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Reviving baul music

Benson & Hedges presents its Heart & Soul concert

NAFID IMRAN AHMED

ENSON & Hedges have been in
the forelront of the musical scene
ol the country with their continu

ing contnibution in promoting music
talents ol the country. Through their
different ventures in the promotion ol
local musicians as well as helping to
organise programmes by international
artists in the country, they have been one

has been a renewed interest in the
sounds ol these traditional songs among
the new generation for sometime now.
‘ﬁn?n;: people have presented them to
the masses again with a little bit of fusion
with modern beats and sounds. Experi
ments on folks with modern instru-
ments resulting in fusion sounds have
been growing in popularity as alterna-
Lve music.

\s part ol Benson and Hedge's pro-

took the stage. These two singers always
perform together. They are quite famous
in Kushtia from where they hail and have
also performed at the Bangladesh Festi-
val in London in 1999. They perform
only Lalon's songs. The magnificent
sound of the Ektara and other local
instruments filled the hall as they ren-
dered the best of Baul songs starting with
Hridkomole Bhab Darale, Ojan Khiobor
Apni Hoy'. A short break followed their

numbers as ‘Ekjon Baul Se’, Paban Das
Baul's "Dil Ki Doya’. The audience sang
along with the band as they performed
this tremendously popular song. They
concluded with a presentation of 'O
Pran Preyoshi’.

The main attraction of the show was
yvel to come. The Baul of city Nagar Baul
next on the line up. The audience went
crazy as James made his much awaited
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RECOMMENDATIONS "

Solo exhibition

The 1st solo painting exhibition by
Omar Khalid Rumi is now being
held at Gakery 21. The exhibition
will remain open from 10:00a.m. to

8:00p.m. everyday tll April 15,

appearance, Baul Rob Fakir performed
with James and it was really this combi-
nation of the village Baul and the city
Baul performing side by side that made
the crowds go crazy with their dual
music. Lace Fita" was the number with
which James started his performance
following up with ‘Nagar Baul’, Jedin
Bondhu Chole Jabo', 'Mira Bai', 'Dukhini
Dukko Koro Na'Jao Pakhi’ and Banglar
Lathial’. The crowds sang along with the
band. The song that pulled the curtain
on the Heart & Soul show was 'Jatra’.

ol the private organisations to earn a
name as a greal patron ol music.

In the Immediate past Benson &
Hedges have organised concerts featus
INg mternational music stars, acoustic
musical cvenings, jam sessions with
leading musical groups ol the country
and through their talent discoveny
programme Star Search, created new
faces in the musical scene. Pioneers in
bringing voung and talented pop music
bands and solo performers to the fore-
[ront, they are at present focusing on an

performance.

Next came on stage Bangla, a fusion
group that tries to amalgamate Bengali
lolk songs with western music. They
started with ‘Shahaj Manush'. As their
female vocal Anusheh hit the micro-
phone the whole hall room fell under the
spell of her marvellous voice. Among the
titles they presented were 'Ke Jash Re'
and ‘NamajAmar'.

Best solo performer of Benson &
Hedges Star Search 2000 Atahar Tito took

motonolfolk music aspecial evening ol
folk songs titled leart & Soul was
arranged at the Pan Pacific Sonargaon
Hotelon April 6. This Baul musical event
was an opportunity lor the music lovers
ol the country to take a taste of the hun-
dreds ol year-old folk songs ol Bengal.
The evening started with an introduc
tion (o Baul music, its origin and history
Ihis was lollowed by a soul stirring
performance by Baul Shahjahan
Munshi. This famous blind Baul singer

Dress show

Shatabdi is going to hold a dress
exhibition on the eve of Pahela
Baisakh (1st day of Bangla new
year) from Apnl 12 to 14 at Arial
Centre from 11:00a.m. 1 8:00 p.m.
every day. The show will include
Sari, Kamiz and Paniabi.

Art Show
A solo exhibition of efchings by

area a little bit neglected for long in the

started the Benson & Hedges Baul music

world of music

Baul music has a very rich Bengali
hentage. Bauls are traditionally mystic
Iheir songs are intricately
waoven into the rich and diverse cultural
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extravaganza with Lalon and his songs
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history of Bengaland i1 Hifestylent ppes

lhough'‘néglected’fdr some'trme, there

He began with
Jabere
Murshid Bine Ki Dhon'Lalon’s supernat-
ural lyrics that have been popular for

NextBauls Rob Fakir and'Aklima Pakir

fe Name Shomon

VMion E Shongsare

the stage next. He presented ‘Tumi Je

Amar Pranero Behala',
Ghar Banaila'and others. His music was
not truly traditional in its form but a
fusion of western and folk tunes,

The best band of Star Search 2000,
Steeler from Chittagongtook to the stage

next . They,performed their popular

Amon Ek Khan

Dholplayer.

It was an enchanting evening and the
music of the East and the West will
remain in ’lhe‘r;_]ff;'q']'qrj_c;; of theaudienge

Nagar Baul prolonged the song mixing it
with contributions of Rob Fakir and his
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Mela Ferrer, 2 Spanish artist. opens
on April 13 at 500 p.m. at
Shilparag, H&#15 R#& 16.
Dhanmondi. The show will remain
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