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A BNP bastion in Barisal
under AL threat?
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AROOP TALUKDAR, Barisal

Barisal-5 (sadar) constituency has
become the centre of hot discussion
among the political workers and the
common people alike in Barisal.
This 1s because Chief Whip Abul
Hasnat Abdullah is almost sure to
contest from here asAL candidate.

This constituency remained
under control of BNP for long 27
years. Alter 1973 no Awami League
candidate won the seat.

In the by-election of 1998 which
wdas held alter the death ol former
president’s son BNP lawmaker Dr
Nasim Biswas, BNP candidate
Majibar Rahman Sarwar won the by-
election by deleating Mahiuddin
Ahmed, Barisal district AL president

with a wide margin of over 10,000
voles.

Earlier, in 1991 also after electing
the then MP Abdur Rahman Biswas
as president this constituency fell
vacant where Majibar Rahman
Sarwar was the elected Mp ol BNP in
the by-election.

But this year Awami League (AL)
will (ry its best to regain the seat.
Now circumstances seem to be
different as Abul Hasanat Abdullah,
Chief Whip in the parliament (Jatiya
Sangsad) and Secretary of Barisal
district Awami League is likely to
contest in this constituency besides
his original constituency Barisal-1
(Gournadi-Agailjhara). He was
elected MP in 1996 parliamentary
elections from this constituency.

However, it is still uncertain who
will contest in this Barisal-5 constit-
uency as the candidate of BNP or of
the opposition alliance in the com-
ing general election.

Former president Abdur Rahman
Biswas visited this constituency
which is also his home last month.
Some persons close (o the Biswas
family expressed their opinion that
his son Jamal Biswas may contest
from this constituency as a BNP
candidate. Former president's
recent tour, according to some
sources, is the pre-election tour,

The existing BNP MP of this
constitutency M Majibar Rahman
remains alool from his constituency
for a long time [or various reasons. A
case under Public Safety Act (PSA) is
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still pending against him for alleg-
edly injuring an ousted BNP leader
in the town earlier,

In this circumstance people here
are keen to observe some dramatic
changes in Barisal-5 constituency in
the coming parliamentary elections.

Speculations are also there that
Barrister Mainul Hossain of The
Daily Ittefaq or Nurul [slam Manjoor
may seek nomination to contest as
BNP candidate from Barisal-5 con-
stituency.

Awami Lague is set to win at least
In 17 seats out of 23 seats in six
southern districts under Barisal
division in the coming parliamen-
tary election.
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People cannot use this newly-built bridge at Kalma Bharakon village under Louhajong upazila of Munshiganj district
because both ends of the bridge still remain disconnected with the road.

All eyes on
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Woman meets
tragic death

BSS, Munshiganj

A woman mel a tragic death on
Monday night when her saree got
tangled with the propeller blades of
an engine-driven passenger boat
following collision of the boat with
another mechanised boat in Dohuri
canal in Munshinganj district.

The deceased was identified as
Nurjahan Begum, 47, wife of Fazlur
Rahman of Samurbari in Lohajang.

Police said the accident occurred
when a Narayanganj-bound wheat-
carrying engine boat collided with a
passenger boat in the canal at
Islampur in Tangibari at around
9pm. Nurjahan fell into the water
and her saree got tangled with the
propeller blades of the boat. She
died on the spot.

I'he body was
Narayanganj hospital.
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220 ruling party men
sued in Sirajgan;

OUR COHRE.SPONDEN'I', Strajganj

Some 220 ruling party men includ-
Ing Awami League district unit
general secretary Abu Yusuf Surja
and Sirajganj Municipality
Chairman Abu Mohammad Golam
Kibria were sued under PSA on
Tuesday in connection with a series
of clashes between the government

and opposition supporters in
Shahid Miner area in Sirajganj town.

At least 100 people were injured
during hartal on 31 March and 1st
and2nd April,

The clash ensued when anti-
hartal activists led by ruling party-
backed BCL leader Jewe! attacked
Opposition activists,
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Khulna Ajax Jute Mills

on verge of collapse
300 workers left unemployed so far

UNB, Kiulna

ot
With the hands once Sheikh Hatem
Ali Rustam operated machines at
Khulna Ajax Jute Mills now cuts
grassonits lawn.

Now at his 60s, Rustam is among
hundreds of workers who have
either been compelled to leave the
mill or switched over to other odd
jobs for survival as the debt-ridden
millis on the verge of collapse due (o
staggeringlosses,

Rustam said he has stopped
sending his kids to school, as he
cannot defray their education
expenses. I have not received my
wages since 1996. Now | earn living
by tailoring and agricultural works,”
he said with tears rolling down his
pale lace.

Set up on 67.23 acres of land in
1963 in Khulna city's Mirerdanga
area, the factory went into operation
in 1965 and steadily turned into a
losing unit, making the lives of its
workers miserable. It was making
profituntil 1980.

According lo competent sources,
the accumulated default loan of the
mill now stands at Tk 20 crore while
Its arrears electricity bills crossed Tk
onecrore,

They said over 300 workers of the
mill have so far been leflt unem-

ployed.

The mill was handed over to
private owners by the then Ershad
povernment and the mill managc-
ment laid it off twice in 1992 and
1998 on the plea of raw maierial
crisis and staggering losses. It was
later reopened in the face of move-
mentolits workers,

Talking 1o the news agency, many
workers alleged that the mill author-
ities plundered Tk two crore from
their provident funds and sold
machineryworth over Tk 10 crore.

Shahjahan Talukder, a worker of
the mill, lamented that the govern-
ment handed over the mill 1o wrong
people, who are now playing with
theirlives.

When asked, deputy general
manager ol the mill MN Shaha said
they were incurring a loss Tk 2000
perton ol jute due to rise in produc-
tion cost. "We get back Tk six lakh
spending Tk 7.25lakb °

Blaming the government for its
policy, the DGM said the factory has
(0 buy jute at high prices, as the mill
does not getloansintime.

Usually, the mill needs money in
June-July period when juteis sold at
Tk 250 per maund but "we have 1o
buy it at Tk 530 after the season [o
lack olmoney.”

pro bable MP

candidates in Faridpur

ABDUL MATIN FAKIR, Faridpur

With the possibility of early general
election fading, enthusiasm gener-
ated among grassroots level political
actvists and common people in five
constituencies in Faridpur district
has disappeared to some extent,
although speculation about the
probable candidates is going
around.

People are found gossiping in
public places about the probable
candidates of leading political
parties and their prospects as well.

However, political leaders seek-
INg respective party nominations for
the upcoming parliamentary polls
have started contacting party activ-
IStS and voters.

In Faridpur 1 constituency,
comprising Boalman, Madhukhali
and Alfadanga upazilas with
3,05,732 voters, Kazi Sirajul Islam of
ruling Awami League is the incum-
bent MP. Besides Kazi Sirajul Islam,
Abdur Rouf Master, a former MP,
Abdur Rahman, a student leader,
and Kabirul Alam Mao are other
aspirants to the nomination.

Nasir Uddin are seeking nomination
from the main opposition BNP.

Shah Mohammad Abu Zafar,
who is loyal to Naziur Rahman
Manzur faction of Jatiya Party, is
another probable candidate in the
constituency. Zafar secured second
positionin 1996 election.

Habibur Rahman is the likely
candidate from Jamaat-e-Islami.

When contacted, on condition of
anonymity, a probable candidate
belonging to one of opposition
parties said if the four-party opposi-
tion alliance fields single candidate
the equation will be changed in the
constituency as elsewhere in other
constituencies.

In Fandpur 2 constituency, likely
candidates are BNP central leader
and present MP KM Obaidur
Rahman, who is now in Dhaka
Central Jail in connection with his
alleged involvement in November 3
Jail Killing Case,” and Forest and
Environment Minister Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, who finished second in
the last polls. No other probable
candidates from AL and BNP have
emerged. Golam Rasul may get
nomination from Jamaat.

I'he constituency is comprised of
Nagarkanda and Shaltha upazilas
with 2,05,436 voters.

Faridpur 3 constituency, com-
prising Sadar upazila with 2,41,173
voters, may witness battle between
present MP Choudhury Kamal Ibne
Yusuf of BNP and Awami League's
Khondaker Mosharraf Hossain, who
IS also a close relative of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Besides, Modarres Ali of BNP and
Imam Uddin Ahmed, ex-MP, and
Hasibul Hasan Lavlu, chairman of
Faridpur municipality, of Awami
League are also lobbying for the
coveled nominations.

Imran Hossain Chowdhury of
Jatiya Party (Mizan-Manju) and M
Mujahid of Jamaat are other proba-
ble candidates.

In Faridpur 4 constituency,
composed of Sadarpur and Char
Bhadrasan upazilas with 1,67,708
voters, Begum Saleha Mosharraf of
Awami Leagueis the present MP. She
was elected in the by-polls following
thedeath ofherhusband.

Besides Begum Saleha, Major
(Rtd) Aslam Haider and Shahjahan
lalukder of Awami League are other

major players.

Md Akmal Ibne Yusuf and
Shahjada Mia, a renowned busi-
nessman, will seek nominations
from BNP.

Zaker Party’'s Mostafa Ameer
Faisal and Principal Azaharul Haque
of Jatiya Party (Ershad) are other
prospective candidates.

Jamaat's choice is its central
leader Abdul Kader Mollah.

[n Faridpur 5 constituency com-
prising Bhanga upazila with
1,56,756 voters, Kazi Abu Yousuf of
Awami Leagueis the present MP

Besides Kazi Abu Yousuf, his
nephew Kazi Jafar Ullah, ASM
Nurunnabi, Haider Ali and Shariar
Rumi are seeking nomination from
Awami League.

Advocate Sarwar Jan Mia, a
former MP, Ali Ashraf and Kausar
Mia are eager (o get BNP nomina-
tion.

Professor Shahed Ali will seek
nomination from Jamaat.

According to district Election
Office, a total of 10,76,805 voters--
5,45,269 males and 5,31,536
lemales-- will exercise their fran-
chise in the upcoming parliamen-
tary electionin the district.

50 new small dams
built in Bandarban

UNB, Bandarban |

Government and non-government
organisations have prepared several
uplift schemes following specialists'
suggestion for setting up water
reservoirs by constructing dams lor
ensuring water supply, irrigation
and pisciculture in Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

Although these schemes have
been sent to the higher authorities
for approval, local organisations
have already constructed 50 small
damsin Bandarban district alone for
preserving water. Forty more dams
have been set up on private initia-
Live.

Fisheries Department has cre-
ated water bodies on 39.692 hect-
ares of land in the district for
pisciculture by constructing 24
damsinlast four years.

Besides, construction of three
dams was completed here under
CHT Integrated Agriculture
Development Scheme (CHTADS)
while works on eight more are on.
District Council built 12 dams and
CHT Development Board 13 others
in last four years.

According to a source in the

LGED, sgme donor organisations,
proposed a grant of Tk 36 crore (1
construct six rubber dams, but they
turned down the proposal saying il
unprolitable.

Another source, however, said
thatitismost profitable to construct
a dam in the hilly areas. Some pro-
posals on construction of dams and
sluice gates were sent to the ministry
forapproval, the source added.

Executive Engineer of the
CHTADS Uchaw Prue told that
minimum Tk 3 lakh is needed to
construct arubberdam, but 18 to 20
walter reservoirs could be created by
the same amount, which is more
profitable.

Through making water bodies on
about five acres of land, 30-50 acres
of land could be brought under
irrigation facilities during the dry
season, Increasing the crop produc-
tion.

On the other haiid, four to five
mits of fish could be produced from a
water body on one acre of land, said
adistrict fisheryofficer,

Apart from increasing crop, fish
culture and ducks farming, the hilly
areas will also be able to attract the
lourists, opined the experts.

Advocate Afsar Uddin and M

Computer education has become so popular in Moulvibazar district tha
duced computer education programme for the students. Besid
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tacollege situated in a remote area like Rajnagar in the district has also intro-
es this, the collegehas already introduced the Secretarial Science course. (Top row from

left to right) Students are seen operating computers in the Computer Laboratory of the college and students of Secretarial Science course learning the

skill of typewriting. (Bottom row from left to right) Students of Busin
puter operation, while increasing number of female students are st
Chemistry Laboratory of the college.

{

ess Management group of HSC class are seen attending the theory class on com-
udying in Science course at HSc level. They are seen doing practical class in the

Road accidents claim 3
in Madaripur

UNB, Madaripur

Two children and an old man were
killed in separate road accidents in
Kalkini and Rajoir upazilas of
Madaripurdistrictrecently.

Witnesses said Bojin, 8, son of
Jagadish at Baniar Char village, died
on the spot when he was run over by
a bus near Baniar Char bus stand on
Tekerhat-Gopalganj Road.

An unidentified 8-year old child was
also run over by a BR1C bus near the
Bhanga Bridge on Faridpur-Barisal
HighwayonApril 4.

In yet another incident an
unidentified old man hailing from
Kaokhali Dakkhin Bhaotali village
died when a tempo hit him on
Kalkini-Shashikar Road on April 1.

Another report from Kishoregan

adds: A potato trader was killed and
three others were injured in a road

mishap at Jalua in Sadar upazila on |

Saturday,

Police and witnesses said the |

four traders of Tangail were going 1o

Sylhet in a truck loaded with potato, |

2ut the vehicle skidded ofT the road
and plunged into a roadside ditch at
the point when the driver lost con-
trol over the steering injuring them
seriously.

The injured Mannas, 32, Suruj
Mia, 35, Amzad, 35 and Samiruddin,
40, were rushed to the Bajitpur
Zahirul Islam Medical College
Hospital where Mannas suc-
cumbed.

Separate cases were hiled with the
police.

Diarrhoea takes serious
turn in Magura jail

UNB, Meagura

Diarrhoea has broken out in an
alarming proportion in the over-
crowded Magura district jail alfect-
ing 50 prisoners in last two days till
Wednesday, according to unofficial
sources.

But olficials put the affected
prisoners by the waterbome disease
at eight and attributed its outbreak
(o unhygienic atmosphere triggered
by thesweeping hotspell.

They said necessary sieps have
hw.;n takento light the discase.

Constructed during the British
period, the district jaill has two
rooms lor 36 male prisoners while
one lor six lemales. But now some
284 prisoners are huddling together
inthe prison.

Some under trial prisoners who
were brought (o the court Thursday
said 50 people were alffected with
diarrhoea while may others were
sullering from skim, dysentery and

otherintestinal diseases.

Theyalleged that the jail authori-
ties were supplying them substan- |
dard [ood, making them sick, |
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Rajshahi University

Advertisement No 12/2001 Dated: March 29, 2001

Applications are invited from Bangladeshi nationals
for filling up 1(one) permanent and 2 (two) temporary
posts of Lecturer in the Department of Public
Administration.

Scale of Pay: oy

Lecturer: 4300-185-5595-EB-195-7740/- plus usual
allowances.

Forms and particulars regarding qualification
requirements may be obtained from the office of the
Registrar by sending a self-addressed envelope with
postage stamp worth Tk 4/- only.

9 (nine) copies of the application form duly filled in
along with attested copies of all academic certificates
with each application and application fee of Tk 160/-
(one hundred sixty) in Bank Draft/Pay Order (non-
refundable) on Agrani Bank, Rajshahi University
Branch in favour of the Registrar, Rajshahi University
must reach the undersigned on or before 29-4-2001.

Candidates already in service must apply through
proper channel. Incomplete applications will be
rejected without reference.

Md Abdus Salam
Registrar
Rajshahi University
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a)  Age between 27 and 35 years.

D) Masters Degree in Physics/Applied Physics/ Mathematics/ Statistics/
Economics/Commerce/Sociology/Business Administration/Computer Science
with at least one forst class either at the Honour's or at post-graduate leve! or
candidates without Honour's degree must have at least second class at both
degree (pass) and Master's Previous level in addition to the first class at the
post-graduate level and no third class in any of the above degrees.
Candidates having at least second-class BSc (Engineering) degree are also
eligible to apply.

c)  Must qualify aptitude and practical test.

d)  Proven ability as system analysts.

e) Al least 4 years experiences as Assistant Programmer (2 years' in case of
Master Degree in Computer Scien ineering) relaxable in special cases.
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Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology,
Dhaka

Tender Notice

No. P&D/LP-1 (609,610,6138616)/2000-2001/D-1858(3) Dated 11-4-2001
Sealed terders are invited from bonafide suppliers for supply of

Multimedia Projector, Overhead Projector, PA System, Electronic

Copyboard, PC, CD Wjiter, Hub, Laminating Machine and Toner.

Intending participants shall have to obtain permission for purchasing
tender paper etc on application to the undersigned. Application 'mua
accompany T.I.N. certificate, trade licence and cerificate of expenence
about concemn works/supplies etc from reputed organisations. Tender
paper and other terms and conditions will be available from the office of the
undersigned on payment of Tk 500.00 (five hundred) (non-refundable) to
the Sonali Bank, BUET Branch, Dhaka. Each tender must accompany a
Bank Draft or Pay Order from nationalised bank amounting to 5 per cent of
the quoted amount as eamest money deposited in favour of the
“‘Comptroller, BUET™ without which no tender will be considered. Tenders
must be put into the tender boxes kept for this purpose in this office of
offices of the Heads of the Department of Civil Engineering and Meplanm
Engineering (Civil Engineering Building and EME Building respectively) up
to 12-00 Noon of 25.04.2001 and will be opened on the same day at 12-30
PM before the participants presents.

The University authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or al
the tenders or one or more items of any tender without assigning any
reason whatsoever.

No tender paper will be sold on the opening day of the tender.

Deputy Director
GD-323
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