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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

cil member. No one ever questions
about the amount of money the MP
makes. In this view no MP is legiti-
mate. Has any MP ever been ques-
tioned about illegal money used for

~election. What could be expected

from persons who start by breaking
thelaw?

In the UK, Westminster is not
thinking about other systems of
election with better public repre-
sentation. Germany has a mixed
system, 50 percent of the members
are elected on the basis of constitu-

I
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ton. and the other halt on a national
basis. So, a broader view can be
taken, and in such a way that the
concerned people are not beheld by
illegal activities. lraly has done it,
Japanisdoing it, and even UK will be
dning It hime has come now 1o look
atl thar aspect. In third world coun-
tries, we have developed a perverted
interpretation ol democracy.
Democracy begins and ends with
the election day. Alter winning the
clection, we are not bound by any
faw, we do whatever we want 1o do
AS we are elected, we are not
accountable. This process is gaining
lorce.

Good governance is the applica-
non ol faw. meaning that all laws
apply cqually for evervone whether
you are a Minster or a civilian.
Frankly, 1 find regarding the anii-
corruption laws, that non-
application of laws is better than
selective application of laws. You
largetl someone, for him the law
applies, but not for me. Here |
believe that the trickle down theory
of economics may have failed. In
good governance, trickle down
theory is the appropriate theory.
Talking about accountability, a few
days ago Jack Straw, British Home
Secretary, had been hauled up for
speeding. An editorial in the news-
paper in the UK related to this inci-
dent, pointed to the fact that the
minister should have known the
speed limir. A few days ago, a news-
paper carried a news that an influ-
ential minister holding two impor-
tant portfolios was seen coming out
of the cantonment area in a num-
ber-plate less car going down a
wrong lane. The police was on the
road, but stood still. If the police
cannot stop the minister, then what
moral authority has he to stop oth-
ers?We need a code of conduct here.
In Europe all ministers are required
10 put on record their assets, liabili-
ties , business interests, shares
before elections.. Any change later
on must be recorded. Failure 1o do
this means losing his job.
Mandelson, a labour ministerin the
UK lost his job twice, He borrowed
some money to buy a house. It was
not a bribe, and was not reported.
He consequently had (o resign. Next
time he lost his job for enquiring
aboul a passport. This is democracy.
This is in compliance with laws. In
anti corruption, there are thousand
of cases, but how are they priori-
nsed?

If an MP or a minister do not set

the examples, il they take perverse
pleasure crippling authority, saying
that 'l am above law', it demon-
strates how law is applied. and that
SOmeone can get away with break-
ingir.
Dr. Kamal Hossain: Those who are
In a position must see¢ that, anti-
corruption and police receive the
backing. Bul, in the city what is the
costlor elections. Itis far above three
lakh. During the last elections, |
asked how much had been spent
only on wall writings?

There are some electoral relorms
that need to be brought by the law or
the carclaker government. Law can
be made by ordinance. Why can'y
any sieps be taken against MPs
running around with guns after
cdretaker takes power? There are
published photographs. The care-
taker government can do this and
for thar a will is required. A caretaker
Bovernment comes not (o decorate
offices. They come because. and
povernments previously had been
seen 1o misbehave during polls. The
Carctaker government must see thal
money and muscle are immobilised.
Wehave the means to do this. On the
basis of constitutional mandate the

Flection Commissioner can take
steps like, control of money and
muscle. Here we can take the exam-
ple of the Election Commissioner of

To turn things around this is the
tme. If the government and the
opposition do not want to ensure a
free and fair election, then the care-
taker government should ensure
this. There is a national consensus
that we don't want to be ruled by
money, guns and power. There are
gaps, but they can be filled, the
provisions are in the constitution.
Chiel Election Commissioner and
caretaker government cannot take
the pretext, that there are gaps in the
legal system, they should see that
theseare corrected.

M Hafizuddin, lormer Chiel Auditor
and Accountant General: For good
governance there should be
accountability, primacy of law,
transparency of the administration.
Some ol the speakers have pointed
out martial law as the root cause ol
this state. The question is, whether
with the establishment ol democ-
racy things have improved, or
whether there is a tendency for
improvement? The answer is no. By
making martial law scapegoat we
are not going anvwhere. The num-
ber ol cases in the bureau ol anti-
carruptionisabout 14,000,

Mahfuz Anam: How many oflicers
and men do vou have working lor
your orgamsation?

Md. Badiuzzaman: We have aboul
1200 people working. Ol this 112 are
grade 1 ollicers. There are two legal
olhicers

M Hafizuddin: There are 80 high
prolile cases. One suggestion is that
the bureau should be busy with big
cases. Insome cases sancnons to lle
case was given alter 14 vears. These
sanctions were given by the PNs
olhce

Mahfuz Anam: As g lormer auditor
general can vou give any idea on the
Lhimancial accountability ol the
governmeni?

M Halizuddin: here was no linan-
cial accountabilitv. If a ministry
exceeds the expenditure, it needs an
approval from the parbiament.- Bul
this has never been done

Mahfuz Anam: You mean to sav thal
the government is lunctioning
without knowing the consttutional
provisions?

M Hafizuddin: Exactly. exactly:

Prof. Rehman Sobhan: Does the
budgel retrospectively clears this in
the supplementary budget, are the
additional expenditures legalised
then?

M Hafizuddin: No, when the appro-
priate accounts are prepared, we
have seen that the devised systems
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have also been exceeded.

Prof. Rehman Sobhan: The part of
the problem arises from the fact
that, actually most ministries don't
overspend their budget but they
under-spend it because of the gen-
eral iIncompetence in the manage-
ment of their affairs. Some minis-
tnes especially the LGED, which is
super eflicient, overspend. The
thing 1s that some who are over-
spending, and those which are
under-spending are doing so in the
face of constrained budgets. The rea)
problem in governance is non-
performance

We must find ways for the re-

appropriation of resources
M Hafizuddin: The law has given the
speaker unlimited powers. The
provision is that, the speaker will get
the budget prepared, and send i to
the Finance Minister for inclusion in
the hudget ol the country,
Mahfuz Anam: How is the budgel
spent? Is it being spent efficientive Is
there any other olfice that investi
gates the accountability «f this
expenditure!?

As por our rules, the secretaries
are made principal accounting
ollicers. They are responsible for
ensuring that the resources are tully
ulihised.

Mahfuz Anam: 1o whom are the
secretanes accountable 1o?

M Hahzuddin: They are account-
able 1o the parliament and (o the
parliamentary accounts commitiee.
Prol. Rehman Sobhan: In an inde-
pendeni review on public expendi-
lure, we found that at the ministry
level, no one really knows what is
going on at the project level. The
entire mechanism of accountability
as between the executing agency,
and the oversight ministry has put
all practical purposes broken down,
If | were 1o ask the secretary of the
mndstey at any moment ol time, can
vou (@) give me a hst of all the pro-
jects that are being implemented.

and (b) what is the outcome of this?
He would not be able to give me an
answer to that. Why has the
accountability completely broken
downat the secretary level?

M Hafizuddin:EThis is a rather
difficult question to answer, The
donor agencies have complained
that the government interferes with
the work, and this creates a bottle-
neckinimplementing the projects.

In the development ol a project
for even an expenditure ol Tk 10,
secretaries are linked. In this ever
existing process, when the project
linishes, an audit is carried on alter,
let's say, four vears 1o ivestigate the
possible incidents of malfunction-
ing in the project. Bul, during the
project is there any ongoing mecha-
nism of the government? [ he mech-
anismdoesnotexist atall.

Mahfuz Anam: | would like 10 add
another question. Is there any hinan-
cial ollicer in any ministry or an
accountsolhicer?

M Hafizuddin: The only ongoing
mechanism is the monthly develop-
ment coordination meeting. The
secretary issupposed o preside ovel
the meeting where all the project
directors will come with their activ-
iy reports, hnancial and physical
Progress. Some secretanes
sincerely and some do it is as 4
routine affair. Except this, there isno
other mechanism, Answerig 1o
Mahfuz Anam’s question, the sys.
tem ol internal control is non exis-
tent in ministries. Through my
annual report, | have taken the
matter to public accounts commil
tee, who have directed the povVernm-
ment that, each ministry should
have thenr internal control.
Audit is external control, 1t 18 nol
intermal.

Prol. Rehman Sobhan: When vou
were a secretary, did this problem
exist Kazi?

Kazi Fazlur Rahman: It was (he
problem all along. The character ol
the government changed in a sense
over the last 30 vears. The govern-
ment used to be a body ol law and
arder, tor that purpose the structure
that existed was adequate. Bul
regarding development projects
donors have their own agendas,
mechanism and their own system.
So what happened was that, no one
tned to make it a coherent system. It
now depends on the individual
initiative of secretaries and minis-
ters. Even the old system had some
accountability. Even if a letter was
sent (o @ ministry it used to be
acknowledged. Moreover, most
accountability is lost not by giving
wrong decisions, but by sitting on
the lile for days and months. Thisisa
complete negation of the rules. |
came (o the conclusion that the first
things to enforce in letter and spirit
are the existing laws. Then you start
changing them. As chairman of the
public administration commission,
I sent recommendations and sug-
gested that the existing laws be
implemented. It has been three
years since [ sent my recommenda-
[ons.

Md. Badiuzzaman: Al least in the
PM'’s office, the matter of acknowl-
edging leters is followed in toto.
Before becoming DG, I was DG in
the PM's olffice. The PM issued
directions that all letters, even if it
came from a beggar had to be
acknowledged.

Finally on good governance |
have 1o say that, the institutions ol
governance are not in proper shape
and form. To ensure good gover-
nance we need determined political
will and political lcadership.

Sved Humavyun Kabir, Trusiee.
ransparency International Bangla-
desh: We have been discussing mis-
povernance in Bangladesh. There
must be some basis for this. We have
assumed mis-governance and when
we do this, we have to compare i
with somebody or something. We
see that countries wi' similar
background are being governcd
berter. Be it India, Pakistan ,Kenva,
Nigeria. If we look at the results of
the Tast 30 years despite the mis-
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Syed Humayun Kabir

povernance we have achieved self-
sullicieney in cereals, population
growth has been reduced, literacy
rate has gone up, mortality and
morbidity hasgonedown,

We have 1.5 million girls working
In the factories, They go home at
night unescorted. ‘This reflects ort
the law and order situation, We
talked on expenditare in election,
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This is something with which USA
had been struggling with for 200
years. The matter of gun laws,
tobacco lobbies in USA- so, we sce
that problemsare being dealt with in
bigger democracies too. Let us look
at our neighbours. They have
Mayavatis, Rabri Devis, Jayalalitas
and Bal Thakareys, But, the freedom
ol the press that we have is not to be
sneezed upon. Forwriting the things
that we write could have ended
journalists in jails in many other
countries. We must appreciate our
achievements, and then say what we
should do. We must not flagellate
ourselves as much as we do. We must
have coalition. We must try (1o solve
the problems in small groups lol
each sector rather than trying 1o
solve all the problems in seminars,

Professor Muzzafer Ahmad, emi-
nent economist: Prol. Rehman
Sabhan has said that, governance
issue has become the scapegoat lor
the failure of the donor agencies. |
agree with the observations made by
Humayun Kabir. Prol. Rehman
Sobhan has been trving lor the last
three years to bring the parties 1o @
Kind ol consensus. This agreement is
there, but this agreement is not
followed up by the parties, secretar-

Md. Badiuzzaman

ies who come (o the seminars. In this
regard, the matter ol the tratlic ol the
aty can be brought lorward. The
government's lunction is (o see thal
the tralfic low is smooth, The traffic
light do not monitor road discipline.,
No one tries (o enforce the laws ol
traflic, be it rickshaw pullers or car
owners. The present PM tried not to
meddle wath the traffic rules, but in
six months, she lound it to be too
difficult and had to take the wrong
lane. Now, the laws are being vio-
lated not only by the PM but also by
secretaries and ministers. This is
what the government's position is
within the country. Government
also plays allocative and distributive
tunctions. These two relate to
resources, ime and prioritisation.

There is nolaw to set the priority
[t 1s basically the influence lobby,
and the pressure that determines,
how the allocation and distribution
would be carried out. | want to see
governance as a participatory mobi-
lisation for the good of the country,
Unfortunately, this participatory
mobilisation is determined by guns,
goons and someumes, girls. It has
been mentioned that civil vigilance
IS one of the pre-requisites of good
governance. [hisvigilance isabsent.
We have seen NGOs working as
surrogates lor civil society. But, in
many critical cases the NGOs have
notdone their work. I personally feel
that the NGOs are not the civil soci
1y,

I'he only playground in a locality
in Mirpur has been allocated for a
housing project which includes 31
plots tor retired govi. officials. But,
there are 13 kindergarten schools in
the area, and only one playground.
In this regard, the people do not
know where to lodge their protest
Yesterday | went to that area (o
protest this decision of occupation
by the housing settlement depart-
ment. None ol the NGOs have pro-
tested. We expressed our sympathy
lo the residents,

Fhis is the governance
which requires decongestion in
decision making from the secretary
level (o the local people. Unfortu-
nately, our decision making is very
centralised . Since there is a conges-
tHon in decision-making in our
governance, this leads to mis-
governance also. The iendency is 1o
po o the 1op level, But aceess 1o
them s restricted. Therelore, the
intormation hiltered to them are also
blocked. They cannot take a holistic
dppropriate view, So, good gover-
nance requires that there should be
decentralisation of decision making
power. Anothey requirement of good
governance is that, it must create
credibility, it must create conli-
dence, it must inspire people.
Unlortunately, these are the things
that we have lost. Many promises
have been made. We have seen that
there are many hsts in the election
manitesto and agenda. But, we have
observed that in time actions were
not taken, One of the example ol
that, is the local government ordi
nance. In the village level one of the
laws has been passed and contested,
and itswith the court, And it has not
been decided in the last live years.
IThis was on the lirst legislation on

ISsLY

the local level governance, In
Upazila, we find that election could
not be held, and now the govern-
ment has taken over the function of
the election commission. The zila
one was recently legislated, and the
government 1S cager (o appoint
pgovgrnment olfficials rather than
huifxng elections. When these sort
of thipgs bhappen, then people's
comMdegce and partcipation
op@prtunities get restricted. And
thereby good governance possibili-
ties through participation through
civil mobilisation get restricied. We
have seen areas where the govern-
ment has been quite successiul, For
instance, population growth has
gone down, maternal mortality rate
IS going down, infant mortality rate
Is also going down., The gender
parity in primary school has been
achieved, But, the question is, whal
IS the qualitative aspect of this.
UNICEF tells us that, 80 per cent
children are malnourished. So, if we
have reduced inlant mortality, bul
sill have B0 per cent malnourished
children then does it reflect on good
governance? We must decide on the
indicators of good governance (for
example road accidents, homicides
and number of prisoners. number ol
cases disposed oll, number ol cor-
ruption cases settled). Let the media
make areporton this, and after three
months, ler us see il we have made
ANY Progress or not

Just speaking aboul governance
N round tables will not ger us veny
lar,
Ismet Zerin Khan, Chiel ol External
Allaurs, World Bank: 1 hked the end-
g ol Prol, Muzaller Ahmad where
he said that, indicators should bhe
laid down Lo measure oul PTORKICSS I
endorse all the points as representa-
tveol theWorld Bank
Mahluz Anam: | would like 1o ask all
Ol vour 1o make the wrap up
menis
Profl. Rehman Sobhan: I ollowing up
on Muzaller and Humayun, we need
(0 Keep this in perspective and
recognise that we have been talking
abourMany of these problems lor
that last 40 vears. The first conspicu-

LM

ous non-registranon ol FiIR lor a
crime committed dates back 1o the
assault on Prol. Abu Mahmud dur-
ing the reign of governor Monem
Khan. What vou have seen here
today is the end product of cumula-
tive degeneration of governance. |
have referred to the people periodi,
cally the first boek that I wrote titled
‘The problems of governance in
Bangladesh’ which | completed
writing in 1992, The concluding
chapter deals with the state of gov-
ernment in the Ershad regime and
the beginning of the BNP regime. I
that chapter could be circulated to
vouwith a few dates excluded, then,
we could be talking about the situa-
tion today. The fact of the marter is
that, I wrote this 10 years ago and if |
go back to my writings back another
ten vears, or 20 years we would be
recognising the same problems. We
want to end with a positive note. We
have all connived in the mis-
governance ol our country for quite
a long nme. At the end of the day,
every country gets the governance it
deserves. Compared (o Pakistan we
are better governed and to African
countnes that are not governed at all
we rank quite highly in terms of the
quality of governance. But, we are

Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury

not satished obviously by the ideal
standards. The relevant institutional
intervention i the more advanced
countnes who are better governed
comes lromamuch more pro-active
civil society, Now this tendency fo
us to contuse NGOs with civil society
15 i part of the problem. Now, civil
society means that the people ol the
locality who are bothered by pollu-
tion, trallic accidents, mastangiri,
seizure and use of a plavground. We
must come together and become
acthive. Over all, there are macro
praoblems and we are bothered
about them, We are discussing these
1Ssues and that implies that we are
hothered. But, we don’t go beyond
that. The whole business ol semi-
nars and dialogues are usetul for
rsing consciousness as also the
activism ol the press. At the end,
povernance Is a pro-active role thai
has 1o be played by citizens, The
problems with our citizens is that,
those who are the prime movers ol
thesystemdon't have the time. They
RIVe Civic activity reasonably low

priority, in terms ol their allocation
of their time. Other people are not
willing to be spontancously active,
In New, York, there are 200 lobby
organisations on behall of some sort
of civic activism. They are full time
organisations. They have all modern
official facilities. One million moth-
ers marched in Washington for gun
control. 1 don’t find in Bangladesh
any one million mobilisation ol civil
society on any particular issue. Now,
the fact is this has to be taken on as a
full time activity. Let particular
coalitions emerge for each of these

Kazi Fazlur Rahman

lhey may be nalional
coalinons or city-wise
they may be local coalitions, they
may be specilicissue coalitions. Bul
within that delined
vou need 10 pel I'al":|'|!' who ar
willing to take it to its logical conclu
sion. When thi
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whole
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women directlv elected 1o
parliament came up, | wrote somi
thing and | also participated in a
number of meetings, and | told them
that if vou are serious about this, 1
would not do

ISt by holding a lew

scminars, vou need to have a full
scale national mobihisation with a
secrelanat and an organised group
ol people devotling 24 hours of thi
dav Lo see this 1ssuf Inrouen 1o a
hr;htll conclusion unitil we ari

willing to do that, on any one issue
and you are willing 1o take one issue
to'its final conclusion because there
hasbeen instititutionlised mobilisa-
tfion around it, I don’t think a greal
deal is going to happen. The main
difference between an active polit

cian and a civil society is that, the
politician 1s applying tull time to his
activities. For us It is a part tume
acuvity. So at the end of the day
whoever IS willing 1o give their time
and energy behind doing something
will eventually get the order of the
day. Even the'more serious mastans,
are also part ol the civil society and
part of the authority which they
exercise in their para. They are in
many cases at the disposal of the

‘para to pertform this or that service
At the end ol the day, a particular
problem takes place, in a particular
part of Bangladesh or in old Dhaka,
vou will end up going to the local
mastan (o get an eltective help. S0,
you have to recognise the diflference

between the part time well-
intentioned amateur and the full
time activist who actually mobilises
people. The final thing i1s that we
must stop indulging in this sort ol
holding dialogues and seminars

[here might be questions that why
the government is doing this and
that, but the lact is that we have
done nothing about 1t and we had

neither time and energy (o take
them (o task and make them
accountable

Mahfuz Anam: We have some
responsibilities as citizens. But |
think that the biggest civic initiative
we have taken i1s the long

seven/eight vears struegle 1o estab-
[ N

lish democracy. Once we have
restored democracy and have
clected a government we have

certain expectations from them. |
take Tull responsibility, that we ar
not a pro-active civic society, bul
people get elected and alter going to
parliament they have certain obliga
lions by law 1o perform. It is nol
unfair 1o expect rom our governs
ment that they would perform
certaim civic duties. The problemlies
in the fact that, government is nol
responding 1o civie adversities hike
pollution, The government
moral andiegalobhgation

Prol. Rehhman Sobhan: The point |
dm rving 1o make is that, we would
like the government to respond, but
at the end ol the day the government
should be exposed to a sense ol
sancuon lrom sociely, whether i
means that you have 1o vote out the
Incumbent mavor. or not. I we do
penerate enough pubhic mobilisa
LHon behind any issue, and keep it
under the public eve combining i
with the machinery ol the state
through a scries of dialogues and
seminars. maybe vou will get «
response. | do not believe in the
iInherent nodon of virtual responsi-
bility of the government, At the end
ol the day, the government will do
whatever they think they can get
away with and which is politically
convenient for theny. I you make it
politically mconvenient for them,
and make them count the politcal
cost of not doing something, then

\

has A

— & B " & il g B
TR g A Wi L O P R IR, N s | L

#

."...-'.‘." L
o2 o fag

DHAKA FRIDAY APRIL 27, 2001

that seems 10 be the most sensible
way of getting a response,

Syed Yussuf Hossain: We have taken
steps 1o improve the overall audit
scenario,We have introduced manu-
als, we have introduced procedures,
we have introduced scores and we
have started giving in service train-
ing both to our departmental offi-
cers and external government offi-
cials. We have introduced perfor-
mance audit for public seclor
organisations for the first time. The
ministries are overviewing agencies.
We have selected three basic sectors
, these are energy sector, health and
cducation sector. We think that, this
will lead 1o some results. We have
also set a human resource develop-
ment cell which will try to rational -
Ise our human resources develop-
ment plan within the organisations,
We are getting adequalte response
Irom our development pariners. For
the lirst time, we carried oul a survey
on internal control practices. Mosl
ol the public sector organisations
are not aware ol the internal control
procedures. This report on internal
Prdacin ¢S will b given 1o he govem
ment, hnance and the
media

Iminislieln

We want 1o set up a unit that will

monuor whether the new Proce
L1

dures are lollowed or not. These ar

Lhe h.lhi lakien

Tmnh rmisation of audn -l:l'-] Nneswel

steps | | hrough

II]I1|'*.I-L1I'-|I-*;:‘-. IN recent vedars

have improved the quality of audit. |
selecied
depending on budget
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Md. Badiuzzaman: Burea [ anti

corruplion
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INg out character assassimnanons
[here are news against important
g0 loinveshtgate, based
find nothing to

corroborate the infi rmaton that we

F*: [SONS, We

on the news bul

have received ][l.ki'.-'l'“'f the media
I‘L I'}"l'. Nnot 10 assassinate characlers

ol important persons. 1o get a result
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Ismet Zerin Khan

there musrt he a political commit-

ment. For instance, il today s parny
INn power goes into the opposition
they should stick 1o
made earhier while 1in the govern-
ment. Both the party in power and

the opposition party should come to

HH l.j"s.'."*] n

d CONSensus
Shamsul Haq: | thank The Daily Stas
[or making the people aw
have

are ol the
problems ol society. | been

9 '--IJ
imntensively and extensively lor the

dealing with governance
last three years. 1 is the quesuon for
the balance ol power among the
three organs ol the state. 1he execu-
tive, the judiciary and the legisla-
ture. When | talk of the lack ol good

governance, | talk about an imbal-

ance among these three sections
I he balance 1S shown perfecthy
when the tormer President ol UISA
Bill Clhimimon was on trial fol
impeachment by senate and  the
supreme court. The more mature a

society, more the balance ol powe
Lhen, there is primacy ol law Law
should be apphicable o all, In Tonga,
West Samoa T found that
apphied equally 1o people in powet
and the cvilians. These are the
things that we must try 1o achieve
Lhis wall not come overnight. \We
U:-”l‘u'li'h.t'

laws

have 10 iy, this 18 a
responsibility. Comimg 1o the maltied
ol accountability and transparency,
vou were relerring 1o the public
admimistrattion relorm commission
Fhis is a sector where we have tried
to shine with vou, So lar, no reporl
wis handed over 1o the press betore
the government considered it Ar all
stages, we got support from  the
press. The media wanted us tocome
out with a report which is generally
acceptable to the people. Hereis an
example ol transparency. We gave
you copies ol the report, and we see
that here is a kind ol a consensus. 1t
was based on discussions across the
table with people from all walks ol
lile, In order o ensure transparency,

' Roundtable on Good Governance: Need for Primacy
rof Law, Accountability and Transparency

the commission submits the follow-
ing recommendation-the constitu-
tion of the people's republic of
Bangladesh should be available 1o
the people by deleting the word “for
ofhicial use only’. It has been agreed
in the cabinet, that except for very
sensitive defense related marters all
should be made available.

We have made a recommenda-
tion for the amendment of the
official secret acts, We have given a
dralt for the proposed freedom of
information act. Expecting some-
thing from someone at a point of
lime should not be the right
approach, The right approach
should be , where did it generaie?
How did it pass through so many
decades and vears? | 1alked 1o politi-
cians and they said 'we need tme',
hings cannot be achieved over-
night. In some particular issues, the
politicians appreciated suggestions,
but they did nol come forward, Even
when we are convinced, we do nol
have the courage of our convictions.
I'am not blaming anybody, this is a

ollecuve fallure ol ours

We have made several suggestion
lor the simplification of laws so,
people can undersiand and prac-
o have
suggested performance standard
We have
not only lor the minis-
N our
there are b

HCe accountability we

and citizen charier

sug
U sied Lhes
ines but also lor individuals
neighbouring country

cilizen charters. The iimalthingthat |

it to savis that, it is no use blam-
ing HNers WCe hdve 1o prachic
criam Inimgs idividually and
1ally. The mes political will
ind mitment. Lel me san
iNoll | ¢ lrankly, that. it 1s nol
neht lor a government 10 1ake any
\d y Ul L. [ Vil dl
Nd \ I 1)) In the hirsi
1T 1dHDNS
ire il ind Xl § nment
L | | 1
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Humavun Kabir; | lking aboul
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141 S exit, therelore vaice must
D Tdised Nnd raisced iniinu L_‘-\l'.
This 1s the citizen's responsibility,
Dul they are not doimng this. The thurd

problem |Is [ ublic tolerance 1s 104

hieoh 1

e We should lower 1his 1ol dNCH
level. Tl pPeopic should DI lest al
the firsi ‘pporiunity pelav means
hat, tolerance level goes higher. We
must educale urseives and the
public on the rnghts ol citizens or the
1iZen s Cl . 1Dis L!"l"._}k'T‘J..l:-i.T‘
access 1o inlormatuon. For instanc
enavenol | dt "'lr'l' ne bills
three months. There is no pr
est. Iis 1s a lation of the con-
tract signed by the telephone
authonty. Newspapers carry the
iews 1lems. This means that at one
L1172 | have (0 pdy 4 substantal
amount, This creates a pressure We
must have clear idea on public
WTong 4as Cilzens In law, 1t 1S

‘-\I'Ir-. !Lk_j flll' g5 |1T cent m'\f'lfgl“j

bey the law and the rest 5 per cent
would be taken care of bv the law
enlorcing agencies for breaking

them. But, in Bangladesh the situa-

nis opposite. How can we handle
this, we must reduce discretion. We
mus! publicise what 1s in the law
and whal arc

NS

the rights of the cili-

| here should be clear rules

nd nodiscrelion

lt'k

s roundiable at

Anam:
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Mahluz reason we
decided (0
this stage is that. our elections will
be dehnitely held by October il not
belore. It s time that these 1ssues
should be voiced by the civic socien
\We should not compare ourselves
with other countries like Rwanda or
anvother Alrican countnies. I should
compare mysell with the past. When
that, | am worse ol now than |
was belore, that is what | am com-
paring mysell with. Now af course
have achieved a remarkable
thing in population control, infant
mortality and educahon rate. We are
very proud of i, but where am | in
terms of protection from law? Why
am | hving in a polluted environ-
ment? Why has nothing been done
about Keepimg my nvers c¢lean?
[hese are non-partisan and non-
political issues and vel, we sée no
movement. The issue of my nol
geiting the protecuon ol aw Worrics
me. Again, crime 1S not an issue ol
statisties. Obviously, for a hundred
and twenty million people. o vou
divide how many people die we are
perhaps not i the hagh crime rate,
but this used 10 be much lower
belore, proportonately speaking ol
course. | think, there is definitely g
detenoration ol governance. We
must rase ourvoice against it There
are very guod signs, we have seen the
mitiatives ol the Comptroller and
Auditor General's oftice. | think the
work ol the public relorms commis-
sion have been remarkable. | have
read the report made by Shamsul
Hag. The reportis quite remarkable,
He has made some bold suggestions
here, especially the freedom of
mformation act. Even if it s
accepredina diluted form we will be
lar berter off than weare now: Fthank
vou all Tor being with us. It is not a
one shot alltair. we must keep the
agendagoimgin the public domain,
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