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Shilpi not yet
out of danger

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

I'he condition of Amena Akhtar
Shilpi, injured in Saturday’s bomb
explosion at Ramna Batamul, did
notimprove,

Still unconscious, 18-year old
Shilpiis notout ol danger.

Surgeons yesterday morning
performed tracheostomy (lorma-
tion of a small opening in the wind-
pipe) to enable her breathe directly
through the device Known as venti-
lator.

*Tracheostomy was done to help
Shilpi breathe directly through the
ventilator. Shilpi was breathing
through an air-tube inserted into
her mouth, which was a bit dithcult
for a patient like her,” said Di
Luthful Aziz. who 1s 1n charge ol
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at the

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib

Medical University Hospital

C1 scan
brain imaging, shows that Shilpi
does not have any blood clot in her
brain. “There is no need lor surgical

an advanced stage ol

said Dr Aziz.
Shilpi wall stay at the hospital

until her condition improves. She s |

being treated free ol cost, and all
costs are borne by Prime Ministel
Sheikh Hasina

Meanwhile, six ol the injured 1n
Saturdav’'s Ramna Batamul bomb
explosion are still in the intensive
care unit (1CU) while two others are
in separate wards ol Dbhaka
Combined Military Hospital (CM1H)
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Property worth
Tk 5 lakh of
cotton mills

gutted in Ctg

OUR CORRESPONDENT, €1

Property worth Tk 5 lakh of Ibrahim
Cotton Mills was gutted at
Natunpara under Bayezid thana in
the city yesterday

[he fire originated Ilrom
electric short circuit at around 7.40
in the moming

A ring machine and
machinery were damagedinthe fire

BSS adds: In another lire, at least
60 tharched houses were bumt at
Labour Colony of A K Khan Match
Factory at Kalurghat

One person was critically injured
when he came in touch with a lve
electric wire. The [ire onginated
fromakitcheninthe colony.

The mj:ihd was admitted [«
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital. Over 300 labourers
became homeless in the two-hour
fire, sources said

In another incident at
Maizpara, Rubi Gate in Panchlaish
thana 12 dwelling houses wert
gutied.

| he fire originated from a burn-

dll

other

lire

FPHOTOD STAR

Luminaries of the country's cultural arena lead a silent procession in the city yesterday. Organised by Chhayanaut,

-

' the procession protested the Ramna Batamul carnage that left nine people killed and 20 injured on Pahela
- Baishakh.

intervention for the ume being,” |

'Resist conspiracy against
Bangalee culture'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cultural luminaries at a rallyv at the
Central Shaheed Minai
called upon all sections ol the publi

Vi NIl'ILLI}.

Hrm and massivi
L

(o build up a

resistance againsit religious

lanaics
| hev saitd modern sociely cannol

lorgive them for their imhuman and
heinous act. The rally WdS Orgdnist "
hy l!}hxﬂ.:h.ullfl'i-h'h s1 the bai
baric acl ol bomb attack at Ramna
Balamul during Pahela Baishakh
celedralions

ney 1ell that a iresn VIROTOUS
movement should b nitiated
ICross the country against the lorces
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destroy Bangalee culture

lhe cultural personalities also
demanded that the motves behind
the bomb explosion be unearthed,
and the attackers and then palrons
immediately arrested and punished

Several hundred people, mostly
cultural acuwvists gathered at the
Shaheed Minar, wearing
black badge and carrving black flag
\ large cCi
stationed in the area

Police
on the Shaheed Minai PICINHSeS and

Central
nimgent ol pohce was
AlsO scanned some areas

used metal detector while checking
peoplen

| he protest rally began with the
song EK1 Aparoop Roope Ma Tomai
Herinu Palh Janam which was ren-
dered at thie HLHTH;Jlldldlﬂlﬂt!U!iH};
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Bangabandhu Murder Case
Hearing on split verdict ends

in Third Judge's Court

[he hearing of Bangabandhu
Murder Trial yesterday ended at the
High Court with the prosecution
reply to defence claims demanding
acquittal of six ol the 15 accused
after 24 days ol arguments on the
split verdict ol the previous bench
“The case is adjourned for verdicl
(CAB),” Justice Mohammad Fazlul
Karim told the prosecution and
delence lawyers when chiel prose-
cution counsel Serajul Haq ended
his submission belore the third
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he would pass the judgement on the
case

Earlier, replying to the delence
claim questioning the legal basis ol
the trial of "army officers” in civil
court, the chiel prosecution counsel
sald the army authorities gave theit
clearance (o try their personnel in
line with the legal provisions

Haq said according to the law
both the civil and military courts
could try the convicts. The army
authority gave their approval (o try
them in civil court when Dhaka
Sessions and District Judge in 1996

the Chhayanaut's function on
Saturday mormimg when a bomb
explosion killed nine people and
inured 20 others

Dr. Anisuzzaman told the rally
that unnatural deaths and incidents
ol bomb explosion in the country
were nothing new, but the bomb
blast at the Chhavanaut function
was different from the others and it
hasleltevervone inutter shock

Ihe attack 1S not against any
person, rather it's against our age-
old Bangalee culture and tradition,”
he sald and demanded exemplary
punishment to the killers

lerming the madent as a big
(0 the Bengah culture, i
Anisuzzaman said the attack proved

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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sentaletterto the drmy seeking their
opinion on the matter before initiat-
Ing the tnal process.

On the claim of Khan Sailur
Rahman, lawyer for convicted
Licutenant Cofonels Syed Farook
Rahman and Muhiuddin Ahmed
(artillery), that the August 15, 1975
carnage was part ol an “army
mutiny” therefore it should be tried
in a military court, the prosecution
said the legal delinition did not
apply n the case.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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' Will journalist Tipu remain disabled?

 The Daily Star- s znen
Tipu Treatment Fund
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generously to this Fund
iave Tipu from Disability

] Send donations to: Savings Account No. 25002111
| Dhaka Bank Ltd Karwan Bazar Branch, Dhaka

Export Promotion Bureau
122-124, Motijheel C/A
Dhaka

Notice

All concerned are jhereby iInformed that due to
unavoidable circumstances the 33rd meeting of
the Export Promotion Council will now be held on
the 29th April, 2001 at Sonargaon Hotel at 10:00
am instead of the 18th April, 2001 as was
notified earlier. Letters have already been sent to
all concerned in this regard. EPB is extremely
sorry for the inconveniences caused.

Director (P & P)
Export Promotion Bureau
Dhaka

Govt appoints 2
ECs keeping
Opposition in
dark: BNP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhulyan said the govern-
ment again proved its dishonesty by
appointing two clection commis-
sioners afresh without consulting
any opposition political party.
Giving his instant reaction to the
reporters at the 29 Minto Road
yesterday evening, Bhuiyan said,
“Personally, 1 don't know the two
retired judges appointed election
commissioners (ECs) unilaterally by
the Awami League government.”
Bhuiyan also said the govern-
ment on the eve of its departure
from power appointed the ECs
without consulting any political
party, which is completely unwise,
L he government did the same thing
al the tme of giving important
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Haripur plant needs fine-tuning
for reliable power supply

STAR REPORT

The 360MW Haripur power plant,

installed by AES and inaugurated by
the prime minister on Apnl 15,
would take two to three more weeks
o reliably supply power 1o the
national grid, sources said,

Fhe plant started test operations
from April 9 and supplied 15MW
power (o the national grid on April
15. However, it was shut down
Monday as Titas stopped gas supply
to install some valves at the local
stationand calibrate its equipment.

“In the next few weeks, the plant
would runand be stopped as there is
a lot of tests which AES should
undertake,” said a source explaining
why the plant stopped functioning
alter inauguration,

With election drawing near, the
povernment decided 1o push AES 1o

begin operation much ahead of the
schedule.

As perits contract with the Power
Development, AES was scheduled to
begin commercial power generation
from January 28, 2003,

However, the US company
declared last year thatit would I'n.-;:lr"l
commercial operation using com-
bined cycle technology from
October 31 this year.

ironically, while floating the
power project, the government
outhined a schedule of October 200]
as the Haripur private power plant's
commercial operation deadline.
Due to delays in negotiations with
ALS, the government differed from
Its original schedule by about two
years. |

However now, at the request of
the government, AES agreed 1o
supply 240MW from April 15 using
simple cycle technology,

As this power supply has been
arranged outside the actual con-
tract, its tarfl would be higher than

m———

the contractual pricing of 2.72 US
cents per kilowatt hour, arate that is
considered one of the lowest in the
world. Sources said it would be
around 5.5 cents per unit (or Tk
1.00). However, Irom October 31,
PDB would purchase the power ai
2.72cents,

PDB has initialled a short-term
power purchase contract with AES
lor power supply using simple cycle
technology. The final agreement is
vetto besigned,

Right now, whatever power AES
would be producing as part of the
plant test would be free.

It 1s yel to begin operation
commercially. The government is
paying for the gas being provided by
Litas, but AES is not charging any-
thing until it is ready 1o, provide
powcer commercially,” said a source
adding AES would undertake alot of
lests thismonth.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1}

Bus service suspended as
extortionists demand toll

Sji.-}l F CORRESPONDENT

BRTC bus service on the Dhaka-Gazipur route has remained suspended
lormore than two weceks alter the bus operators refused to pay an UNspeci-
fiedamount oftollsdemanded by agroup of extortionists.

BRTC sources said the services have been suspended since April |
learing reprisal from the extortionists. The sources, however, declined to

disclose the amount,

Lhey said a gang ol local mastaans in Shimultali area in Joydevpur
recently demanded "a hefty sum' in exchange lor a ‘safe passage’ of the

commulter buses.

Ihe same gang in Shimultali and Joydevpur town has long been
demanding toll from the BRTC bus operators. On several occasions, the
gangresortedtoviolence andsnatched money fromthe busoperators.

tollowing the latest demand, the company that runs the service on
icase from the BRTC decided to stop the buses from plying the route
lwenty-six big buses operate on the route everyday commuting thou-

sands ol people

BRTC Chairman Azmal Chowdhry admitted that the bus service
remained suspended lollowing toll demand by the local mastaans.
I le said the BRTC tried to start a new route from Konabari arca follow

Opposition calls
Ershad a
'collaborator’

of AL govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

I'he BNP-led opposition alliance
yesterday formally disowned Jatiya
Party Chairman HM Ershad, calling
him a collaborator of the Awami
League government.

"The desertion of Ershad will not
do any harm to the opposition
movement,” a meeting of the
Central Liaison Committee (CLC)
said.

Held at the BNP central olflice
vesterday with BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan in
the chair, the meeting said those
betraying the current movement

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Hartal suicidal but

unavoidable

Saifur tells AmCham meeting

S_sr.xrii CORRESPONDENT

Former Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman has said the country is now
gommg through a volatle situgtion
but hoped it would ultimately lead
the politicians 10 show a compro-
mising attitude and address the
needsol the people.

Rahman was addressing the
members of American Chamber ol
Commerce in Bangladesh
(AmCham) at its monthiy luncheon
meenng at Hotel Sherdaton  in the
city yesterday. US Ambassador Mary
Ann Pelers was also present.

\bout hartal, the BNP stalwan

said ‘personally | am not a fan of
hartal® as it is suicidal [or the ecun-
CHTIY

But it is unlortunate that haral
has (0 be called. It 1s complerely
circumstannal. We don’t have any
other oplion as we have Lo survive”
Rahman said.

We inhenited the practice from
our predecessors who enlorced as
many as 13 days of hartal,” he said
In a lighter veimohe added.” We stil)
lag behind them.

Rahman said the present rohegs
are leaving behind a fragile econ-
omy which would be very difficuli
SEE PAGE11 COL 7
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Former president and chairman of his faction of Jatiya Party HMErshad addresses an extended meeting of the party
atthe Institution of Engineers inthe city yesterday.
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Members of the public can view the Environmental Review
Summary Report until 18/05/2001. Questions may be directed fo :

Llokman Hossain
Project Management Team
51/B, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka -1213
Tel : 9885116-23 Ext: 118, Fax : (880-2) 8823392, 8824107
E-mall : <bre@bdcom.com>
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'UNIQUE HOTEL & RESORTS LTD 8

'“*-_- : Unique Hotel & Resorts Lid., a concern of Unique Group has

started ifs operation with a view fo constructing a five-star
business hotel in Dhaka. The company has signed
partnership agreement/ten-year management confract
(renewable), with world famous American business hotel
chain Starwood Hofel & Resorts World Wide Inc.

Unique Hotel & Resorts Lid. is implementing an investment
program that includes such activities as 'The Westin Dhaka',
a five-star business hotel. The project is fo bulld and operarte
a 242- room 5 star hotel with Heavenly bed, of a standard
that international business visitors would expect, in an areq of
Dhaka known as Gulshan, approximately midway between
the Increasingly congested cilty cenfer and Dhaka's
International airport.

An Environmental Review Summary Report for the project

has been prepared by International Finance Corporatfion Qs
. part of Its environmental and social due diligence. The
b Environmental Review Summary Report will be available for
SSSpublic review starting 18/04/2001 at the following places.

O Unique Group of Companies Liq.
51/8, Kemal Afaturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka-1213

£ Hofel Site
Plot No. 1, CWN (B), Road No. 45, Gulshan -2, Dhaka -1212
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