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authorites.

faraway fromreality.

to the common person?

ofthestate.

Press precariously placed

Protectiveroleof the state missing

ET us repeat what we said in our editorial comment
on January 29 (Atrack on press again): It seems that
we, the people in the press, have become the most
vulnerable group of professionals in the country right now.
The reason is obvious: yet another journalist has fallen
prey to highhanded hoodlums. Prabir Sikder, the
Faridpur correspondent of a Bangla news daily, has

The Daily Star and the Prothom Alo have jointly
launched an initiative to raise funds for journalist Tipu
Sultan's treatment abroad, so that the Feni correspon-
dent of UNB doesn't go handicapped, Just a reminder:
Tipu was severely roughed up by the musclemen of a
ruling party lawmaker on January 25 this year and left out
in the open to die from his injury. While he received
treatment at the National Orthopaedic Hospital, Feni

olice refused to register any official complaint from his

with dire consequences if they dared complain to the

Prabmr and Tipu are not the only ones to have paid the
price for being true to their commitment to the people’s

unidentified hoodlums. Before him, Mukul, editor of the
Ranar, was shot dead. A "death warrant’ was also issued
against a Prothom Alo correspondent by a Laxmipur
legislator of the ruling Awami League, who is also a state
munister, forrunninga damaging reportagainsthim,
The government has so far talked tall on freedom ol
ress and free access to information. On the ground,
10wever, it's the ruling party men - lawmakers, ministers
and everybody who is anybody - who have disdainfully
treated the journalists and got away with impunity.
Criminal elements cannot be allowed to hold sway over
the law of the land. Therefore, whoever has been behind
the killing of Rahman and Mukul, or the attack on Tipu

penalty. Are we to understand that because of this
immunity, can run their affairs as they please, without
being held accountable? What does this say about
governiment's accountability? When the administration
itself is defying the rules, what kind of message is it giving

Payment of telephone charges falls under a budgetary
head of expenditure. There is no possible excuse for non-
payment, nor for allowing arrears to accumulate. We
demand an end to this gross malpractice. When a part of
the government itself operates outside rules and regula-
tions that it imposes on ordinary people and the national
exchequer is deprived of revenue by the administration,
there is something most seriously amiss in the machinery
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Haidergarh. Who was. this
Haider who gave his name 10 a place
that echoes through a myriad layers
ol India's history and collective
memaory?

This was one place where the
Pandavas lound refuge during their
1 4-vear-exile, and where King Kuru
sprinkled the water from a famous
vagna into the wells, blessing them

Shivaon Shivratri.
The spirit of miracles travelled

through the centuries. When Raja

Bhalchandra Singh Chathari, then

beheaded until the last drop of
blood had oozed out

Fhat viston of freedom made it a
hub of the nationalist movement:
Rali Ahmad Kidwai, whose relative
Mohsina i1s now a scemor leader ol
the Congress, emerged from
Haidergarh to become a close friend
and member ol Jawaharlal Nehru's
Cabinel.

T'he Congress won the Assembly
seat consistently till the debacle of
1989, and such was the hisloric
strength ol the party that it won the

back and lorth between the Con-
gress and the BIP and went incolour
againin 1996.

zerland.

The prosecution had alleged that
the contract was awarded in consid-
erationol acommission ol 6 percent
of the total amount received from
the government of Pakistan, The
commission was paid to Boomer
Finance Inc.,, owned by Zardari.
Both were awarded five years' sim-
ple imprisonment each and a fine ol
8.6 million besides disqualification
as MPs and confiscation of property
acquired through corruption.

Benazir and Zardari had
appealed the conviction. The
Supreme Court had heard the
appeals for more than five weeks

ership of Sitaram Kesri, the Congress
ROt 46,998 votes. In 2001, under the
able leadership of Sonia Gandhi, the
Congress has got 1,649 votes. Losing
an election is no longer news in
Cangress circles, oramong Congress
squares.

Bul getting 1,649 votes out of the
131,676 voles given (o the candi-
dates ol the recognised parties sull
is, or should be. This is a little more
than one per cent of the voles cast
for the known parties and therefore

mission recognised or de-
recognised parties, the Congress
would lose its symbol: you have 1o
get four per cent of the vote to retain
your symbaol.

MrsSonia Gandhimay have other
reasons lor worry as well, The con-
sttuency is a neighbour of Amethi,
about hallway berween Lucknow

Congress spin doctors (frankly,
they talk like compounders and vers
rather than doctors) are trying their
best to offer some sort of explana-
tion for this performance, The
sitting Congress MLA, for instance,
unusually, resigned to vacate his
seat for an incumbent BJP chicf
minister, Mr Rajnath Singh. That is
not an explanation, that is an
cxcuse,
~ No candidate carcies more than a
small percentage of the party voie

unusual circumstances. The voting
pattern reflects that. Ram Pal Varma
of Mulayam Singh's Samajwadi
Party got 29,059 votes and Mata
Prasad Choudhary of Mayawati's
Bahujan Samaj Party received
28,650 vores,

SP and BSP supporters also knew
that the BIP chiel minister was going
towin; thereissufficient general and

The Yadavs did not forget to vole
for Mulayam Singh Yadav and the
Dalits did nor forget 1o vote for

- Mayawati; that is why they received

those respectable numbers.

The Congress candidate was a
Brahmin, Sarvesh Bajpail, son of a
former Congress MLA, Shyam Lal
Bajpai. Brahmins constitute the
largest single caste bloc in the
Assembly segment, commanding
roughly 38,000 votes (Thakurs, Raj
Nath Singh's caste, are second with

could not get a single Brahmin vote.
I can say with some assurance that it
is unlikely that Sarvesh Bajpai's
family voted for him. Certainly Rafi
Ahmad Kidwai's family did not.
Haidergarh is more evidence that
the Muslims of Uttar Pradesh have
turned decisively away lrom the
Congress.  There are some 23,000

‘}Au.wliln votes, and the turnout
A\l

ple has already been constructed at
the site of the disputed Babri
mosque.

This happened on the day Con-
gress president and Prime Minister
PV. Narasimha Rao, with the able
assistance of a heap of Congress
leaders like Ghulam Nabi Azad,
permitted the mosque to be
destroyed and a temple (o be built
ontherazedsite.

The templewas simall, but itwas a
Ram temple; it still exists. Infact, the

huge temple should be constructed
by theVHPover there ornot,
The Congress enabled this, as it

-~ enabled so much else. Sonia Gandhi

could have begun the process of
reversal of Muslim hostility.

But her chief advisers are either
those who advocate atoe-dipduring
Kumbha, not out of faith in Hindu-
Ism or even oul of respect for the

; : ; : . thereby with a spiritual power: when they want to consolidat o
ily and friends, even after a Hig t ruling h: y | B D o KL E i —— Y ¢
ﬂ_m'l}_ fl‘nd fi !C']‘il‘“,' FrEl "}gw;;"{'} I;{:Ii]”; -‘-”l'lflj[):ll‘linll‘%l’l1lit|“'i unmarried women still carry water 7 | 2 behind the Congress as an alternas 1
been }bblliﬂ(‘f 1 I llhq [‘(‘{_?‘dl( A & i”- \ } L8 .‘d _[‘ ' ;‘ I‘ . }f [rom its wells m.lhv M.;,m;?dw len- | = ) A .' o 4 liveto I_he BIP IhL'y find that motiva- l
especially his parents, had been threatened several times | 1o g cabanki (o offer it (o Lord tion fs missing, The Gt

The Brahmin vote was the most loyal, at least partly because the Nehru-Gandhi family was Brahmin. Was. Today that
identity has weakened to the point of dilution and no toe-dipping in the Ganga is going to restore the respect that

and Amethi and a whisper away
from Rae Bareli, Contagion could
exact g heavy price.

One has noted belore that the
Congress over the last lew elections
has become what might be called a
“calendar” party: thatis, its votes are
now within four numbers, as in the
years of a calendar. That is bad
enough.

But unhke normal calendars
which measure the advance of time,
howsoever slowly, this one is regres-
sive. From a vote puddle (vou can
hardly call it a bank) ranging

slipped to less than 2000. All it has o
do now to enter the Dark Ages is 10

specilic patronage available 1o
ensure that. But theirsupport base is
intact; itis the floating vote that had
walted towards the winner.

In dilferent circumstances, the
lloating vote will come their way as
well. What the Haidergarh elections
prove is that the Congress haslost its
core vote. An independent, R.D.
Sharma, got some four hundred
voles more than the Congress,

logersomeidea of howappalling
a bgure hike 1,649 voles is, do
remember that the Congress brand
name, even in s pathetic siate,

about a thousand of those 1,649
vaters have probably forgoten not

would have been low in the absence
ol any meaningful campaigning
since the resulls were never in any
doubt.

Analysis ol the votes polled in
Subcha could provide an indication
ol the trends in the Muslim vote, but
the larger share has almost certainly
gone 1o Mulayam Singh Yadav with
perhapsaslice to Mavawati,

Ihe Congress does not existin the
Muslim mindscape of Uttar Pradesh
or Bihar. | assume thal every Con-
gress leader knows why. If not, do

recentlyWhartever the merits of any
ather claim or contention there is

cengral faith of our country, bui
because they think that such ges-
tures can help manipulate the
Hindu vote in favour of Sonia Gan-
dhi. She should check with the
Brahmins Haidergarh how deeply
they have been moved by her toe-
dip at Allahabad. She could of
course also use the opportunity (o
check with Ghulam Nabi Azad what
he was doing on 6 December 1992,
although of course Mr Azad's mem-
ory might have become fragilein the
difficult decadesince then.

oL _ ol chatte thas ik Diherwise | st 190 please refer 1o Mr Lal Krishna The dilemma ol the Congress is ol changethis Gict
and Prabir should be given what's their « Ue. UINErwise, - | sear back in'the delacievol l Ii between 2000 and seven or eight  tends to get some votes by asort of  Advani's submission lo the very clear: it belongs 1o no one. No We h:i)*u g — |
tree press would be just a topic for academic discussion, since then the seat has travelled 000 e vote seems (o have  historie inertia: in other words, Liberhan Commission community, or combination of L s S )

communities, has any emotional
bond with the Congress any more.

ger. Benazir said that she wanted to
go back to Pakistan as soon as possi-
ble. "But we have to weigh different
options before taking a final deci-
sion”, so she had called her col-
leagues for consultation. Indeed her
return may not be very soon or
without consultation with PPP
leaders because there were nine
other cases filed against her and Asif
Zardari. Five relate to kickback of
amount totaling up to $23 million.
Two cases relate 10 the assets of
Benzair and Asil which amount to
$1.5 billion and two cases relate to
misuse of her authority. The cases
will continue in the court, according
to the chairman of the National

.
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other things not in the control of the
current arbiters who vow to keep her
out. Undoubtedly the Supreme
Court verdict has given abig psycho-
logical boost to Benazir's political
fortunes. She will now be able to
challenge her detractors with great
vigour and nef®ound strength from
amorally boosted high ground. She
may now try (o take over the main-
stream opposition by capturing the
centre stage. If she decides to come
back to lead a leaderless ARD, most
observers leel, there could not be a
better time than this. But many feel
that she will possibly take measured
risks because as a practicing polit-
clan she knows that politics is not

.

just a high drama, it is also a game of
real calculations. The probability of
her conviction a few months hénce
may nof reallymaterialise if she is to
make it highly improbable for the
powers that be by capturing the
leadership of mainstream opposi-
ton. In realpolitik, scales ¢can tum
any way and any time. No doubt
Gen. Musharral has ruled ou the
possibility of her return and she can
be convicted in another case, bul
there is always many a slip between

cupandlip.

By capturing almostiwo-thirds of
the local body seats, both the PPP
and the PML(N) have already scut-
tled the grounds from under the feet

“of the National Reconstruction

Bureau's great design. After getting
rid of the high political focus that
Nawaz Sharif had occupied, it will be
too distracting (o recreale a new
focus by keeping Benazir on the
leash. If the regime decides 1o gel

her convicted again, she will have
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DHAKA SUNDAY APRIL 22, 2001 O L A T T P | In 1996, under the variable lead-  becomeathree-figure vote. tovole forthe Congress. great validity in his view that a fem- lis strength gnee lay in the weakness

of its support base: the poor, the |
minorities, the Dalits, the dispos-
sessed. .o
ltwas these Indianswhogathered
under this historic tricolour and f
gave the party strength through
their unity. Alone, they were weak:
together, they ruled. The Congress
was intelligent enough 10 include =
strong sections of the upper castes 4
in its demographic and democratic
combination, because it needed
theirinvolvement to exercise power. .
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identifiable terrorists. criteria by which the Election Com-

Was. Today that identity has weak-
ened 10 the point of dilution and no
toe-dipping in the Ganga is going 1o
~restore the respect that Panditji
commanded and the adoration that
Indira Gandhi got from the Brah-
mins. -
The Muslims find nothing in
either the idiom or the ideology of
Sonia Gandhito enthuse them; even :

done nothing (o revive its ap
among the Muslims or the Dalits.

The Congress exists only in those
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right to know. Shamsur Rahman, the Jessore-based | ruler ol Haidergarh, died in the war Panditii anded and the adoratioh that tndi Gandhi ¢ he B . Lﬁ;ﬁ:‘:";ﬂ:fﬁ' ;‘;ﬁn”gug:z ;:g 1
(‘(E{rl'f'ﬁllnlldt"nt‘{}f the news daily Prabir works for, was | ofindependence against the British - Fan@ifji commanded and the adoration that Indira Gandhi got from the Brahmins. ' Rajasthan and"\-'ladhya Pradesh ]
unned down in broad daylight by a gang of hitherto | '™ 898, his body. it Is said, kept There the backlash efiect helps it
8 fighting even alter it had been >

refain aseesaw gxistence.

But the "absence of sustained
ideological commitment or a
programme that can define a gov-
ernment makes it ineffective in
victory and irrelevant in defeat. The
Congress now exists merely because.
itwas. It does not live for the future.

That is the message of
Hardergarh, Membership of a coali-
tion that might win in Kerala, or
some success in Assam, or even a
psephologist’s victory as a humili-
ated junior partner in Bengal will

even a dead elephant is worth some-
(hing. The Congress is now feeding
oft the remains ol arich history.

Tk.100 croreowed to BTTB !
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DCs should be made answerable W ll B ir b e l et ff th h k?
LAIN and simple, this is making a mockery of the l enaZ gO O e 00 ® , |
system. An outstanding amount of at least Taka
100 crore is owed to the Bangladesh Telegraph and W L £ dh A7 | ' | ¥ ﬂ
Telephone Board (BTTB) by the district administrations. TR TR R WP RE T A | . %, il :}‘f‘”“ksgh lllm;? (o "—‘h_'l“'tzht‘f political |
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Commissioners in this country is responsible for this ok ; . : . o . ‘ e : next clections, will palitically suit |
breaking of norms from within. The biggest defaulters are The military will also be faced with the challenge of taking quite difficult decisions. A major decision on Taliban or  hermorethan anythingelse. ' ;
Sylhet, Chittagong and Rangpur, with Dhaka, Rajshahi, CTET or terrorism or on Indo-Pak negotiations can create the necessity for a realignment of forces. Also, Benazir can ul;}";ﬂ‘j:;ig“x;l’;ﬁ;"zf‘c_’l‘:j:;]'a'?“‘::L
Khulnaand Barisalnotfarbehind. = push things in a direction that will make her support necessary for the adjustments. . fuking quile diMculi decigons®a »
Such rampant and wilful financial indiscipline, across | : mafordecision on TAibAn & CTET A
theboard, is nothing short of anational disgrace. Notonly and concluded the proceedingson5  Accountability Bureau. An account- orierronism or on Indo-Pak negotia- |
have all 64 District Commissioners failed to clear tele- M.]. ZAHEDI April. The military government had  ability court has already issued non- lmn_scan create the necessity l'nr*a
phU]]E' dues, but also in some cases DCs have run up X inherited the case from the PML  bailable arrest warrants against her n?ahgnmem_uf fD_I'fES- @ISO._Bena.er
amounts that are far in excess of past arrears. Since DCs government of Nawaz Sharif; it in the assets reference. As for the can push things in a direction that
‘ i L ‘ f : £l o - s ] lh | delended the judgment vehemently  case under discussion, the govern- will make her support necessary for
are regularly transrﬂ“‘)d, rom one disirict to 3”9‘ 165, the seven-member bench of the spending Rs 10 million in legal fees  ment's prosecutor general said that the adjustments. A decision of the
arrears are left for their successors to deal with. New supreme {,nurt ol I‘Lllz:l'ﬂun and other expenses. It respects the judgment and will Fegime can create room Ijor'an'a],gn.
incumbents refuse to clear outstanding accounts and has sel aside the conviction Naturally, Benazir is happy. Local  decide whether or not to appeal ment with Benazir. And il it did nol,
add to these by running up their own charges. They have of former prime minister Benazir newspapers quoted Benazir who is  against it only after the detailed then its increased isolation will
i floutine th | d . he buck -with Bhutto and her spouse, former presently in London, as saying that  judgment. The Supreme Court has make Benazir the other alternative
o L 1L L P A L O Senator AsifAli Zardari, inacorrup-  he decision would put the reputa-  kept Benazir's fate hanging in the fortheworldcommunity.
impunity. In the process, the BTTB's financial health tion case and ordered a retrial by a  tion of the Pakistan judiciary back  balance by remanding the case for if the regime persisted in its
declines yedr after}*ear. court of competent jurisdiction. on the track to recovery, which had  retrial. resolve (o keep Benae;nr out, nt\}:nll
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BTTBs arily cuts the defaulter’s line but telephones High Court had convicted the twoin  trial court. She said there was no s ey R % cot eep the parties leader
ST 2 wrRapel de . | e April 1999 for giving pre-shipment  reason for the government to keep here is: will Benazir be let go off the ship out. That seems to be a difficult 1
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rigging the whole process. Already it
has exhausted much of its energy
and legitimacy by packing one
major leader 1o Saudi Arabia. For-
Benazir, 100, it will not be an easy
decision. If she stayed out in self-
exile, she would waste the last
opportunity to take a new political
birth, observers feel. The traditional
establishment has not forgiven the |
Bhuttos, it will not do so our of its
sweet will. The PPP has suddenly
come to life since it lives on the
Bhutto charisma. Benazir's come-
back will make it once again a force
to reckon with. The ball is now in her
court, Will she play or let it go is the
question.
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"Biman officials assault
passenger..."

Accordinglo areport itemunder the
above heading (April 11), a
Bangladeshi-born British citizen
wds assdaulted on board a Biman
flight and also illegally confined by
some Biman oflicials at the ZIA. The
fault of the victim was - he asked
about the delay of the flight he
boarded from Bangkok 1o Dhaka.
Fhe Biman officials assaulted him
upon landing at ZIA. They even tried
toframe himasadrugcarrier

Such incident is not new, Bul it is
very unfortunate that the officials of
Biman, our national Nag carrier.
treat the passengers in such a4 man-
ner. .

Ihis is absolutely unihinkable
with any other international air-
lines. Such behaviour will shatter
the image of Bangladesh in the
miernational community. We hope
the inquiry commiitee will not only
track down the culprits bur also
purnish them for the greater interest
ol Biman.

new phenomenon: the emergence
of human-bomb squads, as operat-
INg in some other countries,
ferrorism is now spilling from the
political arena into the cultural field.
The previous phase was in the reli-
gious leld.

[he hate campaign by the politi-
cians 1s one of the root causes for
encouraging violence in the coun-
try. Unless and until the political
parties give up use of violence
through anmed gangsterism, there is
nopointinshedding crocodile 1ears,
fuming, Ioaming, and tongue-
lashing. |

Are the leaders aware thal they
might be the nextvictims in the near
future, regardless of political affilia-
Hon? The politicians 1alk about
religious extremist and fundamen-
talist groups, but keep silent about 4
silent fact: the political parties are
themselves in the fundamental and
extrenmusi stageof development,

The politicians have 1o salvage
their tottering image and stop being
hypocritical. Many citizens are now
in favour of longer tenure of the
nedtral corelaker government, We
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Readers are invited 1o send in exclusive pictures, colour or black and white, of editonal value, with al relevan! information mcluding date, place and significance of subject matier, Pictures recerved will not be rermyed‘
d in bad shape
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Devastating governance
Every day the newspapers are filled
with devastating news, revealing the
state of governance in our country,
We have read daly newspapers of
several countries. In no country was
the front page ol daily newspapers
lke this!

Our two main political leaders
are busy attacking and counter
attacking cach other, Do they bother
about these devastating news? Do
they realise that people have lost
faith in them! There is a linnt to the
orgy ot harming people and destroy-
ingtheir property. |

Fhe politicians should realise
that they are entrusted with the
grave responsibility of representing
people, protecting and promoting
their interest, Monctary and prop-

erty loss can be measured, but can
anvone measure the loss of the
future ol our children? Bvery day we

pray to Allah tor the safery of aur

children. They  are unable 10 go o
school due to hartal. How long will
this political unrest continue?

who are involved in this inhuman
act, do not care about the damage
they have caused.

What a disaster thev have made
out ol our long cherished Pahela
Baishakh. This is not the first time
that they have bambed in a public )
place. These culprits continuously
disrupt the daily life and now they
have started killing innocent people.

I was already sad on the eve of
Pahela Baishakh thinking when 1
would getthe chanee to attend this .
ceremony agams we miss this occa-
sion somuch. 1 called the next morn-
INg (0 grect my parents “Shoobho-
Noboborsho™ and was stunned to
hear the shocking news! |

When we were in Bangladesh we
atended this ceremony every year.
This time our white sari with red
border has swept away wath red
blood! The Mowers we used 1o wear
on our hair on Pahela Baishakh have
become the Nowers of the grave.
Have we lost the tradition and beaus
tilulmemory lorever?

»
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g _ ' reappraisal, The adjacent road to the second Buriganga bridge is in a deplorable state for quite some-time. Due to lack of maintenance and ~lamspeechiess neon. - T Rl

“1'-* celebration of the Bengali New A renovation, the road has become unsuitable for smooth traffic and this may lead to serious accidents. For how long people will - I am speechless at the bomb incic  Naushin Farzana Amin A 5 O
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dent at Ramna Batamul: The people




