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Foundation of

1 "controversial"
Eco-park to be

laid today

RAIAT KANTI GOSWAMI,
Moulvibazar

Amidst strong protests, the govern-
ment has decided to go ahead with
the Tk 1 1-crore 'Eco-park’ project in
Moulvibazar allegedly evicting
hundreds of tribal families in the
process.

Minister for Forest and
Environment Sajeda Choudhury
will lay the foundation stones of the
two separate Eco-parks in
Madhabkunda and Muraichhari,
both in Moulvibazar district at 1 lam
today.

At least ten 'Khasi punjis’ (vil-
lages) will be alfecred by the planned
y development project of the govern-
“ ment as more than one thousand
families who have been living in the
hills forcenturies will be evicted.

Ihere are allegations thar Forest
Department, the implementing
authority of the project, has not
taken any steps vet to rchabilitate
the alfected families,

Even worse, the decision to go
ahcad with the project was taken
without any discussion with the
tribals living in the hills, threatening
the very existence ol the resident
Khasia and Garo tribes that depend
mostly on betel leaf plantations in
the area for their livelihood.

The Forest Department however
does not acknowledge that Khasia
tribals ownany land in the [orest.

The decision came as a cruel
surprise (o many as some ol the
tribal leaders who had recently met
high officials in the Prime Minister’s
office were assured that the project
would not be implemented without
prior discussion with the ‘residents
inthe hills.

The government plans 1o
develop a tourist garden or better
known as ‘Eco-park’ centring the
walerlalls a1 Madhabkunda and

project is a part of the 'plan’ for
economic development as well as
preserving the environment by
protecting the precious forest habi-
tation including rare animals and
birds of the areas.

The Tk 1l-crore project of the
Ministry of Forest and Environment
would be completed by the end ol
year 2004. The cabinet approved the
'bio-diversity conservation' project
last July following the Prime
Minister's approval on March 6 last
year.

The project, Madhabkunda-
Muraichhari Eco-park, would
involve clearing more than 1500
acres of forest including Khasi lands
probably by cutting off trees and
levelling hills. Roads meandering
through the hills will be constructed
for passage of motor vehicles.

Mecanwhile, Bangladesh
Christian Association strongly
condemned the decision yesterday
and protested the planned founda-
tion-laying ceremony of the govern-
ment.

In a press release issued in the
city it said the project would lead ro
the eviction of hundreds of nbal
Khasia and Garo families living in
the hills since long. It also said that
the event coincides with the Easter
Sunday, one of the biggest Christian
festivals. Most of the tribals in the
hillsare Christians.

"We are very worried by the
decision which will also alfect the
day's celebration,” said one ol the
association leaders.

22 AL men sued
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police said.

I'he complainant alleged in the
FIR that the accused looted seven
shops al PT1 crossing and Tootpara
central road on Wednesday. the last
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ments by opposition leader Khaleda

-Zia to conclude that she had
exposed her contradictory position
as regards the election. Explaining,
he said the opposition leader at a
recent press conference termed the
president's proposal to settle her
party's dispute with the government
over election as unconstitutional,
although she had earlier demanded
that the president arrange election
by May. Furthermore, he added,
Khaleda has also spoken against
polls before the rainy season.

"We offered them dialogue to
settle all election-related issues
before transferring power. Bul they
preferred (o take up such issues only
with the caretaker government,” he
said. "Il a caretaker government is (0
settle everything then why should
we leave office early?

“They must now wait till the last
day of AL government to have their
grievances addressed by a caretaker
administration.”

Tofail bushed aside opposition
allegation that the prime minister’s
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formula of early election was
designed o benefit in the election
from the "pro-AL administrative
setup.”

"We also participated in the 1996
election with an administration set
up by BNE" he said.

Recent remarks of top BNP lead-
ers show that they don't want elec-
tion, but fall of the AL government
only 1o claim victory in their so-
called movement, he said. "But their
dream will never come true.”

Referring to a recent meeting of
the prime minister-led delegation
with the president, he said the ruling
party has made it clear that it would
not stay in power for the constitu-
tionally mandated 15 days after
dissolution of the parliament,
“That's why, we wanted to resolve all
election-related issues before the
power-transfer.”

When told that the AL formula
provides for only 55 days against the
mandated 90 days for the caretaker
government to hold the election,
Tofail argued, “If everything Is set-
tled before the carctaker govern-

govt won't quit

menl takes over, the time is enough
(o hold the polls smoothly.”

About fears of uncertainty over
holding of the next polls, he said,
"None can foll the election, which
will definitely be held despite con-
spiracies by the opposition. It's now
up to BNP to contest the polls or not.
There are many other parties 1o
participateinthevote.”

The AL leader ruled out chances
of street confrontation in the days to
come,

“We will be in the field and they
(opposition) will stay back home,” a
confident Tofail said. "BNP needs 50
vears (o create a situation like the
one we did against the BNP govern-
ment, In fact, the opposition party
wants (o take revenge on the people
for pulling itdownin 1996."

Tofail ridiculed Khaleda's call 10
the civil servants to defy the AL
government. "Her call has been
(otally ignored. The government
staff serving her rather stopped
working, but we asked them o
continue.”

Fazlur Rahman

The 30th death anniversary of five
members of a family will be
observed tomorrow. They were
killed by the Pakistani occupation
forces and their collaborators at the
Railway's quarters in Saidpur under

ﬁusﬁa Akhter

Nilphamari district during the
Liberation War in 1971, says a press
release.

Ihe martyrs are engineer Fazlur
Rahman, his wile Hosne Akhter and

their three sons -- Mostahizur

Death anniversary of five of a family

Babu

Rahman(Moznu), Hasinur Rahman
(Hiron) and Azizur Rahman
(Babu).

A qurankhwani and ‘feeding ol
the destitute’ programme have been
arranged on the occasion.
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Bhuiyan said.

The AL government might not
recover illegal arms [rom the ruling
party men, agree to recast the
Elecion Commission and remove
pro-AL officials from key adminis-
trative positions, he explained.

“A dialogue can only be fruitful
with both the parties having cqual

No option for BNP

but to intensily street agitabion 10
compel the AL government resign.
Bhuiyan claimed that the prime
minister and her cabinet colleagues
were making contradictory state-
ments about election. While the PM
once said she would resign aller
April 17, the ministers maintained
that the government would not step
down belore July 13 when its tenure
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failed 1o ensure f[air price of agricul-
tural products and turned back on
itselection pledges.

He blamed the ruling party men,
especially the ministers and MPs,
and their children, relatives and
arms cadres, for deterioration of law
and order. "Even the prime minister
hersell provoked her party activists
o golorviolence.”

Lawyers of Khulna
Bar to go on

strike from

April 19

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Kliulna

Lawyers of Khulna District Bar
Assoclation have decided to go on
strike from April 19 demanding
removal of Md Aminul Islam, Judge
of the special court trying cases
against repression on women and
children.

Two hundred and thirty-six
lawyers have submitted a memo-
randum to the chiel justice alleging
corrupt practices and injustice
beingdone by the judge.

The lawyers said the strike will
continue till removal of the judge.

2 young men
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andTofel from Sutrapur areaimme-
diately after the incident.

A murder case was fliled with
Sutrapur police in this connection.

Body of another young man was
recovered from in front of govern-
ment girls' school at Sher-e-Bangla
Road in the city's Tejgaon area early
yesterday.

The deceased was identilied as
Mohammad Kamal, 18, son ol Milon
Miah of Agargaon slum,

Police recovered the body of the
young man with his right hand cul
off and marks of stabinjuryin hisleh
knee.

Police suspected that he mighi
have been killed by the miscreants.,

The reason behind the killing
could be known till writing ol this
report last night.

The body was sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital lor
autopsy.

A case was filed with Tejgaon
policestation in thisregard.

Khaleda's advisor
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Najimuddin Alam and Joynal

Abedin Faruk were sued under the
tough law

In those cases High Court sepa-
rately directed the government nol
to arrest or harass™ the leaders of the
main opposition party,

Hazards

DHAKA SATURDAY APRIL 14,2001 ]. ].

7 DESA officials dismissed
for corruption

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seven officials of Dhaka Electric
Supply Authority (DESA) including
its Superintendent Engineer of
Postogola Circle were dismissed
Thursday on charges of corruption.

Besides, show cause notices were
served on 23 DESA personnel on the
same day asking ‘'why they should
not bedismissed’, sources said.

“The seven were sacked after
charges of severe corruption were
proved against them through inves-
tigation” said a DESA high official,
adding that the 23 others served
with show cause notices are also
suspected to have been responsible
for the existing mismanagement in
the power supply situation in the
capital.

DESA has never earned profit
since it was set up in 1991 under a
World Bank prescription to reduce
government’'s loss in the power
sector. DESA's net loss per month
ranges between Tk 20 crore and 30
crore, sources added,

lhursday's olficial order to

| terminate itsseven officials at a time

was the first such step in the history
of DESA, the olficial added.

I'he sacked officials are: superin-
tendent engineer of Postogola circle
Khan Lodi Shafiul Haq, director

(acting) of Internal Auditing
Department Azizur Rahman, execu-
tive engineer Mujibur Rahman,
executive engineer Shaliqur
Rahman, assistant engineer Shah
Alam, assistant director (accounts)
Faruk Abhmed and sub-assistant
engineer Howladar Giasuddin.

Crackers hurled
at policemen

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A police man was seriously injured
when a gang of unidentified miscre-
ants hurled crackers at a police 1eam
at R K Mission Road in the city yes-
terday.

The injured was identified as
Rodiul Islam.

The incident took place when
Havilder Chunnu Miah and consla-
bles Rodiul and Shajahan were
patrolling in Gopibagh area. When
they reached 70/2 R K Mission Road
at around 2 am, the miscreants
hurled crackers at them.

Rodiul received injuries in his
right knee and left leg. He was first
sent 1o the Rajarbagh Police Lines
hospital and later shiflted 1o the
Orthopaedic hospital.

A case was liled with Sutrapur
thana.
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Dhaka WASA Chiel Engineer Kazi
Mohammad Seesh as convenor had
been formed following the rally in
order 10 identily the reasons lor
pollution and devise ways to check
environmental degradation in the
dreds.

The commitiee i ils reporl
identified live specilic reasons
responsible Tor severe pollution i
the rivers as well as at the villages.

The reasons include indiscrimi-
nate disposal of untreated indusinal
and chemical waste ol Tejgaon and
longl areas into storm sewer lhine
and canals, reduction ol width ol

| canals by dumping wastes near the

culverts ol the canals and inkage ol
sewer lines 1o storm sewerage lines
or canals

Presenting the report, the chiel
engineer also admitted that poor
condition of existing sewer network

| of Dhaka WASA is also responsible

for severe pollution of the rivers.

Concerted move a must

not extended and updated immedi-
ately, itwill explode.

Prof. Mozaflar Ahmed criticised
the role of the city’s development
agency, saying that it has been very
centralised. "They don’t say any-
thing unltil someone approaches
them

To motivate people, neighbor-
hood groups such as Barogram
lInnavan Sangstha, should be
formed in all areas ol the city, he
said

He informed the parucipants
that a Dhaka Environmental Rally
on the cards by June 6, which 1S the
World Environmental Day.

As regards disposal of untreated
indusinal the partcipants
said that environment tax should be
imposed on the industries that do
not have waste treatment plant. Al
the same time, there should be
incentives for the industries diSpos-
ing the waste properly.
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Mpraichhari-in Une deepforests ol

Moulvibazar district threatcning
not only the human habitation but
also natural forests.

A total of 1500 acres of land
would be utilised for the park
including 667 acres in
Madhabkunda and 833 acres in
Muraichhariforest lands.

The government claims that the

seyeral activists of BNP and {CD
without any provocation.

Theaccused include Jubo League
leaders Farid, Saiful and
Kamruzzaman and AL leaders Biren
Ghose and Nixon.

The case was filed with a court as
Khulna thana refused to record it,
said the complainant.

Shrimp cultivation
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Sundarbans area and in villages
located inside Polder No 22,
Harinkhola and Paikgachha in
Khulnato record their experiences.

The delegation in its report
recommended immediate halt to
expansion of shrimp farming, pro-
tecting the rights of citizens to be
secure from misdeeds of shrimp
farmers and their employees such as
murders, rape, arson and beatings.
Police must act [airly to protect their
rights, conduct a full and fair inquiry
into the crimes and drop false
charges. the report said. It stressed
proper review of the Sundarbans
Bio-diversity Project to ensure
participation of local communities.

The report also recommended a
public and independent impact
assessment of the Shell Oil Project
prior to exploration in the
Sundarbans.

The findings of the delegation
included incidents of murder and
rape, false charges, arrest and
harassment of shrimp farmers, loss
of livelihood, conflicts over land,
lack of food security and malnutri-
tion, displacement of women lorm
their traditional livelihood, violence
against women, destruction of

social and cultural fabric of the
village society, migration to cities,
children catching shrimp f[ries, loss
of bio-diversity, declining [fish
resources, livestock, poultry, fuel
and fodder for cattle. The team also
found that drinking water crisis due
to salinity and pollution was alfect-
ing people’s livelihood. It said
investments from profits earned are
not reinvested in the local economy
and gross inequity existed as regards
on who receives the benefits from
shrimp farming and who suffers the
consequences.

“We express our concern on the
serious threat of destruction of the
Sundarbans by shrimp farming in
the buffer zones due to over-
extraction of resources and increase
in salinity. The development is made
inevitable by the government's
unqualified promotion ol the rapid
and uncontrolled expansion of the
shrimp industry. During our discus-
sion with the stale minister for
planning, he admitted the serious
consequences emerging from
shrimp farming but conceded that
he had no system in place to moni-
tor, prevent or mitigate them”, the
report said.

TIB: Law enforcers
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VDPinthe rest.

There were large-scale abuse ol
power. bribery, negligence of duty
and extortion by police. The city's
Ramna and Motijheel police sia-
tions are the most corrupt among
the police stations in the country.
Corruption is there in 285 police
stations. the report added.

The reporr is based on the inci-
a dents of corruption reported in 21
national and local dailies ol the
country duringthe period.

However, corruption in the
education sector was responsible
for maximum financial loss to the
government, which stood at Tk
291.03 crorefollowed by Tk 116,95
crore of the local government.

As many as 1,948 incidents of
corruption have inflicted a loss (o
the tune of Tk 5657.60 crore on the
government during the second half
of the year 2000, the TIB said in a
press conference at the Jatiya Press
Club yesterday.

- Eminent economist Prol.

Muzallar Ahmed, who is a member
of the TIB Trustee Board, presented
the report at a press conference. TIB
Executive Director Manzoor Hasan
and Taslima Akther Hena were,
among others, also present,
Mohammad Abdul Alim presented
the keynote papers.

A total of 38 sectors, divisions,
departments and directorates were
covered under the report,
Education, local government and
heath sectors were identified as the
second, third and fourth most cor-
rupliseciors.

Political parties ranked 18th, the
judiciary 23rd and the defence 38th
as regards corruption. TIB, however,
sald very fewincidents of corruption
in the defence sector were reported
during the period.

The repon also said that high
government officials were more
corrupted than thelr juniors were,

Incidents of corruption were the
highest in Dhaka district followedby
Chittagong and Patuakhali.

takergovernment.”

The BNP secretary general
blamed the prime minister for
deliberately pushing the country
towards violence and destruction by
turning back on her commitment
for early polls.

He termed Sheikh Hasina's
March 30 comments at a public rally
in the city “irresponsible, non-
political and devoid of all political
and democratic norms.” At that
rally, Hasina asked the opposition
leader 1o give an undertaking that
she would contest election.

In defence of continuous hartal,
Bhuiyan said the opposition has
resorted to it to expedite fall of a
government which is harming the
nation by its "misrule and corrup-
tion.” The BNP has now no option

either the prime minister does nol
have any command over the minis-
ters or they are making such contra-
dictory statements only to mislead
the people.”

Bhuivan branded PM's offer to

* quit after April 17 and hold polls by

June 12 as a conspiracy to not allow
the caretaker government the time
needed (o ensure free and fair elec-
tions. With its men holding key
administrative posts, the less time
the caretaker administration gets,
the better it is for the ruling party, he
said.

The BNP leader said his party
took 1o the streets as and when the
ruling AL opted for fascist rule,
resorted to politics of terrorism,
killing and usurping public prop-
erty, nakedly attacked the judiciary,

claimed a 100 per cent success in the
opposition’'s anti-government
movement that "has isolated the
ruling party from the people and
exposed Awami League govern-
ment'smisdeeds.”

‘Bhuiyan brushed aside AL claims
that its agitation programmes have
failed, saying it would be proved in
the next general election when both
sides would seek people's mandaie.
"If we have failed, why then is the
government afraid of early elec-
non?”

The AL government would invite
more trouble and further lose public
support, if it continues in power, he
said. "It has nothing else 1o give
other than further law and order
deterioration and acute power crisis
and, therefore, should step down.”

PM: Consider surroundings
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She urged the private entrepreneurs
to come forward and develop this
sector. In this regard, Hasina men-
tioned that her government had
allowed tax holiday in the tourism
Sector.

Dwelling on the Dhaka city's
terrible traffic situation, she said this
has happened because of
unplanned growth of business
establishments.

"People set up multi-storied
complexes without considering how
much pressure the roads and utility
services can take. The city roads are
elongated in the north-south direc-
tion only and do not have any cross-
roads. Whatever cross-roads were
planned. these were blocked by big

FROM PAGE 1
programmes highlighting the coun-
try srich culturalheritage.

Various cultural organisations
have taken up elaborate
programmes 1o celebrate the day.

From the daybreak, people will
be pouring into the streets and
heading for dilferent venues lor
cultural events, In the city, Ramna
Green, the traditional hub of
Baishakhi festivals will wear a festive
look with people in traditional
Bengali dresses crowding the place.
As part ol observing the Baishakhi
traditions, they will eat panta bhai
(walered rice) with onion and green
chilly, a meal taken by people in
rural areas in the scorching hear of
the summer.

Also at Ramina Green, the coun-
try's leading cultural organisation
Chhayanaut will organise the day's
first programme. The artists of
Chhayanaut will sing out Tagore's
Eisho Hey Baishakh Esho Esho while
people will exchange greetings of
Nababarsha with their near and
dearones,

business houses.”

She urged the city dwellers to
take the surroundings into consid-
eration before going for multi-
storied projects. Hasina also spoke
in favour of building satellite towns
away from the Dhaka city.

Inalighter vein, she said after her
retircment in 2005 she would buy an
apartment of Concord made of eco-
friendly concrete blocks away from
the citvand live there.

Explaining the government plans
to resolve tralfic problem, Hasina
said a move is underway to dredge
{the river ways around the capital
and diversion roads are being
planned to divert goods from other
districts 1o the port cities instead ol
letting them transported through

Students of Dhaka University's
Institute Fine Arts will bring out a
colourlul procession in the city in
the morning, riding horse-driven
chariots, wearing masks and carry-
ing banners, festoons and placards
1o hail the Bangla NewYear.

As part of the three-day Baishakh
Liisab that already started yesterday,
the Institute will hold a cultural
lunction at its premises in the eve-
ning.

Ihe Bangla New Year was intro-
duced during the rule of Emperor
Akbar lor convenience in tax collec-
tion from the lirst day ol Baishakh,
the month of harvesting the major
Crops.

In keeping with the age-old
tradition, traders and shopkeepers
will open halkhata (fresh account
books) and offer sweets (o thelr
customers and clients. Traditional
fairs will be the core attraction of the
day in both rural and urban areas.

Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation has organ-
ised a week-long Baishakhi Mela 1o
project the country's folk culture, 1o

Dhaka city.

Earlier, S M Kamaluddin,
Chairman of Concord Group, said
facilities for entertainment, roads
and modern communication are
needed for the development of the
tounsm sector.

He said Concord Fantasy
Kingdom would provide the much
needed fun for the city's growing
population. He mentioned that the
park would open before the next Eid.

Later, Hasina was given the first
life membership of the Fantasy
Kingdom, and Housing, Public
Works and Civil Aviation and
Tourism Minister Enginceer
Mosharral Hossain, who was also
present at the function as special
guest, the second life membership.

be inaugurated at Bangladesh
ShishuAcademy at 3pm today.

Liberation War Museum has
organised a dance programme al
9:30am today at the Calé Theatre
where dancer Sharmila
Bandapaddhaya and her assoclates
will perform,

Tomark the New Year, Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) has decided to
keep the Shishu Park open to all
from 10am to Bpm today.

Non-government organisation
Proshika will hold a musical soiree
and Baishukhi Mela in the south
plaza of Jativa Sangsad Bhaban
today. The programme will begin at
bGam.,

Students ol Anti-Smoking
Committee will hail those who will
give up smoking lorever with lNowers
and sweets. Officials and members
of dilferent organisations, including
Badhan, Brikkhayvan ol Dhaka
University, and Poverty and Hunger
Alleviation Society, will be present
on the occasion,

National Museom will hold a
musical soir¢e at the museum.

bage dumps. According to a knowl-
edgeable commentator, in order (0
reduce hazards from the entrapped
gas pockels under garbage dump

sites, measures must be taken to |

ventilate the former rubbish pits,
and monitor new dumping grounds
asregular precautionary measures

Movement
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One week after the JWG meeting |

in mid-February, the Indian author-
ities opened up the corridor for two
hours at a stretch and kept it closed
for an hour rotating the process
thrice.

Home ministry officials who
attended the New Delhi meeting
said the cornidor leased in perpetu-
ity to Bangladesh will gradually be
opened up for up to five hours at a
stretch by June.

The Indian authorities have also
agreed to allow unfettered move-
ment in phases.

Earlier, India allowed passage
every alternate hour, causing incon-
venience to Bangladeshi inhabit-
dnis.

I'he Bangladesh delegation at the
Joint Working Group (JWG) meeting
in New Delhi was led by Joint
Secretary to the Ministry of Home
Affairs Janibul Hag while the Indian
side was headed by GK Pillai, Joint
Secretary to the Ministry of Home
Allairs.

Some major decisions were also
made at the ]JWG meeting, including
easing of the visa regime, which is

| expectedtobeimplemented shortly.
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ome Bangla year 1408

Bangladesh UNESCO Club
Association will arrange a pholto
exhibition at Hotel Abakash.,

The New Year is also being cele-
brated with great fervour by the hilly
people as a three-day New Year
festival already started in
Khagrachhari vesterday. The
Baishakhi Utsab is usually observed
in all the three districts ol
Chittagong Hill Tracks with great
enthusiasm,

Bangla Academy, Shilpakala
Academy, Nazrul Institute, Bulbul
Academy, DU' 67 Club, FAITH
Communication and many other
organisations have also taken up
programmes (o celebrate the day,

Apart from cultural functions,
Bangladesh Manobadhikar
Samonnoy Parishad will stage a sit-
in at the Central Shaheed Mina
from 10am to [ lam tomorrow with
the slogan “Flower not Malignity”,
calling upon the two women leaders
of the country to promote healthy
politics rather than the politics of
hatredand revenge.

rejection of housing projects along
thecity canals.

'he Dhaka WASA managing
director during his welcome speech
said if the existing sewer system 1S

the Indian
capital of New Delhi, Auur Rahman
said similar cases should be hled in
Bangladesh to put brakes on envi-

ronmental pollution
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Fuel supply
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nel posted at these camps and out-
posts in different parts of the city.

The report further said hartals,
sieges, road marches and public
meetings have increased since 1996-
97. During this period, a large num-
ber of vehicles were requisitioned to
meet the needsof the police force.

According to police records,
there was a total of 108 days of hartal
since 1996. At least 200 buses, trucks
and jeeps are required on a hartal
day, costing the DMP about Tk 2.6
lakhin fuel bill

Bills amounting to Tk 2.80 crore
are now pending with the DMP as a
huge quantity of fuel was consumed
by the requisitioned vehicles dunng
the hartal periods since 1996-97.

A DMP high official said that
since 1996 fuel price was raised

twice but allocation of funds for fuel
was not increased proportionately
The pending fuel bill would stand at
around Tk 7.10 crore at the end of
the current fiscal vear, he added.

Fuel price was raised by 36.89 per
cent on August 19, 1997 and 27.15
per cent on August 16, 2000. But
allocation of funds for fuel was
increased by 9.74 per cent and 1.96
per cent only in two phases. Because
of this, bills remained pending, he
mentioned

When contacted, a top DMP
official seeking anonymity said, "I
this stalemate continues, it will
badly affect normal functioning of
the police. Even supply of food for
more than 2,000 policemen posted
at the camps and outposts would be
disrupted.

Crackers explode near rally
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banning such edicls.

"And here comes a new latwa:
[here is no bigger enemy of Islam in
this world than the Awami League,”
Peer Sahib of Charmonai Syed Fazlul
Karim said at the huge rally.

The congregation ol Islamic
zealots Irom across the country was
held at Paltan Maidan to demand
immediate release of Shaikul Hadith
Azizul Haq and Mult Fazlul Haq
Aminiandother leadersol 1LIC

lhey were arrested early
February during violent protests
against court verdict proscribing
fatwa as well as against NGO activi-
110S.

‘Banning all kinds ol latwa
means banning the Quran and
Hadith.” the Peer 1old his Taithful at
the rally.

Presided over by Maulana Abdul
Jabbar, the rally was addressed,
among others, by Maulana Multi
Muhammad Wakkas, Maulana Mult
Abdul Taivab, Maulana Multi Abdur
Rahman, Maulana Harun
Islamabadi, Maulana Ahmedullah

Ashraf, Maulana Hussain Kasemi,
Maulana Ashrafl Ali Biswanathi,
Maulana Abdul Mannani, Maulana
Anwar Shah, Maulana Abdur
Rashid. Professor Akhtar Faruk,
Advocate Abdur Rakib and Maulana
Giasuddin,

Aletter from the imprisoned HL1C
leader Mufti Fazlul Hag Amini was

Several lakhs
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When brought to his notice, the
DC of Bagerhat ordered the UNO of
Sadar upazila 1o enquire into the
incident with the help of police and
recover the looted money.

None was arrested in this con-
nection till filing of this report at 6
pmyesterday.

read out at the rally by Maulana
Multi Taiyab

\ six-point programme, includ-
ing courting of mass arrests on June
20 for unconditional release of
Shaikul Hadith Allama Azizul Hag,
Mufti Fazlul Hagq Amini, Multi
Israrul Islam Chowdhury and other
1LIC leaders. was announced at the
rally.

Other programmes of the ILIC
include holding ol distnct represen-
tatives conference in Dhaka on 21
\pril, mass rallies in all divisional
headquarters on dilferent dates and
mass contact for implementatnon ol
[slamic lawin the country.

30 houses torched

as villagers
clash in Jhenidah

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

At least 60 houses were ransacked,
300! them torched, during a lierce
clash between two groups of villag-
ers at Brisudevi Rajnagar in the
district yesterday.

Villagers and wilnesses said
about 400 armed-men from adjoin-
ing four villages Ghoranagar,
Chandpur, Anandanagar and
Mahimnagar of Kumarkhali upazila
in Kushtia attacked the people of
Bristidevi Rajnagar village at about 3
in the alternoon.

Banglar Bani
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League and a nephew of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was killed in the military
coup of August 15, 1975 along with
hiswife athisresidence.

His son Barrister Sheikh Fazle
Nur Tapas isthe paper’s publisher.



