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The Ramna atrocity: A time for reflection

"’S

DR. SYED SAAD ANDALEEBR

HOCKING is no longer a word
strang enough 1o depict vel
another act of atrocity that
snufled out the lives of several inno-
cent people while injuring many
more when they went to Ramna Park
to celebrate Pohela Boishakh. This
day is very significant to the lives of
Bengalis because, in a way, it defines
a unique people, a unique culture,

+ Bengalis hold Pohela Boishakh dear

totheir hearts because embedded in
it is a hifetime of struggle depicting
all that the nation stood for, fought
for. and gave blood for.

But all thart suffering, all that
heritage, and all thatrich history ol a
glorious people who stood against
oppression, injustice, and tyranny
seems to be fading fast; inits place is
rapidly taking root a blind indiffer-
ence that even ignores the very
essence and value of life that a hard-
earned freedom was supposed 1o
honour, respect, and protect.

The disregard for Bengali lives 1s
not new. The British whetted their
appetite on Bengali blood with
conceit and reckless abandon dat-
ing back to the East India Company
davs; and the bloodthirsty barba-
rism and the mcomprehensible
inhumanity of the Pakistanis can
never be forgotten. But Bengalis
rose against these dastardly people

and to their ways (o win a freedom
that was supposed to bring sanctity
{10 the meaning ol life and liberty. Yet,
the post-liberation story is not one
that Bengalis can be proud of
because it neither upheld nor guar-
anteed the respect and protection
for Bengah lives that was ardently

they roam the streets with impu-
dence and inhabit the society with-
outany fear of consequence [or their
heinous actions, Their disdain for
the law, the liberty, and the life of the
peopleis also all too evident and
well documented in uncountable
events. A case in pointis Tipu Sultan,
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Doubts must be quickly but justly removed by bringing
about a resolution to the particular incident and similar
incidents that took place in the past. Bengalis must
demand such resolution with one voice. Left ignored or
unattended, it portends grave consequences for national
unity and harmony because it can find expression in
undesirable ways and with dangerous ramifications.
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sought. Unfortunate and regrettable
asitis, Bengalis seem to have turned
upon themselves with an animal
passion and harsh brutahty that
often rivals the atrocities of their
vanquished predecessors.

Historians will attest (o the
vicious cycle ol destructon of life,
liberty and property that has
engulled the lives of the common
and peace-loving Bengalis, What is
depressing is that the perpetrators
ol these cnmes come today from
among the ranks of Bengalis; and

the young investigative reporler,
whose very survival is now in ques-
tion. And yet these incidents con-
linue 1o remain unresolved by those
responsible for restoring and main-
taining a just and orderly society.
One almost senses that individuals
and groups in various positions ol
influence and authority willully
perpetuate this injustice and disor-
der in society because they gain
fromitimmensely,

this
il

Now we are witness 1o
renewed and blatant attack

Ramna Park thatstrikes at the root ol
arich and gracious culture. Not only
does this vicious attack numb the
mind, it also heightens a sense ol
helplessness and uncertainty, and
leads 1o another quantum loss ol
faith in what the nation stands for
and where it is headed, It also pro-
vokes many questions, not only
about who could have done this and
why, but about the very meaning of
freedom and how can it be wrested
back. With such questions also
pervade a sense ol doubt in those
who are entrusted with the alfairs of
the nationand with bringing about a
just and stable society. Such doubts
lurking and growing in the psyche of
an entire nation are as ominous as 4
gathering storm, the lury of which,
when unleashed, wreaks nothing
short of total destruction. These
doubts must be quickly but justly
removed by bringing about a resolu-
fion to the particular incident and
similar incidents that took place in
the past. Bengalis must demand
such resolution with one voice. Lelt
ignored or unattended, it partends
grave consequences lor national
unity and harmony because it can
lind expression in undesirable ways
andwith dangerous ramifications

Syed Saad Andaleeb, PhD.is Assocate
Professor Pennsylvania State Universily

Globalisation, WTO-style

'Free' trade or livelihood?

-
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PRAFUL BIDWAI
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N April I, with uncertainty
clouding 1ts economy, India
moved into high-risk rade
globalisation by lifting quantitative
restrictions (QRs) on imports of 715
items. the last barch ol a ol of
10,000 trade entities.

this was celebrated by “free
raders” as the final burial of the
“Licence Permit Ra) . India, they say,
made its brand-new “Tryst with
Destiny” when it woke to “hife and
frecedom, and to Kralt cheese,
Ivsan's chicken wings, Armani
suils, Guect shoes. Davidol! cigars,
Rolex chronometers... and second-
hand cars”™ (The Economic
Times)i.e. aconsumer paradise.

However, India 1s likely to lose
much more than it gains through
"free trade”, Some of its poorest
peoplemarginal peasants, landless

Ijq'[ft's and workefs in Small’

h.

enterprisediifl Ge hif. Such whole-
sale destruction of livelihoods is far
too Irightening to contemplate,
leave alone compensate through
marginally increased compelition.

One doesn’'t have to be a
swadeshi nationalist or a protec-
Honist (o say this. Indeed, the new
irade regime is also protectionist,
perversely, of the wrong things.

It will allow unlimited imports of

most goodsirom pencils 1o cars,
garments to liquor, rice and vegeta-
bles 10 elecironic apphances. It
won't cheapen mputs for India’s
crisis-ridden agriculture or small
industry. But it will put India in the
league of Fourth World states (e.g. in
Latin America), which long ago
stopped fussing about rich-poor
disparities.

The government dishonestly
claims it had no choice under the
WO but 1o hift the QRs. It had one

have put some ol the 715 items on a
“probibited” list (which has 520
entries). It could shift many 10 a
‘special™ list of imports by desig-
nated -enterprises, or announced
flexible tarifls.

I he government went headlong
into QR hilting, without saleguards
Oor preparation. IC wants to double
exports in lour vears, but devised no
stralegy, barring “special cconomig
zones”, which have Failed in India. It
wanlis 1o send agricultaral produce
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That is the cruel logic of "free trade”. We must resist it

before it turns our elite into compulsive consumers of
chemicalised packaged foods and exclusive cosmetics,

while starving the millions.

more year. [titselt advanced the date
through a _bilateral .deal with the

) Un;irlt,*d._sltplggaﬁ,lihé‘ price for Mr

qunto'n‘sj.-'im_l lastyear. . .

The'official *back-up” argument,
that the WTO agreement was inevi-
(able, or desirable in the long run, is
wrong. The deal is heavily tilted
towards the mdustrialised coun-
tries. Five years ago, WTO promised
the Third World a $500 billion trade
bonanza. It never materialised.

The government was so keen 1o
lift QRs that it simply ignored many
WTO-compatible options. It could

All health information to keep you up to date
Facts about lung cancer

Howis lungcancerdiagnosed?
I.History and physical examination: As in any disease, before the

* doctor diagnoses, he will first take the medical history and examine
the patient. Subseguent investigations will be raken to confirm the

diagnosis.

2. Chest X-rayis valuablein the diagnoses of lung cancer.

3. S5putumcytclogy.
4. Bronchoscopy.

5.C T scan (Computerized Tomography).

6.MRI {(Magnetic Resonance Imaging)

7.Thoracotomy: An operation is done when the surgeon believes
that the cancer is present and investigations cannol locate the site of

the cancer.
What treatments areavailable

Surgery. radiation and chemotherapy are the three main methods of
cancer treatment. The type of treatment depends on the size. extent of

patient.
Tomorrow: Around the world.

TOM & JERRY

the disease, the type of lung cancer and the general health of the

to far-away lands. But it won'( allow
Punjab [armers to sell in Onissa,
evenHaryana, . . |

. The new policy has a shameless,
sleazy bias for liquor, cigarettes and
automobiles. These are the only
large-industry groups in the pomp-
ouslytermed "War Room" created to
monitor 300 “sensuive” items like
rice, jowar, bajra, wheatl, Lea, elc.

The “luxury” items will enjoy
much greater protection than
essential commodities. The duty on
cars will be a prohibitive 180 per-
cent, as opposed to 45 percent for
[oodgrains. Onliquor, the basic duty
will be 150 percent, plus high coun-
tervailling duty.

Importable cars must be under
three years old, right-hand drive,
with a speedometer in kilometres.
Theycan onlybe broughtin through
Mumbai. A two-year-old car will
cost 75 percent more than a new
vehicle!

There couldn’t be more blatant
protection for the "domestic” car
industryitself heavily dominated by
multinational corporations. But
industries which face serious
threats from dumping, e.g. syntheltic
textiles, dry-cell batteries, toys,
walches, aren't in the "sensitive”
list.

Even this bias [or shady lobbies
pales in comparison to the threat to
agriculture. Already, imported
palmolein and soyabean oil have
spelled ruin for India's oilseed-
growers. Many farmers have aban-
doned mustard as 1otally unremu-
nerative. The phenomenon is affect -
Ing even pulses, the main protein
source for the people.

Farmers last year compelled the
government to raise dutv on
palmolein to 80 percent. But a one-
sided agreement with the US
"binds” India to 45 percent duty on

sovabean oil. No wonder imported
olsare Nooding India.

I'his phenomenon could spread
o staple cereals. The world market
N grain always uctoates. Price
Muctuations in a single yvear could
wipe oul Indian cereal growers
altogether. To be ruinous, such
downward price movements don'|
have to endure long. Farmers have
nostaying power!

Imports can be ecasilv. manipu-
ldated and regulations bypassed
Lxcessive imports will hurt, “Wai
Room”™ lailures will cause havoc
After the Tehelka and stockmarket
scams, recent sugar-urea scandals,
and raids on tax otlicials (from the
same Indian Revenue Service!), the
public can have little confidence in
"War Room” saleguards.

The QRs are being lifted in the
name ol the "consumer”as if s/he
were different from the flesh-and-

“blood farmer, worker, artisan... the |

people. But indiscriminate imports
could quickly erode foreign reserves
and upset the economy.

Exports won't make up the slack
unless the infrastructure greatly
improves. That's' unlikely. Today.
manufacturing is growing at a poor
2.9 percent. The capital goods
industry s turning sick. Export
composition remains classically
“colonial®, dominated by primary
commodities, garments, diamonds,
elcC,

However, the government, stuck
on the colonial track, wants a [ive-
fold increase in agricultural exports,
including cereals. Non-food exports,
e.g. lowers, herbs, or fruit, are-hard
10 promote. Many cut-flower grow-
ers have been put out of business by
Dutch auctions. Maharashtra's
strawberries can hardly sell in a
markel that demands uniformity of
look, long shelf-life, and low price.

Diversion of land to non-food
crops will undermine what's left of
India’s food security. This is unac-
ceptable. It is obscenely immoral to
export loodgrains when the Indian
people don't have enough ‘1o eat.
Nutritionists put minimum annual
foodgrains needs at 300 kg per
capita. India’s annual food availabil-
ity 1s only 200 kg. It is shameful that
the government should even think
of exporting grain instead of feeding
the people,

T'hat is the cruel logic of "free
trade”. We must resist it belore il
turns our elite nto compulsive
consumers of chemicalised pack
aped foods and exclusive cosmetics
while starving the millions.
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Developing the depressed areas

G M FABDUR ROB
EAVY concentration of
people in the big cities

H especially in Dhaka and

Chittagong poses a grim picture and
15 a big concern for the nation. The
burden on civic amenities and
environment has gone beyond the
tolerable limit. Government khas
land and vacant private land in
those cities have become target 1o
develop ghettos which ultimately
become breeding grounds for anti-
social activities and terrorism,
Government's demolishing ol
ghettos in those areas from time 1o
Lme in piecemeal manner 1s no
answer to the problem and concen-
tration of rural migrants who again
Iind place somewhere under the
protection of local leaders and
mastans only to be exploited.
Linless the government shows
awareness to the multitude of prob-
lems associated with the concentra-
tion of people and take corrective
steps on priority basis to halt the
intlux in the big cites, it will in no
time be a perennial source of head-
ache. The problems that will ulti-
mately crop up in a gigantic manner
will be difficult o resolve,

Linder the circumstance, the
government must frame policies tor
sustainable dispersal of population
and endeavour 1o halt rural-urban
migration. The policies must be
based on linding jobs in and around
depressed arcas or small cit-
ies/towns. In order to attain it the
government cllort should concen
trate on decentralisation of indus
tries and setting up more industries
under its initiative and
patronisation. Such step 1s neceded
not only to reduce the pressure ol
population in big cities but also to
develop the depressed arcas fon
cconomic rejuvenation ol the
region. This need is more [elt in the
country s northern and south-
western regions where the economy
iIsalmostinastate of peril

The policy lor decentralisation of

-

industries (o the depressed areas is
more a social and economic need
rather than an entreprencurial
opportunity. Therefore the machin-
ery of the government should be
involved for sustained developmen
of the cconomy of the region. This

T R R A e, TN s

ent nstituions tend o look with
predictable disfavour at anything
which threatens their own ‘auton-
omy’. Success will come only if all
those concerned keep their minds
firmly set on the idea of self-
sustaining growth and abjure all

“4 1N

Unless the depressed areas are developed economically
to sustain growth, the movement of population will
continue to the big cities for their survival. But the cost
for the city dwellers will be very high to the peril of civic

amenities.
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would require long term planning by
the government 1o develop
depressed areas into “growth
Zones”,

No policy will do away with the
problems unless it established not
just a number of new industries but
the nucleus of new industrial com-
plex which will have a natural power
ol self-sustained development and
expansion. The government policies
should aim at making these arcas
attractive lor employment where
people, instead of tending 1o
migrate to large cities shall prefer 1o
live in their own place. The increas-
ing unemplovment problem in the
country' s northern and south-
western region is very much a result
ol the barren principle el keeping
some kind of work going somehow
with total absence of government

“imtative and policy planning. The
resultant elfect is most of the work-
less thousands flocking in the big
cities like Dhaka and Chittagong

It the government means busi-
ness and . wants to develop
depressed areas ol the country then
conshtution ol a Development
Council is a prerequisite which will
ensure industriglisation in the
“growth zone". A new central com-
mittee ol ministers concerned
shouldbe set up tobeinvolvedin the
acuvities ol planning and execution.
I'he burcaucratic authority of dilfer-

resistance to change.

Increased public spending will
be required to give special support
(o the "growth zones™ or "growth
pomnts - covering cost of roads,
hospitals, housing. education and
SO on in the depressed regions in
order 1o give impetus to local devel-
opment. Expert views will produce
constructive ideas about the best
ways ol achieving desired resull.
Government shall continue to
pursue a strict policy ol steering as
much new industrial development
as possible away Irom areas where
the need lor emplovment is Jess
pressing. The overnding need is 1o
diversily development to broaden
the economic base

What many planners and econo-
mists would like 1o see is the devel-
opment ol industrial estate a1 a lew
selected "growth zones” throughout
the north and south-western region,
This would mean the acquisition
and development of new sites and
new lacihities backed by government
assistance (o the maximum, regard-
less of the status ol the area. The
government programme ol building
good roads, bridges. hospital build-
ings. residential accommodations,
gas and coal fired power stations
and improving ports ol the region
must go on along with.the develop
ment programme. This requires
virtual integration ol related depart

HE same remarks apply (o
the insistence of the Peoples
Party that no Constitution
could be made without its concur-
rence, - although Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman had obtained an absolute
majonty in the National ‘Assembly
and ‘was also confident of gaining
the support of minority parties of
West Pakistan. The Peoples Party
had succeeded in obtaining a major-
ity of the seats of the National
Assembly only in two of the federat-
Ing units in West Pakistan, namely,
the Punjab and Sind. If the Awami
lLeague could not represent the
whole of Pakistan in spite of its
absolute majority in the National
Assembly, then on the same reason-
ing the Peoples Party could not
speak on behalf of all the [our feder-
ating units in West Pakistan. Inother
words, once the democratic princi-
ple ol majority was rejected, the
consensus insisted upon by Mr
Bhutto had to be of all the five feder-
ating units of Pakistan, but that was
not the demand made by the
Peoples Party. It is clear to us there-
lore that the Peoples Party was not
justified in demanding concession
from the Awami League belore the
meeting of the National Assembly,
nor was it justified in demanding
postponement of the National
Assembly session, for the ostensible
purpose of wanting time for educat-
ing public opinion in the Western
wing with regard 1o the implications
ol the Six Points. The only proper
course [or the party was 1o partici-
pate in the meeting of the National
Assembly and to advocate its point
olviewonthe floor of the House,
We cannot also help feeling thal
the Chairman of the Peoples
Party displayed lack of political
foresight by failing to made a proper
assessment ol the intensity of the

reaction likely to be created in East
Pakistan by the postponement of the
date of the National Assembly. He
frankly conceded before the
Commission that he did not expect
that East Pakistan would react so
violently. Mr Bhutto had made little
effort 1o establish his party in the
Eastern Wing, and did not have any
real sources of reliable information
in that Wing. The press and the
government controlled news media
gave little or no information to the
outside world of what was happen-
Ing 1n East Pakistan. Nevertheless
when he visited Dacca in January
1971, for parleys with Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, he must have
formed a personal assessment of the
tensions which were building up in
that province owing to delay in the
summoning of the National
Assembly. He could not have failed
(0 see that this delay was being
interpreted by East Pakistan as a
deliberate move, on the part of the
military regime, to deny to the
majority province that share in the
governance ol the country to which
it was entitled on the basis of the
election results. In this context, i
has to be said that Mr Bhutto failed
to show proper understanding ol the

mood in East Pakistan, and of the |

consequences ol his insistence on
postponement of the National
Assembly. His threats to the mem-
bers ol the smaller parties of Wesl
Pakistan were equally misconceived
andill-advised.

[he fact that Mr Bhutto had also
olfered an alternative suggestion, at
his meeting ol the 28th of February.
1971, at Lahore, regarding the waiv-
g of the time limit of 120 days does

not in any manner detract from the |

remarks we have just made, as Mr
Bhutto was fully aware that for one
reason or the other General Yahya
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presence of the tenderers (if any).

GD-345

Biman
BANGLADESH AIRLINES

ARPORT KURMITOLA. DHAKA PHUNL &
CABLE: AIRBANGLA. TLX. 642649 DABG BJ

Re-Tender Notice
No: 28/2000-2001

Sealed tenders are hereby invited by Biman Bangladesh Airlines
from interested manufacturers/ distributors/suppliers for the supply of
the items mentioned below as per details/specifications mentioned in

01. 100% Rajshahi Silk Super Balaka 2x5 Ply Sharee

Tender schedule mentioning full details/specifications of items,
terms and conditions will be available from the Manager (Cash &
Banking), Head Office "BALAKA" & Accounts Officer (Cash Payment
Unit), Admin Building, ZIA, Dhaka of Biman Finance Directorate &
office of the Divisional Commissioner (1* 12 Storied Govt Office
Building 1" Floor, Room No 206), Segunbagicha, Dhaka on payment of
Tk 500/~ (five hundred) only non-refundable by applying
letterhead pad during any working day up to 08.05.2001.

Sealed tenders should be dropped in the tender box kept in Local
Purchase Section, Stores & Purchase Directorate, Admin Building, ZIA,
Dhaka and Biman Press Building, Framgate, Tejgaon, Dhaka and office
of the Additional Divisional Commissioner (General), Room No 205,
Segunbagicha, Dhaka latest by 1130 hours (BST) on 09.05.2001 and
will be opened on the same day at 1400 hours at the premises of
stores & Purchase, Directorate, Admin Building, ZIA, Dhaka In

Biman Management reserves the right to increase or decrease the
quantity of the items and can accept or reject any or all the tenders
withouot assigning any reason whatsoever. -

Dy General Manager (Purchase)

1-4 8914750 4

NOtdy

- 900 pcs

- 300 pcs
- 300 pcs
- 300 pcs

In own

ments 1o remove obstacles in the
way of implementation. Until this is
done, the temptation to concentrate
industriesin and around Dhaka and
Chittagong is 1o be overcome by
government regulations.

An entreprencur thinking of
establishing new industry will
invariably look for wide choice of
sites and infrastruetural facilities.
He will naturally want to go 1o an
established area where specialised
service industries and public facili-
lies are already developed.
Fherefore, a policy of allowing new
industry to be established in the
country’'s pnorthern and south-
western region requires developed
infrastructural facilities there,
Besides a clear judgement can be
reached by the government on the
eflicacy of financial inducement.
Planning of the whole range of
programmes could help to reinforce
regional development.

In the face of hard realities, a
powerful consensus ol opinion is
the growing need for the uplift and
industrialisation of depressed
regions. Government should be
committed 1o its dominating role in
the development of economy of the
region. Like in any major business
the programmes should be manned
by expenenced and dashing person-
nel 1o work for an overall economic
development if delay, inefficiency
and wastage are 1o be avoided. Thi
administrative body at ecach level
should coordinate with the regional
planning and administrative
authonty in the implementation of
projecls. »
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Excerpts from the 'declassified' main repor_t of

Hamoodur Rahman Commission
POLITICAL BACKGROUND-XX

Khan had come to regard the time
limit prescribed by the LEO as sacre
sanct. Mr Bhutto had not raised the
point at any earlier state, and
accordingly it is difficult to say how
seriously it was meant to be taken. I
indeed 1t was a considered alterna-
fiye ollered by the Peoples Party
then there is no explanation why il
was not pul forward belore the then
President or the nation at the vari
meetings, and press confer-
ences held by Mr Bhutto in this
regard belore the 28th of February
1971

Inherent in Mr Bhutio's demand
foraconsensus on the lraming of the
Consttution was the two majorin
theory, namely, Awami League in
East Pakistan and the Peoples Parn
in West Pakistan. This :
also the basis of the demand madi
by (he Pcoples Party lor a ‘grand

Ous

l:|"-l-iT wds

coalitton” at the Centre. It has been
suggested that General Yahya Khan
was also sympathetic 1o this

demand and had recommended 11

to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. We have
neard criticism of this demand on
the ground. that in.a democtatic
parliamentary, lorm of government
It 1S the right of the majority party (o
dSsume power, and a majority party

NOWSOEVET has no
insist that it should also
ited with the government. Critics of
the Peoples Party have vehemently
ondemned Mr Bhutto's remarks
addressed 1o Shaikh Mujibur
Rahman (Ham Yahan, Tum Wahan
1.e. We here and meaning
thereby that P 'J;']t s Party should
rule in West Pakistan and the Awami
L ifuen East Pakistan
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All other terms and conditions will, however, remain
unchanged. _
Md Adam Ali

(GM-346 Manager (FPS) |

The Security Printing

Corporation (Bangladesh) Ltd
Gazipur 4

Corrigendum

International Tender for Turn Key Project to Sup‘ply &_
Incorporate “Approved Covert-Overt Featured Device with
High Level Security” in The Cigarette Stamp & Band

Attention is drawn to all concern regarding the tender notice
published in “The Daily Star” on 09.4.2001 on the captioned
subject. In the national interest the opening date of the tender Is
rescheduled on 30.4.2001 instead of 8.5.2001

W

Ref No BSFIC/PD-2(3)Car-2001

SE-300
(rD-343

Bangladesh Sugar & Food
Industries Corporation

Adamijee Court (5th-Floor), 115-120
Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000

Re-Tender Notice for
Purchase of Sedan Car

Sealed tenders are hereby invited by Bangladesh Sugar &
Food Industries Corporation, 58, Dilkusha Commercial Area,
Dhaka, from the bonafide local sole distributor/agent for the
purchase of 2 (two) nos brand new Sedan Cars of minimum
1500 cc. Tender will be received up to 11 AM on 25-04-2001
in the tender box kept at Purchase Division at 58, Dulkusha
Commercial Area, Dhaka and opened in presence of the
tenderer (if any) on the same day at 11:05 AM in the
chamber of Chief (Purchase). Tender documents with
detailed specifications and other terms and conditions will be
available from the Addl Chief Accountant (Cash) of this
Corporation at Adamjee Court (4th Floor), 115-120, Motijheel
Commercial Area, Dhaka on cash payment of Tk 730/
(Seven hundred fifty) only (non-refundable) on all waorking
days between 10 AM to 3 PM. No tender document will be
sold on the day of the opening of the tender. Corporation
reserves the right to accept/reject any or all tenders without
assigning any reason whatsoever.

Dated: 16-04-2001

NAS Igbal Hussain
Chieft (Purchasc)




