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Palestinians use dirt roads, along the coast, to cross to the southern Gaza Strip yesterday as a result of the closure
by Israel of Gaza's main north-south highway.

Israeli troops hold up UN

refugee chief in Gaza

AGNCIES. Gaza Cin
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Israeh troops held up the top UN
official for Palestinian refugees at a
Gaza Strip checkpoint lor around
two hours yesterday, while he was
trying to visit relugee camps in the
south, an othcal in his Gaza ollice
said. :
Hansen, head ol the
United Nations Reliel and Works
Agency (UNRWA) lor Palestimian
relugees, was travelling 1o view the
damage inllicted on the Ralah and
Khan Yunis refugee camps in recent
Israeli raids, said the ollicial, who
asked notto beidentified

Hansen was allowed (o PSS
through 1he Netzarnim
checkpoint south ol Gaza City alte

Peter

casiern

UN olhicals Etit["’lf-iln..' Israeh
authorities cnsure Hansen ' s
passage, the olhcial said.
“Thisisadangerous violation ol
all international norms, especially
1s Peler Hansen 1s th hiel ol
INKWA and | must | alowed
Ircedom of movemenlt, the oflicial
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Fhe Istaeh army sliced the Gaza
Sinp Nree

iIsolated sectors

sealing olf major arteries on Tuesday
after an overnight assault during
which it temporarily occupied
Palestinian-run land in the northern
Lazasirp

I he army has taken such puni-
Live action several tmes as part ol s
clampdown on the Palestinian
population since the eruption of
violence in late September

Meanwhile Palestinians
launched mortars at a settlement in
the Gaza Strip and a farming village
in Israel overnight, drawing Isracli
tank shell hre thal
wounded a supporter ol the Islamic
militant group Hamas

Ihe renewed mortal

wt'linllﬂ}'

lire came
despite two Israeh incursions into
Palestinian-controlied areas ol Gaza
that were aimed at stopping such
It lelt Prime Minister Anel
Sharon open to criocism from many
quarters within Israel.

| lamas claimed responsibility fo
v mortar attack late Wednesday on
the Jewish settlement ol Klar Darom
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lhe group said
Ihat one ol itS aclivists,
Sdakani, wds seriously
wounded in the head of shrapnel
[rom an Israeli tank shell during a
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maortarattack.

Hamas said in a leallet that it
hred the mortars in retaliation lor an
Isracli air strike against Syrian tar-
gets in Lebanon earlier this week.
Hamas has claimed responsibility
for several other mortar attacks in
the past.

Five more mortars hit the Isracli
communal farm ol Nir Am on the
edge ol the Gaza Sirip, also late
Wednesday.

Israel had tried tostop the mortar
fire by briclly seizing two small
shivers ol Palestimian-controlled
termitory in Gaza in separate opera-
tions Tuesday and Wednesday.

I'he Israeh incursions drew a
strong US condemnation, and
sSharon spoke Wednesday 1o US
President George W. Bush (o try (o
clear the air.

Sharon told Bush the Israeli army
“will have no choice but to carry oul
preventive measures” if the mortar
lire persists, astatement by Sharon's
ollice said. It was not clear whether
such included more
MCUrsions.

Sharon also said the Israel take-
over ol Palestinian areas was
intended to be brief from the start,
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Saddam names

Tareq Aziz as

interim FM

AFP, Baghdad

Iraqi President Saddam Hussain
vesterday named Deputy Prime
Minister Tareq Aziz as interim for-
eign minister, replacing
Mohammad Said al-Sahhaf, state
television reported.

In a presidential decree read out
on television, Hussein said Sahhaf
would take over the information
ministry from Humam Abdul
Khaleq Abd al-Ghafur who was
given the vacant post of minister of
higher education and* scientific
research.

Gunmen kill 10
in Philippines

REUTERS, Manila

Gunmen have shot dead 10 people,
mcluding two town mayors, and
kidnapped five other politicians in
outbreaks of violence in the
Philippines ahead of Next month's
legislative and local elections, police
said yesterday.

Philippine elections are tradi-
tionally bloody because of heated
rivalries, with scores being killed in
campaignviolence.

Fhirteen seats in the Senate,
more than 200 seats in the House of
iepresentatives and thousands of
provincial and municipal posts are
datstake mthe May 14 pe !

A¥P Islamabad

Pakistani High Court Judge Malik
Mohammad Qayyurn was under
SITONg pressure o resign yesterday
after the Supreme Court accused
him ol lixing former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto's corruption trial.

“Frankly speaking, the one on
trial now is the (rial judge," said
Farhatullah Babar, a spokesman
with Benazir's Pakistan People's
Party (PPP),

Inits full judgement on Benazir's
appeal against her 1999 corruption
conviction, the Supreme Courl
yesterday said it had found "bias is
floating on the surface of the record”
ol the trial,

It accused Qayyum of accepting

Water leak found in
Japanese N-plant

AP, lokyvo

e e e ey e

An internal water leak was discov-
ered in a nuclear power plant in
western Japan yesterday, but the
operator said no radioactivity was
released into theatmosphere,

Kansai Electric Power cut the No
| plant in Takahama, 270 kilomeltres
west ol lokyo, down 1o 75 per cent ol
operaling capacity and began an
inspection, company official
Yoshihiko Kondo said.

The problem was discovered
when operators saw asslight increase
in the amount of water llowing into a
heater at the plant, Kondo said.

"We began investigating whether
thatincreaseindicates thereis a hole
in the heater,” meaning more water
was flowing in (o keep the level ol
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Benazir's corruption trial

Pak judge under
pressure to resign

favours from then prime minister
Nawaz Sharif for delivering the
guilty verdict,

He also "took a personal interest
in the case” and allegedly used his
“influence” with a junior member of
the trial bench to secure the verdict,
the judgement said.

Benazir and her husband Asif Ali
Zardari, a former senator, were both
given live-year prison - sentences,
fined 8.6 million dollars and dis-
qualified from parliament for seven
years.

Babar echoed calls from the legal
community lor Qayyum's immedi-
ate resignation, but the judge has so
larrelused 1o accept fault.

“There is no question of resigna-
tion”, he told the Nation daily.

water in the heater stable, Kondo
said.

He added that the problem was
not serious enough 1o war rant
completely shutting down the plant. |
The company said in a statement
that the problem did not present a
threat 1o the environment,

Kansai Electric has had a similar
waterleak inits No 2 nuclear plantin
the same area a year ago. The repair
(ookaboutaweek, Kondo said.

The company owns 11 nuclear
plants,

lapan’'s nuclear power
programme has been plagued with
problems. The nation's worst
nuclear accident occurred in 1999,
when an uncontrolled nuclear |
reaction at a fuel reprocessing cen-
tre killed two workers

AP, Pristina
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NATO troops smashed through
three roadblacks set up by Serbs in
northern Kosovo protesting tax
collection checkpoints established
by the United Nations, a spokesman
for the peacekeepers said yesterday.

The roadblocks were destroyed
“in order to re-establish freedom of
movement for all people of Kosovo,"
said squadron leader Roy Brown, a
spokesman for the peacekeepers.

I'he action began around 6 am
(1000 BST) near the towns of
Zvecan, Zupce and Loziste, French
Ist Lt. Francis Megerlin said.

He said the roadblocks were
hampering freedom of movement of
the NATO-led KFOR peacekeepers
and UN officials administering the
province.

In Zupce, peacekeepers used tear
gas to disperse stone-throwing

NATO troops smash thru'
roadblocks in N Kosovo

s

crowds, while in Zvecan, one Serh
was delained.

NATO used several armored
vehicles, two bulldozers and a truck
to remove the blockades, Serb-
language media in the northern city
of Kosovska Mitrovica reported.

After the roadblocks were torn
down, Serbs set off sirens that wailed
through the Serb-held part of
Kosovska Mitrovica, a city divided
along ethnic lines. The sirens were
intended to summon residents to
man the barricades.

By Thursday morning, about 200
Serbs had gathered at a nearby
blockade.

"We shall set up other blockades.
We have lo persevere,” local Serb
leader Marko Jaksic was quoted as
saying by the Belgrade radio station
B-92. "We won't let them (NATO)
separateusirom ourstate, Serbia."

Belgrade police officers lift up Serb Radical Party leader Vojislav Seselj
during a clash between Serbian police and opposition parliamentary depu-
ties allied to former Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic in Belgrade on

Wednesday.
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Directorate General Medical Services

Ministry of Defence
Dhaka Cantt

Re-Tender Notice

Sealed tender in local currency is invited from bonafide dealers/suppliers/indentors for routine
maintenance of MRI Machine in CMH, Dhaka:

S/No Name of work

Selling date | Opening date

Tender no Tender value

l. Routine maintenance
of MRl Machine
(Model The EDGE
1.5 Tesla Magnetic
Resonance Imaging
System, Picker USA)
in CMH, Dhaka from
Ist May 2001 to 30
April 2002.

22 April 2001
to 29 April
2001.

30 April
2001.

02/E/01. 20()-.

the bidders.

ISPR/Army/2001/350
DFP-9866-16/4

Tender schedule with detailed specifications/conditions will be available on payment in
respective value (non-refundable) on any working day between 0800 hrs and 1300 hrs. The
tender will be opened on the specified date at 1000 hrs in this Directorate General in presence of

for Directorate General Medical Services.

Lieutenant Colonel

RLD

Talks resume in Beijing

China agrees to discuss return
of US spy plane

AP, Beifing

Averting a collapse of talks over a spy
plane collision, the top US negotia-
tor said yesterday the Chinese
agreed to discuss the return of the
American aircralt held for three
weeks,

I'he Americans had threatened
(o walk out after the first day, accus-
ing the Chinese of taking an unpro-
ductive attitude. The US ambassa-
dor, retired Adm. Joseph Prueher,
met with Chinese officials yesterday
morning to urge serious negotia-
tions on the EP-3E Aries Il spy
plane'sreturn.

“Based on an understanding that
we will be allowed to.... include the
development of a plan for the
promplt recovery and return of our
EP-3aircrali, we decided 1o go ahead
and continue the meeting,” Deputy
Undersecrelary of Defense Peter F
Verga, the top US negotiator, said.

Verga made the statement as he
and the other seven US negotiators
headed to the Foreign Ministry in
Beijing for a second day of talks. The
US officials left the ministry in the
carly afternoon.

"We covered all the items that

US negotiator Peter Verga speaking to the press in Beijing

yesterday.

were on the agenda, and | found
loday s session (0 be productive,”
Vergasaid alter leaving. US Embassy
ollicials said they did not know if the
talks were finished or would con-
tinuelaterinthe day.

T'he United States says the return
of the dirs 80 million spy plane is its
main goal in the talks. China has
held the plane since its made an
emergency landing April 1 on the
South China Sea island of Hainan.
I he US crew was released only after
11 days ol protracted negotiations.
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US officials
in Washington
expressed
dissatisfaction
with the first
day’s talks.

"Nothing
was setted. ...
There was no
progress on the
issue of return
of the air-
plane,” State
Department
spokesman
Richard
Boucher said
alter the open-
ing 2 %-hour

.,
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Outside the US Embassy In
Beijing, a lone protester shouted
against US espionage for a few
minutes before police stopped him.

The tougher attitude will “lead to
the Chinese government doubting
whether the US government will
carry out agreements,” the China

Daily quoted international rEIaiirJli-u*

expert Yan Xuelongas saying.

The olficials newspaper also ran
a list of "US military mistakes,” in
recent years,

Wahid warns of nationwide
rebellion if impeached

1‘1[“, ,-'HLHF Il

Indonesian President Abdurrahman
Wahid Thursday warned that a
“nationwide rebellion” could erup!
Il the parliament attempts
impeachhimfor corruption.
Wahid said 400,000 people from
across the main island of Java and
the southern end of Sumatra were
ready 1o come into the capital 1o
protestagainstmoves to oust him.
Wahid's latest remarks, madeina
speech to a conlerence of business
leaders, analysts and diplomats, has
heightened a war of words between
the head of state and the legislature.
On Feb | the parliament over-

in

Bush agrees to

sign treaty
banning POPs

AP, washington

President George W Bush has
decided to sign a treaty calling for
the worldwide phaseout of a dozen
highly toxic and persistent chemi-
cals known as POPs, administration
sources said.

The group of chemicals, referred
to widely as simply "the dirty
dozen," include PCBs, dioxins and
furans, plus DDT and other pesti-
cides.

Most of the "persistent organic
pollutants® no longer are used in
industrial countries such as the
United States. But they remain
popular indeveloping countries.

Cargo ship sinks
off China coast:
11 missing

AFP, Hong Kong

Eleven crew members were missing
alter a ceramic-laden Chinese cargo
ship sank after colliding with
another vessel off southeastern
China vesterday.

Only two of 13 crew of the
Nanjing-registered “Sitong 888"
were rescued after the collisions

e ————————————

with "Tongning No 3" in Daping Bay, |

ofl southeastern Shenzhen yester-
day, theWen Wei Po daily said.
I'he cause of the collision was not

Known,

whelmingly censured Wahid for his
alleged involvement in two graft
scandals.

OnApril 30 lawmakers are almosi
certain 1o issue a second censure
against the president as a prelude (o
iImpeachment, probably by August.

Wahid has denied any wrongdo-
ing n the two alfairs and has
accused the parliament of acting
dgains! the nanon sconstitution.

Fhere are growing fears that the
political crisis could trigger a new
wave olviolence in Indonesia.

In recent week thousands ol
Wahid supporters, particularly in
his home province of East Java, have
tormed paramilitary squads. They

have announced plans to come into
the capital before the parliament
voles on Wahid's late at the end ol
Lthe months.

There are also plans for a mass
prayer gathering by Wahid's sup-
poriers belore the parliament voies.

“You ¢an see that it is a nation-
wide rebellion against the ways of
the parliament, which is doing it's
worst now,” Wahid said.

‘My supporters... are going (0
Jakarta,” he said. "Yesterday the
registration came (o 400,000 from all
over Java and Irom Lampung,
Sumatra. This does not take into
account the people from Jakarta.”

Short Course

on

| Environmental Issues and Regulatory

Measures in Bangladesh

Resource Persons : BUET and relevant organizations

Centre for Environmental & Resource
Management (CERM)

As part of its Professional Development Program, CERM is
going to offer a series of training courses on various topics of
Environmental Management. The first course in the series
will be arranged according to the following schedule:

Participants

Enrolment:

Course Coordinator:

Director, CERM, BUET

Duration : 21-22 May, 2001

Mid to senior level professionals from government, non-

government, and private organizations, Industries, Business
Offices, and Academic Institutions.
Number of Places : Max. 30
Course Fee : Tk. 2000/~ per participants payable by Bank
Draft or Pay Order in favour of Director, BRTC, BUET

Applications in plain paper with full particulars stating
academic qualifications and experience should reach the

Director, Directorate of Continuing Education (DCE), BUET,
Dhaka on or before 10 May, 2001.

Professor Dr. Md. Mujibur Rahman
email : itn-mmr@agni.com
Tel:9665650 Ext.7218, 7689 (Off); 7276 (Res.)

9:00 am - 5:15 pm

GD-353

Prof. A.F.M. Anwarul Haque }

Tel : 9665650 Ext. 7503;

Director, DCE
email : dirdce @dce.buet.edu

Directorate General Defence Purchase

Ministry of Defence

New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

Tender Notice

1. Sealed tender in foreign currency is invited from bonafide manufacturers/ dealers/
suppliers (enlisted firms in DGDP) for mippl}r of the following items for Bangladesh

Navy:
S] Name of item & gty Date of selling Date of Tender no
No From | To opening
Motor Driving 26.4.2001 24.5.2001 | 27.5.2001 6822 /NP-4
Simulator
Qty: 02 in No

2. Tender schedule with detailed specification/condition will be available on payment
as per international tender selling rate (non-refundable) during office hours between
0800 hours to 1300 hours. The tender can be dropped latest by 1000 hours and opened at
1005 hours on the specified date of opening in the presence of the tenderers (if present).

ISPR/Misc/2001/348
DFP-9870-16/4
G-719

Lt Commander BN
For Director General




