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Work on Eco parks in Moulvibazar
inaugurated amidst protests

Tribal people won't be evicted: Minister

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Forest and Environment Minister
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury on Sunday
laid the foundation stones of two
Eco parks at Muraichhara and
Madhabkunda under Moulwvibazar
district amidst protests by tribal
people.

Tribal people staged sit-in adja-
cent to park sites. Some 2,500 tribal
people including women partici-
pated in the peaceful sit-in

Fhe minister reached
Muraichhara at about 1pm and laid
the foundation stone. Immediate
after the foundation ceremony, the
Forest and Environment Minister
told journalists there 1S no plan to
evict tribal people from the Eco park
project areas.

They will continue living inside
the project areas, she said, adding
that the government will distribute
documents of land among the tribal
families but this land will be non-
transferable.

The minister also said: "Tribal
people will continue betel leaf
cultivation. The Forest Department
will co-operate with them. So, there
isno questonof eviction or rehabili-
tation of the tribal families living in
the projectareas”.

Khasia and Garo community
leaders also handed over a memo-
randum to the minister,

However, Jothis Rangsa, Anil
Yeangyong and Endrew Salmer,
leaders of Khasia community, told
the journalists the minister's com-
mentisnotacceptable to them.
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Later, the minister addressed two
separate public meetings organised
on the occasion, Sultan Md Monsur
Ahmed MP, Md Shahabuddin MF,
Dewan Farid Gaji MP and Md
Nuruzzaman, Chief Conservator of
Forest, accompanied the minister,

The government I1s implement-
ing Eco park projectatacostofTk 11
crore.

At least ten 'Khasi punjis’ (vil-
lages) will be altected by the planned
development project of the govern-
ment as more than one thousand
families who have been living in the
hills for centuries will be evicted,
trnibal leaders said.

The government plans to
develop a tourist garden or better
known as Eco park centring the
waterfalls at Madhabkunda and
Muraichhan in the deep forests of

crops ahead of harvest
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Down with poverty, marginal larm-
ers ol JThenidah district are selling
their crops well ahead of harvest
Pheir condition is getting worse day
by day due
liser, posticides, diesel and other
dgri-inputs.

Most of the farmers who were hil

10 SOANNg prices 1l fertl-

hard by the devastating lood in 2000
have already sold most their all
belongings, including cattle

[aking advantage of their pov
erly, grecdy monevienders are
lending money (o the larmers and
buying in advance their crop at 1k
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town [rom difterent areas ol the
district said most ol newly planted
IRRI-Boro crops are being dried up
in absence ol proper irrigation
facilinies.

Normal irrigation is also being
hampered, as a large number ol
deep tube-wells are not operatng
with the lall of ground water level in
many areas of the district

Besides, most ol the
water sources including canals, bils
and rivers are dried up disrupting
Lh Hrmgaton process

In the wake of the drought lLike
situation, local people are facing the
scarcity ol pure drinking waler, as
the water cannot be pumped out by
(ube-wells due to abnormal fall in
vroundwater level

Meanwhile, differentwaterborne
discases like dharrhoea and dysen-
lery and jaundice have broken oul
and spreading in many parts of the
ple are drinking dirty
irith ol pure drinking
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dISIrict as pes
waler due 1o de
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['he observatory in Mymensingh
1% nun ol rainfall in
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the past one week,

Another report from Noakhali
Farmers ol the district are
losing over 2 lakh metric tons ol
crops a year due 1o water stagnation
andlackolirrigation facility

Sdys.

sources with
Agriculture
and Wate
SOome 83,000
out ol
2,249,385 hectares, cannot be culti-
vated in the Aman season due to
water stagnation and in the Boro
season lorlack ol irnigation lacility.

According 1o
Department ol
Extension (DAE)
Development Board
hectares of croplands,

Water logging has become (oo
common here due to siltation in
main rivers ol the district tor which
some 52000 hectares ol land cannol
be brought under Aman cultivation

According to an estimate, nearly
one lakh metric tons ol additional
paddy can be produced every veal
by bringing some 40,000 hectares ol

lands under culuvauon for which |

the 60-km Noakhali canal from
Charbau to Chandragan) will have
to bere-excavated.
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the Moulvibazar district,

A total ol 1,500 acres of land will
be utilised for the parks including
667 acres in Madhabkunda and 833
acres in Muraichhari forest lands.

The government claims that the
project is a part of the 'plan' for
economic development as well as
preserving the environment by
protecting the pregious forest habi-
taton including rare animals and
birds of the areas.

I'he project will be completed by
the end ol year 2004. The cabinet
approved the 'bio-diversity conser-
vation' project last July following the
Prime Minister's approval on March

.Glastyear.

Roads meandering through the
hills will be constructed for passage
ol motor vehiclés, project sources
said.

Workshop for
female UP

members
UNB, .‘.frrg.'urf_

A workshop for the female members
ol union parishads and female
social workers was held at
Mohammadpur Upazila Parishad
inMagura Thursday.

Some 40 women from dilferent
unions ol the upazila participated in
the workshop jointly organised by

and Information Department,

I'he workshop focused on popu-
lation control, family planning,
reproductive health, childcare,
prevention of contagious diseases
and nutrition,

Computer fair
in Rajbari

UNB, Rajbari

[he fhirst ever computer fair in
Rajbani district began on Thursday,
drawing a large number of specta-
LOTS.

Organised by 'Akatta 94', the
three-day fair was lormally inaugu-
rated by Deputy Commissioner
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A street vendor in Magura town, who sells key rings, scissors, screwdrivers,
knives and other articles, takes a break for a while. There are many others in
the town like this man in the photograph. The vendors say they find it difficult
tomanage their families with what they say the scanty amount of earning.
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Different organisations in
dists condemn Ramna
Batamul carnage

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As the news of Ramna Batamul
carnage broke, shock wave spread
like bonfire in Chittagong, Khulna,
Rajshahi, Narayanganj and Kushtia
as elsewhere in the country. The
traditional fanfare and merrymak-
ing centring Pahela Baishakh, or the
Bangla New Year, were marred by a
bomb explosion at Ramna in Dhaka
on Saturday. The attack claimed
ninelives and injured 20 others.

Qur correspondent from
Chittagong says: Different political,
socio-cultural organisations con-
demned the bomb attack.

Chittagong University unit of
ruling party-backed BCL held a rally
university railway station on Sunday
with KrishnaGopal Paul in the chair.

Chittagong University Teachers'
Association (CUTA) in a press state-
ment released on Saturday
expressed deep concern over the
attack. The CUTA demanded judi-
cial probeinto the brutal attack.

Chittagong Union of Journalists
(CUJ) inastatement on Sunday also
condemned the incident.

Our Staff  Correspondent from
Khulna reports: Pall of gloom
descended on the metropolitan city,
as the news broke.,

Many processions meant for
welcoming the Bangla New Year
turned into mourning processions
inthecity,

Khulnabasi, an organisation of
locals in Khulna, held a rally af
Shaheed Hadis Park condemning
theattack.

Khulna university teachers and

Khulna Union of Journalists (KUJ)
also condemned the incident.

Our Rajshahi Correspondent
says: Local units of Awami League,
BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami,
Workers Party and JSD issued sepa-

rate statements condemning the
attack.

Besides, Rajshahi University
Teachers' Association (RUTA),
Rajshahi City Press Club, district
units of Sammalita Sanskritik Jote
(alliance of cultural organisations) ,
Muktijoddha Sangsad ( freedom
fighters' association) and
Bangladesh Medical Association
(BMA) issued separate statements.

Our Narayanganj Correspondent
says: With the news spreading, the
opening ceremony of a seven-day
programme, organised by
Narayanganj Cultural Alliance on
the occasion of Pahela Baishakh,
virtually came toahall.

Cultural activists rendered
mourning songs. Justice Habibur
Rahman, chiel advisor of the last
caretaker government, inaugurated
the programme. He denounced the
killings.

Our Islamic University, Kushtia,
Correspondent says: Teachers,
students and employees of the
university brought out a mourning
procession on the campus castigat-
Ingthe carnage.

Later they held a rally, where
some teachers addressed.

Bangladesh Chatira Union,
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front,
Chhatra Moitry also brought out
Separate processions,

Two murders still haunt
Moulvibazar villagers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Iwo gruesome murders, committed
last week, ai a village near
Moulvibazar district town still haunt
local people,

Sudha Rani Debroy, 75, and her
son Ashok Kumar Debroy, 35, were
killed by a group of unidentified
assailants at village Jagathshi under
Mustalapur union parishad under
Sadarupazila.

Family source said the gang of
assadants, went to; the, village at
about 11 am in a three-wheeler
tempu and entered the house of
Ashok Kumer. The gang beat Ashok
Kumar and his mother mercilessly
to death.

Police visited the spot and recov-
ered the bodies and sent to
Moulvibazar Hospital for autopsy.

A iman, identified as Abdul
Khaleque, was arrested in the con-
nectionwith the murders.

Local people said there had been
a long-drawn dispute over land
between the family of Sudha Rani
and Abdul Khalique of the same
village.

When contacted, Moulvibazar
police officials said dispute over
land might be the:reason of the
murders. Police investigation is on,
officials added.

However, family members of the
victims said they are feeling insecu-
rity.

4 firearms recovered, 4

held in Comilla

UNB, Comilla

Police recovered four firearms and
arrested four people from different
parts of Comilladistrict in three days
till Apnl 1.

Of them, villagers of Bagur in
Debidwar upazila held Mohammad
Mobarak Hossain on March 30 along
with a local-made pipe gun and
handed over himto police.

On the same day, a light gun (LG)
along with a bullet was recovered
during a clash between the villagers
of Jogar Char and Laxman Khola.
The clash erupted over harvesting
paddy and occupying a shoal land in
Meghna thana. Four people were
injured in the clash.

On April 1, residents of Jhawtala
in the town caught a youth along
with a pistol and handed over him 1o
police.

Police said the arrested, Ranajit
Kumar Dey, 26, son of Dipak
Chandra Deyin Bagichagaon areain
the town, was nabbed just after he
fired four rounds of shots on the
rivals during occupying a quarter of
Roads and Highway Department in
Dharmasagar area.

On the same day, Kotwali police
recovered a revolver deposited al
Jorkanan Union Parishad Office by a
man of Doribari village. Later, police
arrested two people Shah Alam and
Billal inthisconnection.

Separate cases were filed.
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Two die in fire

UNB, sylhet
Two people died and two others injured in a devastating fire that gutted several houses
in village Niamatpur of South Surma thana in Sylhet Friday night.

Originated from gas burner in the house of Miskin Mia, the fire burnt his 65-year-old
mother and son Kamran, 8, to death. Fire Brigade extinguished the fire.

Youth murdered

UNB, Jessore
A young man was killed by hoodlums at Bagdanga village in Sadar upazila in Jessore
Thursday night.

Police said the armed miscreants stabbed Shishir, 32, son of Jagabandhu, 1o death
as he wenl to operate his shallow pump machine on Bagdanga paddy field. Previous
enmity is said to be the reason behind the killing. A case was filed.

One gets 10-yr RI

UNB, Kishoreganj _
A courtin Kishoreganj recently sentenced a man to 10 years rigorous imprisonment and
acquitted three others inan arms case.

According to the prosecution, police arrested Abdus Satter of Shamvupur village in
Bhairab upazila from near Polta Kanda Bridge along with a country-made pipe-gun on
Nov 7, 1998. After examining the wilnesses and records, the judge pronounced the
judgement.

| 6 held in connection with clash

UNB, sunamganj -

Six people were arrested from Thakurbhog village in Sadar upazila in Sunamgany

district on Wednesday in connecticn with a clash that left 50 people injured on April 9.
The arrested were identified as Sunakor, 45, Kahar, 40, Akbar, 30, Ashraf 35,

Hamid, 30, and Ankar Ali, 30. Mukatdir Mia of the same village lodged a case under

PSA against 112 people in this connection. '

Storm razes 100 houses

UNB, Sunamganj
A violent storm lashed Sadar upazila in Sunamganj Wednesday night razing over a
hundred kuicha houses to the ground.

The storm that started at about 12:45 am toppled a large number of trees and four
electric poles in and around the town. Many telephone lines in the town and iis
adjacent areas were snapped by the storm. ,

Revolver recovered : 2 held

BSS, Dinajpur
Police arrested two young men from bus terminzl area in Dinajpur and recovered one
country made revolver from their possession recently.

The arrested were identified as Habibul Hague and Mozammel of Sadar upazila

On a secret information 3 team of police raided the bus terminal area and arresied
them. A case was registered.
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Career Opportunity

Our client, a reputed multinational company, will recruit an
Accountant for their Finance Department.

POSITION PROFILE

Principal - Managing the Accounts related to

Responsibility Shipping Agency, Tea Trading and
other business, production of
departmental accounts, budget and
liaison with external auditors,
reporting to the Finance Manager.

Work Place Chittagong (Travelling to Dhaka,
Khulna and Sylhet may be necessary).

Position Management cadre with excellent
prospect.

Required Chartered Accountant (or appeared in

Qualification CA examination and expecting to
qualify), fluency in written and spoken
English. Knowledge in IT will be an
added advantage.

Age Maximum 35 years.

Remuneration Attractive package with fringe benefit.

If you meet the above requirements, are self motivated and
career-oriented with an aptitude for innovative approaches,
then you may send your application with full Curriculum Vitae
along with a recent photograph to the following address by
30th April, 2001.

Resident Partner

Rahman Rahman Hug
Chartered Accountants

102, Agrabad Commercial Area
Chittagong.
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Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration and
Production Company Limited (BAPEX)

(A Company of Petrobangla)
Material Control Division

HBFC Building (9" floor), 22, Purana Paltan, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh

Phone: 9568951, Fax 880-2-9568951

International Tender Notice

Invitation for Bids (IFB) for Procurement of Mud Lab Instrument and Reagent

under Cash Foreign Exchange for Srikail Exploration Well Drilling Project.
Date of issuance of tender 3-4-2001
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2. Tender documents may be purchased by any interested eligible bidder or through their authorised
representative upon payment of the cost of documents from Accounts Division of this Company at
\brahim Mansion (3" floor), 11, Purana Paltan, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh from 9.00 hrs to 13:00 hrs on
all working days with effect from 23-4-2001. No documents will be sold on the bid closing date.

3. All bids accompanied by a bid security for 2.5% of total amount in the form of Bank Guarantee, Bank
Draft or Pay Order from any scheduled bank located in Bangladesh or from any reputable foreign bank
duly issued by a scheduled bank in Bangladesh must be delivered to the above address on or before
11:00 hrs of the closing date. The bid will be opened on the same day at 11:15 hrs in presence of
bidders, if any. Should this day happens to fall on any holiday bids shall be opened at the same hours

on the first subsequent working day.
4. The Company reserves the right to accept any bid or reject all the bids without assigning any reason
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