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The maverick wins

UNICHIRO Koizamii, a politician reganded by
party elders as a dangerous maverick, has
been elected leader of Japan's ruling Liberal
Democratic Party andis set to become prime
munister. He could be a breath of fresh air for
Japanil his reformist zead can survive the next few

weeks

THE chrerry blossoms are out in Tokvo and a
new prime mimisteris lifting spirits, But willit lasi?
e map-haired lunichira Koizumi, a 59-year-old
woreed father with a taste for rock music, may
seem more in iune with modern Japan and its
miyriad problems than his dowdy and mosidvaged
predecessors. But standard  bearers of reform
have emerged betore, only 10 be cowed by the
grind of Japan's taction-ridden pariv-polities. If
Mr Kozunit is to prove the exception, he will have
tamake hismark m the nexi few weeks,

N haizao s hirstmajor hurdle is o secure the
1ap iHh IIH'FTHUI}. alth iti_i._:l‘] that now locks 1o b g
certamiy. On April 24th, the 1iberal Democratic

imtothe job,

New Komaeito Party

Discord rules

The wagons are circling but not around Mahathir. Is this the last stand?

“PL\_\\ CRISP

HE orchestra srikes up lon

another nrn around the

danece floor. By now, minsl

Madaysans know the tune. §
starts wih fsing ethimic_tensions.
thenthe economy kicks in slogeish,
with future prospects dim,. Discord
within the domi
the Unuied Malayvs Organj-
gion, spills out (Fos) behimedolbs-d
doors. Opposijicnisis are restless.
Minor pariies in the governing
coaliion start 1o squirme. In under-
fones, the pobipical stocical of Poange
Mwister Vodeohir Mobomad s
auestioned. And with - « ¢ mhing .

police cymbais cued by the Internal’

Securnity Act, itall ends in jail.,

In the nearly 20 vears under
helmsman Mahathir, Malaysia has
followed rthis score several times,
and Dr. M was always smiling at the
end. It has been played out again
recently,. but this nime there are
none-too-subtle shifts in cadence.
Lnce guick to 1all in line behind the
prine minister's line, the loyal
backing choir is no longer easily
assuaged. The Malay electoraie,
trades vnions, businessmen and
even members of UMNO are openly
standing apart from Mahathir.

In recent weeks the Malaysian
Irade Union Congress. the country's
biggest labor group, called for an
unheard-af nationwide picket over
various complaints  not least the
decline of ns state-controfled pen-
siem fund. Unionists accused the
government of using the fund fo
help out a polincally connected
ftycoon. "Enough is enough,” savs
congress scoretary-general G.

o Rajasckaran. "The time has come for

’#::m 2O oul
ard.” In turm. business pressure is

and make oursclves

FsIng Lor a revision of the ringgit
peg. Yoreign direct investment
slowed 1o a irickle last vear. Las
WEEE most gross domestic product
lorecasts plunged from 7% (o

frols hanve sent all the wrong Sig.
nals, " savs William Kan e, head of the
Pacithe Group i Hong Kong, " Few
prople are now interested in invest-
g i Malaysia because they have a
habi of changing the rules all the
time. Orther grumblings are more
lamusdiar. Formerly loval vorers began
deserting Mahathir's Barisan
s '\I%Hﬂ. led by UMNO,
“Bme minicier  fred his
sufiessor and deputy.
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the government since has gone from
bad te werse, culminating in
Decemberwith the lossof aformerly
setle state seat on NMahathir' s home
ground. Fhas cul deep inte the
UMNO psyche, unleashing the
previously obedient Lo startpublicly
criticising the prime minister. "]
don’t think there is a problem with
UMNO,"” says Shahrir Samad, a
former cabinet minister and current
member of UMNO's Supreme
Council. "The problem is with the
leadership.” Once, Mahathir knew
exacilywhere he wanted Malaysia to
go. He had a vision one that most
Malaysians largely shared. It
encompassed an economy thai
wasn't a joke. It asserted a strong
Malay sector in a racially fixed
society. li shook off colonial bagpage
and stood proudly on its own feet.
Now 75, Mahathir has accomplished
much of that  often through the
sheer force ol his will. But the pavolf
1S that newly confident Malaysians
leel bold enough 10 challenge him.
For them, his vision is no longer
relevant. Says James Wong Wing On,
a former opposition parliamentar-
1an and now a political columnist for
the Chinese-language daily newspa-
per Sin Chere Jit Poli: “For the lirst
time for more than 20 vears the
outcome of the next electians is very
unpredictable.” At the moment, a
poll two years down the track is the
least of Mahathir's worries. In keep-
ing with his habit of finng at all
targets when under siege preferably

Party (LDP). which has run Japan for all but a few

months of the past 45 yvears, elected him as their

: leader. With 298 votes, Mr Koizumi, who has held
both the post and telecoms and health ministerial
portiolios, easily deleated his main challenger,
Ryutaro Hashimoto, a former prime minister,
who gained 155 votes. Mr Koizumi is expected to
be approved as prime minister by parliament on
Thursday. In the past, the job has automatically
gonetothe LDP'sleader.

Mr Koizumi replaces Yoshiro Mon, whose
year-long tenure of the post has been marked by
galles and blunders, by corruption scandals and

* by signs that the economy, far from being on the
point of recovery, may be shipping back into reces-
sion. With elections tor the upper house of parlia-
ment coming in July the job of leading the LDP
had looked like a short-term and dangerous
assignment. But with the desire for change so
strong in Japan, Mr Koizumi was able 1o ride a
groundswell of popular support to propel himself

While Mr Hashimoto leads the largest and
best-organised faction within the LDP M
Koizami chose (o fight on policy rather than
factional lovaliv. As a symbalic.geswure, he quit his
position as chairman of the LDP faction ol which
Mr Mon had been a member. He was helped too
by the fact that the LD has finally changed the
pi‘m‘rﬂs of selecting its leaders. diluting its nme-
honoured tradition ol back-room dealingswhich
1s how the hapless Mr Mon was chosen. This
altowed local chapeers of the party. with ordinary
members rather than protessional politcians, 1o
participate in a primary contest, which M
Kotzumi also won handsomely.

Mr Koizumi now has to hope that his grass-
roots support will help-him (o get his way. He
represents a smakl group ol relonmers within the
L DP and could easily be outgunned. Nor are the
LDP's coalition partners, the Buddhist-backed.
and
Conservative Party. natural allies of Mr Kowzumi,
Nevertheless, the party urgenty needs toimpress

the voters before the July electinons, which is a
force that Mr Koizumi may be able to use 1o his
advantage.

Later this week there will be the lirst indica-
tons of just how relformist Mr Koizumi really wall
be. He wall shordly make appointments to senior
posts within the LDP and, when elected prime
minister, announce his cabinet. In the past, cabi-
net posts have mostly been jobs-or-the-boys,

shared out according to factonal and coalition

back him.
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he allowed the police 10 arrest seven
oppositionists on the eve of an April
14 public rally in Kuala Lumpur. The
rallv, which marked the second
anmversary of Anwar's convictian
on corrupnon charges, went ahead
anyway. There were no untoward
mcidents. But as Asiaweek went 1o
press, the activisis were still being
held under the controversial Inter-
nal Security Act (ISA), which allows
for indefinite detention without
trial. Mahathir claimed the police
had evidence that rally organizers
mainly members of the Keadilan
opposition party formed by Anwar's
wife, Wan Azizah Ismail had
planned 10 use bombs and even
rocket launchers. Hatta Ramli. a
leader of the main Malay oppaosition
group, Parti Islam se-Malavsia
(PAS), dismisses the notion. "They
have come (0 a level where thev will
use any excuse 1o stille the opposi-
tion,” he says. "If they have the
evidence, bring the people 1o court
instead oI keeping them under the
JSA."

“Some people are accusing us of
playing politics or playing into thi
hands of dissidents,” savs union
CONEress -secrelary-general
Rajasckaran. "Bul our members are
just fed up with the way FPI has
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loyalties. “1 hope to appoint approprnate people
regardless of recommendations made by fac-
tions, " MrKoizumisaid. Perhaps, butifhe does il
his cabinet with radical reformers, he may lind
that the LDP's powerbrokers in parliament do ngt

Mr Koizumi's own plattorm is party reform, In
particular, hewants to privatise the post oflice, an
insttution of enormous significance in Japan,
The post ollice helps 1o deliver the LDP'S organ-
ised rural vote, through the powerlul intluence ol
the chiels ol local post offices and their families.
Also the postal-savings system 1s an importani
source ol cheap lunding lor the government, hat
in turm helps the construction industry, another
big source of LDP support. Although electorval
reform, migration and demography are all weak-
ening the political power ol the countryvside
within the LDE the party sull elings 1o its pohitical
rools. Mr Koizumi savs he wanis 1o sever the
LDP's old rural ties and rebuild the party around
the urban majoriry,

As Japan struggles toovercome its decade-long |
CCOnoOMmMIC crisis, 1S financial system s stlf heavily
burdened by bad debt. To tackle these problems,
Koizami has called Tor 1ough measures,
including a cap on the government issuing any
maore debr and a shake-up in the banking sector.
But these moeasures 1oo, some analysis fear, could
diso be watered down by My Koizuami as he tries to
gel 1o grips with the LDP's internal politics.
Sometimes, even in Tokvo, springtime does not
lastverviong,
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fulesan clear and utier disregard ol
the mterest ol EP contributors. ™ Fli
fund reduced iis annual
dividend because aof bad investment
decisions. " Thon they had audacin
to o and bail o Fime dotom.
\Why do these people need 10 be
bailed out lrom a poor people’s
provident lund?” On the economic
front, a Kev aspect of Malavsia's
“miracle” growth in the 1980s and

ivs Hhii

carly 1990s was [areigndirectinvest -

ments by multinationals seeking a
manulaciuring base, The country
regulardy pulled up to 86 billion a
VA R new ivestmenis for manu-
facturing. That ligure was down 1o
32 bilhion last vear. Malaysia now
ranks below South Korea, Thailand
and India.

But the Mauahathir broadsides
keepcoming. He renewed attacks on
Anwar while officiating at the coun-
ry's Intermational Islamic Univer-
sitv on April 17. This shows he is
“under intense pressure again from
within UMNO and the Malay com-
munity in general,” says columnisl
Wong. Three trusted lieutenants lost
out In UMNO divisional elections
this month, indicating that even his
powerful faction is losing autharity
i the party. "The Mahathirian
vision is transforming into some-
thing else,” says Wong. "As the order
in UMNO| becomes more demo-
crauc, mofe centers of power are
emerging.”

Snipes ope middle-ranking
UMNO leader: "Mahathir is a-des-
perdaie man looking for desperate
solutions.” One day he tries totalk to
PAS on Malay unity, the next he talks
lough 1o Keadilan over streel pro-
tests. “Heis trving to tighten the grip
on the media, réin in civil servants,
woo younger volers and women
voters. It s«all contradictory. Every
day he's urving 10 do something
new. Or something old. Like play-
ing out that tamiliar tune. One last
dance, anyone?
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THE PHILIPPINES

Turning the

PHILIP BROWNING
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ITH the campaign lor
May 14 congressional
elections now in full
swing, President Gloria Arroyo is
lacing some uncomfortable realities
ol Philippine politics. .First, the
ballot box may well deliver a verdict
rather different from the exalted
claims of the so-called People Power
I movement that drove President
Joseph Estrada Irom olfice in
lanuary.

Second, Mrs. Arroyo's need to estab-
lish a broad base for her government
and reward those who helped hey
into office risks serious dilution of
the unrevolutionary reform  ter
which the metropolitan middle
classes, in particular, are yearning
Many who joined the sireet demaon-
strations agaimnst Mr. Estrada did so
hoping that his demise would lead to
a wholesale clean-up ol political
imsttutions and that lear ol expo-
sure would cause senators 1o vore
according to their beliets rather than
to hiscal incentives. It was hoped (oo
that the amuazing revelations of the
Estrada trial would lead provineial
clectors o reject long-established
clans and pohitical bosses in favor ol
a new generation ol issue-oriented
polincians

Fhere 1S progress. The number ol
tradinional politician”™ candidates
has declined and parties with plat
lorms are getting a hitde more atien
on. As Congress is as much elected
on local as nanondl issues and s
castly ‘wlhl";Tlil'ﬁ}r 1O |"|L'Hllkfl'1'|“.ll
patronage, il Mrs
\rrovo Hitde problem. The Senate 1s
another matter. To support her
claims (o People Power, she needs
hor the 13
avalable Senate scats. Active sup
port lor the disgraced N Estrada is

should cause
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Estrada was indicted on eight cor-
ruption charges Wednesday but it is
not clear whether this will help the
povernment's cause or lend support
1o the popular notion that he is
bemgvictimized by the Manila clire,
Despite the ubiquity ol national
television, the gull between Manida
and the provinces is wide. In
Mindanao Mr. Estrada’s successiul
military ollensive last year against
the Moro Islamic Liberation Froni
will win votes ftom Christians con-
cerned that Mrs. Arrovo's restartiing
ol peace talks is a sign ol her weak-
TIESS.

Inthe Senate race, opposition candi-
dares include high-profile fgures
ke Juan Ponce I'nrile,
minister under the former dictaton
Ferdinand Marcos and a key figur
i the 1986 revolt that deposed hin;
Gregorio Honasan
coup  attempts
L.orazon

delense

LW
President

Panlilo
Lstrada s top police-

lcader ol
JdRAINSI
\quino; and
N

man, credited by supporters with

| acson

reducimg street crime but viewed by
opponents as a notorious human
righisviolaton

Fhe pro-Amova candidates are a

The puzzle

FIER 12
around
President

days swanning
Latn America,
liang Zemin
returned home with a fight on his
hands. His handling of the American
spy-phine ncident is the latest test
ol has polineal skills in a protracted
strugale 1o ensure @ smooty succes-
sion 1o a generaton ol
lcaders loyal 1o him, as well as his
own clevation o the status ol
revered, semi-retired elder states
man. [atlure will
become apparent onlv late neat
year, at the 1oth Communist Party
Congress, and at the 2003 session ol
parhament, where sweeping leader-
ship changes will be announced.

Mr Jiang's performance so far
shows that he remains in control;
but he is vulnerable. The spy-plane
crisis demonstrated that he can in
principle keep relations with
America on track despite pressures
[rcm hawkish elements in the
armed forces and a public opinion
that increasingly gives voice o a
virulent, anti-western brand ol
nanonalism, But there are many
maore tests to come. The crew of the
aircralt may have gone home, but
the plane itsell has not, and a row
over that was developing fast. Nor is
Americalikely tosuspend its surveil-
lance llights, as Chinademands.

Mr Trang will also have to formu-
late a response 40 decision by
President George Bush on the sale ol
high-tech weapons to Taiwan. And
he will have to decide how to handle
the latest snafu in China's relations
with Japan, which is wondering
whether to grant a visa to a former
[atwanese president, Lee Teng-hui
Mr Lee says he wants treatiment for a
heart illness in Jokyo, but China's
hawks will demand a robust
response from Mr hang il Japan
allows the man condemned by
China as traitorous “scum” 1o step
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Chinese e could
torcign polic v without relerenc
publicopimion or the political esi;
shment. It was possible, despite
the anti-American fervour ol the
Cuohural Revolution; for Chairmean
Mao Zedony 1o exXtend the hand of
nendshipiao Richard Nixon, and in
the early 1990s for Deng Xiaoping 1o
establish fies with Fastern Furope's
new anti-commumst feaders, igno
g pressure from party hardhiners i
vngagein polemics.

Mr Jiang must also beé mindiul
that every major inti-coverniment
movement in China in the pasi
century, including the Tiananmen
protests in 1989, was fought under
the banner of patriotism. The parn
iries to present itself as the embodi-
ment of nationalism because it
knows that, if it fails 1o do so, its
opponentsof whatever political hue
will try to assume the mantle them-
selves. So the more insecure the
party feels, the moreitis inclined to
pander to nationalist passions. And
Mr liang does not feel fully secure.
His critics in China are already
gunming lor him. They accuse him ol
promoting his cronies, of fostering
hisownmini-cult of personality, and
of wanting to cling to power into his
dotage i the manner of Mao and
Deng. Mr hangis 74,

Mr Jiang detained the spy-plane
crew for what he probably felt was
the minimum length of time neces-
sary to demonstrate his nationalist
credentials to a public and party still
smartng from the bombing of the

vslabhis

lore attractive group, but Senate
elections are usually more aboul
candidate exposure and campaign
funding than issues. The cost of
constant politics in a poor country
invites a continuation ol the prac-
tices exposed during the Esirada
trial. Few are entirely innocent. Mr.
Estrada’s takings were tiny com-
pared with those of Mr. Marcos.
whose money still sits in European
banks under his lamily's contral,
People Power | did natl secure a
single significant prosecution. ||
Mrs. Arroyo can get a clean sweep
she will have the potential to create 4
strong administration supported by
the ballot box rather than by com
promises with the various groups (o
whom she owes power. But opmitn
polls suggest that the opposition
could win hive or six ol the 13 Senats
SCALS

I hat would not be
Mrs.
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d good resull

Arrovo 1s a senious and hard

cabmnel and she enjovs immternational
ItIH.HHl.I.]l-li‘»-l!luw-j.h'll-l-tl"~ i, But shi
1S already being accused of lacking
Lthe needed 1o mak
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Chinese embassy in Belgrade in May
1999, But there are still many in
China who believe he did not go far
enough. “The foreign ministry was
inundated with letters offering
calcium pills,” says a Chinese official
by which he means that many
Chinese [elt their leadership lacked
backbone in the showdown with the
Americans. Guven the chance, many
Chinese would have staged anti-
American protests during the spy-
plane aflair, as they did after the
Belgrade bombing.

Among students in particular,
the United States inspires a curious
mixture of respect and contempt
Many are attracted by American
culture and wealth, yet resent what
they leel 1o be Amenican elforts 1o
hold China back. During this latest
crisis the authorities made sure that

interest, not political compromises. -
Military men who helped her into
power have been given many pasts,
sometimes regardless of their repu-
tatons. A general relieved of his
command after allegations of racke-.
teering has been given the key post
ol Philippines’ representative in
Taiwan, astrategically crucial nejgh-
bor and a source of much capital.
The Church has been rewarded with
a presidential ban of a sexually
explicit movie passed by the censor.
Even the insurgent left has been
givenan olive branch of dialogue.
The business elite is still very much
behind her but time and self-
interest are already starting to blur
allegiances. The influential busi-
nessman Edoardo (Danding)
Cojuangco has shifted from a pro-
Estrada 1o a neutral position. That is
the kKind ol manewuver which is mak-
ing hfe easier for Mrs. Arroyo now
but could make it more difficult 1o
deliver reforms like cleaning up the
police and judicial systems and
making corporations and the rich
pay taxes so there is money for roads
and schools.

the Philippines may be gradually
returning to “politics as usual” in
which case Mr. Estrada and People
Power 1l will be seen in IEITOSpect as
having provided good theater but
litfle change. If so the Arroyo presi-
dency will be a watered-down ver-
sion: ol the administration of M
Eatrada s predecessor, Fidel Ramos
Fhatwould beabigimproverhenton
Mr Estrada, but not enough (o
justily January's short-circuiting of
INE consttution.

Let's hope the May 14 dlection will
prove otherwise. It eould give politi-
Cal reform the kind of momenium
that Thaland witnessed after the
992 revolt against the military, later
bolstered by the inancial crisis. But
donat betonil
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calm prevailed on the campuses,
but at the cost of making Mr liang
seem lacking in patriotic fervour, at
leastin the eves of students.

Mr Jiang's mostinct in the days
ahead wall be to try 1o smooth over
diflerences with Japan, just as he
would like to establish good working
relations with Mr Bush. The prob-
lem 1s that public and institutional
opmion m China an increasingh
volatile force as the country under-
goes painful social and economic
change could propel him to adopt a
tougher stance than common sense
would dictate in order to ensure he
maintains his influence in the vears
ahead
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New Aport Road. Tegaon, Dhaka-1215 angladesh Petroleum Tender/Re-Tender Notice No 19/2001
R e -Te nd e r NOl'ce Exploratlon & PrOducuO“ Biman Flight Catering Centre (BFCC) invites seaied tender from the experienced contractor/ supplier/ manufacturer
| g n for the supply of the following items. ol % Y }
1. Sealed tenuers in foreign currency are invited from all bonafide manufactures/dealers/ Compan__y Limited (BAPEX) i WAMEOF ITEM PATE FOR EARNEST o bl B 1 g T
supphers/indentors (enlisted firms in DGDP only) for supply of the following stores/ equipments Materials Control Department TENDERSKD | REFUNDABLE (NON- DROPPING TENDER
required for the use of Defence Services: A i - N e o AN o | REFUNDABLE) | TENDER SKD
, Y HBFC Building (9th Floor), 22, Purana Paltan, Dhaka-1000 1. | SUpply of Mango/ | From 224- 1700.0007- 1 000/ Erom 1000 | At 1430 hrs
St Description of Date of selling Date of | Currency | Tender No Tendef No 123.53.04/2001 Dated: 15-04-2001 Olive/ Lemon/ Mixed | 2001 to A | hrs to 12:00 on |
No stores/equipments Erom To opening Tender Notice 23}“3- S f ifkies‘; el 14h? 2001 s e !
inefr/oacne B 1
a. Eler_.'tro Medical 25-4-2001, 03-5-2001 07-5-2001 Foreign  214/235/ Tenders in prescribed schedule are hereby invited from %12%’:;‘)“3') (Re- : :
Equipments/instruments EM/P-3 bonafide suppliers/manufacturers/ distributors for purchase 2 | Sipgh T e 40,000/ 200/= Do- -Do-
(Various Types- . of stationery goods for the company. (Tender) , |
Total-03 Items) . Tender schedwle consisting terms & conditions and rules 3. | Supply of Disposable -Do- 5000/~ 100" " Do -Do- 2
- ‘& regulations will be available at Tk 500.00 only (non- | Paper Cap (Tender) | 5 AT 3
Double Envelope System refundable) per schedule from the company's Accounts & 4. | Supply of Soyabean [ Do- |  60,000/- 400/= -Do- -Do- ;
b.  Electro Medical 25-4-2001 03-5-2001  07-5-2001 Foreign  214/236/ Finance Department, Ibrahim Mansion (3rd Floor), 11, | Oil (Tender) e e R . b | i 3
Equipment/Instrument | EM/P-3 ;Ufana Paltan, Dhaka during office hours from 03‘05“2001- Tender boxes will be placed at BFCC premises, Security Gate of Biman Head Office (Balaka Bhaban), Security "‘
o1 It 0 tender schedule will be sold on the date of opening Gate, Biman Admin Building at Zia International Airport, Biman Paultry Sales & Distribution Centre located at Biman
(01 item) tender. Tender stating description of goods in sealed cover Medical Centre Building, Farmgate, Dhaka and in the Office of the Additional Commissioner (General), Room No 205,

should be deposited in tender box
Department, HBFC Building (9th Floor), 22, Purana Paltan.
Dhaka by 12.00 Hours of 15-05-2001. The tenders received
will be opened on the same day at 12.10 hours in presence
(if any) of the tenderers.

The authority reserves the right to accept/reject any
tender or reject all tenders and decrease/increase quantity of
goods without assigning any reason.

DFP-10362-19/4 .
G-752

Double Envelope System kept at Materials Control

2. The tender schedule with detailed specifications/conditions will be available at the fixed rate
(Non-refundable) on any working day between 0800 hours to 1200 hours. The tender will
be opened at 1005 hours on above mentioned date in presence of all available tenderers.

ISPR/Misc/2001/364 : Major '
DFP-10417-22/4 : i : - For Director General

Segunbagicha, Dhaka. Bidders may drop theirtender in any of those boxes

Schedule of tender alongwith other terms and conditions may be obtained on request in the official letter head pad
from the Office of the Manager Finance, BFCC, Zia International Airport, Kurmitola, Dhaka and f=om the Office of the
Additional Commissioner (General), Room No 205, Segunbagicha, Dhaka dunng office hours on payment of cost of
schedule. Any eligible bidder may participate in the tender.

BFCC Management reserves the right to accept/reject any or all tender/tenders and also to change the opaning
date of the tender without assigning. any reason whatsoever. If tender opening day happens to be holiday, the tender
will be opened on the next working day at the same schedule time.

DFP-10534-22/4
(=756

General Manager (MCD)

Dy General Manager, BECC




