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Bayern Munich's Brazilian striker
Elber has said he is fully fir o face
Manchester United in the second
leg of their Champions League
quarter-final onWednesday.

“Lcan definitely play,” Elber, who
missed Bavern's 3-1 Bundesliga
defeat at home to Schalke 04 on
Saturday because of a knee injury,
said on his homepage at icons.com.
"We have forgotten all about losing
toSchalke," he added.

"Now Manchester United are
coming, We all realise what's at
Stake. The coach doesn't need to say
asingle word,”

Elber said he believed Bayern,
who won 1-0 at Old Trafford in the
flirst leg, have the experience to
progresstothe semifinals.

“We've had more or less the same
team for the last three years and we
have enough experience for games
like this,"said the Brazilian, who
sparkedheadlines before the firstleg
when he dismissed England captain
David Beckham as "nothing spe-
clal”.

“The first leg doesn't count
anymore.

"What we have to do is pul
Manchester United under pressure
and show them we're the home
Leam.

Real Madrid's chances of continu-
ing to defend their Champions
League title hinge on whether they
have the strength to contain
Galatasaray, and their Brazilian
striker Mario Jardel.

The two teams meetr in the
quarterfinal second-leg match here
at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium,
andalthough 1000 unsellable tickets
weresent back to Real by the impoy-
erished Turks, Jardel's presence
could bring riches beyond their
wildest dreams,

Galatasaray lead 3-2 after the
first-leg in the Ali Sami Yen stadium
tWo weeks ago and their lightback,
after being 2-0 down at half time,
shook Real Madrid's confidence to
the core.

lardel scored the last of the three
goals that night, thus securing the
win and taking his personal
Champions League tally 1o six this
season o sit joint top of the scorer's
charts,

Real coach Vincente Del Bosque
IS not playing down the Brazilian's
importance to the Turkish attack.

Jardel is the big danger. In
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A scorching goal four minutes into
injury-time from Garv McAllister
gave 10-man Liverpool a 3-2 win
over Everton in the 164th
Merseyside derby at Goodison Park
on Monday

McAllister's Iree-kick
duped Everton ‘keeper Paul Gerard
andclinched the three points for th
Anfield club in physical game thai

"‘-._’ Vdl li

left Scottish striker Duncan
Ferguson with all the time in the
world to come in and fire home the
n“hlh\t‘l

Liverpool were then awarded a
penalty for a questionable foul, but
striker Robbie struck his
cheekyattenmpratachip off the post,

COnly 12 munutes alter half time,

owler

leg at Anfield on Thursday, move up
o filth in the table above Chelsea,
while Everton are still not out ol
trouble as they bid to avoid the drop.

Earlier Monday Ipswich moved
(0 within a point of second-placed
Arsenal alter a 2-1 win
Premiership strugglers
Middleshrough at the Riverside

DOVE]

odds light to avoid relegation with a
priceless winning goal in a 1-0 vic-
tory over Sunderland at Highfield
Road.

Lhe win took Coventry to within
two points of fourth-bottom
Middlesbrough.

Welsh international Hartson
struck his Dith goal in the last four

time during Southend United's
home game against Mansfield.

A hospital spokesman said:
“Despite ellorts here at the hospital
and carlier at the ground, we were
unable toresuscitate MrNorth.

“The cause of death will not be

established until a post mortem has.

taken place but it appears he sul-
lered acardiac afrest.”

Salurday.

However, Jose Maria

mances from both

SO lar, is still not fully it after his own
injury problems and came ofl the
bench for only 28 minutes on

‘Guti'
Gutierrez rose (o the occasion and
scored a stunning hat trick while
there was oulstanding perfor-
Steve

San Siro. 1 have no doubt about
that,” Galalasarav's veteran
playmaker Gheorghe Hagi said
recently.

The charismatic Romanian
international, who will retire at the
end of the season, is desperate 10

_climinate Real Madrid, where he
spent a brief but miserable spell in
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concern 1S how 1o replace Hagi's
suspended fellow Romanian
Gheorghe Popescu in the centre of
thebacklour,

Coach Mircea lLucescu is
expected 1o draft in Emre Asik, and
in another change 1o the starting
line up in Turkey two weeks ago,
cither Fatih Akvel or }Hakan Unsal

wiltreplace the injured Lrgd¥y Féibe
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Fulham won the First Division
ehampionship on Monday afier a 1-
I draw againsit Sheffield Wednesdav,
Hllhnuy_;h the visitors came \'z'r-‘s'
closetospoiling the party. |

Irond Egil Soltvedt pul
Wednesday in front in the second
minute of first-half stoppage time.

But with 93 minutes on the clock
Sean Davis slotted home 10 give
Fulham the title and provoke rau
cous celebrations at the final whis-
tle.

PHOTO AFP
Fulham manager Jean Tigana
acknowledges the applause from
the stands at Fulham on April 16.

MP. Milan

Defending champions Lazio go into
Wednesday's rescheduled Talian
First Division match with Parma at
Rome's Olymipic Stadium in the
knowledge that they can not afford
many more mistakes if they are 10
relain the Scudetto they won last
season.

This match lasted only six min
utes on April 7 when referee Stefano
Braschihad o call a halt as torrentiap
rain made the surface unplayable
and on Wednesday Lazio get the
second chance (o close the gap on
leaders AS Romaand second-placed
Juvenius

Il they win their game in hand
against Parma they wall move within
seven points of Roma and three ol
luventus with cight rounds of games
left,

Fhat seven-point gap would be
by no means insurmountable as
Lazio and Roma are vet 1o meet in
the Roman derby while Roma and
luvearestilltoclash at Turin,

But defeat - even a draw - would
leave a lot of work to do [or Dino
Zoll's side, even considering they

1o the Scudetio on the last day of the
season.

Argentinian Claudio Lopez is
likely to join his compatriot Hernan
Crespo in a two-man strike force
with Zoll indicating he will revert 1o
4-4-2 from the 4-5-1 he has pre-
lerredin recent weeks,

But talismanic midfielder Juan
Sebastian Veron, also an Argentine,
IS unavailable through suspension
and Roberto Baronio will be dralied
into midfield alongside Argentinian
Diego Simeone,

he filth Argentine Lucas Martin
Castroman and Karel Poborsky will
dispute the berth on the right side of
the midfield while Giuseppe
Pancaro and Simone Inzaghi rejoin
the squad after recent injury prob-
lems.

Parma look 1o consolidate their
grip on the fourth place which
would qualify them for the prelimi-
nary round ol next vear's
Champions League, -

FIXTURE
Wednesday: Lazio v Parma (18:30
GMT)

“Match abandoned on April 7
with scareO-Oalter sixminutes

Newcastle United striker Alan
Shearer will not play again this
season because of a knee injury and
could face further surgery.
I'he 30-year-old former England
captain has been struggling for
litness since undergoing an opera-
tion to cure tendinitis in his right
knee on December 27,

IHe visited specialist Dr Richard
steadman in the United States in
March and was told to rest the knee
but lurther scans have revealed the
injury hasstill not healed,

"I have been clinging 1o an out-
side chance that I might play again
thisseason but thisis not going to be
possible,” Shearer t1old the
Newcastle Evening Chronicle,

“United have sent further scans
to Dr Steadman and he claims that
while there has been some improve-
ment, thekneeissullnot right.

‘He has told me to start light
jogging next week but il there is any
pain I would have 1o stop straight-
away,

SIwill fly over to see Dr Steadman
at his ¢linic again next month for
another examination and I will just
haveto take it from there,

REUTERS, Madrid

Brazilian forward Rivaldo says he
knows nothing about a claim that
Barcelona are set to negotiate his
transler (o an “important” English
club.

‘I know nothing about meetings
between clubs and | don't want (o
know anything about them, " he said
on hiswebsite.

“ITitis down to me I will honour
my contract, How many times do |
have to say that?... It all depends on
the lans, the president and the
directors. I they want me to, | will
continue.”

The agent ol Barcelona team
mate and captain Pep Guardiola had
said on Catalan television station
Canal 33 that negotiations between
Barcelona and a Premier League
side would take place later this
week,

“Next Thursday there will be a
meeting between an important
English club and representatives ol
Barcelona to negotiate the transler
ol Rivaldo,” Jose Maria Orobitg said
on the programme Gol a Gol on
Sunday night.

Guardiola shocked Spanish
loothall last week by announcing

agent said the claim was untrue.
“There is absolutely no truth in this
claim,” Jose-Maria Minguella 1old
Reuters.

“We know aboul the claim bul
neither the player nor the club are
going to be negotiating with another
clubabout the future of the player.”

Rivaldo also said he had received
a phone call from Barcelona presi-
dent Joan Gaspart telling him not 1o
worry about the rumours,

‘I wasn't worried,” Rivaldo said.
“But | thank him for his gesture
because it has put my mind at case.”
Rivaldo has hinted belore that he
would understand il the Catalan
club decided 10 sell him betore his
contract expires in June 2003,
But club president Joan Gaspart has
insisted that the formerWorld Player
of the Year will stay at the Nou Camp.
Spanish media speculated on
Monday that the English ¢lub could
be Manchester United, who reporlt-
cdly expressed aninterest in signing
the Brazilian last season.

When rumours of a possible
move away from Barcelona sulaced
last month Rivaldo said he was
lattered by the interest of other
clubs, but that any future transler
wasin the hands ol Barcelona,

got the ability to gb there and get a
goal - and if we score a goal the
game's turned over, " said Ferguson

Skipper Roy Keane has called on
his team-mates o remember the
1999 semi-hinal, when United drew
-1 against Htahan giants Juventus
before winning the return leg 3-2 in
the Stadio delle Alpi after being two
goals down.

“IUsgaing to be anuphillbatte in
Munich and we need 1o show the
same fighting spirit like we did a
couple of years ago when we won
the trophy, * said Keane.

“Then we were in a peetty bad
poasition against Juventus, but we
came back togetto the final.

"It looked like we were out of the
competition, but we dug deep and
that's what we have to do again in
Munich.,

“We will have 1o do it the hard
way, but that's the way we like to do
things | suppose. If vou want to win
the European Cup you have to do
these things.”

Keane believes United are capa-
ble ol scoring in the Olympic

Stadium and shutting Bavern out to

doubt at all.

‘Hopelully we'll remember that
when we're standing in Munich's
stadiom.”

Keane sad itis (ime for the play-
erstostandup andbe counted.

“Lvery plaver should be looking
at themselves and wondering, and
I moncol them.

“There have been other plavers at
United who had big reputations and
they were sold nonetheless, so we
should all bewaorried.”

Bavern striker Giovane Elber,
who sulfered a knee injury against
Borussia Doromund nine days ago,

IS expected to start despiie missing 90

training for most oflast week.

Coach Oumar Hitzleld was
optinistic that Elber will be ready 1o
lace United.

“I'm assuming that Giovane will
be [it to play on Wednesday agansi
Manchester,” he said.

However, club masseur Fredi
Binder adopted a mare cautious
approach. “We are, of course, doing
everything we can,” he said. "But
we'lljust have 1o wait and sec how il
2OCS.
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