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~ Different socio-cultural and
~ political organisations have con-
- demned the attack on joumnalist
~ ProbirSikdar, =

~ Inseparate statements yesterday,
~ theleadersoftheo ations held
~ the anti-liberation forces responsi-

ir

Jiate arrestofthe culprits.
Minister for Environment and
st Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury in a
Sstatement yesterday condemned
~the attack on Probir. She blamed the
~anti-liberation forces for the attack
~and demanded immediate arrest of
~ thoseinvolved.,
~ Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
. Committee in a statement said the
i ii-liberation forces are attacking
~ those who are writing against them.
~ The Committee demanded punish-
~ menttotheculprits,
- Bangladesh Federal Union of
~ Journalists (BFUJ) and Dhaka Union
~ of Journalists (DU)) yesterday pro-
~ tested attacks on journalists in
~ different parts of the country.
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- The union leaders also con-
* demned the artack on the Faridpur
- g eorrespondent of Dainik
anakantha and demanded immedi-
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condemned

“ble for the attack and demanded

journalist

ate arrest of the culprits.

Sounding a note of caution
against the government and politi-
cal parties, the BrJJ and DU]J lead-
ers said journalist community will

- g0 for tougher programmes il such
attacks onnewsmen are notstopped
immediately. 4

‘Dhaka Reporters Unity has

- expressed deep concern over the

'utllckﬁ_" m_-jg::ﬁilhts in Chittagong I

andFaridpur,

~ DRU president M Anwarul Hug
and general secretary Motaher
Hossain Masum in a statement
yesterday strongly condemned the
attacks and demanded exemplary
punishmentto the culprits,

Ain O Salish Kendra condemned |
the attack on Probir Sikder and
demanded immediate arrests of the
culprits,

Bishwa Bangla Bhasha Parishad
in a statement said “We are deeply
shocked at the attempt on the life of
journalist Probir Sikder.

President and general secretary
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
Bahadur Bepari and Ajoy Kar
Khokan in a joint statement also
condemned the attack on journalist
Pobir Sikder and demanded trial ol
those involved.

FROM PAGE 12

Barrister Ishtiag Ahmed said he was

frustrated 1o see heinous and inhu-
~ man acis ol crime go on unabated..

= "It becomes evident Trom newspa-

per reports that people Trom all
walks of lile except leading polin-

S gians are beingkilled.”

y The eminent lawyer asked the
- gowwrmment not to deceive people
* by lollowing the waditional way of
~investigation into the Ramna car-
nage.  Make the probe report public
at the carlicst so that the incident
does not get lost,” he said asking 1o
muobilise public opinion against
such incident. Oflering legal assis-
tance from the lawvers’ community,
he suggested that a special bomb
squad of the police be formed (10
ensure security at big public gather-
ing.

Professor Anisuzzaman said
nothing cllective had so far been
done to punish the people responsi-
ble forthe bombing el bombing thai
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i;’i‘f- . were taking place onealter another.
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L 11e urged all the cuftural organi-
Chamber ol Commerce and

Industry (MCCI) Latfur Rahman
oned if the investigation into
the Ramna blasting would be a
repetition of what had happened to
similarincidentsinthe past.

The noted business leader won-
dered why the police allowed mas-
sive gathering at the spot of the blast
and why they dhd not cordon off the
area for proper investigation,

Stressing the needtur specialised
a@nd well-trained police force to deal
with such incident, he proposed for

- bringing in experts from abroad, if
necessary.

% "We're not vet clear about the

‘nature of bombs being used.
- Investigation into such incident has
1o be made prolessionally and in an
_objective manner,” Kahman said.
Vice-chairman of the Supreme
Court Bar Council Barnster Amirul
Islam said such bomb incidenis
should be looked at in the context of
existing political situation.
He termed the opposition
demand for judicial inquiry in the
incident "a cheap political slogan”.

‘Objective investigation

He said such a demand designed to
simplify the process of trial had
raised doubits if it was motivated to
hide the real culprits,

Barrister Islam blamedthe politi-
cal parties for politicking with the
Ramna blast and other such inci-
dents and accused the state-run
intelligence agencies ol geting
involved with polinics,

On lengthy trial of terrorists, the
noted jurist said pressure should be
mounted on the Chiel Justice, the
Inspector General of Police and the
Home Secretary so that investiga-
tion and trial in the major incidents
ol bombing were done quickly.

Director General of Bangla
Academy Dr. Rafigul Islam said
homb attacks on the Bangla New
Year celebration was aimed at turn-
ing the Pahela Baishakh into an
nccasion of mourning. “The attack-
ers wanted to destroy the Bangalee
culture,” hesaid adding that besides
protests private security should be
vnsur‘l%us@pmgmmmes.

Baslur Rahman, editor of the
taking place unchegked and blamed
the F,m*emmenl agencies forlacking
professionalism dealing with
such incidenis.

The elderly journalist criticised
the court for granung bails to the
accused whenever big lawyers stood
forthem.

Prominent cultural activist
Ramendu Majumdar demanded
that the parliament be summoned
immediately to pass law tor tnal of
the culpnis of the Kamna bombing
ataspecial tnbunal.

To resist such incident, he pro-
posed arrangement of more
programmes to highlight the
essence of Bangalee culture.

Journalist Santosh Gupla said
the exasting political culture must be
changed (0 help stop recurrence of
suchincidents.

Among others, journalists
Haroon Habib, Baby Moudud,
cultural activist Mahmud Selim,
Engineer Golam Rabbani, Hena Das
ang Golam Quddus also spoke at the

discussion, moderated by Dr.
SarwarAli of Chhayanaut.
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- Move to defuse tension
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~ According to reports [rom across
_ border, BSF is evacuaring villag-
~ erstosaler places. the message Sﬂiif
Indian li? Commissioner in
! al Tripathy met Forei
" Minister Abdus Samad while
Bangladesh |igh Commissioner in
3 I Musrafa Faruk Muhammad
held 1alks with the Indian External
Affairs Secrerary.

Muazzem Ali said the foreign
ministry will investigate a complaini
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B:i - by India that bodies of some of BSF

S nel handed over on Iriday
were found mutilated, ;
% iﬁm?'m' g 10 questions, he said
some of the bodies of BSF personnel
- Were recovered by BDR and some by
local e. There was also the
matter of decomposition of hodies
dlqmdapse oftime, hesaid.
le however cxpressed disgust
=___, over the way one local newspaper
& printed the photo of a body of a BSE
man being carricd with bamboo
polesinthe border arca.
- Pressed by newsman whether
any time-frame has been fixed for
the investigation, the foreign secre-
tary said, “\We should not commii a

z:~ pecific (ime-lrame, as a proper
~prbe will require time, The situa-

~ Mon in the border is about 1o return

1o normalcy alter 48 hours of skir-
mishes, All the local peaple are yet 1o
Murn o their homes, The investiga-
o will be done in line with 1
~teneern  expressed by the Indian

4, llt added, “We will give our

- eport along with the reports of
iropscs.”

5 Maanwhile Dr Anwar Hossain

_dnd DrAbul Mansur who conducted

Opsics of the 15 bodies of BSE
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“kilfed by bullets”

“Our experience indicates thal
intruders are beaten by villagers
whenever they enter another's
territory. It happenedin the past bui
inthis case it cannot be said without
investigation.”

Asked why BDR did not have ful)
control, he replied, "BDR dis-
charged its duties valiantly and
courageously. They were not ade-
quate in number to deal with an
adverse situation. Local people got
nvolved as it happens in such bor-
der skirmishes”.

About the Indian claim that there
were more bodies of BSF men, he
said, "We will also look into that
allegation. Border forces of both
sides have decided that they will
search their respective terrijories (or
missing bodies, arms and ammuni-
tion, and il recovered, those will be
returned to the other side.

The two injured BFS men cap-
tured during the skirmishes are
undergoing treatment in Dhaka and |
may be handed over to Indian
authorities in a day or two if doctors
permit, he said.

Asked to comment on Indian
Home Minister L KAdvani's remarks
that BDR committed excesses, he
said, "Itis a comment by an honour-
able Indian minister. [t is his per-
sanal opinion. As foreign secretary,
it is not proper for me 1o comment
on the remarks of an esteemed
minister”.

His i:.nw:minn h:ai;“ drawn (o
reports in sonie newspapers
that foreign minist mug'lh\' an
explanation from the Director
General of BDR. Hesaid, "Thisis not
correct. The foreign ministry has no
jurisdiction over BDR, which is
urlllwll'mlmi 1b.;li;lwiminhr.lrgi’"

1gn Minister Abdus Samad
Mmaﬁmkcd by BBC last nigh
how he would react 1o India's “re-
sentment”.
’ 1}:- foreign lmfnhm said, 'J‘
country can always express its
resentment. It is their - tion. We
have not committed  anything

e
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PM to address
3 public rallies
in Khulna,
Bagerhat today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Kliulna

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
expected to address three public
meetings in Khulna and Bagerhat
districts today.

According to official source, the
prime minister will address a public
meeting at Pather bazar of Digholia

- upazilaof Khulna district.

She will address the second
public meeting at Mongla alter
inaugurating a newly constructed
touristmotel there,

In the afternoon, the prime
minister will address, the last public
meeting of the day after laying
foundation stone of a bridge over
Bishna river and inaugurating
Daudkhali bridge in Rampal upazila
of Bagerhat district, officials sources
said.

Probir improvin
P 8

FROM PAGE 1

the capital.

Our Stalf Correspondent in
Dhaka adds: Probir Sikder is now
fighting for life at the National
Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases
(NICVD),

“Although Probir is now con-
scious, he is not out of danger. His
condition is gradually improving,”
said the on-duty doctor at the
Intensive Care Unit of NICVD.

According to the doctors and
sources In the Pangu  Hospital,
Probir suffered multiple fractures in
his right thigh due to bullet injuries
and two main veins (blood vessels)
also ruptured bevond repair. He also
sulfered serious bullet injuries in his
leltarm.,

Doctors said Probir’s lemur
bone in the thigh broke into six
pieces, which was partially hxed at
the Pangu hospital in a major opera-
tion Friday night from 10 1o 11:30
p.m.

Alter he shipped into cons-
clousness, the docrors at NICVD
performed a bypass gralting
which involved reconnecting his
veins taken from other parts of his
bodyv.

Businessmen

FROM PAGE 12

Itis necessary for the government (o
take steps to create an atmosphere
conducive to economic and busi-
nessactivities, he said.

President of the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) Latifur Rahman,
President of the Foreign Investors'
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) Wali Bhuiyan,
President of the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
Benajir Ahmed and President of the
Agro-Processing Industries
Association Major General (retd.)
Amjad Khan Chowdhury and other
chamber and trade association
leaders were present on the occa-
sion.

In the middle of the press
conference, a group of about
25 people including some FBCCI
staff members led by a section of
the Shop-owners' Association
came to the venue with a white-flag
procession in protest against har-
tals.

At the instruction of the FBCCI
president, visibly perturbed by the
incident, they called ofl the proces-
sion.

Quoting a recent Asian
Development Bank (ADB) report,
Haroon said the country's export
growth declined by 5.5 percentage
points during the last two months
due to hantals and other political
agitation. "If this situation persists,
the export growth will decline fur-
ther.”

Regarding their move to meet the
President, Prime Minister and
opposition leaders 1o discuss their
problems arising out of political
crisis and other issues, Haroon said
they have already sought appoint-
ments and wre waiting for their
response.

-
!

NEWS

g ‘L!'-.,!_t;.m.lliﬁrr.'ﬂ'w_m :---—r L y
g ¥ T A N L o

SRl

B et G DR g L b - o 0T
& Py i : X

~

Delhi protests 'mutilation’

FROM PAGE 1
border,” he said amid speculation

that Delhi may or was likely to have
sought anapology.

"I am not aware if India has
sought an apology from
Bangladesh,” Mohammad said and
declined to offer details of his meet-
ingwith lyer,

Media reports had suggested that
Vajpayee would speak to his
Bangladeshi counterpart Sheikh
Hasina on the subject.

"Reports that prime minister will
be speaking to his Bangladesh
counterpart are not correct,” the
official said.

Earlier, Vajpayee took a serious
view of the mutilation of bodies
of 15 BSF soldiers killed in border
skirmishes, a PMO spokesman
said,

Vajpayee spoke yesterday morn-
ing to Home Minister L K Advani
who is away in Ahmedabad and also
to BSF Director General Gurbachan
Jagat in Shillong, the spokesman

added.

BSS adds: A spokesman of the
External Alfairs Ministry said pro-
test was also lodged about destruc-
tion of mecrly ol Indian villagers
even alter the two governments had
agreed through diplomatic channel
to restore status quo ante and defuse
tension,

He said the government of
Bangladesh was asked to return
immediately the two injured BSF
men undergoing treatment at a
hospitalin Dhaka.

The spokesman said it was
emphasized that such unfortunate
incidents were not in keeping with
friendly relations between the two
friendly countries and those must
be prevented.

Foreign Secretary Ms Iyer had
talks with her Bangladesh counter-
part Syed Moazzem Ali by phone, he
uddL'J.

The spokesman said the Indian
High Commissioner in Dhaka
Manilal Tripathi met Bangladesh

Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad
and was assured that all aspects of
these unfortunate incidents would
beinvestigated,

Replying to a question, he said
security personnel should be
treated with dignity at any situation.

"The inhuman treatment meted
out to dead BSF personnel is unac-
ceptable,” hetold a questioner.

P11 adds: The CPI-M yesterday
demanded a credible explanation
immediately from the Vajpayee
government on the situation along
the northeastern borders.

Expressing concern over if, the
party politburo in a statement said
the "barbaric killing" of 15 BSF
personnel on the Bangladesh side,
when both countries have close and
friendly ties, has shocked the coun-
ry.

It said the Vajpayee government
must immediately provide a credi-
ble explanation as to how such a
situation came into being on the
northeastern borders.

Demarcate city lakes
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stream, and constructing walkways
and shades around the periphery ol
the lakes.

Expressing concern over the
gradual transformation of residen-
tial areas into commercial com-
plexes, the students called for creat-
ing awareness among the neighbor-
hoods to prevent the lakes from
going into the hands ol the illegal
occupants.

They called upon the authorities
concerned to introduce a good
sewerage disposal scheme to ensure
that the lakes and otherwater bodies
are free ol pollution.

Editor of The Daily Stai
Mahfuz Anam said that the city's
water bodies are no longer an issue
for bencfliciaries, instead it is an
issue of survival. He said lakes ol the
city are absolutely in a dangerous
state due to negligence by the

authorities.

Initiating the discussion, Head ol
the Architecture Department ol
BULET Prol. Shahidul Amin said the
lakes ol the capital are now prob-
lem-ridden due to ignorance by the
authorities concerned,

“"Many ol the city's water bodies
have already disappeared while the
restis going todisappear soon, ™

Prol. Nizamuddin said that the
city lakes are in real danger due 10
requent encroachment and pollu
fon, creating an adverse impact on
the city's environment.

He suggested that opinion be
sought from the experts and the
neighbourhoods belore implement-
ing any development project in the
lake areas. "A policy which will
ensure ecological protection ol
the lakes should be taken immedi-
ately.”

Architect Igbal Tabib ol Vin

Shadhin remanded again

mosque in the city's Matuail area
by the Detective Branch and later
placed on a five-day remand. Police
produced him belore the CMM's
Court vesterday alter completion ol
the remand.

DB vesterday sought another five
days’ remand "to verify some infor-
mation given by Shadhin.'

Out of Shadhin's four room-
mates, Jashim Uddin, 25, was killed
in the Batamul blast while another
identified as Rafiqul Islam
Mahabub, 26, was seriously injured
in the incident. Rafiqul is now
undergoing treatment at the Dhaka
CMH.

Meanwhile, DB has so far failed
to identify or trace the bearded man
wearinga turban and long robe, who
had been desperately trying to pull a
number of dead bodies after the
blast, sources said.

Till yesterday, DB failed to come
up with any major breakthrough in
the incident. But sources said DB
and the City Special Branch (SB) are

Sthapati Brindo Ltd., consultant for
the Dhanmondi Lake Development
Project, said a good management

policy could ensure a peaceful life in |

the neighbourhoods.

Admitting poor condition of the
city lakes, Dhaka WASA Chiel
Engineer Kazi Mohammad Shish
said, "If we want to solve the prob-
lem we will have to 1ag it with all
other problems of the city.”

He said a well-planned policy
involving all sectors concerned

should betakenup to givethe lakesa |

new lease ol life, which are consid-
eredasthe city slungs

Prol. Badruzzaman, Prol. Golam |

Rahman and Lainunnahar Rekha ol

BUET, Azizul Haq and Kazi Golam |

Hahz ol Rajuk, Gouri Sangkar Ray ol

Khulna University, Dr Abdus Sattar |

sved ol UNICEF and Abdul
Mohahim of Urban Development
alsospokeon the occasion.

now locked ina row over the arrest ol
two persons on Thursday by SB,
SOUrces said,

DB has been given the ollicial
responsibility to investigate the
Ramna incident which lelt nine
people killed and about 20 others
injured. All agencies including the
SB are supposed 1o cooperate with
the DB personnel in the investiga-
tion, said a official concerned. But
soon after SB arrested Motiur
Rahman, a cousin ol Jashim, and
JCD acuwvist Yasin on Thursday, DB
refused to accept the action
following which SB produced them
before the CMM's Court Friday
showing them arrest under Section
54 of the CrPC. SB also sought a
seven-day remand for both ol them
and the court granted five days'
remand.

Anumberof DB officials said that
the two arrested by the SB were not
involved in the Ramna incident
while SB officials were found contli-
dent about their involvement.

e ——————————— e = e — . —

Senior police officials feared that
this ‘'musunderstanding’ berween
the two departments ol police might
hamper the investigation

SBinterrogated Motiur and Yasin
al the SB ollice in the city yvesterday
alternoon alter bringing them Iram
Demra and Hajanibagh thana cus-
Todyrespectively.

Meanwhile, a body of the nine
blast victims still remained
unclaimed at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital morgue.

Opposition

=

[hey also urged people to make the
72-hour hartal beginning tomorrow
a success.

City unit of All Party Action
Committee will bring out torch
processions from 11 points ol the
city today to make the 72-hour
hartal asuccess, said apressrelease.

Prior to the procession, a rally
will be held in front of the BNP
central office with Sadek Hossain
Khoka MP in the chair.

Nagorik Andolan vows

FROMPAGE 12

Chowdhury, A T M Badrul Islam,
Mohammad Harun, Ms Shafina
Lohani, Anwara Begum, Advocate
Ali Azam Bhuiyan, Sushanta Kumar
Majumder, Prof Lokman Hamid and
Wahiduzzaman also spoke.

The convention unanimously
clected Prol Kabir Chowdhury and
Dr Qazi Faruque Ahmed as presi-
dent and secretary general respec-
tively of CCM for a two-vyear term. It
also approved various divisional,
district, metropolitan and upazila
committees,

Speaking on the occasion Prof
Kabir Chowdhury said that the
fundamentalist forces were out to
destroy the country. In such a situa-
tion the members ol the civil society
have special role to play. |

"We must not vote for those
candidates who have no faith in the
spirit of the War ol Independence or

who want to win the election
through muscle power and black
money,” ProfChoudhury said.

Dr Qazi Faruque Ahmed said in
the past, members of the civil soci-
ety and professionals played com-
mendable roles in various national
movements and brought victory for
the people. Unfortunately, in the
absence of any organised platform
and continuation of the struggle, the
“accumulated victory” could not
consolidate which frustrated the
naton.

Considering such situation Dr
Faruque said, initiatives have been
taken to unite the members ol the
cvil society under a platform to
render an integrated service at the
critical moment ol the nation. He
also underlined the role of the civil
society al the present moment as
wellasitsrole toplay in future,

In the aftermoon session. the

to foil

convention adopted an action
programme (o attain various objec-
tives of the CCM. The convention
decided to hold rallies and meetings
at district and upazila levels till July
this year, form human chain at local
and national levels and conduct a
signature campaign in support of
various demands of the CCM.

I he convention also decided to
launch advocacy drnive so that fun-
damentalists, latwabaz, corrupt
clements, terrorists and anti-
liberation forces could not get nomi-
nations Irom any political parties
in the next genceral election. It also
took resolutions to conduct voters'
education programme (0 create
awareness about their right ol Iran-
chise.

The convention also decided 1o
resist issueless hartals which bring
miseries to the people and destroy
national economy.

Major pro-Islamic political parties

FROM PAGE 1

tonswhich are inherentin Bangalee
culture. People of all walks of life
celebrate Pahela Baishakh through
elaborate programmes,

Some of them however said a
section of so-called progressive
peopleare trying to add alien culture
10 Bangalee culture, which is harm-
ing “out thousand years' tradition”.

They claimed that Mongol
Pradip (lighting of candle), bringing
out of procession with dummies ol
animals, wearing mask and ulki
(painting on the face) cre. were
contrary 1o Islam, Ulki was never a
partof Bangalee culture, they said.

The pro-Islamic parties now
involved in the anti-governmeni
movement do not bring out ‘torch
procession” because they compare
the “torch’ with agni puja (worship-
ping fire), which is part of Hindu
culture.

A senior leader of Jamaat-e-
Islami seeking anonymity said, “1The
Pabely Baishakh celebration is an
mtegral part of our cultare, heritage
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and tradition, Bangla calendar is
similar to Islamic calendar.
Moreover, Bangla calendar was
introduced by Muslims,”

Acting sccretary general of
Jamaatr Mubammad
Kamaruzzaman said his party never
raised any objection or made any
comment against celebration ol
Pahela Baishakh and other days and
occasions which are part ol
Bangalee culture and tradition, Bul
Jamaat and Islamic scholars always
condemn and pratest nakedness in
the name of culture.

He said the Awami League gov-
crnment, without any inquiry,
instantly blames Jamaat and other
pro-Islamic parties for any bomb
explosion or other incident ol vio-
lence, whichis not correct,

The government blames us 1o
show the western world that there is
fundamentalism in Bangladesh and
that AL s fighting alone against this.
They (AL government) have joined
hamds with the Western world which

\ 37
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IS frying to portray Muslims, their
countries and organisations as
terrorsts, Kamaruzzaman said.

Another senior leader of Jamaal
said the so-called religious forces
also want to turn Bangladesh into a
Talibani state, which according 1o
him, is a "loolish dream”, He said
there are zealots and reactionary
lorces among people ol every reli-
pion, but their number is insignifi-
cant in Bangladesh compared 1o
that that in India,

A top leader of 10 said some
literate so-called religious leadors
and reactionary quarters misinter-
pret sk,

They also express theirown views
on many things including politics
and culture. They say observance of
Fkushey February, Pahela Baishakh
ere, are anti<Islamic, which is not
carrect,

He said his party has not given
Hlatwa” (religious edict) on any issue
except the first day of April. "April
Fool is not part of Bangalee culture,

Sashantantra

Enemies ol Islam celebrate the day
because on this day they betooled

and killed MuslimsinSpain, he said.

Joint Secretary General of Iskani
Andolon ABM
Enayvetuddin said Pahela Baishakh is

linked with the life of Bangalees in
many ways and this day is being
celebrated lfor centuries.

Condemning the bomb explo-

ston at the Ramma Batabul, he sad

the government is giving protection
(o the culprits and hiding its failure
by promptly blaming pro-Islamic
parties lor this,

All the leaders strongly denied
involvement of pro-Islamic parties
in bomb explosions ar the Udichi
function in Jessore, CPR's public
mecting ot Paltan Maidan and al
Ramna Batmul on the Pahela
Baishakh, Islam never permils
violence, killing ol innocent people
and provocation.

They demanded exemplary
punishment ol those involved in the
bomb explosions.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Police recovered a mobile phone
from the possession of Bublu
Mollah, the main accused in AL
leader Kalidas Boral Murder Case,

The mobile phone contains
numbers of 108 people includin
senior Awami League and BN
leaders of the Bagerhat district,
police said.

Bablu has disclosed names of
those who talked to him frequently
over mobile phone regarding execu-
tion of the conspiracy to kill Kalidas
Boral.

Babluis yet 1o sayanything about
illegal arms used to kill Boral, But he
has given some information about
the conspiracy of the murder and
the masterminds.

Bablu Molla, PBCP cadre, was
interrogated by a team of police
officials. lle confessed his involve-
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Kalidas Murder Case
Mobile phone seized

from Bablu: AL, BNP
leaders worried

ment in several murders and terror-
Ist activities in favour of the ruling
party after 1996 general elections.

Police quoting him said some
leaders of AL and BNP of Bagerhat
helped form a separate strong group
ol armed cadres and set up an arms
lactory.

His cadres started their mission
by committing a dacoity in
Chitalmari branch of Sonali Bank in
1997. He used 1o maintain liaison
with outlawed organisations and
the two major political parties,
Bagerhat district police said.

Police officials are in a fix what to
do and how to deal with mobile
phone numbers of top political
leaders of the district recovered
from Bablu.

A BNP leader is reportedly trying
to secure Bablu's bail from the court
at anycost, police said yesterday.

Bangladesh

FROM PAGE 1
(ake a firm grip on the maltch, scor-
ing 457 in reply to the tourists’ 257 in
the first innings. Bangladesh were
on 91 lor two at stumps
Sub-standard ground fielding
and catching let down a bnlliant
bowling effort from Monjurul, The
left-arm pacer from Khulna came
close to a hattrick when he dis-
missed Zimbabwe captain Heath
Streak and Andy Blignaut with
successive balls in his second spell
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on the day. It was dlso the besi
blowing figures of a Bangladeshi in
fest cricket, bettering Naimurn
Rahman ssixtor 123 against Indiam
the inaugural Test last November

Bangladesh will howevel
remember the third day of their
lirst away Test for all the wrong
reasons. Thev were reduced 10 ten
men when wicketkeeper Khaled
Masood was unable to take the field
alter Iracturnng his right ankie dur
ing their warm-up before the start ol
play

[he home side, 1aking tull advan-
tage of as many as hve dropped
catches including two on the third
dav, piled on runs 1o 1ake a lead ol
200 belore bemng all out one-and-a-
hall hoursalter the lunch break

Bangladesh started disastroush
losing opener Mehrab Hossain for a
duck in the first over when the night-
hander dragged the -Glthehalkof

Heath Streak on to his stumps.

One-down Bashar and Javed
added 55 runs for the second wicket
and when they appeared set for a
bigger partnership the former
departed for 24, playing a rash shot
once again. Hhs dismissal was a
replay ol his first innings, where he
slashed outside the ofl-stump and
wds caught at point.

But there was more cause lor
concern lor coach Trevor Chappell,
whose elfort to improve the fielding
failed for the second successive day.

Skipper Naimur Rahman and
Akram Khan dropped two vital
catches in the slips as Zimbabwe,
resuming on 287 for five, went on to
add 170 runs.

Grant Flower, dropped on 24 by

on back foot

Monjurul on the second day, ham-
mered 68, He struck nine fours in his
more than four-hour vigil at the
crease.

Streak also had his share of luck
for his highest Test score of 67 that
mcluded seven firm hitsto the fence.
I'he home skipper, while on 39, was
let off by Sharif. It was Streak’s filth
hall-century, and his previous best
was 54 against New Zealand last
vear,

(;rant and Heath put on a record
sixth wicket stand of 120 runs on this
ground. eclipsing the previous best
of 107 by Sni Lanka opener Atapatiu
and De Saram im 1999-2000 season.

\kram Noored Nkala on one, and
the Tast bowler celebrated his new
lease of lile with a personal Test besi
ol 47. He struck seven boundaries.

(Scorecards and more stories on
Page 13)

Prof Sayed Ahmed
Khan dead

BSS, Dhaka

Prol Saved Ahmed Khan of Dhaka
University died ol heart attack at his
IFullar Road residence in the city last
evening. He was b3, ]

He left behind his wife, two sons
and a host of relauves and admirers
10 moum his-death, a DU-press
release said .

His namaj-e-janaza will be held
at the University Central Mosque
alter Zohr pravers today.

Vice-Chancellor of the univer-
sity, Prof A K Azad Chowdhury, Pro-
Vice-Chancellor Prof Mohammad
Shadat Ali, Treasurer Prof Abul
Hashem rushed to the residence of
the deceased immediately after
hearing the sad news.

Prof Kbhan completed his
Bachelor and Masters degree from
the Sociology Department of the
university in 1960 and 1961 respec-
tively and joined the same depart-
ment in 1973 as assistant professor.
He also artained LLB degree from
the university in 1967. He was the
director of Nazmul Karim Study
Centre

Environment Day

FROM PAGE 1
5 "independently and in a big way’,
meeting sources said.

It also decided to carry out all
environmental programmes inde-
pendently without having any link
withthe MOEE

'he World Environment Day had
so long been observed jointly by
MOEF and NGOs to highlight enwvi-
ronmental degradation and create
public awarenessin this regard.

he meeting was attended by
representatives of ADAB, TUCN,
FEJB, BIDS, BUE CARITAS, Gano
Chetana, Prism, CAMPE,
Unnanavan Sammonoy, Waste
Concernand BELA.

It was followed by another meet-
ing of the Coalition of Environ-
mental NGOs (CEN), chaired by Dr
Atig Rahman of Bangladesh Centre
for Development Studies,
Representatives of 51 NGOSs includ-
ing BRAC, Proshika, RDS, Swanirvar

Bangladesh and Nijera Kori partici-
pated.

It also endorsed the decision to
observe the World Environment Day
in a grand way, independent of the
MOEE

A two day programme was
chalked out, which include a day
long seminar, open discussion,
debate, rally and children’'s art
competition and a fair on environ-
ment,

A programme commiitee was
formed with representatives of
ADAB, CEN, BRAC, FEIB, CARITAS
and BELA.

Fhe meetings were attended by,
among others, Dr Asaduzzaman,
Shamsul Huda, Quamurul Islam
Chouhdury, Dr Ahsanuddin, Ms Ira
Rahman, Anwara Begum, Magsood
Sinha. Tapan Das, Ms Rizwana
Hasan and Sharif Shahabuddin.

PM: Armed forces

FROM PAGE 12

raising ceremony ol Bangladesh
Infantry Regimental Centre (BIRC)
at the Rajshahy Cantonment.

'he prime minister also asked
the members of the armed lorces 1o
perform their duties with utmost
sincerity. She hoped that they would
further brighten their image
through professional skill and elfi-
clency.

"You'll have to remain active 1o
acquire highest professional elli-
ciency through honesty, sincenity,
dutifulness and discipline,” Hasina
sald.

"We have kept the anmed forees
Iree from politics and established
the chain ol command,” she said.

The prime minister mentioned
the importance of the armed
forces in saleguarding countryv's
sovercignty and security, and
termed the Infantry a major part ol
the army.

She said the government has
formed the country’'s second infan-
try regiment alter the East Bengal

Regiment.

Fast Bengal Regiment was the
country's first infantry regiment,
which plaved a heroic role in the War
ol Independence, she recalled.
"We've fulfilled another commit-
ment 1o the army by establishing the
Bangladesh Infaniry Regimental
Centre.

Hasina praised the members of
the armed lorees Tor their role in UN
peacekeeping missions and at times
of natural disasters.

She said the government has
been leading the country taking the
armed lorces along with the people
(o ensure development in all sec-
tors. " For this, we've built up a mod-
ern and well-trained army.” |

Army Chief Lieutenant General
Harun Ar Rashid, Navy Chiel
Rear Admiral A Taher. Air Force
Chiel Air Vice-Marshal Jamal
Uddin and Commandant of the
newly-established Regimental
Centre Brigadier General
Mohammad Mahbub Haider Khan
WOre present.
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