1in Karachi, they said.

Fhe whole night there was an

operation  against (political activ-
ISES)L T sadd an official of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) of self-exiled
lormer premier Benazir Bhatto

A similar rally planned Tor the
central city of Fahore Tate in March
was blocked alter security [orces
detined thousand of political activ-
Isis

Burt many of Thursdav's raids

- proved Truitless as the anthorities

discovered their prime targets had
Jonggone,

"My bouse was raided, but I'm
still ont,” said +'i;u Sharlli, a member
ol the suspended National Assembly
and ol the Pakistan Muslim 1eague
(IPML) ol ousted and exiled premicr
Nuwaz Sharil. They are still looking
lormeso Emnotinmy usual places,”

Lhe number of arrests was
unclear as police officials contacted
by Reuters refused comment, and

Collicials of the Sindh provineial
- povernment could not immediately

bereached.

Politcal party workers said hun-
dreds ol their colleagues had been
detained, but therotal could run into
the thousands

(We) sirictly condemn  this
situation includimmg the arrests. It's a
conspiracy against the federation ol
Pakistan, a conspiracy against the
constitution...  and a conspiracy
agamst democracy,” the PPP official
said

He added that political leaders
would sull attend the rally, "Several
ol the leadership have gone under
ground because ol the curreni
arrests and harassment... Our senion
lcaders will be there in Karachi on
My 1," hesaid

Miuditary authorities carlier this

week warned political leaders not to |

travel to Karachi for the Mav 1 event,
saving they wouold be arrested i they
chidl.

Fhe ARD, which includes both the
PP and the PML intended the rally
as part ol a campaign demanding
that the military stand down and
immediatelyrestore democracy,

Fhe military regime of General
Pervez Musharraf, which dislodged
Sharil in a coup in October 1999, has
bannedall public rallies but vowed 1o
restore civilian rule around October
2002, within a three-vear deadline
sethy the supreme court,

The detained included formes
justice minister and PPP depuiy
secretary general Mian Raza Rabbiani
as well as Fauzia Wahab, who heads
the PPshumanrights olfice.
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BANGLADESH PETROLEUM EXPLORATION &

PRODUCTION CO. LTD (BAPEX)

(A COMPANY OF PETROBANGLA)
HBFC BUILDING (4TH FLOOR) 22, PURANA PALTAN, DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH
PHONE: 9568951, FAX: 880-2-9561473, TELEX: N 671413 BAPEX Bl

INTERNATIONAL FOR BIDS
* FOR ,
PROCUREMENT OF PIPE AND PIPE LINE MATERIALS

Date of issuance of Tender 25-4-2001

Sealed Bids are invited from the bonafide manufacturers or their authorised agent for supply of
following Pipe and Pipe Line Materials as listed below under Cash Foreign Exchange.

St International Tender Brief Description of Cost of Tender Bid Closing Date
NO No. Material Documents
I BAPEX/MCD/INT/ LINE PIPE API 5LX52 ERW | TK.5500.00 OR USS [ 24-5-2001 at 11.00
TEN-204/2001 100.00 Hours (BST)
2. BAPEX/MCD/INT/ * | POLYETHYLENE TAPE & | TK.3300.00 OR USS | 24-5-2001 at 11.00
TEN-205/2001 PRIMER 55.00 Hours (BST)

1. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from General Manager ( MCD) at the
dbove address. ¢4 _ ‘

2. Tender documents may be purchased by any interested eligible bidder or through their
authorised representative upon payment of the cost of documents from Accounts Division of
this Company at Ibrahim Mansion (3rd floor), 11, Purana Paltan, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh from
9.00 Hrs. to 13.00 Hrs. on all working days with effect from 25-4-2001. No documents will be
sold on the bid closing date. 1

3. All bids accompanied by a bid security for 2.5% of total amount in the form of Bank Guarantee,
Bank Draft or Pay Order from any scheduled bank located in Bangladesh or from any reputable
foreign bank duly issued by a scheduled bank in Bangladesh must be delivered to the above
address on or before 11:00 Hrs. of the closing date. The bids will be opened on the same day at
11:15 Hrs. in presence of bidders, if any. Should this day happens to fall on any holiday bids
shall be opened at the same hours on the first subsequent working day. .3

4. The Company reserves the right to accept any bid or reject all the bids without assigning any

reason whatsoever.

General Manager
Material Control Division

DFP: 10927-24/4
G-777




