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Members of Sammilito Sangskritik Jote during a sit-in at the Central Shaheed Minar in the city yesterday hold post-

PHOTO STAR

ers, demanding execution of the persons responsible for the carnage at Ramna Batamul .

BTTB won't be able to  Abducted
send bills by April 25

STAR REPORT

| he Bangladesh Telegraph and
Iclephone Board (B1T8B) would not
he able 1o send the pending sub-
scriber bills by Apnl 25 due to legal
tangles and the opposition-called
shutdown

Meanwhile, Lithi Enterprises
Limited, the hirm designated lor
preparing monthly telephone bills
has served a legal notice on the
BTTB chairman asking lor appoint-
ment ol a mediator (o resolve the
cisputes ansing Irom (he contrac-
tual execution and reinstatement

| he hirm, which was supposed 1o
prepare the telephone and telex bills
nll January 31 this vear, claimed Tk
2.30 crore
leand re-hxed rate

[he irm also claimed that the
BITB did not heed 1o 1ts repeated
FEQUUESES 1O D the dues, nor ¢id 1l

ds gxpenses lor m ISICH

o i o i = —

extend the contracl

Lhe BI'TB did not even allow the
[irm to prepare the bills lor the
month ol January, said an othcial ol
the Lithi Enterprises, adding that

preparaing bill lor the month was |

quite possible under the contracl
Meanwhile, the BITB ollicials
said they had a plan to start sending
bills by April 25, but they would not
be able to do so due to weekend and
hartal
'he BT'TB would now send sepa-

rate bills 1or Lhe three
maonthslanuary, lebruary and
Marchin phases with a 10-day pause

1o lacilitate the subscnbers L0 [Py
the bills without dy Pressurc.

[he BI'IB would not disconnect
telephone line il a subscnber lails to
pay the pending bills within the
stipulated time. A relaxed rule will
be lollowed to lacilitate the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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Israel pulls out of

Gaza Strip

AR (.I"’I.-:ff Lin

Israel yesterday completed a pullout from a Palestinian-controlled slice of
the Gaza Strip it had seized just aday earlier, but denied the about-face was a

resultof heavy U.S. pressure.

Shortly alter the Israelis left, Palestinians fired six mortar shells at a Jewish
settiement and an army post in Gaza, causing no injuries. Israel’s brief take-
over of a square mile of land in Gaza had been triggered by montar fire on an

Israeli town.

Farly vesterday, Palestinian policemen returned to the area briefly held by
Israeli troops, inspecting the ruins of one of six police positions razed by
bulldozers. Officers checked for booby traps and searched the rubble for files

and documentis

In Israel, the withdrawal triggered a heated debate.

On luesday, several hours alter Israel tanks had rolled into the orange
groves and fields northeast of the Palestinian town of Beit Hanoun, the Israeli
army commander of the area, Brig. Gen. Yair Naveh, said his men would

remain for “davs, weeks or months
mortar hirefromthe area

However the army said in astatement yesterday that Israel had planned to
pull out of the area already on Tuesday, but that the withdrawal was delayed
until early Wednesday for operational reasons. The army said Naveh
exceeded his authority when he spoke of the possible duration of the opera-

L0,

SEEPAGE11COLG6

as long as it look (o quell Palestinian |

BCL activist
rescued

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Chiltiagong

A BCL activist was rescued by IT-IIJIL!:
less than three hours alter he was
abducted herevesterday by gunmen
belonging toa nival group

Mizanur Rahman ol Chhera
\kber group was Kidnapped from
Nasirabad Polytechnic College arca
at around 12:30pm and taken 1o the
nearby hills.,

Later, Bayezid thana police
tl.'\L'LJl.'dHIK-IH|Illl|ll|']l.']1t'[‘slithI]IL
college arcain a crucal condition as
he was severely

Kidnappers. e
local clinic

beaten up by the

was admitied to a

Police arrested two persons,

Satdul Alam and Mahltuzur Rahman,

inthisconneclion

Biman clarifies

He was declared
‘violent' & 'dealt
with' on arrival

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh Airlines said
yesterday its investigation [ound
that the passenger was not assaulted
by any Biman official, as reported by
The Daily Star on April 11 under the
headline, "Biman officials assaull
passenger for protesting [ight
delays.”

A clarification was sent to The
Daily Star in this regard yesterday.

Biman [light BGO61 was initially
delayed lor an hour and subse-
quently made a night Stop atl
Bangkok due 1o technical reason on
April B. While the passengers waited
at the airport one of them, Neelu
Hasnat, had an altercation with First
Ofhicer Rahman regarding the delay,
He also passed some derogatony
remarks, the clarification claimed

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8
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Spl tribunal demanded to
try Batamul attackers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cultural luminaries at a rally at the
Central Shaheed Minar vesterday
demanded a special tribunal on an
urgent basis to try Ramna Batamul
bomb attackers.

In this regard, they asked the
government (o summon a special
session ol the Jatiya Sangsad so thal
4 bill could be passed for formation
ol the tribunal

Sammilita Sangskritik Jote (8S))
organised the rally in protest against
the barbaric bomb attack at the
Bangla New Year celebration func-
tion ol Chhayanaut at Ramna
Batamul Saturday.

lhey also called upon people
irrespective ol their cast, creed and
religion to come lorward and stand
up against the heinous act commit-
tedd by the anti-liberation and com
munal lorces,

SST President
Majumdar said,

Ramendu
"Trormanon ol a

—

special tribunal is needed right at
the moment to trace the bomb
attackers and their patrons and try
them withoutdelay.”

‘Il we [ail to ensure trial, the
killers will continueto attack.”

General Secretary of SSJ Golam
Kuddus also demanded immediate
formation of a special tribunal 1o
punish the bomb attackers and their
collaborators,

Terming the bombblast an attack
on the Bangalees, Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak said, "We
have (o [ind out the religious fanat-
ics hirst and then root them out
lorever.”

Hasan Imam [elt the necessity ol
a lresh liberation war 1hrnugh'uul
the country to root out the anti-
liberation and communal forces.
“Nothing would be gained by hold-
ing frequent rallies and giving
speeches. We have no way but to
wage another war against the evil

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Musharraf may get
PPP ticket for polls

l. lN]. "ur i .f,'. .'”.‘

Chairperson ol the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Benazir Bhutto yester-
day indicated that her party was ready to nominate military ruler General
Parvez Musharral as PPP candidate lor the presidential election, if the

latter consented toal

Benazir who presided over her party’'s executive committee meeting
m Londonon tuesday told BBC (Urdu) that it Gen Musharral cherished to
bhe the President ol the country then he would have to contest the election

as aparty candidate

Ruling out that General Musharrat could not continue to be the Army
chiel and the President together (thke late Gen Zia-ul-Haq). She said her
party could consider his candidature lor the top slot provided he applied

lor it. She hurnedly added that so far he had made no such request.
Benazir however did not explain the basis ol this indirect olter to Gen

Musharral

Military rulers in Pakistan have traditionally enjoved the support ol
the Mushim League. For example Field Marshal Ayub Khan and then Gen
Z1a-ul-Hagq ruled PaKistan for about twelve years each with the Mushim
League s support and now Gen Musharral is said (o be behind the split of
the Nawaz s Muslim League to care out a faction lorhis political base.,

In her imterview, Benazir declined 1o comment on Gen Musharraf’s
reported move to amend the constitution saving so lar nothing was

knownwhat hewanted to amend.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

he intern doctors at Khulna
Medical College Hospital (KMCH)
continued their strike [or the eighth
day vesterday, mounting sufferings
[0 patients.

About 100 patients have already
left the hospital [ailing to get medi-
cal [acilities.

[he Intern doctors began an
indefinite strike on April 11 torealise
theirdemands

Ihe demands include payment
ol arrear salaries, ri -};HTJI paymente )|

100 patients leave KMCH
‘as intern docs on strike

. STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

salaries and allowances, appoint-
ment of registrar in each deparl-
ment, housing facilities, reinstalla-
tion of X-ray and ECG machines,
renovation of operation theatre and
regular Supply of improved diet (o
the patients,

Intern doctors alleged that the
Superintendent of KMCH is buying
time toresolve thedispute.

When asked, the Superintendent
Dr Golam Mostala claimed that he
held fruitful talks with the striking
doctors on Sunday. On the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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' Will journalist Tipu remain disabled? :
| 2 e ey
[
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The Baily Star- s=1=Suen ‘
Tipu Treatment Fund

Donate generously to this Fund
Save Tipu from Disability

I

I
]

' Send donations to: Savings Account No. 25002111
Dhaka Bank Ltd, Karwan Bazar Branch, Dhaka

The Baily Star

Bangladesh Scouts

WORKSHOP
[Lakes of Dhaka City

Problems and Prospects

Presentation by Department of Architecture

Saturday 21 April 2001
10 AM-2 PM
Auditorium Seminar Hall, BUET, Dhaka

YOU ARE MOST CORDIALLY INVITED

Further contact:;
Architect Dr Nizamuddin Ahmed
8613338
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Transcom Electronics Ltd.
" Authorized Distributor in Bangladesh for Whiripool Applances, ISA
Dhaka - 8115307-10 CTG : 716353, 723578 Khuina - 720004 Bogra 8215
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Stop killing people by throwing
bombs, calling hartals

PM renews call as 'govt is poised to transfer power in July'

UNB, vhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday renewed her
call 1o the opposition to refrain from destructive and
dastardly activities and killings, as the government is

poised for transferring power in July.

“What is the need for killing people by throwing
bombs and calling hartals when only two months May
are left for the government 1o hand over

and June
power?” shesaid.

Addressing a function ar National Institute of
Cardiovascular Discases premises, Hasina said the
general election is now a matter of few months and there
would be no problem if the opposition abides by the

Constitution,

The prime minister had earlier inaugurated a num-
ber of medical institutes and hospitals and laid the
loundation of someimportant health establishiments,

She laid the foundation stone of 600-bed Dhaka
Medical College Hospital-2 and inaugurated Cabin
Block and Emergency Unit of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University. Then she laid the foundation

Mahakhali.

function.

stones ol 150-bed Sheikh Moni General Hospital a

lejgaon and Health and Population Bhaban at

The prime minister also inaugurated National
Mental Health Institute, National Kidney Institute and
National Institute ol Cardiovascular Diseases al
Sherebangla Nagar,

The prime minister said her government has under-
taken programmes for saving the people while, on the
other hand, people are being killed on different occa-
sions. She mentioned the killing of nine peaple in a
bomb explosion at Ramna Batamul at a Pahela Baishakh

“They were also in power, but they could not prove
their efficiency, rather they proved their compelence in
volerigging,” shesaid.

Killing al people, creating crisis, unleashing terror-
19 and resorting 1o torture and killing will not give any
solution, she said,

Health Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, State
Minister for Health Prof M Amanullah, Health Seeretan
M Moniruzzaman, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University Vice-chancellor Prol M A

fahir. NICD
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

BSS report on PM's
assassination

baselss: Jamaat
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaal-e-Islami has sharply reacted
lo a recent BSS (Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha) report that said
two leaders ol the party are involved
in aconspiracy (o assassinate Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

The state-run news agency
quoting The Sunday Times of India
ran a news item which said 1wo
Jamaat leaders attended a meeting
al a Bangladeshi restaurant at Breda
in Southern Holland where a plot 1o
assassinate Sheikh Hasina was
inalised. The BSS report appeared
in differentnewspapersonApril 17.

ferming the news item das untrue

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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Bomb blast at missionary
school: 3 teachers hurt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, K711/t

Bomb explosion al a missionary
school at Khalishpur ‘on Tuesday
night lelt three teachers of the
schoolinjured,

The explosion caused extensive
damage 1o collapsible gate, wall and
doors and windows of the schoed. A
microbus parked there was also
damaged.

The injured are Shova, 40,
Kamala, 22 and Steven Sarkar, 28.

OC ol Khalishpur thana said
yesterday it was a time bomb
planted on the premises ol the
Rosemerry Pilot Flandicralt School
near Mohsin College at Khalishpur.

I'he school is meant for handi-

capped orphans with dormitory
SVYSLem |'1[\H.I{]l‘lllhI.II‘IIHL"U\H five. '

Carctaker of the school was the
st man o see it. He informed
KNhahishpur thana over phone. Bul
the bomb exploded before police
reached thoere, police said.

Walls of some neighbouring
houses were rocked by the explo-
sion, crediing big cracks.

The injured were admited o a
local clinic. Eighteen teachers and
students were staying in the hostel
of the school when the bomb
exploded.

Police believe the bomb explo-
sion was the retaliation taken by
extrenmisis who were refused 1ol by

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

etail price
Tk. 20/- only.

\

il i 5




