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ANGLADESH must put in

place good water manage-

ment practices with asense of

urgency to face challenges of
ever-increasing water crisis, The
integrated water resource manage-
mentin the country requires techni-
cal and financial capacity to control
and regulate the water resources
system. It also requires proper
puarticipatory and institutional
arrangements in managing its water
resources. The Dutch Ambassador |
L ljermanns, regarded as a propo-
nent of democratic water control
mechanisin, favours decentralisa-
tion of water management to local
and regional level.

He also supports an overhaul of
the legal Iramework for water man-
agement in the face of growing
problem of acute water pollution,
degradation of water quality and
walershortages.

llermanns, a well-known water
expert, has given a lecture on "Inte-
grated Water Management: The
Putch Experience and Its Relevance
For Bangladesh” at an international
seminar. organised by the World

}“Wﬂlur Forum of Journalists (WWFE])
& and Forum of Environmental

lournalists of Bangladesh (FEJB) on
March 21 at the Jativa Press Club.
The Dutch experience is more
relevant for Bangladesh because the
Netherlands, where the history of
orgamised institutional water man-
agement dates back o the begin-
ning of the past millennium. Mare
s0 because a svstem has evolved in
the Netherlands that is both func-
tional and flexible (o adapt to the
ever-changing requirements ol
social and economic developmenis.
“Thereisawater crisis today” has
been the overwhelming, unanimous
conclusion of the World Water
torum that was held exactly one
vear ago in The Hague. In the pres-
ent day world, the problems of 100
much, toolittle or too polluted water
dre increasing at a rapid rate. These
problems have become particularly
severe for the developing countries,
adversely alTecting their agriculture,
fisheries navigation, drinking water
supply and sanitation. Water

above. In the past decades, major
investments were made in building
infrastructure of different kinds,
affecting the management ol the
water resources. Around half of the
floodplain in the country is now
covered by flood control projects,
some with a component of irriga-
tion, Urbanisation has started to
take off and a nerwork of roads has
been constructed (o meet the ever-
increasing demands for communi-
cation between different parts ol the
country. These developments have
had widespread elfects on the water
resources of the country.

It is true that the Nood control
projects provided many rural
households with opportunities of

] L HERMANNS

building their homesteads in areas
that are relatively sale from inunda-
tion. These projects also e¢nabled
higher levels of crop production in
many cases. However, these initia-
tives, and certain other infrastruc-
ture built on different pads of the
country, have resulted in a number
ol problems as well, Flood levels in
the open floodplains have gone up.
groundwater al several locations
has been over-exploited for irriga-
tion, drainage congestion and water
logging have become more com-
mon, migration routes of fish have
been disrupted and fish habitats
damaged in many places, waterway
navigation has been obstructed, the
quality of water has deteriorated in
generdl and many arcas ol the coun-
try have become more drought-
prone. There has been a growing
recognition of this problem and the

enforced, water quality standards
are maintained through a proper
licensing system (backed up by
appropriate monitoring and con-
trol), pricing of water is done with
adequate attention to social condi-
tions and ‘abiliry to pay', land use
zonings are put into practice, stan-
dards are set and enforced for drain-
age capacity of roads alrcady built
and to be newly builtin the country.
An elfective waler resources
management would involve co-
ordination between and among all
relevant agencies, the Dutch envoy
points out adding it would also
ensure involvement of all stake-
holders in the steps relating to deci-

resources management was built up
over the last thirty years. In these
countries, the problem was not so
much an absence of good manage-
ment practices of the individual
management agencies per se.
Rather, it was one of ensuring the
right co-ordination among the
highly specialised agencies and
their communication with the real
stakcholders through a formalised
democratic control mechanism, he
Argues.

In the case of the Netherlands,
where the history of organised
institutional water management
dates back to the beginning of the
past millennium, a system has

In the past decades, major investments were made in
building infrastructure of different kinds, affecting the
management of the water resources. Around half of the
floodplain in the country is now covered by flood control
projects, some with a component of irrigation.
Urbanisation has started to take off and a network of
roads has been constructed to meet the ever-increasing
demands for communication between different parts of
the country. These developments have had widespread
effects on the water resources of the country.

sion-making, implementation and
operation of the water resources
system. There has to be a proper
balance ol regulatory and incentive
mechanisms to optimise use of both
the surface and ground water
resources of the country. In drawing
such a balance, it would be essential
to establish a process that can take
care ol the necessary moniloring,
control and enforcement. In short,
whatis needed is an operational and
eflective integrated water resources
management, emphasisces
ljermanns.

Integrated waler resources
management in Bangladesh
requires not only the technical and
financial capacity to control and
regulate the water resources system
ol the country, it also requires
proper participatory and institu-
tional arrangements in managing its

evolved that is both functional and
flexible to adapt to the ever-
changing requirementsofsocial and
economic developments, This
system is quite dynamic in nature
and is able to continuously evaluate
the performance ol the Water
Resources System ol the country.
The developments in the walter
resources sector in the Netherlands
during the last thirty years can be
considered as the unfolding of iis
attempt toward integrated water
resources management.

He highlights some of the major
changes that took place in the
Netherlands over the past decades:

- the system of decentralisation
waler management at local and
regional level by the autonomous
stakeholder-controlled water
boards has been relormed: the
number of these water boards was

owards integrated water management

levels of pollution of surface walter.
In 1970 the Surface Water Pollution
Act came into force as the first mod-
ern environmental law of the
Netherlands. It was the starting
point of a huge program of building
waler treatment plants all over the
country. The programme was and is
financed according to the polluter-
pays principle andis executed by the
waler boards.

- athird and final change was the
overhaul of the legal framework for
water management. A ground water
extraction act was adopled in 1981
in order (o regulate ground water
extraction., A new waler manage-
mentact saw the light in 1989, defin-
ing a central planning structure
starting with a National Policy
Document for Water Management
and Provincial Plans based on this.

Implementation and elaboration
ol these plans is done 1o a large
degree by the water boards, the
Dutch envoy says adding, Integrated
Water Management in the
Netherlands is nowadays a combi-
nation of top-down planning by the
central government and bottom up
planning and implementation by
local water board.

Constant change and legal
reclorm, he adds, an adequate cost
recovery mechanism, a combina-
tion, ol central planning and decen-
tralised implementation and man-
agement as well as growing atten-
tion for water quality are some of the
major lessons which can be drawn
from today’s Dutch experience on
integrated water management.

In Bangladesh, ljermanns poinis
out, @ number of similar develop-
ments and principles can be
detected. The recent adoption of the
National Water Policy, the process,
of reform ol the water sector institu-
ions, the role which is being given to
local government bodies, the new
BWDB Act and the formulation of a
new Water Act are steps ahead in a
process ol continuous change. The
Netherlands, he says, considers
such change as essential and con-
tributes to these processes through
is development co-operative
programme and through the exper-
tise and capacity of private sector

Reflections on Good Friday

liction of Jesus from the
cross was apparently mysterious,
yet revealing. Thisis one of the seven
savings of Jesus from the cross.
Christianity is based on the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead. Dr
Billy Graham has rightly remarked,
"The Resurrection of Christ is the
fulcrum of Christian theology”. But
resurrectionis thegift ol Jesus’ death
on the cross. And the cross is the
commonest Christian symbol. In
the Graeco-Roman world of the first
century the very idea of the cross
was a barbaric, horrific and disgust-
ing one. In his defence of the Roman
senator Rabirius, accused of trea-
son, Cicero advocated in the Roman
court, "Il we are to be threatened
with death, then we want to die in
Ireedom; let the executioner, the
shrouding of the head and the very
name ol the cross be banished from
the body and life of Roman citizens,
and from their thoughts, eyes and
cars.” The Persians, the Greeks and
also the Phoenicians practised it as a
manner of executing criminals for
worst form of crimes. The Romans
ook it up from the Persians as a
means ol capital punishment for
sedition and vilest crimes. This was
used specially for exemplary pun-
ishments of slaves. Roman comedy
writer Plautus put these words into
the mouth of a slave threatened with
the execution: "1 know that the cross
will be my grave. This is where my
ancestors, my lather, my grandla-
ther, and great-grandlather were
buried.”

Christians preach Christ cruci-
hed. Soto a Christian the crossis the
pivol and centre of all Christian
thoughts and values, the value ol
innocent sulfering for a just cause. It
is the divine scarchlight, which
shows the loving heart of God and
man's sin simultaneously
Crucifixion occupies more place
than any other thing and is men-
noned in all the New Testament
books except the three short letters
ol Philemon, and the Second and
Fhird ol John. It explicitly interprets
sin vis-a-vis righteousness, God's
holiness and Man'’s pollution. It is
the venue for divine-human dia-
logue for reconciliation, peace and

reveals the strength and wisdom of a
forgiving and loving God, who in
unfolding and outreaching love
allowed His son to die that shameful
death. Christ emptied himself and
accepted the penalty that was due
for the sinnerand made propitiation
for it. He did not exercise his divine
power 1o defy his enemies. It is
human to boast of power and
authority. The Greek Philosopher
Sophocles rightly said, “But hard as
itis to learn the mind of any monal,
or the heart, till he be tried in chief
authority. Power shows the man.”
But Christ voluntarily submitted to
lustful whims of people. He said, he
came to save lile, not to destroy it,

and the only way to save life is 1o
love. One of the titles of Jesus in the
Bibleis that heis the "Lamb of God”
As God's perfect and blameless he
was sacriliced to pay the ransom for
the redemption of man from the
bondage ol sin and Salan. He dealt
with the problem of sin completely.
I'herelore, from the cross he could
also utter "It is accomplished”,
meaning that the work that he cami
lodoiscomplete, onceand for all

By dying the substitutionar
death on behall of Man he suffi-

be the price for our salvation.
Because of God's unlimited sover-
eignty, inflexible justice and
unsearchable grace He put our
punishment on Jesus, cried out on
the Cross of Calvary, "My God, my
God why has thou forsaken me?"
(Mark 15:34), Sin is always appall-
ing. It appalled totally impeccable
and pure God. God could nor look 1o
the ternible reality of sin and as such
He left His Son alone in the hands of
wicked men completely cutting him
off from His presence. As God's
Sulfering Servant he was afflicted
and disfigured. This was the God-
ordained way 1o accomplish his
mission (0 the world. We look at
Jesus® incarnation, death and resur-

rection, the three grear historical .

Grospel-evenis as inextricably linked
up together. His death would not
have been effective for our salvation
had it not been preceded by his
unique birth and followed by his
glorious resurrection. We cannol
understand one without the others.
Sin, which results, in death, has
no power over a believer because of
the forgiving merit of Christ's
supreme sacrifice. Jesus suffered the
tragedy of human predicament that
man 1s so depraved that he cannol
save himsell from the corrupling
power of sin. By dying for us he
translormed that tragedy into the
hope ol new life, that evil into good.
So then what is required of usto have
reconciliation with God and with
Man is 1o come belore God with
humility and submission and sur-
render to Him and erucify and bury
our old life of hatred, malice and
greed
I'he state of the present world is
so lull with corruption, injustice and
hatred that the need lor making the
CTOSS a contemporary phenomenon
cannol overemphasised. When on
21st January 1999 Mr Graham
Slaines and his two sons were burnt
alive an Indian daily editorial said,
Jesus 1s crucihied”. Yes, lesus is
crucified also when the bodies of
iInnocent litile Staineses and Ornobs
and all those victims ol ITI:HNiiL't and
inhuman are disfigured
and dismembered anvwhere in the
world. Jesus cries when there is cny
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resources management is no more  relevant quarters in the country  warer resources. This is borneoutby reduced from 1000 to 57 in order to ~ €Companies involved in the water harmony for a world so sick and ciently satished the demand ol mnywhere, right now. The cross
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¢nisis. In the words of the World  to be addressed with a sense of country as well. The necessity of  professionality. However, the board Major challenges will however | the crucifixion narratives in the Ihe benelitisthatabeliever canlive rimes, all tyrannies and

\Wuter Forum, "itis a crisis of manag-
g water so badly, thart billions of

preuple and the environment suffer

Urgency.
Itis 1o be noted that the technical
challenges in improving the perfor-

Integrated Water Resources
Management, which emphasiscs
the participatory and institutional
aspects of the use of water resources,

members are still elected as repre-
sentatives of those who have inter-
ests in the local water management
activities and who have the obliga-

always lay ahead. For both
Bangladesh and the Netherlands, he
says, climate change and sea level
rise represent such anew Challenge

1

Gospels is extraordinary. The cvan-
gelists portrayed the divine perspec-
tive: the Son of God came to make

in right relationship with God and
[ellow men and be a vehicle of sell-
less love. While his enemies thought
they were punishing a rebel, God

oppressions and exploitation, in all
situations ol injustice and hatred, in
every lorm ol neglect and discrimi-
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tem 1o the deteriorating situation ol

necessary 1o ensure, among other
things. that groundwater extraction

quality became acute in the 1960s.
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foreign policy offensives

ABDUL HANNAN

I the continuing detention of the

US surveillance plane and its 24

crew in China for more than 10

days over the mid air collision of
the plane with a Chinese jet fighter
resulting in the loss of the Chinese
pilot has sent any message 1o the
United States which has made loud
noises demanding immediate
release and return of the plane and
the crew, it is that discretion is the
better pant of valour and that stri-
dently arrogant and high handed
behaviour in international relations
IS inconsistent with today's multi-
polar world, no matter if the princi-
pal actor is a superpower.
Apparently the crisis was resolved
only when the United States

gaclimbed down and said 'very sorry’

»

# 10 China. However, Sino-US relation

which has high economic stakes for
both the countries does not make
dany sense for muscle flexing and
brinkmanship by either side.

Yer, the current Sino-US diplo-
matic row did not come out of the
blue. There was rising distrust and
iension in the relation over the
reported US sale of sophisticated
weapons and battleship and the
provision of theatre missile defence
(o Taiwan. Chinawas alsosore aboul
American allegation that it was
assisting lrag in laying the fibre
opucstoimprove its ability 1o detect
and target intruding British and
American aircralt. Apparently, the
new Bush Administration has aban-
doned its strategic partnership with
China so assiduously built up by
President Clinton. The National
Security adviser Condoleeza Rice, a
hardliner has made no secret that
she sees China as a potential threat
and argues that US should never he
alraid of confronting China when its
interests collide. i the Bush
Administration has leamt any les-
somt trom this Chinese rebulf, iy will
dearly need 1o mend irs diplomatic
fences by conducting carefully
b radted foreign policy with taet and

straint, decency and cthics, vision
andstatesmanship.

But infortunately, the increas
ingly belligerent foreign policy
mvectives used by the Bush team
mctuding Colin Powell and Ms Rice

China, Russia, North Korea, Iragand
Iran, 1o harm the United States. It
has turned volt face to Clinton's
successful efforts of reconciliation,
normalization and warming of
relations with erstwhile adversaries.

The Forceful plea for a national
missile defence shield for America
by the Bush Administration is
emerging as a defining factor for
Bush's international relations
despite opposition from Beijing and
Moscow and dismay and concern
expressed across much of Europe
mcluding many American allies
about the move which is detrimen-
tal to disarmament and arms con-
irol efforts. The Bush
Administration has effectively
sabolaged conciliatory approaches
to North Korea pursued by President
Clinton with patience and persever-
ance, denounced the "sun shine
policy” of South Korea towards
North Korea and [rozen contacts

Washington would do well to
remember that Russia retains the
second largest nuclear arsenal in the
world. The hardened US stance
would only facilitate the current
rapprochement between Beijing
and Moscow and deepen Sino-
Russian strategic understanding
posing a potential challenge 1o
American interests in Europe, the
Pacific and central Asia.

George W Bush made a display of
his congenital hatred of Saddam
Hussain when barely four weeks
into his beleaguered Presidency; he
ordered the air strikes of defence
installation around Baghdad by 24
US and British aircraft killing four
persons and wounding many. The
international community including
many Arab countries and some US
allies were outraged at this sudden
unprovoked and unwarranted
attack. The Bush Administration
cynically dismissed it as a routine

nin its

the sixties was the concern over

violence. Violence will end only
when Israel ends its occupation. It is
not a policy of equidistance to invite
Sharon, a notoriety of Sabra and
Shatila massacre of Palestinian
refugees, to Washington for talks
with President Bush and not invite
Yasser Arafat. It is not even handed
justice by the Bush Administration
when it vetoed the Security Council
resolution to send a UN observer
force to protect Palestinian civilians
Irom violence in the occupied terri-
lories. It Is no justice when the
secretary of state Colin Powell while
briefing Congress in March said that
"President Bush was committed to
moving the US embassy to the
capital of Israel, which is Jerusalem”.
Such a statement is undoubtedly
against the spirit of UN resolutions
242 and 338 which declared Easi
Jerusalem as part of occupied terri-
tories and which are 1o be vacated.
Under Security Council resolution
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There is no reason why President Bush, far from acting with the saintly glow of his
liberal predecessors, should beheld hostage to his personal interest or personal
moods allowing his policy to be distorted by personal insecurity. His policy is clearly

out of step with the vision of a new world order

M

with North Korea. President Bush
has made it clear that he does not
intend to share cockiail with Kim
Jong 1, the North Korean leader.
During his confirmation hearings,
General Colin Powell referred 1o the
North Korean leader as a dictator.
The threat of attack from North
Korea is one of the central justifica-
tions cited by the Bush team [or
creating a missile shield for
America. Prediciably, the North
Koreans are sabre rattling again and
rolling back their missile and
nuclear freeze agreements. The
recent successtul overtures of South
Korea 1o North Korea reducing
tension in the Korean peninsula and
holding the potential of eventual
unification have now been thrown
tothe back burner,

The Bush Administration has
caused angry reaction in Moscow
telling it 10 expect reduced aid and
the anger has been exacerbaied by
the US blunt action of expelling 50
Russian diplomats from Washington

matter, Yer, the attack was not over
the designated no fly zone but at the
heart of Iraq. 1t was a brazen act of
AgEression on a sovereign territory.
Needless 10 say, the Bush team with
Cheney, Powell and Rice, assembled
from former president Bush Sr's
administration, not content with the
continuing harsh sanctions against
the Iragi people, is bent upon com-
pleting the unfinished job of remov-
ing Saddam Hussain.

The Bush Administration has
clfectively abandoned and stalled
President Clinton's deep involve-
ment in peace initiatives in the
Middle East for resolving the conllict
over the rights of the Palestinians for
ahomeland of their own. More than
400 Palestinians have been killed by
Israeli bullets since the eruption of
Iresh uprising in occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip in Seprember,
LL.choing Isracli Prime Minister
sharon, Washingion insisis on
ending violence by both sides before
lalks between them can begin, Yer,

478 any measure that affects the
holy city's status is illegal. Bush
Administration's seemingly hands
ofl approach to the raging crisis in
the Middle East may be an implicit
nod to Israel, its closest ally, for a
linal solution of the guestion of
‘alestine unilaterally by application
ol lorce,

The wunilateral actions of the
Bush Administration in total disre-
gard of the canons of international
law and morality do not end here.
The international community was
socked, worried and stunned when
it was told that the Bush
Administration was pulling out of
the Kyoto protocol it signed in 1997
(o curb emission of Greenhouse gas
to protect the environment from
global warming. Yet, America the
superpower, constituting 4 per cent
ol world population is the super
polluter contributing (o 25 per cent
of world’'s pollution and climate
change caused by greedy lile styles
al Americans infatuated with auto-

insttutions and new invesimeoents
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no Clinton who quietly walked away
after listening 1o Hasina's argu-
ments for 50 years of gas reserves
before any gas export. Arm twisting
by way of threats of cuts in aids and
garment imports is a distinct possi-
bility.

But why is this isolationist, uni-
lateral and bizarre foreign policy of
President Bush? How much of it is a
refllection of his inferiority complex,
insecurity and nervousness out ol
hisdisputed presidency with a walcr
thin majority of votes approved by
the Supreme Court and not by the
popular vote? And how much ofl it is
an effort to put up a brave face 10
impress his people about his effec-
tiveness as a President and shore up
the questionable legitimacy of his
Presidency? But one thing is certain
that his extremely reactionary,
combative and illiberal foreign
policy cannot have the support and
mandate ol the overwhelming
majority of the people ol America.

The French statesman
Richelieu's concept of raison d'etre
that the interest of the state justifies
the means to pursue them has
always been repugnant to the
Americans. American leaders have
always claimed to be highting in the
name of principle. not interest
Hence their fascination with
Wilsonian idealism about the
underlying beliel in the harmony
among nations and the essential
goodness of man a passionate
internationalism, an example ol
spiritual leadership which no mate-
rial or military power can provide (o
the fulfilment of American ideals of
democracy, freedom, justice,
human dignity and progress [or
mankind. In a post cold war world
today there is no geo strategic con-
frontation or ideological challenge
belore America.

S0, there is no reason why
President Bush, tar from acting with
the saintly glow of his liberal prede-
cessors, should heheld hostage (o
his personal interest or personal
moods allowing his policy 10 I
distorted by personal insecurity. 1is
policy is clearly out of step with th
vision ol a new world order so beau
tilully proclaimed by his father,
President Bush Sr., who saw "y
vision ol new partnership of nations

services ol the Christians

Sovercign God IS not capricious.
What lle did in Christ He did that
according (o His unerring plan. Real
love is always self-emptying and
sacrificial. Christ identified himself
with our sufferings. To him human
suffering is so real that he took it
seriously and deigned to identify
with us in our real human dilemma
and experience, Jesus was crucified
because it was God's plan that His
sinless Son should die this most
ignominious and humiliating death
of aslave in order to show the depth,
the width, the height and the length
of Hislove for Man.

What was a symbol of disgrace
and shame has become the univer-
sally sacred symbol of faith.

while Since Fit coulianor inok on si
He, who did not personally experi-
ence any shadow ol sin, was made
sin for us. He bore all our iniquities,
our sorrows, ills, and pain, and
transgressions. Earth has no pdin
that heaven cannot heal! Because of
his passion and thirst for the salva-
tion for Man Jesus suffered all the
mocking, the humiliation and
torture that were associated with
crucifixion. "By his wounds we are
healed”, so prophesied the Bth
century B C prophet Isaiah. In our
place Christ endured on his person
the curse, the condemnation and
punishment that we deserved. Saint
Peter to him said thus: "He himself
bore our sin in his body on the (ree,
so that we might die to sins and live
for righteousness; by his wounds
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lind God by our own efforts only. We
need o attend to what He says in
and through all our experiences,
and we need to pay attention 1o
them. " Let my heart be broken with
the things that break the heart of
God,” said Dr Bob Pierce, the
founder of World Vision. Some one
has rightly observed, "Ours is not an
era of split atom, but of split person-
ality”. We are divided within our own
selves and also among ourselves. We
lack 1ntegrity. The world needs
healing in every kind of human
relationship. There is only one way
to have that: the way of love and
respect for others
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