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ush okays arms package for Taiwan but
defers request for Aegis radar system

AFP, Washington

President George W. Bush has agreed to sell Taiwan submarines and destroy-
ers but not the state-ol-the-art Aegis radar system Taipei wanted and Beijing
warnedwould cnipple Sino-US ties, congressional sources said Monday.

The two officials, speaking on condition of anonymity after the White -

House briefed lawmakers, said Bush had deferred but not denied the Aegis
request.

~"It's unclear whether they (Taiwan) have been cleared for Aegis in the
future,” said one source.

Taipei will get eight electric/ diesel submarines, to be made in the United
States but not ol US design; four modemised Kidd-class destroyers; 12 P-3
Orion "sub-hunter” airplanes; and self-propelled artillery, the sources said.

Even though the list omits Aegis, which China worries could anchor a
theatre missile defence shield over what it considers a renegade provinge, il
is likely to further strain Sino-US ties already [rayed by a bitter feud over a
downed US spy plane. i _

Beijing warmned Monday that Bush could endanger rapidly expanding US
trade ties with his decision, in the latest round of its sabre-rattling campaign
against US arms sales to Taiwan.

‘The United States will dehinitely lose more than it will gain if it continues
10 sell weapons to Taiwan,” said a commentary published in-the country's
leading English-language newspaper, the China Daily,

Approving the sale of Aegis would have a “devastating impact” on rela-
tions, said a spokesman for China's embassy here, ZhangYuanyuan

US officials stressed that Bush made his decision based on a 1979 law
requiring Washington to meet the defence necds of the island, which Beijing
considers a breakaway province, and not as a result of tensions since he took

oflice lanuary 20,

*This is an annual occurrence that took place last year, iUl take place next
year. It's a part of an ongoing obligation of the Lnited States government 1o
help Taiwan secure its defensive needs,” sald White House spokesman Ar

Fleischer.

Despite the still simmering spy plane row, sharp exchanges on human
rights and the detention of several US- based scholars in China, the decision

‘isnotinany different context,” he said,

Ihe decision -- which comes one year after then-president Bill Chinton
also deferred Aegis sale -- comes at an especially tender time tor relations

bherween Beijing and Washington.

Since Bush took office, vowing a taugh line towards Bejing, relations have
seriously degenerated, culminating in the crisis sparked when a US EP-3 spy
plane collided April 1 witha Chinese fighter jet, whose pilotwas killed

I'he crippled US surveillance plane, packed with sensitive intelligence
cquipment, made an emergency landing on south China's Hainan island,
where authorities held the 24-person crew for 1T days.
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Taiwan will be offered the right to purchase:

e  Four 1970s vintage Kidd class destroyers equipped

with

advancedversion.

upgraded radar systems. Eight diesel-
powered submarines

Upto 12 P-3 Orion subhunting surveillance planes.
The Palladinself-propelled artillery system,
MH-53E minesweeping helicopters.

AAV7A1 amphibious assault vehicles,

MK-48 Mod-4 torpedoes, but not the most

® Submarine-launched and surface-launched

Harpoon missiles.
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- SC deals another blow to Musharrat

Parts of anti-corruption ordinance described as 'repugnant

groups and political parties here as
little more than a blunt
silence the opposition

\mong other things. itallows the
special National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) police force to detain
suspects lor 90 days without charge,
puts the onus ol prool on the
accused and carries punishments
including a 21-year ban on holding
public olhice.

But the court's 342-page judge-
ment proposed a series ol amend-
ments in hine with constuuthional
and lunda-

\lT’. Istevmmcdd el

ool to
akistan's Supreme Court has dealt
s second blow o mulary ruler
General Pervezr Musharral in as
many weeks, describmg parts ol his
dracanian anti-corruption ordi-
nanceas repugnant.

In a judgement on peritions
Challenging aspects of the militan
regime’ s Nanonal Accountability
Ordinance, the hive-member bench
ruled that some its harshest provi-
SIONS wWeTe cantrary 1olaw

the ordinance was mirodoaced in
the davs lollowing Musharral’s
bloodless coup in Oclober 1994,
when the milnary swept aside the
Nawaz Sharn! government and
vowved 1o stamp out rampant cor-
rupnon.

Dozens ol politicians and senior
burcaucrats have been imprisoned
under the ordinance, which has
been criticsed by human rights

gudrantees ol justice
mental nghis,

In particular, it sad the pro-
[onged detention of an accused
without sulficient cause ... i1s a viola-
Hon of personal iberies ol anzens
guaranieed under the constitunon.”

It said provisions that detainees
could not be released without the
written consent of the NAB director

was repugnant to the concept ol

independence of the judiciary.

The Supreme Courlt said people
should not ‘be held in remand lor
maore than 15 days at a time or dis-
qualified from public oflice formore
than 10 vears. Requesis 1o hold a
suspect (8] |nl|gl.'l |H'rln;|-. should
have courl approval.

But it also held that the burden ol
prool lay with the accused il the
state made a reasonable case belore
the accountabihity court,

Jt was held that placing the
burden ol prool on an accused ..
may not be bad in faw in ats present
form but would be counterproduc-
tive when considered in juxtaposi-
ton with the prmcipal ol good
governance,” it said

The court was
petitions, including one from
deposed prime minister Shant who
was canvicted of hijacking and, tax
evasion and exiled 1o Saudi Arabia
last yedar.

answerng 1o

Sharnil's council, Aitezaz Ahsan,
said the judgement was "sigmi
cant” but lell shortol expectanons

Independent  advocate Naseer
\himed said “the rigour ol the law
hasbeen curtailed

\n annual US State Department
survey ol global human rights pe
[ormance released in February
criticised Musharral lor subjecung
members ol previous governments
o “incommunicado detention,

Last week the Supreme Courld
AU used .\'hllil .1IH| lhus cronies ol
ngeing the corrupton trial and 19599
conviction ol lormer prime mansier
Benazir Bhutto, Musharral’'s mosl
vocal crind,

Benazir, who has hved i exil
since helore the convietion, will be
retried and laces other corrupion
alleganons. But has said the
court has vindicated her and
opened the. way for her returm (o
lead the democracy movement
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Three security |
personnel killed
in Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar

Three Indian security personnel
were killed and 21 people injured in
separatist-linked violence in
Kashmirvesterday.

An Indian soldier was killed and
three others wounded when sus-
pected militants attacked a camp of
the Rashtriya Rifles -- the Indian
army's counter-msurgency wing --
on the outskirts of Sopore, 50 km
north of Kashmir’'s summer capital
Srinagar.

The.area was immediately cor-
doned off and a search operation
launched, a police spokesman said.

In another incident, two mem-
bers of the paramilitary Indo-
[ibetan Border Police (ITBP) -- one
of them an officer -- were killed
when their vehicle drove over a
landmine in Vailoo village, 65 km
south of Srinagar.

Twelve ITBP personnel and three
civilians were also injured in the

’.ﬂplminn_

The vehicle was on i1s way 10
Anantnag, alter evacuating (wo
personnel injured in another blast
which 100k place a1 Badivar village
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PHOTO AFP

US Secretary of State Colin Powell (R) shakes hands with former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev (L) during a
meeting on Monday at the Harry S. Truman State Department in Washington, DC.

in Kokernag, 80 km south ol
Srinagar.

Suspected militants also (rig-
gered alandmine in Pampore, 15km
south of Srinagar, injuring one I TBP
member

Japan to provide
$2.5m for |

Palestinians
“D_l_jﬁ. Toky

AP, Pidgorica. Yugaslkania
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planstosplit fromYugoslavia,

Japan annawnced yesierday it will
give almost 300 million ven (2.5
million dollars) 1o the UN
Development Programme (UNDP)
10 help Palestimans sulfernng eco-
nomically as a result of the cantlici
with Israel

Forcign Mimister Yoheir Kono
informeoed the cabimet of the decision
1o provide the additional aid te the

,_1*.1In|mi;m- in a bid 1o suppart the
stalled Middle Last prace procoess,
the ministry said,

Last December, Japan decided 1o
give 120,000 dollars in emergency
assistance 10 the UNDP o help
create employment for Palestinians
who have lost their jobs since the
latest wave of violence in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip erupted in late
September,

Many Palestinians live in poverty
due inpart 10 an econoimnic blockade
imposed on the Palestinian
Authority by Isracl since (the start ol
the latestuprising

nentsof independence.

Kosovo, Macedoniaand Bosnia,

keep has governnmentim power

ity of violence

side of the pro-Yogoshav faction,
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Flection resulls showed Montenegro sharply divided
over the queston ol independence Monday, raising
tears ol violence il the government presses lforward with

Furopean leaders urged President Milo Djukanovic
to back ofl the drive for independence bid alter the
parrow margin in Sunday's parliamentary clections
Resulis showed his secessiomsts winning around 42 per
cent of the vote, compared (o 40.6 per cent for OPPo-

Western nations have long fearcd that if Montenegro
breaks Trom Yugoslavig where it has resented domina-
tian by the larger republic, Serba it conid destabilise thic
Balkans hrther and loel secessionist movements in

The near tie, however, makes Dyjukanovic dependent
on even more lervent proponents ol independence o

Spokesman Miodrag Vokovic said Djukanovie would
form a new governing coalition with the separatist-
minded Liberal Pariy, which won 9 per cent of the vote,
and that togcther they would push for a referendum on
mdependence, perhaps as carly as June:

That in turn, is sure (o Tutther radicalise the sizable
pro-Yugoslavia laction, thereby increasing the possibil-

Both Serbia and Yugoslay lederal authorities say they
would nor use lorce 1o prevent .'sinr'ilt'lu.'ulu'h SUCOSsnn.
Bul any violence within-Montenegro would hkely draw
in thousands of Serb volunteers who would fight on the

In Belgrade, capital of Yugoslavia and Scrbia,
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Montenegro shar:ply divided
over independence move

Yugoslav leaders said they hoped Djukanovic would take

— e

the results as a signal not to hold a reterendum,

I ratonal thinking prevails alter this ... 1 hope the
new Montenegro government will ind more pros than
cons for staving in the Tederation.

satd Yugoslav Interion

Minister Zoran Zivkovice, He said he hoped Montenegro

Carand

wouldenter talks with Serbia onways tostavtogether
Furopeanollicials echoed that stance
I see that the population 1s basicallv sphit,”
Stoudmann, a
Orgamsation lor Security and Cooperation in Europe. A

said

semor representative ol the

relerendum "would notbewise, hesmd

In Brussels, U lorelgn policy chiel Javier Solana
repeated the Furopean Unlon stance opposing unilut-
cral steps “contrary to the stabilivv of the region

Lhe Toreign mimister of Sweden, which holds the

talating FU presidency, urged Monienepro (o resume

future,

Sserons negotiations” with Serbia “on their commuon
\nna Lindh sind the election results gave "no

clearmamdate  Jorgoing aheadwith areferendum

Pro-Yugosiavia vaters have said they would boycott
any relerendum  which would likely doom it from the
start since al least 50 per cent ol all eligible voters must
participate lorsuch a plebiscite 1o be valid

Farlier, belore the closeness of Sunday's resulis
became known, Djokanovie's “Victory Belongs (o
Montenegrao™ proclaimed i1s victory over the anti-

imdependence “Together Tor Yagoslavia

We made a huge step toward independent
Maontenegro,” Djukanovic said, as supporters chanted:
~Wewant our country,”

Bul the narrow margin emboldened both the opposi-
tion and the most fervent backers ol independence
representedby the Liberal Party.
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100 illegal
immigrants
arrested in UK

\IP, London

British police arrested more than
100 P H|:|l' in a senes ol pre-dawn
raids against a suspected interna
tional operation smugghng illegal
mmigrants into the country.

he round-up, code-named
Operation Leighton, is believed 1o
he the largestolits Kind m Britam

[lundreds ol police were
imvolved in swoops on 28 homes in
."“mlllh.il‘l'||'llnl‘r. on | IIL',LHHI s south
Crn coast.

Fhey also staopped vans carnying
suspected illegal immigrant work
ers, several hundred ol whom were
later bemng quizzed by police. Many
ol them are said 1o be lrom Poland.

Police believe the Newtown aread
of Southampton may be at the
centre of an imternational operation
which smuggles people into Britain,
and may itsellf be being run by illegal
immigrants who arrived some time
dR0).

[he suspected illegal immigranis
are believed to have been working in
the packaging and agricultural
industiries while staying in
Southampton.

Officials said the immigration
racket organisers could be with-
holding wages as pavment lor get-
Ling immigrantsinto Britain.

Police spokeswoman Susan
Rolling said there were (wo elements
to the raids -- tackling people-
smuggling, then helping the illegal
nmmigrants.

The illegal immigrants arrested
[uesday who want to return home
could be deported within three days,
although they have theright toapply
forasylum.

'Mandela, Chirac
most humorous
world leaders'

RIUII RS, United Nations

— . —— S

Secretary-General Kofi Annan told a
youth magazine he considered
former South African President
Nelson Mandela and French
President Jacques Chirac the most
humorous world had
met.

In an interview published in the
May issue of Nickelodeon magazine,
Annan was asked which world
leader had the best sense ol humour,

"Nelson Mandela has a good
humour. And so
Jacques Chirac,” hereplied

He was also asked in the inter-
view, headlined "Kohi Break,” what
country he would like to
addition to "some 90" nations he
had visited.

"Mongolia. Historically it's
interesting it's where Genghis Khan
came Irom,” Annan said, referring to
the 13th century Mongol congueron
whose empire spanned from China
1o Lurope

12 more killed
in Bihar poll
violence

I'I\I). it

leaders he

sense ol does

See In

Large-seale violence and vote fraud
marred the tourth stage ol local
clectons i India’s most lawless
sate, where at least 12 people were
killed on Monday, police said.

Ihose killed ineluded two naagis-
trates and contestant,
Irust ol India news agency said.
Detinds were not immediately avail
able

AS many as bd people have been
Killed so Tar in Bihar's hive-phase
staggered polls, which began on
April 11 The voting will be com
pleted o April 3o

Home Secretary UN Panglar said
33 people we re injured in violence
and more than 1,000 |u'n|||1‘ wure
arrested lor trying to capture voting
stations and stull the ballot boxes in
sevendistricts,

Police seized 145 crude bombs,
L4 guns, 31 locally made pistols and
SO7 bullets lrom those arrested,

one |’lt"~.\.
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The older Kidd class destroyers (top) and MH-53 helicopters are among the
weaponry Taiwan will be offered for purchase.
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Lankan army on red alert
as Tigers pull out of truce

AFP, Colombuo
Sri Lanka's police and army were
|1I.lllL| on red alerl j,t'\hlmL!‘_\ ds
lamil Tiger rebels withdrew [rom
their one-sided truce, dimming
prospects of carly peace talks, olh-
Clals said,
SCCUn asked 1o
prepare lor attacks by the separatisl
Liberation Tigers ol Tamil Eelam

(11T in the embattled northern

lOIces Wert

and eastern regions as well as in the

capital Colombo, military olhcials
here said.
I'he army did not lower the

guard before, but with the new
development, the Ligers may Iry 1o
escalate attacks 1o make a pont,” a
military held commander in the
north of the island said by tele
phone

He said troops manning delence
lines were bracing for rebel assanlis

while random checks in populated
arcas were being stepped up Lo
prevent bomb attacks by the Tigers

H'It' llr!l

Monday that government forces had

said m a statement

taken advantage ol their unilateral
truce and killed more than 160
rchels and wounded more than 400
sInce 1he cease-hire was ed by

themonChnstmas bve

the L1 launched d scalh
ing altack against the US, Britam
Furopean nations and neighbour-

|I|"\‘ !

ing India lor not pressurnng the Sn
. ankan President
(handrnka Kumaratunga to recipre

government ol

catethe unilateral truce

| he government had earlier said
that a umetable lor Norwegian
talks with the LI'1]
announced by the end ol

}-LH Kt 1] I'-! Al
would b
thismonth

with the sudden with

111

Howeves
drawal ol the

IrLIc

roam 1Hhi

Israel mulls peace plan, ﬁled es

political analysis and diplomals
feared 1he
mayv be turther delaved.

| hie

carned

111 L -, ||:_T I.'[|-.--, :.I’fnl %5
ligers said they had nol
out attacks in Colombo in
had

outside

the past Tour months and

stabilin
embattled

|.-~‘.|||Ir'I'T _1'['11"".'

Itu- I-‘Lll'l;j ) 3‘!.-1'1.!1

casiermuregions

14 i
v lihe

our uniateral cease-hre

provided the basis lor hope and
optimisim and brought lour tnonins
[ F[H 1ce and stabihiry 1o 1the Sinhala

south, the same period has brought

var. violence, death and destruction
unione lamils im 1 M h |
the b TEsaid

lhe ligel nad arncd | S
monih il ] would pull eut ol
in LU uniess the govermment
3 [*I'lL! 1S Hensive and re r
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to ease blockade

r'iFP. Jerusalem

Israel signalled yesterday that a
Jordan-Egypt peace plan could help
rescue talks with the Palestinians,
and pledged 10 ease the choking
blockade on the occupied territories
after security chiels agreed to work
10 restore calm after seven months
of bloodshed.

"The fourth version ol this plan
which has been presented to us
could allow us 1o go into a discus-
sion on fundamental issues,
Israel's Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres told Israeli publicradio

He said the first three versions ol
the proposal aimed at quelling the
violence that has cost more than 480
lives were "notacceptablelous.”

According to the Israeli media,
the plan calls for steps (o cease the
violence and confidence-building
measures, including a halt to Israel's
settlement activities in occupied
territory, a lifting of the blockade
and a troop withdrawal to positions
before the outbreak of the violence
nlate September.

he Palestimians would guaran
tee a renewal of securily cooperd
tion and end incitement to violence

L —. - ————— T e i A T T ., T R 5 P T Wt Sy W

After a period of calm, negotiations
would resume on a final
agreement, based on “progress
achieved during previous rounds,
with adeadline ofone year

At a US-hosted meeting Monday
night, Israeli and Palestiman secu-
rity officials agreed to reduce vio-
lence and improve cooperanon
following arash of bomb attacks thal
had threatened to derail ellorts to
end the highting

Defence Minister Binyamin Ben
Eliezer said he was rﬂl.ullrtlj.:l.'d l""}
the outcome, although previous
such encounters failed to achieve
much progress on the ground

Israel, under 1ts hardline Prime
Minister Aniel Sharon,
unleashed a senes of heavy bom
bardments ol the Gaza Strip and
briefly reoccupied Palestinian land
in response (o Palestinian mortal
attacks on Israeh targets

Slatus

last week

lhe conclusions are good bul
the problem is the implementation

on the ground. Contrary to all the
experts, Mr. Aralat controls the
situation on the gltnumi_ Ben

Fliczer 1old army radio, speaking ol
Padestiiman leader Yasser Aralat
[t was enough for him to bt a

e .,
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finger to halt the mortar hire because
he understood thal s

and his intemanonal stand-

it harms
image
ing to be associated with terronslt

dclivinies

But a senior secunty official was
guoted by both radio stations as
saying it was not possible to reach
peace in the next decade with Aralal

has nol .;’!‘LH.L] 'r“.ni the
he .!tEI'{”l d in

because he
anti-Isracli strategy
the 14964)s

He has gIven the Impre ssi1on 10
[slamic terronst organisations such

as Hamas and Jihad that they can

continue their auacks 1n Israel
territorv.” the unnamed ofhical
added

'he armed wing of Hamas, the
main Palestimian Islamic move-

ment, on Monday claimed a suncide
bomb attack i the
Kfar Saba the day before that killed
the bomber and

Israeli town ol

an Israeli doctor
and wounded dozens more

Israel was on alert lor more such
attacks ahead
pendence day on Thursday, amid

Lthoe country s inde

fierv speeches from an  Islamig
nference in lran calling lor an
unrelenting wari

s . ————— e T S . T, . i gl Tl T T e R

PHOTO AFP

Police vans escort trucks carrying highly radioactive nuclear waste yesterday as they leave the nuclear power plant
in Neckarwestheim, Germany. Three wagons headed for Walheim, where the waste containers are being transferred
to rail wagons to begin a journey to the British Nuclear Fuels reprocessing centre at Sellafield. The shipment left the
nuclear power plant three hour$ behind schedule after antisnuclear protesters again tried te block the shipment.



