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. Arsenal's Swedish international Fredrick Ljungberg celebrates his second goal against Manchester City.

Premiership

Lethal Ljungberg

LeqFootball

AFP Manchesier

Sweden's Fredrik Ljungberg hired
home two ol Arsenal s goals ina 4-0
thrashing ol Manchester Cilty on
Wednesday o keep them lirmly in
the English Premiership

1ol galion

France's Sylvain Wiltord and
Nwankwo Kanu ¢ I Nigeria hil the

other two for second- placed
\rsenal, who are now 13 {‘--1rr'|l-
behind pacesetters Manchestel
LUinited

his was City's 1 1th home leagui

defgat in the Premiership and rele
King increasingly bkely

as they imeuish second from bol
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wed no
ill-effects from their FA Cup viclory
against Tortenham on Sunday and
were comlortable winners.

[hey stormed into a two-goal
lead after just mmme munutes and
were never in danger alter thai
blistering opening spell.

Keeper Carlo Nash made his
debut between the posts for City. But
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\rsenal, 1in o contrast, shi
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Nicky Weaver's replacement could
not have had juulu start,

\rsenal went ahead in the eighth
minute when Ashley Cole's Cross
was miscued by Wiltord Bult the ball
broke nicely Jor Ljungberg, who
Knocked it swet ||_\. past Nash,

A minute later City, struggling (o

Joe Rovle alter blunders in succes-
SIVEe  games hj. Weaver. But the
keeper was again left exposed in the
17th minute when Arsenal scored a
third.

Ljyungberg gat his second goal ol
the game with a delighttul chip over
Nash alter Kanu had threaded the

against, poimts):

Man United 32 22
Arscnal 32 17
Ipswich Town 32 16
[.eedsUnited JEB AR
Liverpool 30 14

Sunderiand 32 13

Premiership's top six

After Wednesday's mateh (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals

7 3 70 P20
9 6 53 29 60
5 11 T 48 e
8 9 48 Ob ¢ 25b3
8 8 61 32 50
10 9 37 32 49
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French L'éague Cup

get out of the relegation zone, lound
themselves two down.

Ray Parlour made space down
the left and pia'kt-d-Jmil‘ﬁ.‘u'iltnni. who
tumed quickly. He dnlled a shot
through Richard Dunne’'s legs,
leaving Nash unsighted.

Nash was dralted in by manager
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ball through.

It was turning into a rout with
Arsenal getting stronger as half-time
approached.

Kanu showed neat footwork in
the 30th minute to make space lor
himsell on the edge of the area but
skied his shot inu-lllm'mwd
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Monaco fix date with Lyon

Eegrootball

AFP Monaco
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Monaco will face Lyon in the
Cup final at the Stade de France on
May 5 alter their 2-0 home victory
over Second Division Niort ar the
Stade Louis Il here onWednesday

| eague

\ goal in either half from ltalian
striker Marco Simone and Argentine
midheld supremo Marcelo Gallardo
was enough lor the Monegasque
aristocrats 1o breeze past a plucky
but visibly less talented Niort.

The match was of crucial impor-
lance 1o sedson as 4an
eventual tournament victory repre-
sents their only realistic hope of
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Monaco s
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automatic UEFA Cup qualification
next season.

"We did everything lor this vic-
lory and were delighted with 1it,”
Monaco keeper Stephane Porato
said alter the match.

"It was difficult to pick ourselves
up from the defeat at the weekend
but to be honest we all feel renewed
alter the break,” added Porato in
reference 1o Lyon's last gasp 2-1
league viclory Monaco on
saturay.

Niort could have taken the lead
early on when Samba N'Diaye ran
through on Porato in the 23rd min-

over

ute, but he came out well 1o narrow

the angle and the striker fired into
Parato’sshins. '
Simone's goal in the 26th minute

resulted from a speculative cross
from Philippe Leonard on the left
that the Niort 'keeper tried to punch
clear only for the ball to balloon
foward Simone.

The htalian’s miscued header
ballooned back into the air but flew

over the keeper and just under the |

bar.

Gallardo's goal on 62 minutes
though was pure class. The
Argentine international received a
cross-field ball from Simone, con-
trolled it with his chest and lobbed
the keeper from 35 yards.

Monaco had several chances (o
increase the score but 2-0 was
enough for the struggling ‘League
champions to book a revenge date
with Lyon.
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Shabani Nonda ( R) of Monaco and Niort captain Pascal Braud chasing the ball during their semifinal of the French

League CupinMonacoon April 11.
¥
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Arsenal were knocking the ball
about with the stvle and composure
olaside lying secondin the table.

City, Iin contrast, were struggling
(0 string two passes logether and
that three-goal blast had knocked
the wind out ol their sails

I'he only time they threatened
Arsenal in the opening slages was
when Shaun Goater escaped his
marker when Danny Tiatto deliv-
ered a corner, However, his header
sailed over the top.

Arsenal went 4-0 ahead alter 37
minutes to leave the City supporters
disconsolate. Some even headed for
the exits.

Wiltord split the defence with a
back heel into the path ol Ashley
Cole. Unselhishly he delivered the
ball to Kanu, who was able 1o turm in
acresof space and hre a shol beyond
Nash.

'he game was briclly interrupted
in the second hall when two streak-
ers, male and female, raced on to the
pitch belore being collared by stew-
ards.

I'heirony was notlost on the City
fans; they had seen their team laid
bare by Arsenal. :

Radebe sad

AFP, London

Leeds United defender Lucas
Radebe spoke of his sadness
Thursday at the death of at least 43
football fans killed in a stampede at
ElIlis Park, Johannesburg on
Wednesday.

Nine people were in critical
condition and another 89 were still
being treated at three Johannesburg
hospitals Thursday moming after
thousands of would-be spectators
surged into an already full stadium
Wednesday evening in a bid to
walch a derby match between the
country’s two maost popular teams,
Kaizer Chiels and Orlando Pirates,

Radebe, the South Africa captain
and lormer Chiels player, told the
BBC: "When people lose lives like
that at a football game it is really,
really sad.

"What happened was absolutely
a disaster for all the families of all
those people who died - a tragedy.

"l spoke to a couple of players
and they could not believe what was
happening.

"When Kaiser play Orlando
Pirates, there is more than 100,000
people who want (0 come to watch
the games.

"Football has grown since we
were re-admitted 1o international
football, and when games like this
come up everybody wantsto go,

“Everything has to be perlect.
I hingslike this have been avoided at
all costs.”

Redondo on
way back

AKP, Milan

AC Milan’s Argentinian midlielder
Fernando Redondo is slowly making
his way back into first-team conten-
ton alter a season-long injury
nightmare - but is sull unlikely 1o
return before the end of the current
campaign.

Redondo, who joined the San
Siro club alter inspiring Real Madrid
10 victory in the 2000 Champions
.cague Final, saw his first season
with his new club written off by a
knee injury that required surgery on
Oclober3.

And judging by his remarks in the
ltalian sports press Thursday, he will
not be able to return before the end
ol theseasonon June 17.

"l can't say when I will return,”
said Redondo, who is yet to kick a
ball in his rehabilitation
programine.

"I ask that question myself, they
are asking it in Argentina but | am
better. It's not important when

return but how I return.”

He 1S at present concentrafing on
running. .

‘I'am running well and in partic-
ular I am running uphill. Running
uphill is very good for me,"” said the
31-year-old.
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Scottish Premlershlp

Flo taking Rangers

to Europe

mFootball

.‘\FP. Glasgow

[ore Andre Flo scored two first-half
goals in a 2-1 win at Kilmarnock on
Wednesday (o all but seal Rangers’
place in next season's European
Champions League qualiliers.

Garry Hay grabbed a late conso-
lation goal for the home side, but it
could have been so different had
former Ibrox favourite Ally McCoist
not had a first-half penalty saved by
Stelan Klos.

Fhe victory puts Rangers nine
points clear of third-placed
Hibemian - but that is scant conso-
lation alter a disappointing, trophy-
less season in which great rivals
Celtic march on towards the domes-
tic clean sweep.

Rangers took thelead afterjust 45
seconds through Flo.

Claudio Reyna found Barry
Ferguson in space and he played the
ball into the Norwegian, who evaded
a poor challenge rom. Chris Innes
hefore drilling a low shot into the
bottom corner fromatight angle.

But Kilmarnock were gilted the
opportunity to draw level in the 14th
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minute when referee Eric
Martindale controversially pointed
(o the spot after Kevin McGowne
had gone down as Rangers tried 1o
defend Mark Reilly's free-kick.

Justice was done, however,
moments later when Ibrox legend
McCoist, who is sel to hang up his
boots at the end of the season,
stepped up.

Rangers goalkeeper Klos pushed
his effort on to the post and he even
got up to make another great stop to
deny Andys Mclaren's follow-up
shot.

In the dying seconds of the hall,
Rangers deservedly doubled their
lecad when Fernando Ricksen sent
the ball acress the face ol the goal,
and Innes again failed to put the ball
behind, leaving Flo with the easiest
oftap-insforhissecond of the night.

Kilmarnock snatched a goal back
from nothing in the 74th minute
when Frederic Dindeleux found Hay
in the box and he dnilled an unstop-
pabledrive past Klos., -

Rangers continued to press for
the killer goal and Flo almost bagged
his hat-trick when Wallace crossed
(o the far post and the tall striker
fired iml widu
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Nakata keen on MU

Ke§rootball

AFP, Landon

Japan international Hidetoshi
Nakata on Thursday said he would
relish the chance ro play lo
Premiership leaders Manchester
United.

he 2a-year-old midfielder has
struggled 1o make an impact with
Serie A leaders Roma this season
and admits he may have (o move on
toresurrect his career.

I can understand that the Roma
coach Fabio Capello is reluctant (o
change a winning team, but il |
continue (o be left out, F'will have to
seriously consider my luture,”
Nakata told the Daily Star here
Fhursday.

"Moneyand prestige isone thing,
but the most important thing for any

footbdller is playing and enjoving
yoursell,

“las theWorld Cup inmy country
next season and I do not want to be
onthe sidelines.

‘I know that | am loved by
Manchester United and I would love
to play in England and the
Premiership. Playing for United
would be anideal situation,

-

Napoli ban

revoked

!“P, Rome

Napoli won their appeal against a
ground closure order Wednesday
and no longer have o play their
farthcoming match with Brescia on
neutral ferritory in Palermo, Sicily,
ANSA news agency reported.
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Barriers lie in the road outside Ellis Park rugby stadlurn inJohannesburg on April 12, where a soccer stampede killed

43 people.

Football tragedies in
the past 15 years

AFP, paris

Alter the tragedy at a football match in Johannesburg Wednesday which left at least 47 people dL‘dd following isalist

of the previous (ragedies at football stadiums in the past 15 years:
1985: Bradford (northern England). A fire in the main stand during a match between Bradford and Lincoln Ciry
kills 56 people. The blaze, dpparenlh sparked by a cigarette burt, broke out just before half-time and engulled the

entirewoodenstandin afewminutes.

1985: Mexico. Ten people are killed and 30 seriously injured before the linal of the Mexico Cup between Nacional
Universidadand America. A panicin the crowdled to a stampede at the entrance 1o the huge Olympic Stadium.

1985: Heysel Stadium, Brussels. Barely three weeks after the tragedy in Bradford, 39 people are crushed 1o death
belorethe European Champions Cup final between Juventus of Turin and Liverpool. Fights had broken out in the
stands between rival fans, and English supporters said a wall collapsed under pressure [rom spectators who were
attemptingto flee the clashes. English clubs were banned from European competitions for five vears as a result of the

tragedy.

1988: Katmandu. More than 100 people are killed and 300 injured in a ~mm;u de dunn;, a match in Nepal's
National Stadium. The tragedy occurred when spectators rushed (o find shelter from a power ful hatl siorm, but found

the doors closed.

1989: Hillsborough Stadium, Sheffield, England. A 1otal of 96 Liverpaol supporters are crushed 1o death and
around 300 injured during the semi-final of the FA Cup between Liverpool and Nottingham Forest. The tragedy
occurred when police opened the doors al one entrance (o allow around 2,000 people without tickets (o enter the

stadium, crushing othersin the stands.

1991: Orkney, South Alrica. Clashes during a friendly match between rwo rival clubs, the Orlando Pirates and the
Kaizer Chiels, left 40 people dead and 50 injured. The violence broke out after the referee disallowed a goal.

1992: Furiani Stadium, Bastia. Filteen people are killed and 1,300 injured when a temporary stand collapses dur-
ing thesemi-final of the French Cup between Bastia and Marseille.

1996: Mateo Flores Stadium, Guatemala. Ninety people are killed and 150 mjured ina crush of spectators during a
World Cup qualification match between Guaremala and Coslta Rica. The stadium was built 1o accomodate 45,000

people, butheld around 60,000,

1996: Tripoli, Libya. Eight people are killed and 42 injured during clashes between supporters of rival clubs.

July 9,2000: Harare. Atleast 13 people are killed when spectators rush toleave the national stadiumalter police sci P
off tear gas grenades during a World Cup qualification match between Zimbabwe and South Africa. The police had
intervened tostop spectators from throwing objects onto the pitch aftera goal by South Alrica.

April 11,2001: Johannesburg. At least 47 people, among them women and children, are killed when thousands ol

lansdesperale tosee agame between South Africa’s two most popular teams Storm an already packed stadium.

Record-breaker
Thompson
eyeing Europe

ﬂ gy Football

AFP, London

World-record breaking Socceroo
Archie Thompson said on Thursday
that he i1s keen on a move to Europe
before the end of the year.

Thompson netted 13 tumes as
Australia shattered their own world
record with a 31-0 rout of minnows
American Samoa in their Oceania
World Cup football qualifier on
Wednesday night.

Two days earlier the Socceroos
thrashed group rivals Tonga 22-0ina
world record score.

Thompson, who had only scored
one international goal before
Wednesday's scoring avalanche,
eclipsed the 10 goals scored by
Sophus Nielsen of Denmark in the

7-1 win over the French ‘B’ team at
the 1908 London Olympics.

The Marconi Stallions striker
revealed he has already had interest
from Belgian champions-elect

* Anderlecht.

“I'd love to come to Europe,” the
22-year-old told PA International.

“I've beep over for a tnal at
Anderlecht and they were very
interested in me and hopelully
this'lHlead to something.”

Thompson joined the Stallions in
the close-season after his former
club Carlton went bankrupt, but he
intendﬂ (o make it a short-term
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Archie Thompson scoring one of his record 13 goals against American

Samoa in their Oceania group qualifying match for the 2062 World Cup, in g

Coffs Harbour, Australia, on April 11.

MONT. .

"My goal at the moment is (o go
overseas, whethér o Germany,
England orwherever,” he said.

'l‘humpmn has gl‘dbht‘d 12 gnula

2002 FIFA WORLD CuP
£ GREARR

REUTERS, Breios Afres

Striker Gabriel Batistuta was lelt oul
ol Argentina's squad for this
month’sWorld Cup qualifier away to
Bolivia wich was announced on
Wednesday.

Argentine media speculated that
AS Roma, Batistuta’s hahian club,
had argued that their prized strike
could alltord to miss the game as.
Argentina are almost cerain 1o
qualify for the World Cup.
Hatistuta’s place was taken by Real
Zaragoza striker Juan Esnaider , who
has made three international
apperances and scored three goals.
There were no other major surprises

in the squad named by coach
Marcelo Bielsa. Argentina lead the
South Amerivan qualily ing group by

GABRIEL BATISTUTA
tive poinis, The top four quality lor

the World Cap and the Tifth team
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Argentina rest Batistuta

Cia), Marcelo Gallardo (Monaco) .
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this season to rank among the 5
league’'s top scorers, but it is
Wednesday's 13-goal haul that has ';
launched him to instant worldwide !

acclaim.
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plays off against*the Oceania win-
ners. The match will be played at
Bolivia's Hernando Siles stadium at
3.600 metres above sea level
\rgentna lost 2-0 on their last visit
their for aWorld®up qualifier.

SQUAD 1 \

Goalkeepers - German Burgos
(NMallorca); Pablo Cavallero (Celtal.

Defenders - Roberto Avala (Va- |
lencia), Eduardo Berizzo (Celta )
Nelson Vivas (Arsenal), Walier
Samuel (AS Roma). --

Midlielders - Javier Zanetb (nter
Milan), Claudio Husain (Napohl,
Dicgo Simeone (Lazio). Juan Pablo
Sonn (Cruzeire), Juan Sebastin
\eron (1azio), Pablo Aimar (Valen«

Forwards - luan Esnaider (Beal
Zaragozal, Heman Crespo (1 aziol,
Claudio Lopez (Lazio). Gustave
Lopez (Celta).
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