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China summons US envoy over | rrom tinseltown to presidency
arms sales as Bush talks tough |t prison

AFP, Manila
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Li Peng's visit
to Japan
postponed

‘ AP, Tokyo

Amid recently strained ties, China
has decided to postpone a visit to
lapan next month by the head of its
legislature, a parliamentary official
said yesterday,

Chinese diplomats visited the
offices of the chairmen of
Parliament’'s lower and upper
houses 10 convey the message, the
official said on condition of ano-

violating its sovereignty with the arms deal,

The official Xinhua news agency said Vice Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing
made “solemn representations” about the weapons deal to ambassador
Joseph Prucher, who was summoned by the foreign ministry to hear the ﬁpt‘fialiht‘l.! in playing Il(}hin Hood-
protest. type criminals, former Philippine

China's 2.5 million-strong armed forces, which have been feverishly | president Joseph Estrada has found
procuring high-tech weapons from Russia in a bid to alter the strategic bal- | himselfinjail for real.
ance in the Taiwan Straits, warned the new US weaponry would not buy The 64-year-old Estrada was
peace. thrown in prison countless times in

"Arms purchases can only make the Taiwan Straits situation more turbu- § his hit movies, playing variations on

embezzled government funds,
inggenng the legal process that led
to his downfall.

Even when he was down alier the
popular revolt, Estrada vowed 10
light back and said h¢ would eventu-
ally succeed, just like in his movies.

Bul he lost his biggest batle --
questioning the constitutional
legality of Arroyo's succession. With

AFP, Beijing
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China yesterday summoned the US ambassador in Beijing to protest new From being a top movie star who

arms sales to Taiwan, as US President George W. Bush promised to help the
island delenditself against Chinese attack,

Bush's decision Tuesday to approve the most significant package of
weapons since 1992 was welcomed by Taiwan but greeted with fury by China,
which claims the island as part ofitsterntory. |

The US leader shrugged off Chinese anger and bluntly _luld liuijjc_n].: his
administration would stand side by side with Taiwan to rebufl an invasion.
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nymity. They did not say when they
wished 1o reschedule the visit, the
olficial said.

The diplomats said China
wanied to delay Li Peng's upcoming
visit considering the "recent situa-
tion surrounding Japan-China
refations,” the official said. They
would not offer any specifics, he
said.

The visit's delay underscored
brewing tension between the two
countries over issues involving
1aiwan and a history textbook which
China says whitewashes Japanese
wartiime conduct.

China had said Tuesday it has
cancelled some official wisits
Japan, butdid not elaborate.

Chinese Foreign Minisiry
spokeswoman Zhange Qiyue said
the pohitical foundation™ for ries
has heen undermined by the text-
book and by the visa Japan gave (o
lormer laiwanese President lLee
feng-hui. China sees Lee as repre-
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senung a political foree blocking |

moves lor reunification with Taiwan.

Koizumi faces first
leadership test

had anobligationto defend Taiwan.

added.

island

blockade.

In an imerview with ABC television, Bush was asked if the United States

"Yes, we do. And the Chinese must understand that,” he rrp!iud._ I'he
United States would do "whatever it took to help Taiwan defend hersell,” he

The 1979 Taiwan Relations Act obliges the United States to sell the island
enough weaponry to ensureits defence, althoughWashington hasin the past
refrained from directly committing US lorces. _

It was unclear whether Bush's comments represented a hardening ol US
policy or simply a strong statement ol support lor weapons sales o the

The package of US arms -- which includes Kidd-class destrovers, P-3C
submarine-hunting aircralt and a commitment 10 help Taiwan procure
diesel-powered submarines -- would help Taiwan break o Chinese naval

US afficials said the list of weapons went beyond those publicly disclosed
and was drawn up in response 1o China's growing deployment ol weapons
| threatening Faiwan, notably a missile build-up along the Chinese coast.

But China has rejected the US claims and accused the United States ol

lent, increase the threat to regional peace and stability, and backfire," said an

editorial in the People's Liberation Army (PLA) Daily.

"Arms purchases will not only be unable to genuinely guarantee Taiwan's

securiry, itmay also bring disaster to the people of Taiwan.”

Despite nearly 52 years of de facto independent rule, China considers
Faiwan a breakaway province and it regularly threatens to invade the island if

\Lmoves towards independence or rebulfs talks on reunification.
lniwanese President Chen Shui-bian, a former advocate ol independ-

ence who is deeply distrusted by Beijing, said the new US weapons were

needed.

'| believe Washingion's decision will not only enhance Taiwan's defence
capability and strengthen our people’s confidence but also help maintain

the military balance and stability across the strait.”

Sino-US relations have been going through an extremely tense phase

since Bush took office in January promising to treat Beijing as a compelitor,
and the arms sale will almost certainly raise tension further.
The two sides are embroiled in a heated row over the collision between a

US spy plane and a Chinese fighter jet on April 1, and Chinais still refusing 1o

return the BD-million-dollar E-P3 aircralt.
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Parcel bomb
explodes near

Kumaratunga's |

|

residence

J'IUI]- Colomix

the theme of the legendary English
hero who stole from the rich (o give

tothe poor.

But officials say Estrada turned
oult to be a real thiel more interested
in lining his own pockets. He was
ordered arrested and jailed yester-
day on charges of plundering the

nation ol B0 million dollars.

"Estrada’s claim to Robin Hood
l[ame Is misplaced because he stole
from the poor,” said Renato Corona,
chiel of siall of Estrada’s successor

GloriaArroyo.

"He has plundered for himsell
and kept (the riches) in his own

pocket,” Corona said.

Estrada’s Six-year term came 1o
an abrupt end in January when he
was deposed in a popular military-
led revolt. His popular vice presi-
dent, Arrovo, was installed in his

place,

Philippine leader.

Helped by his silver-screen
popularity among the poor, Estrada
was clected president in 1998 with
the biggest ever majority for a

On becoming the "unlucky” 131th

Joseph Estrada

president, Esirada vowed to dis-
prove critics who said the college
drop-out, gambler, drinker and
womaniser was unfit 1o be leader ol
the largely Catholic nation of 76
milhon people,

But on entering the presidential
palace, Estrada soon ran into trou-
ble, He was accused of hosting all-
night drinking sessions with a shad-
owy group of Ifriends who would
later help bring him down.

One of them was indicted lor the
country's worst share insider-
trading scandal, and Estrada was
daccused ol asking regulators 1o
exonerate him.

Another drinking buddy, provin-
Clad governor Lans Singson, charged
in October that Estrada had received
bribes Irom gambling bosses and
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that court ruling, his immunity from
prosecution vanished,

The eighth of 10 children of a
Manila engineer, Joseph was the
black sheep of the upper-middie-
class Ejercito family, dropping oul ol
engineenng school and hanging out
with unsavoury types.

He 1ook up acting. (o the horror
of his conservative parenis who
lorbade him from using the family
name. So he adopted the name
Joseph Estrada and later became
popularly known by his nickname,
krap.”

Estrada won a cluich of acting
awards and also acquired several
mistresses -- most of them Olm co-
Ndrs -- on his way 1o the presidency,
He made no secret of his affairs and
numerous ilegal ollspring even
alter coming 1o power

When he ook over the presi-
dencey, Lstrada vowed 11t would “be
my last and greatest performance.”

LIis time at the wop, however, has
1'r||r'-,|'d 10 be
Lstrada

a real-lile tragedy as
1T lormer
Philippine president toland in jail

bhecomes lirsi
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A parcel bomb went ofl within a
REUTERS, Il high-security zone in the Sti Lankan Israel Seals OffweSt Bank Ga.Za
s capital Colombo where President ) J

lapanesce pnme minister-in-wailing | Chandrika Kumaratunga's tghtly- s . ; |
Junichiro Koizumi faced the first test | guarded residence is located, police I'I AFP, Jerusalens preventing Palestinians who have ILcontinues o naleviolence as
of his leadership vesterday as he ' said [ S 5 “'h"'”Ib‘r"”_“r'”'w'”'“w”m"L "'”"I""“"' bl L ' al goals
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port 1o xictory in the race o lead | Colombo Fort area, a police spokes- I”‘".'J" the blockaded 1e ”:I“_“*'“- announced | Jewish s -'.*-1- nt ol Gadid, j it !
Japan’s Liberal Democratic Pany | man said. the f.jk'q_lll'l toll 'IHHHI'IH_'H.IH 48 ) since Although more than BO per cel the { ush Khatif bloc in the southern
(LDP) panty and become the 111k There had been an unattended | the mtilada, or Palestinian uprising, ol the people killed in the months-  Gaza Strip oul causing  any
[Hilﬁrmiﬂl-\h‘! in 13vears l I“”“'I and a plam-clothed PSD tried l.'lll]H-l'L_I seven months ago. A long deadly cvcle of violence have casualhies

His "Change the LDP Change ? 1o check it when llll.‘l'\[‘:in\it‘.llﬂ 1ook l ‘lllrnlt.rn;u‘; man was shot dead by t':i'L'l't I’.1IL-~.|;11|;:H- Isracl’s hawkish : ' ‘ ' Fl
Japan” platform won resounding ' p p[m‘t'."Ll]h:!il't'h|_]ilkl"~lnilnmln| Israeli troops near the bordes |.1|I|1-1 NMinister 'Hul‘*\f.q."wﬂ‘u-ur.n-.-u. e si N | nd 1
support from local party members | -.._;.,.-r_.,_‘ It was not m‘nn_tﬂhut.-lj.' clear | between the Gaza Strip and Isracl  Palestinian lcader ‘s.tn.;r \ralal o an order | | | (o such
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Attention ~has. now. toened (o | . leaving the bomb in a high security | Israeli army in the northern Wesi Ihe Palestinian Authornn Mear | s Fareig
whom he will choose for (op LDP ; zome ol the capital. Bank townolQalgilya. responsible for the acts of terrorism,”  Nimsier 8 aid s

wis and his cabinet ol clues 1o
whuther his pledges to change the
hide-bound party that has ruled lor
most of the past hall-century will be
kepl

Reports of his choices for the key
party positions appeared to indicate
that  as anncipated Koizumi was
engaged in a delicate balancing act
between party harmony and reform.

Koizumi has chosen close ally
faku Yamasaki for the position of
LDP Secretary-General, a post that
has a commanding sav is deciding
partymatiers andis also responsible
for haising with its coalition part-
ners, media said.

A former LDP policy chiel
Yamasaki was a key supporter of
Koizumi's bid to become party
president.

Economics Minister Taro Aso.
who placed a distant third in vester-
day's LDP election lor party presi-
dent, will be tapped for the post of
LDP policy chiel, media said, while
former Trade Minister Mitsuo
Horiuchi was to be appointed head
of the LDP's decision-making
General Council.

2 killed in blast
at Chechnya
police station

AFR \,.l,”,‘ ol

An explesion tore apart a Russian
police building in Chechnya's sec-
ond city of Gudermes, nominally
under federal conwrol, killing at leasi
iwo ollicers, reports said yesierday,

ITAR-TASS said four other men
were hospitalised with non-life-
threatening imuries, while the late
ol another two who were thought be
inside the two-story building
remamed unknown,

Police bave launched a criminal
mvestgation mio the blast, which
carried the equivalent ol one kilo-
gram (2.2 pounds) of INT and
occurred overnight on Tuesday,

Cudermes has served as Hussia's
admimistranve centre in Chechnya
and been under nominal federal
control since the start of the bloods
18- month war

But Russian oflicials carlicr this
wiek moved its mam adminisira-
tion (o the original capial Grozny.
which hesinruims.

The new Grozny admasistration

Elite Presidential quard keep watch after closing the main road to President Chandrika Kumaratunga's offi
dence in Colombo yesterday after a bomb went off within the high-security zone wounding a guard. A second bomb

was also discovered and defused by the military.

26 soldiers killed in fresh

REAUTERS, Colombo

At least 26 government soldiers were
killed and another 78 seriously
wounded in lerocious highting in
northern Sn Lanka yesterday,
defence officials said,

The separatist Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were offering
stiff resistance to the military
advance launched from
Eluthumadduval in the Jafina pen-
insula at dawn, officials said.

"Most of the soldiers wounded
had stepped on anti-personnel
mines,” a nulitary official here said.
“The Tigers were also firing artillery
and mortar bombs.”

“There 1s some sull resistance,
but they are making very good
progress,” said Brigadier Sanath
Karunaraine.

He said he did not have any
casualty hgures for the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels,
but said the government troops had
broken through onerebel line.

The offensive came alter several
months in which both sides
appeared (o move closer to the
negotiating table 1o (ry and end the
decades-old ethnic conilict that has
killed 64,000 people.

Both sides have said they want
talks but have accused the other ol
beinginsincere.

President Chandrika Kum-
aratunga was quoted by state media
as saving the door was still open 1o
Lalks.

"With an unprincipled terrorist
organisation such as the LTTE, 1 will
not like to comment on peace pros-
pects 1oo prematurely but we are
hopeful of achieving something
tangible and constructive in the
coming months,” she was quoted as

FHOTO; AFP
cial resi-

The EI'TE has been blamed for a
string ol bomb attacks here in the
past, including devastatng suicide
hambings

fighting in Lanka

saying by the Daily News.

“Thedoorisstill not closed to the
LITE entering negotiations,” she
said.

The offensive came just hours
alter the LTTE let expire a unilateral
ceasefire that had been in place for
fourmonths.

The rebels said they would not
extend the ceaselire, as they had
done three times before, because
the government was using it (o its
advantage.

I'he government has accused the
rebels of breaking the ceaselire 220
Lmes.

Fhe Tigers, ighting since 1983 for
a separate Tamil state in the north
and east of Sn Lanka, took large
arcas ol Jallna last vear bul were
pushed back by a series ol govern-
ment oflensives which began in
carlySeptember.
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British police probing war crimes
allegations against Saddam

A}“‘P. Lentdon

British police are probing war
crimes allegations made againsi
raqi leader Saddam | lussein over
the 1990791 Gull conflict, they, said
yesterday '

Fhe mvestigation centres on
more than 4,500 Britons taken
hostage inlrag and Kuwait in 1990 a
the start ol the Gul\War.

Evidence collated by the
L ondon-based group Indict, which
campaigns for the indicimen) of
fragiwar criminals, was carlier given
o Antomey General Lord Gareth
Witliams of Mosiyn,

Although he cancluded there was
insufficient evidence 10 bring
Charges, he relorred the case 1o

realistic prospect ol conviction o
Saddam Hussein and Tareq Aziz on
charges ol hostage-taking ... so we
arc very opoiste,” she told BIC

When Iraqg invaded its oil-rich
neighbour Kuwail in August 1990
bundreds of British civilians were
trapped and moved 10 strategic
installations as "human shields.”

F'he captives included about 360
passengers on board a ight Trom
London to Kuala Lumpur, which
landed in Kuwait just minutes
belore Iragi troops crossed the
border,

lhe passepgers were held o
more than hive months. Soon altes
the invasion the Foreign Olfice
protested ar the reported rape ol a
British woman

One woman later 1old how her
FA-vear-old son was marched from
their home with a rocket launcher
held athis head,

Astronauts
complete
second
spacewalk

AFP, Houston, Texas

Astronauts from the US space shul-
tle Endeavour compléeted the instal-
lation of a Canadian-made robotic
arm on (he International Space
Station during the mission's second
spacewalk Tuesday, NASA olficials
said here.

Canadian Chris Hadflield and
American Scott Parazvnski also took
down an old communications
antenna that was no longer useful,
during their seven-hour, 40-minute
spacewalk, NASA said.

I'heir lirst spacewalk Sunday
lasted seven hoursand 10 minutes.

Hadheld and Parazynski, the two
space handvmen on this mission,
disconnected the cables that
hooked the Canadarm?2 robotic arm
o the pallet that transported it
aboard the Endeavour.

Fhat heavy apparatus will be
taken back 1o the Endeavour on
Wednesday lorreturn to Earth.,

“Ivervihing is done for today,”
said Phil Engelaul, Tead flight direc-
tor for the shuttle.

Following' a spate 'of bombings

against Jewish targets, the

|

Israch
authorines sealed oll all routes in
and oul ol the occupied erriories
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US space shuttle Endeavour astronaut Scott Parazynski of the US (R) works on the Destiny module of the
International Space Station during his second spacewalk of the mission on Tuesday. The shuttle and her seven-
member international crew have been docked with the station delivering supplies and installing the Canada Arm 2,

while completing cable connections.

Green light

for space

tourist's trip

AFP, Washingron

\Esvstems are go lor the first tounst
O venture into space, as NASA on
Tuesday ended an international
dispute aver the self-linanced fMlight
by a US businessman aboard a
Russian space shuttle,

Space agencies of the Unned
States, Russia, Canada, Europe and
Japan parlners in building the
nternational space stdon - have
ghiven the greenlight for ateip by a US
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Wahid accused of threatening
parliament with mob violence

.r'll‘: Jakaria

Fhe head of Indonesia’s top legisla-
tive body vesterday accused
President Abdurrahman Wahid ol
intimidating the parliament with
the threat ol mob violence ahead ol a
crucial censure vore that could lead
(o hisimpeachment.

IFhe charge by Amien Rais,
speaker of the People's Consultative
Assembly, came alter police

aimed at deterring possible violencee
by pro-and anti- Wahid groups
Wahid has scheduled a national
television address on nday when
heds expected to call torcalm
Nevertheless, thousands ol his
supporters have formed paramih-
tary squads and have pledged (o
fight 10 the death for the president,
whaoisalso arevered Mushm leader.
Wiuhid has denied charges that he

acted inappropriately i the 1wo

prevent lawmakers from passing a
second censure ol iht'l"ll sident over
the two scandals

\ rival Islamic group opposed (o
Wahid said it would deploy GOO men
to guard the legisiature

Lawmakers st reprimanded
Wahid over thi
'ehruany 1. Wahud will have unul
June 1o reply and if lawmmakers reject
his esplanation they can hold a
special session toampeach the head

scandals on

. " | , et v . o NAS announced plans (1o use Y0 |
building came under repeated fire | Scotland Yard for Turther investiga- — radio. Former hostage loe Wild, o 63- MiTanatty T 1pe grafler, NASA moured cars lln cvacuate knvmak L b Sl B e ‘;“.I I \I i -
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from separatist lighters carhier this § bon. Phe deficiency in the Tragi case  vear-oldmarine consaltant who was \l"'k}l A RTINS0 S ers il expected street protests tum bt 15..,I..u|n S S e i lm”h‘m“”l‘:n
week, injuring several pro-Russian Phese documents are being — is that there is no international  working as an adviser 1o the Kuwaiti CNNIS TH0. 61, 1S 1o dccompiiny humanitarian aid 1o retugees,  leaders were assigned police body:

troops protec ting the building,

Federal forces rumbled into
Chechnya in October, 199910 a self-
declared anti-terronst operation,
but have since become bogged
down in a brutal guernlla war thial
has intensified with the onset of
spring.

Separately, Kremlin olhicials
annownced the arrest ol six sus-
pected guerrillas in the Asinovskaya
region, on the border with the Russii
republic of Ingushetia.

considered and  advice is hemng
sought as 1o what, il anv. further
acton s practicable,” a police
spokesman said.

Ann Chwyd, Indict's chamwanman
and a mumber of parbament for
Britain's ruling Labour Party, said
there wis a sound case agdinst

Saddam Hussein and tragi Iu‘pm{'

Prime Minister TareqAziz.
“Our lawyers el us that we have

gol sulhicient evidence, more than
sulhicient evidence, to provide a

triburnal sct up by the (LUN) Security
Council ... soin thie absence of that
we have been collectng the evi-
dence '

“We have just three researchers,
but over the last 18 months they
have collecred evidence Trom all
over the world, documentarny evi-
denve, video evidenee, sworn stale-
ments lromvicnims and soon,

“We believe that Saddam
Hussein and Tareg Aziz in facl are
notimmume from prosecution,”

navy, said he spent 38 days in hiding
belore being captured. beaten and
taken o a prison camp close to o
chemical warlare plant, where he
sullered aheant attack,

e was later freed with other sick
hostages

Some hostages said they had
lound it difficult rebullding 1heis
lives and became Trustrated while
irying o ger compensation, Many
were also delt with psychological
scars. Some commitied suicide

Iwo Russian cosmonauts when they
blust oIl ina Soyuz- TMA2 shuttle on
Saturday from Kazakhstan's
Batkonur cosmodrome. Their retum
Isscheduledlor May 6.

Fito, o retived space engineer,
whois divorced, with three children,
paid 20 million dollars o the
Russian space agency 1o realise his
hovhood dream ol space light.

1he US Nattonal Aeronauticos and
Space Administration had opposcd
hito's hght for salety reasons while
the Europeans cited poor timing.

violentduring Mondav's vote,

Despite security fears, s
predicted that the consure vore will
po ahead and that Wahid would be
impeached “alter July.”

“1 believe 100 per cent that the
censure will be dssued and  this
propaganda and terror will come 1o
nothing,” Ras, Wahid's most vocil-
crous political rival, told The
Associated Press.

Rais was reviewing police and
army troops assembled on the city's
mamn  square in a show ol lorce

although a parhinmentary inguiry
failed 1o produce evidenee ol his
directinvolvement

Wahid maintains the accusations
were manulactured by his political
remove hime from ollice
because of the administration’'s
crackdown oncorruption

Fhousands ol Wahid' s support-
ers. have vowed 1o converge on
Jakarta over the weekend. Some
have threatencd occupy the
parliament building and physically

loes 1o

1)

guards atter Withid's followers made
death threars

“This Is @ part of agitation and
propaganda and a kind of terroron
the part of Abdurrahman Wahid's
constitnents to threaten the parbia-
ment not 1o issue the second cen-
sure, Ruissad

About 5,000 policemen, armed
with automatic ntles and equipped
with full rior gear, were drawn up on
Jakarta's Nutional Monument,
opposite the presidential palace.
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