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Garments factory

Labour unrest forced suspension of
production of a foreign owned
garments factory at Chittagong
Export Processing Zone (CEPZ)

CMM withdraws
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Opposing the police claim that the
accused are absconding, they said
their clients are very much within
the reach of the judiciary. So the
question of absconding does not
arise atall.

The accused include some top
lawyers like Khandaker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed and Barrister
Nazmul Huda.

The lawyers for Murshed Khan
also sentletters, along with copies of
the HC order and the writ peutions,
to the OCs of Gulshan and Ramna
thanas on Monday evening, sources
close to the accused said yesterday.

They also said the accused are
going to file a defamation suit and
bring contempt charge against the
pohice for J:‘scrihing them as
absconders and praving for orders
to arrest them and atrach their
properiy.

closed at CEPZ
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yesterday, CEPZsource said.

Lik Fung Garments Ltd., owned
by Hong Kong based company, was
cz:rsed yesterday following clash
between agitated workers and
management personnel on
Monday, CEPZ and police sources
said.

About 15 people including five
Chinese nationals were injured in
the clash.

Police arrested two workers in
this connection. A case was filed
against them under Public Salety
Act.

Monday's clash ensued when the
agitating workers gharaoed the
factory officials demanding pay
hike.

['he workers at one stagewenton
the rampage, CEPZ source said.

Additional police force were
deployed in and around the factory
to avoid fresh violence.

The factory was running in CEPZ
with a workfarce of about 700 peo-
ple ‘

However, trade union achivities
are banned in the export processing
zone.

Earlier, some towel manufactur-
ing industries faced labour unrest in
CEPZ
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that has aimed (o save the country
and i1ts people would be branded as
“people’sberravers”.

[t said the government continued
propaganda by HM Ershad in an il
attempt 10 upsel the current move-
ment and create confusion among
the people. But thisitl motive would
not besuccesstul.

The CLC in a resolution said
Frshad made entente with the
government while in jail and is now
acting as ils stooge. It said Frshad
alter being released fromyjail started
making untrue and baseless State-
ments. And his mission is to mislead
the people and loil the people’s
movemenit.

Ihe meeung said the news on
| rshad's entete was published while
Frshad was in jail. At that nme, the
alhance categorically told him that
he must clear his stance alier his
release.

The CLC mceting expressoed ats
derermination to maintain the unity

sErshad a collaborator

ol the alliance at any cost.

It observed that the government
afraid of the people’s unity hatched
conspiracy Lo splitit and is using its
stooges lor thisevil purpose.

It called upon the countrymen
and leaders and activists of the
alliance to remain alert about the
betrayers and not to be misled by
their activities and statements.

Italso called uponthe people and
leaders and activists to intensify the
current movement and oust the
"lascist” government from power.

BNP leaders Dr Khandaker
Mosharral Hossain, M Shamsul
Islam, Mirza Abbas, Sadeque
Hossain Khoka, |P leaders ABM
Golam Mostafa, Kazi Firoz Rashid,
Shah Mohammad Abu Zafar, Sailur
Rahman and Golam Sarwar Milon,
Jamaal leaders Abdul Qader Mollah,
Mujibur Rahman, ATM Azharul
Islam and 10} leaders Ahmed Abdul
Qader, Shaliquddin, Muhammad
faiub and Abdur Rab Yusuli
attended themeeting,

2 ECs appointed

if@Q%AGﬂhd aNUCOaA IBNOA

borm-at village Keshua in
Chandanaish upazila in Chittagong
onApni30, 1940.

He obtained B Com degree in
1961 and LIB in 1966 from the
University of Dhaka. He started his
career as Munsef (Assistant Judge) in
1969.

He worked as Sub-judge,
Assistant Sessions Judge, Additional
District and Sessions Judge and
Deputy Secretary (Ministry of Law)
from 1981 1o 1986.

Munsef Ali also worked as
Chairman of the Court of
Settlement, Member,
Administrative Tribunal, Divisional
Special Judge and Judge in the Drug
Count of Bangladesh from 1986 to
1997.

TR condaiant in heWorly
Bank for Legal and Judicial Capacity
Building Project, Bangladesh, from
1997 1o 1998 and Convenor, special
commiltee on interest remission of
the sick industries.

A K Mohammad Ali was born on
October 8, 1941 at willage Bodia of
Sujanagar upazila under Pabna
district. He started his career as
Munsef (Assistant Judge) in 1969,

He served as District and
Sessions Judge in Sunamganj,
Magura, Narail, Naogaon, Bholaand
Dinajpur districts. He retired as
Divisional Special Judge, Dhaka
division on October 7, 1999.

“I have got the new assignment
and will do my best to discharge my
responsibilities, Mohammad Ali
toldThe Daily Star.

Resist conspiracy
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that some people are still averse 1o
the culture, "But we are not here 1o
protest the attack, we are here (o
start a new fight against the atrack-
ers.”

He said a new battle has begun
between the pro- and anti-
liberation forces following the bomb
altack. He also urged the politicians
10 join in the battle with the com-
mon men against anti-liberation
forces.

President of Chhayanaut Dr.
Sanjida Khatun said, "We all are
shocked at the bomb artack, but we
are not at all scared. We have no way
10 go back, rather will go ahead with
our cultural activities by resisting all
the evil forces.”

She urged the people 1o launch a
greater movement o root out the

harmful forces from the country.
lerming the incident barbaric and
inhuman, she demanded immedi-
dle arrest of all the culprits and

Haripur plant
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These tests include initial simple
cycle capacity test, reliability run
est, automatic voliage regulation
droop. turbine governor operation
and a seven-day non-stop reactive
capacity tesl.

Like ALES. the local Titas pgas
station is also tuning is equipmeni
in harmony with the AES plant and
ISyYellostartiis meler.

2 ltis a remarkable achievemeni
Of AES 10 begin operation ahead of
the schedule because no power
plant in Bangladesh begins opera-
ton before the schedule,” said a
Source, “In many cases, there are
nstances of eight years' delay in
implementing a power project by
the PDB. Even the private barge
mount power plants never started
operation ahead of schedule.”

The planmt would consume
around 80 million cubic feer of gas
per day (mmcfd) during full opera-
lion. AES would purchase this gas
from PDB ar the rate of 2.4 dollar per
unid, more than double the bulk rate.,

punitive action against them.

President of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote (SS]) Ramendu
Majumdar read out an announce-
ment at the rally demanding both
social and political ban on religious
fanatics.

One-minute silence was
observed at the fag end of the rally as
a mark of respect 10 the departed
souls.

Later, a silent procession was
brought out from the Central
Shaheed Minarwhich ended in front
ol Jatiya Press Club. Hasan Imam, Ali
Zaker, Sarah Zaker, Asaduzzaman
Noor and many other cultural per-
sonalities took part in the proces-
sion.

Chhayanaut will hold a civic rally
at the Ramna Batamul tomorrow 1o
protest the bomb attack. The SS) will
also hold a protest rally at the
Central Shaheed Minar protesting
the barbaricact thisaliernoon.

One DAG, four
AAGs appointed

BSS, Dhaka

President Shahabuddin Ahmed has
appointed Syed Haidar Ali as deputy
attorney general and four Supreme
Court lawyers as assistant attorneys
general, an official handout said
here yesterday.

Haider Ali was an assistant attor-
ney general until his new appoint-
ment.

The four new attorneys general
are: Saifuddin Ahmed Chowdhury,
Reba Kaniz, Bhabesh Chandra
Sarkar and Sardar Zinnat Ali.

Police ofticer
shot in city
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Miscreants shot a police officer of
Sutrapur thanaat Dhalpurin the city
at5pmyesterday.

Assistant sub-inspector Shadat
Hossain, 32, was on his way to the
police station when three miscre-
ants stopped his rickshaw al
Dhalpur and shot him in the right
thigh. They also hurled crackers at
the policg olficer.

He was sent Lo the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital yesterday.

A case was fhiled with Sutrapur
thanin this regard.

Shilpi
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admission on Saturday night,” said
an army ollicer secking anonymity.

Without naming the injured the
officer said, " Since they are improv-
ing, they were shilted to ICU-2 from
ICU-1 today (Tuesday).” the ollicer
told the Daily Star yesterday.

Some ol the patients who mositly
suffered burn injuries required
minor surgery, sources in CMH said
lastnight.

Feni BNP activist
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Manik.

Manik was gunned down by
some unidentified assatlant at 1-30
pmat village Rampur the same day.

According 1o witnesses, the Jubo
I eague and BCL activists atlacked

Suraj's house at about 9pm and |

dragged him out of his housc al
gunpoint, Thev beat Suray merci-
lesshy and shot hime pomt blank.
Suraj died on the spot.

Feni thana police recovered
Suraj's body at midnight Monday
night and sent it to the hospital for
autopsy.

District BNP President
Mosharraf Hossain, MP, blamed the
ruling partymen for the killing and
demanded immediate arrest ol the
killers.

33 pc pass
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Of them, 33 students obtained first
class, 13998 second class and 9144
third class.

A total of 18317 students
appeared at the BSc examinations,
of whom 8194 passed. Of the suc-
cessful candidates, 509 bagged first
class, 6345 second class and 1340
third class.

A total of 31737 students
appeared at the B Com examina-
tions. Of them, 10478 came out
successful. Of the successful candi-
dates, six students got first class,
4281 second class and 6187 third
class.

Four students out of 33 passed
the BA (Music) examinations.

Govt appoints
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appointments at the Election
Commission, and the previous
appointments triggered a lot of
controversy.

He said Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament and BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia had earlier demanded
that the government not appoint
new ECs and suggested that the
caretaker government through
consultation with all parties could
fill the vacant posts,

But the government has ignored
it outright. "This [resh appoiniment
has clearly proved that govern-
ment’s intention is not honest al
all,” the secretary general added,

It may be mentioned that
Khaleda Zia at a recent press confer-
ence urged the President not to sign
the hile ofappointment of two ECs.
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Sammilito Samajik Andolon took to the city streets yesterday with a call to resist enemies of Bengali culture and

heritage.
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full-Nedged border outpost.

Bangladesh had made several
pleas to India to vacate the Padua
outpost and the vicinity, the latest al
a deputy director general-level
meeting of the border forces last
year, before the reclamation mis-
sion,

'he Indian authorities, however,
continued to loot-drag on the issue
on one pretext or the other
Meanwhile, Bangladesh survevors
and lorces had to seek permission
[rom India even to check the border
pillars behind Padua. In July 1999
BSE detained and harassed a large
BDR patrol.

According 1o sources, BDR has
entrenched its position in the gen-
eral vicinity ol Sonarhat to Tamabil,
a streich ol nearly 40 miles. The
normal one battalion strength ol
around a thousand men, which
patrols the border line in the north-
eastern stretch, has only been
bected up by an additnon of around
100 BDR personnel.

Indian border forces at the Padua
camp have been surrounded from
all sides, as the entire stretch falls
within Bangladesh territory. The
BSFE personnel have been allowed 1o
move in and out for lood provisions
only under BDR vigilance.

I'he BSE strength at the Padua
outpost has been bolstered 1o
around 40 Irom a usual 25
Otherwise Indian mulitary activity
was nol visible in the arca till yester-
day afternoon. However, tension
was prevailhing i the area. Indian
and Bangladesh border lorces were
reported 1o have dug m i then
respectve p ISILIONS.,

“We are expecting the Indians 1o
exit salely back to their territory and
will not allow them to bring in rein-
forcements into the Padua camp. We
are allowing them sale passage
back,” a BDR spokesman said.

| he Indians reportedly triggered
the Bangladesh forces to act 1o free
Padua.

In a gross violation ol interna-
tional rules and the 1975 border

BDR takes control of Padua

regulations, agreed by both coun-
tries, the Indian side started con-
struction of a pucca road six kilo-
metres from Padua near Sonarhatin
|akat area.
BDR patrol a few days ago. When
BDR asked the Indian lorces 1o stop
construction, they did not comply
but instead built a road on the nmight
of April 11in anovernightoperation

At a llag meeting of the battalion
level Monday, the Indian side was
asked 1o dismantle the road by fous
o'clock in the alternoon since it el
within 30 metres ol zero line. In
1975, 11 has been agreed mutually
that no construction work would be
undertaken within 300 metres ol the
international boundary
the Indian border lorces displayed
utmost reluctance i dismantling

the road.
Sector

I'his was detected by

However,

commanders ol both
countnes were holding a meeting
that began vesterday evening. The
known il 1h

OuicoOMe was nol

writing ol this report
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Former finance minister and BNP standing committee member M Saifur Rahman MP addresses a meeting of the
American Chamber of Commerce in Bangladesh at a city hotel yesterday.

Bangabandhu Murder Case
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"According to the Army Act, a

mutiny is a collective insubordina-

ion and collective action 10 resist a
military order. In this case neither of

thetwoisapplicable,” Hagsaid.

He said in this case a group of

army men hatched a plot to fulfil
their personal anger and ambition
and as the outcome of the conspir-

acy some civilians (including

Bangabandhu) and army personnel

were killed. "It is a simple murder

case.”

On claims of Muhiuddin's (artil-
lery) innocence on the grounds that
he did not enter the residence of

Bangabandhu along with the Killers

Or was not a party to the plot, the
prosecution said one's conviction
does not need his personal presence
atthespotoloffence.

The chiel prosecutor, who was
assisted among others by special
prosecutor Anisul Haq, said accord-
ing (o the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) (article 302 and 34) commis-
sion of any oflence “in lurtherance
with @ common intention” meant

that anybody who was a party to the
common intention commitied it
“alone”,

He said although Muhiuddin did
not kill anybody during the August
15 carnage, his very presence with
cannons near the 32 Dhanmondi
and lirnng artllery shells indicated
hisrolein the killings.

"He did not go there to fish in the
Dhanmondi Lake with cannons,”
the prosecution said citing several
precedence of convictions at home
and abroad for assisting in carrying
out murder plots.

[he case came to the single-
judge bench court of the third judge
in view of the December 14 split
verdict ol the previous bench ol
Justice Mohammad Ruhul Amin and
Justice ABM Khairul Haque.

Ihe hirst judge acquitted live ol
the .15 accused while the second
judge sentenced all to death
upholding the 1998 verdict of the
trial court. They were, however, also
split on the charge ol a sixth convict,
fugitive captain Majed, though they
unanimously sentenced him 1o

death.

Currently only four of the 15
Lieutenant Colonels Farook
Rahman, Shahriar Rashid and
Muhiuddin Ahmed (arullery) and
Major Bazlul Huda are facing the
trial in person from Dhaka Central
Jaul

['he 10 convicts to lace the death
penally under the unanimous
verdict are former licutenant colo-
nels Syed Farook Rahman
Sultan Shahriar Rashid Khan,
Khondoker Abdur Rashid, Sharilul
Haque Dalim, BU, AM Rashed
Chowdbury, AKM Mohiuddin
(lancer), SHBM Nur Chowdhury,
Mohammad Abdul Aziz Pasha,
[ormer Major Bazldl Huda and
Captain Abdul Mazed

The hve persons acquitted by
Jlustice Ruhul Amin are Licutenant
Colonels Mohiuddin Ahmed (arnl-
lery), Major Ahmed Sharful Hoss:ain,
Captain Mohammad Kismal
Hashem, Captain Nazmul Hossain
Ansar and Risaldar Muslemuddin
alias Moslehuddin

|
|

DB, other agencies
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Star that they needed more time 1o
net out the culprits. He said they
were crosschecking several factors
pertainingto the explosion,

Ihe investigation officers have
already interrogated the eight
injured persons at the Dhaka
Combined Military Hospital (CMH),
Akhterruzaman said they strongly
believe that at least three people,
killed on the spot with the most
horrendous injuries, were carrying
the bomb.

DB officials said that the eight of
the nine people currently under
treatment ar the CMH would be
interrogated on their release from
the hospital. They said they were
sure that at least some of these
people could possess valuable
information regarding the fartal
bomb explosion,

Meanwhile, aulopsy reports of
the dead were sent 1o Ramna police
station yesterday afternoon where
police have filed two cases of mur-
der.

Nine injured persons were
shifted 1o the CMH from DMCH on
Saturday night following a directive
from the prime minister. Condition

of Afzal, aged about 15, is said to be
critical at the Intensive Care Unit of
CMH.

Police sourcessaid that they were
not ruling out “internal conflicts” in
some factions. They said the investi-
gation was still wide open.

Ershad's JP
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extended meeting. The party quit
the alliance on the basis of their
CONSensus, meeting sources said,

It was announced at the meeting
that the party would field candi-
dates in all the 300 constituencies in
the coming parliament election. If
Upazila elections take place ahead
of the general election, the party
would contest in all the 467
Upazilas.

IP (Ershad) would form an alli-
ance with the like-minded parties.

I'he party announcement pro-
posed amendment to Jaws in con-
lict with the Quranic principles and
the Sharia.

The meeting chaired by Raushan
Ershad was also addressed by,
among others, leaders of different
district units of the party;

Foil plot: PM
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she said, adding that the pro-
liberation forces must unite against
the anti-hiberation elements so that
they could not conspire againsi
independence and sovereignty.

| housands ol freedom highters
wearing white T-shirts and white
caps and holding minjature flags ol
Bangladesh, chanted slogans
approving the call from the pnme
Imruster

Cabinet Ministers, MPs, Awami
League leaders, chiels of the army,
navy and air lorce, and top civil and
military bureaucrats were present (1o
celebrate the occasion

On this day in 1971, the first
provisional government ol
Bangladesh was formed wilh
nation's independence hero
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman as President

Relerring (o the kKilling ol nine
people 1In @ bomb explosion al
Chhavanaut’'s function, Hasina said
those who staged Lhe iuﬂllt‘t;_}'l do noi
believe 1in the country's independ-
cnee.

Blaming BNP lor sheltering anti

beration  and communal forces

|
deleated in the 1996G-¢lechion and

rejecied by the people became mad
by losing power and indulged in
destructive actHvides! L= e

"Why isthisttarmage, who staged
the killing, who are their patrons?’
questioned Hasina

Narrating the history ol
Liberation War and the post-75
political scenario, Hasina said the
past regimes wanted 10 erase the
nation'’s history of victory, kept the
new generation in the dark and
tortured [reedom fighters who could
not even tell their glorious stories,

T'he pnme minister straightway
accused General Zdaur Rahman of
freeing Razakars and Al Badrs
arrested on specilic charges ol

arson, killing and rape and giving
political shelter 10 these elements
including Golam Azam who was
stripped ol his citizenship. Even
Gen. Zia made a razakar the pnime
minister, she said.

I'he defeated forces,” she said,
have become acluve again and
started conspiracy to make
Bangladesh a province of that
deleated country (Pakistan)

I'he rally was also addressed by
Liberation War veterans Adv. Yunus

All, Prot Abdul Mannan MPE Dr.
fouhque Elahi Chowdhury (Bir
Bikram)., Mahbub Uddin (Bir
Bikram Col (Rid) AR Azam

Chowdhury and Lt Col (Rtd) Abu
Osman Chowdhury

Farlier, the prime minister
placed wreaths at the aliar of the
Munibnagar Smnty Soudha
stood 1In silence lor a while 1o show
respect 1o the marwvrs ol the
Liberaton War. As she hoisted the
national flag a smartly turned-out
contngent showed guard of honour,

Leading arnsts rendered patri-
freedom lighters

and

tic songs while

saluted il

I["'I"'. HMNISIY|

35S adds: Farher in the mominie,
the prime munister laid wreaths al
Lthe porirait of Father ol the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman ar Bangabandha Mesrinrial
Musetin e 1I:.' N iht- O CEsSION
of Mujibnagar Day

\lter placing wreaths, she stood
in solemn silence for few moments
as a mark of respect to the departed
soul ol the father ol thenation

A smartly contingent drawn from
the three services gave guard of
honour

Later, Sheikh Hasina, who Is also
the President of Bangladesh Awami
League, placed another wreath on
behall of her party along with her
cabinet colleagues and senior party
leaders.

Hartal suicidal
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for the next government (o deal
with. "The Awami League govern-
ment is leaving behind the same
type of legacy which was left behind
by Ershad government

\lthough their has been a five per
cent annual growth, hi
employment opportunities have not
been created and the government
borrowed heavily Irom the banks to
meet its fiscal delicits, depriving the
genuine businessmen.

"The private sector does not have
access to investible funds both from
the stock market or from the banks
where interest rate 1s as high as 16
per cent due to heavy government
borrowing.’

I'he former inance minister said
internal deficit linancing 1S very
risky as it leads to monetary expan-
S10N

I'he government has failed (o
ensure an investment frniendly
cnvironment and attract loreign
investment. Foreign exchange
reserve was going down alarmingly,
B il‘lg WTONg hi].;ndlx 1o investors, he
noted.

The reforms imibated by his
povernment have not progressed at

said

all. There has not been any reform in
the administration and the judician
and law and order continue to dete-
norate, the BNPleadersad

[his government, he said, failed
to take necessary crucial decisions
thinking that the Opposition might
lake advantage ol il

Regarding the finance minister's
remark that the previous
government had opened up domes-
uc market o Indha, the lormer
[inance minister said they had done
the right thing and would do so
againifvoted to power.

Following our relorm, export
growth was over 20 per cent
although investment in small indus-
tries dechined. But 1100 industries
were closed belore we 100k over.
Ixport shot up dunng our penod
and we had more revenues 10
finance from our internal
TCSOUIces

Rahman lelt that the next two to
three months are very crucial lor the
fragile democracy in the country
and said he is not sure what is going
to happen in the coming davs.

AmCham President Forrest
I Cookson also spoke on the occa-
Sion.

recent

Israel retakes parts of Gaza Strip
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Sharon government which has
promised (o restore a sense of secu-
o lsraclis,

“This 1s unjustified and crosses
the line,” Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres told Israel radio. "There's a
limit toeverything,”

Atop Palestinian security official,
Brig. Gen. Abdel Razek Majaidah,
denied Isracli accusations that the
Palestinian Authority was involved
intheattacks.

In response 1o 1the Israeli strike,
Palestinian security olficials cancel-
led participation in US-sponsored
security talks that were to have taken
place late Monday:

As part ol the retaliation, Isracli
troops retook Palestinian-
controlled areas in the northern
Gaza Sirip, fromwhich mortars were
fired at Israell targets, said the Israeli
army spokesman, Brig Gen. Ron

Kitrey.

Army bulldozers also leveled
farmland near the northern town of
Beit Hanoun, from where the mor-
tarswere lired, Israeli officials said.

Kitrey did not say how large
an arca was laken. Palestinian
police officials said three of their
positions were seized by Israeli
Lroops.

The army spokesman said troops
would remain in the recaprured
areas indelinitely. "Once the mis-
sion is Tullilled and the shooting
stops or the Palestinian Authority
lukes action (o stop it, | believe we
won't need (o remain there,” Kitrey
told Israel army radio. |

In the past few months, Israeli
troaps briefly entered Palestinian-
controlled areas from time (o time,
mcluding last week when army
bulldozers razed part of a Gaza
refugee camp. However, yesterday's

operation marked the first time
soldiers recaptured land with the
imtention of remaining there for
some hme,

Palestinian officials said they
considered a
Palestinian-controlled areas a major
provocation. Isracli troops withdrew
[ram two-thirds of the Gaza Strip in
1994, as part ol interim peace
accords,

As part ol the Isracli strike, tanks
and helicopter gunships alsoshelled
10 buildings across the Gaza Sirip,
moluding eight security installa-
tnons, among them the Gaza City
headquarters of Palestinian police
chiel Brg, Gen. Ghazi Jabali.

Rockets punched holes in the
lacade and ceiling of Jubali's com-
pound, and shattered windows in
the third-lloor conlerence room.
Families in adjacent buildings fled
their homes.

recapture ol

Rockets also hit buildings in the
1owns ol Deir el Balah, Ralah and
Beit Hanoun. In Hanoun the body ol
a Palestinian policeman was lound
in the rubble vesterday morning.
Palestinian doctors said 36
Palestinians were hurt, most by
shrapnel

since lighting erupted in late
September, 472 pepple have been
Killed, including 389 Palestinians, 64
Isracti Jews and 19 others.

The escalation ol Israeli-
Palestinian hostilities coincided
with rising tension along Israel's
northern borders, alter Israeli war-
planes blasted a Svrian radar station
near Beirat on Monday inretaliation
lor & Hezbollah guerilla attack that
killed a soldier,

Isracll Delense Minister
Binvamin Ben<bliczer said the raid
deep into Lebanon was a signal o
Syria  the main power broker in

Lebanon that Israel would not
tolerate Hezbollah attacks,

Hill';lking lrom Moscow on
Lebanese TV, Svrian Foreign
Minister Farouk a-Sharaa said Israel
was expanding the crisis and would
“pavaheavy price” lor the strike,

Reuters adds: Belore the
Israell assaults, security sources in
Beirut said the 35,000 Syrian troops
based in Lebanon were on high alert
after Israchi planes Killed three
Svrian soldiers and destroved a
Svrian radar station in
Lebanon's Bekaa
Monday

IEowas the Best Israch air stiike on
a Syrian position in Lebanon since
April 1996,

Fhe United States and the United
Nations urged restraint on all par-
Hies,

Palestmian
Aralat,

tlllh‘l
valley on

President Yasser
Amman lor talks with

lordan’s King Abdulliah, told report-
ers the Israeh raid was a “dangerous
escalation that drags the whole
region into a very critical, bad and
grave situation.”

AP adds: Egvptian 'resident
Hosni Mubarak issued a bluntwarnm-
ing vesterday to Israch Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon not 1o go
"bevond the limit of what is accept-
able”.

‘I am telling ham stop, stop, do
not go bevond the Toit of what is
acceptable,” Mubarak said in an
angry voice on natonal television
altermeetingYasser Aralat,

“This pobicy will lead to
nothing, it will have terrible reper-
cussions and® they believe they are
going to halt the violence this way,
the violence wall CVLery-
Mubarak added in the

INCrease
where,
Ilervicw

Bus service
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ing the harassment ol bus operators
by the local mastaans of Shimultal .
But tempo operators there resisted
the move, staging demonstration as
they feared losing passengers.

Although BRTC and other opera-
tors constantly face similar situa-
tions in the city and its adjacent
areas. Azmal said the BRIC service
did not face such problems clse-
where,

The BRICis vet to become profit-
able, but the rate of loss decreased
following introduction of new ser-
vices inthe city, said the chairman.

According to him, nowherein the

world is the city bus operation

prolitable. Asked why, since the bus
fare has increased several umes, the
chairman blamed hartal and trathc
jam l(or hindering bus operation in
the ity

"The fare has increased but the
frequency of trips has decreased,
reducing returns from the service,”
Azmal added.
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